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PREFACE. 



A PREFACE is generally unnecessary, and often 
impertinent : that is to say, it is unnecessary to 
the reader ; ,far . otherwise to the author of . a 
book. It is a vehicle, like the armed chariots of 
old, in which he proudly sits, displaying his 
own importance and superiority, while the wheels 
of invective on which it roils, pass without 
niercy over those unfortunate Nviglits who have 
attempted 'to possess themselves even of the 


smallest corner of that peculiar pro vince, of wind 
he himself perhaps is an impudent usuriier: Some- 
times too, to use an humbler ^simile, he conde- 
scends to play in if the part of S puffing pre- 
cursor to a show, who, with much noise of drun; 
and tnimpet, proclaims the mighty things whicl 


as 


( 
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‘ you shall see and hear ; jintl having pockclcd 
your money, -ushers you behind the curtain, and 
leaves you in the lurch, to grumble at his wretched 
tragi-comedy, or to laugh at tlic awkwardness 
of his company of performers. 

These observations, liowcver ludicrous the 
manner in which tli^ arc here ofTered may seem, 
arc gmvfly intended, and well meant The 
Author of this volume, in making them, enjoys 
a certain degree of self-congratulation, when he 
reflects, that the nature of his subject must ex- 
empt from such censure, and save from sucli ri- 
dicule, the few prefatory lines whicli be hopes 
bis f^ers will agree with him are not wholly un- 
hecessary. A subject on which, as liis humble 
endeavours, witli exceptions scarcely worth 
naming, hav6 tlie honour to be first exerted, lie 
has no competitors to envy or to bbme. A sub- 
ject so splendid in its story, so notorious in the 
infinite ubiquity of its fame, tliat he ncetls only 
refer his readers to his title page, to bespeak 
their attention. 

If, however, he be tlms furtuiratch exiTuptcd 
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from painful tricks and expedients of recommen- 
dation, lie feels, and painfully too, tlie weight 
of the task whicli he here essays to perform. — 
The brilliancy and publicity of his theme, of 
which but now he boasted, overwhelm him with 
the sense of his own inadequacy to such an at- 
tempt. He will offer an apology on the only 
ground where apologies ought ever to rested, 
on the ground of truth and sincerity, in a can- 
did avowal of the motives which have induced 
liiin, from time to time, to collect, and now to 
present to the public, a sketch of the memoirs 
of Lord N ELS ox. 


' An enthusiastic attachment to the naval ser- 
vice, and all that relates to it, has been, .from 
his cbildhood, bis ruling passion. It has led 
him, in more instances than one, to devote his 
pen to the illustration of its mechanical eco- 
nomy, and to the biography of many of its 
numberless heroes. With a disposition so in- 
clined, and habits so fixed, it became his fortune- 


to gain some personal knowledge of the great 
man whose memory he now seeks to consecrate ; 


ami rhat 


occasional intercourse took place in- tbe 
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rliouse of the late Captain 'WilliaJi Lockeb; 
Xieutenant-Govenior of Greenwich Hospital, 
irith whom tlic Author maj- presume to boast of 
-many years; strict intimacy and friendship, and 
srhose high character in public tenicc, and in 
private life, are above his powers of praise. Tlut 
e.vcellent officer, as sveshall see, was, in a manner, 
lord NEUOtt’s professional father. By him, a 
thousand traits and anecdotes were communi- 
cated, in that exquisite manner of simplicity and 
feeling which belongerl almost peculiarly to him- 
self. — By him the present work was suggatet). 
even during the life of his Lonlship, almost' 
in the form. of a request; certain materials, 
■whose value will speak for them in the course 
of the ensuing pages, have been since supplied 
by hb estimable family. Tims, with an original 
bias to the subject, some aid of private intcl- 
, ligenee relative to it, and, perhaps above all, 
pushed on to the undertaking by the late pro- 
digionstxmclusion of the Hero’s triumph, bare 
promoted the Author’s presumption in devoting 
his fecb'le powers to their celebration. 

■ Of the mode in which he has cxccutetl hir 
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taslsj the reader must judge for himself, recollect- 
ing always, that the work affects only tlic' cha- 
racter of memoirs. A life of Lord ISTelsox, 
properly given, would perhaps involve some 
years of the general history of Europe. A detail 
even of naval exploits, which have extended 
from the Nile to the BaHic, nay, which have 
shone in almost every sea that bears a distinct 
denomination, could not possibly be confined to 

s 

a single volume. 

Tlie j^utlior claims little merit beyond that, 

which, of right, belongs to a faithful collector 

and reporter of much authentic intelligence, 

that had been .before widely scattered under 

the public eye. He hopes, by this faithfid 

miniature representation of Lord Nelsox, to 

correct the defects and mistakes of such mi- 
/ 

, serable sketches as have already a])peared, anti, 

to furnish, an outline to those who mav, in fa- 

» * 

ture, be inclined to amplify on a subject which 
affords such boundless space. Should a work 
of that kind he undertaken by 'no one -else, he 
may, -at some future time, prorlncc Lis best 
emlcwours- to t]mt effect. He mean, to tie- 



vote to them all the favourable intcrv'als which 
an uncertain state of health, and many pain- 
ful pri\*alc concerns may allow him. lie 
cTa\X5, in the mean time, to tlie defects of the 
present performance, that candour of crilicisra 
which is seldom denied to unavoidable imper- 
fections. 


CONTENIS. 


]pRELIMINA.RY Inttoduction to tlic Memoirs of Lord 
Nekon, page 1 — Hia descentj4. — Time of his birth, ibid. — Sent 
to the public school at Norwich, ibid. — RcmoTcd to North. 
Walsham, ibid. — Enters on board thc.Raison.able, of 64 guns, 
under his maternal uncle, Capt. Maurice Suckling, 5.'— Bio- 
graphical Memoirs of that Officer, ibid.— Raisonable put out 
of commission, 7. — Mr. Nelson makes a voyage to the West 
1 dies, under the care of Mr. Rathbonc, 8. — Returns frona 
thence, and is appointed a Midshipman onboard tire Triumph, 
'ibid. — Received on board the Carcass, as Coxswain, 9.— Pro- 
ceeds on. a voyage for the discovery of the North West pas- 
sage, under the orders of the Hon. Constantine Phipps, af- 
terwards Lord Mulgrave, 10. — Memoirs of that Nobleman, 
ibid. — Instance of theconCdcncc and trust reposed in him, 15 
' —Anecdote of Ms pursuing a Bear, ibid. — ^Returns to Eng- 
land, and proceeds to the East Indies, on board the Seahorse, 
of 20 guns, under the orders of Captain Parmer, 16. — Me- 
moirs of that Officer, ibid. — Compelled, on account of his ill 
health, to return to England, by order of Commbdore 
Hughes, 21 — Menioirs of that Officer, ibid. — ^Embarks on 
board the Dolphin, 22 — Appointed, immediatelyafter his ar- 
rival, to be acting Lieutenant of the Worcester, commanded 
by Captain Robinson, 24— Memoirs of that Officer, 25— 
The high opinion entertained by him of Mr.’ Nelson. 26 — 

b 


COKTENTS 


Promoted to l>o Second Umtaiant of tha Loweitoffe^ com- 
mended hy CapiMia Locker, 57— Memoin of tiiet Officer, 
Ibld^ProceeiL to Jamaica, 51©— Appomtcd Commander of « 
Tender, 51— AnetaJofe concerning ili conduct in boarding an 
American prbo, 35— Mr Nclion appointed Third Lieuten- 
ant of the BrlitoJ, tinder Rear-Admiral Sir Potcr Parker, 33 
—Memoln of that Officer, Ibid.— ifr Nebon promoted to 
the co mm a n d of the Badger aloop of war, 33 — Ordered to 
the Mtugoito ihore, Ibid — Preterret Captain Uojd, and the 
crew of the Glaigow, from being burnt, ibid— Adrinced to 
bo Captain of the Dinchinbroko, of 20 guns, 3fi— Appointed 
to command the batteriei which defended the entrance to Port 
Raj's!, ibid.— Ordered on on cipcdllion into the Gnif of 
McxicOj Ibid — Uu gaJIantry and reij coniplcnona enndart, 
57— Taken 01, and retorni to Jamaira, pa^tenger on board 
the Victor tloop, S&— Promoted to bo Captain of the Janni, 
of gaoj, fbid^Obllged to rdmqoiih that appoiotiDent on 
accoont of the condoned 111 ilato of hb health, ibtd —Re. 
tnmi to Eoglaod, ai a pa»(enger on board the Lion, com. 
toaeded bj the Hon. Captain Corowallis ibMl-— ilemoirt of 
that Officer, Ibid.— Cjptaui Nelton, on hU arriTal, repoin to 
Bath, TO— ill* rpord/ rccorerj’, 40 — ’Appeuofed to the Ai. 
Trcnufle, ofSSguni, 42 — Ordered to rscwfonildland, 43 — 
U\s diftingaUhed cooducl on a cn»bo off Bovton, Ibal — Pro- 
ceed* to Quebec, and from thence to ^cw kork, 44 — Pro- 
cecdi to the tfcft Iodic* to join Lord Rood, 45— Jfeaiolr* 
of that Nobleman, IbhL — Ordered to alli-nd Prince 
Henry, now Lake of Clarence, 4t>— Ilcfonif to England, 
and goe^ immediately to France for the rccorcry of hii health, 
IbuL— Rctnmi to England, and opj olnlril to the Borea. frf. 
gate, In n blch he proceedi to the Leeward lilandi, Ibid — In- 
Tolrcd In a di^pote with the Arooricani, relatlro to tic naTL 
gotion art, 50— ilarne* Mrt irancei Herbert Neibii, and 
rttarni toEnglaml, 51 — SoUclUeropIoymcntwlthout rarceit, 
52— Appointed to the Agaoietnnon, of Cl -gaw, 53— l’ft»- 
ceedi to the Medltcrranrao, IbU — ITn tery dUtlngoUhcd 


'CONTENTS.- : 

> ' ✓ 

conduct ■\vliile ernployed 'there, gaTlaiifi^ dt Ihe 

sieges of Bastia and Calvi, 5d— Loses tlic bight of his right 
eye, ihid.— Engaged in two diifercuf actions with the Ercnch 
fleet, 55 —Biographical Memoirs ' of Lord Uothatn,>ibid.-^ 
•Captain Nelson appointed' senior officer of a s(piadfon of olr- 
servation, 59— Chasedby the I**rcnch fleet into St. 'iMorcnr.o, 
CO— A second encounter •with the French fleet, ibid. — Again 
detached as senior oflicer of a light squadron, ibid. — HiS spi- 
rited conduct in Vado Bay, 6l-^The arrival of Sir John 
Jervis to take tlic command of the fleet, G3 — Memoirs of that 
Officer, ibid. — Captain Nelson.appoi'nted a temporary Com'- 
inoddrc, 65 — Confirmed in that rank, and removes into the 
Captain, of- 74 guns, 68 — Blockades Leghorn, 69 — Captures 
Porto Ferragio, and garrisons it, ibid. — Removes his broad 
pendant into la Mincrre, of 32 guns, ibid. — Engages la 
Sabiria, a Spanish frigate, and captures her, 70 — La Sa- 
bina rescued by a superior Spanish force, 71—Rcjoins ^‘e 

* • f 

Commander in Chief, and rcihoTCs his pendan t into Ids former 
ship the Captain, 73 — Momorandum made by Conimodore 
Nelson himself, of the leading transactions in which he was 
concerned during the encounter with the Spanish fleet off 
pape St.' Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797, 75— -Log-book of Ids Ma- 
jesty’s ship the Captain, including all the transactions during 
the period just mentioned, 79 — Account given of the engage- 
ment by Lieutcnaut-Cblonel Brinkwater, 84 — Ropiarks on 
the heroic conduct of the Commodore pending tlie fight, 91 — 
Letters “irrittcn by Lord' Nelson imincdiately subsequent to ' 
the battle- off Cape St. V^incent, 96 — Remarks thereou, 97 — 
Removes his broad pendant on board the Theseus, and ap- 
pointed to commandihe blockade of Cadiz harbour, 98— Ilis 
encounter with Don MignelTyrason, [99— The bombardment 
of Cadiz, 101 — Sir Horatio detached to attack the town of 
Santa Cruz, 102 — Loses his right arm by a cannon shot, 10'4 
■ Returns- to England, ibid.— Pension granted 1dm, 195 — 
Holsts his pendant on board the Vanguard, and proceeds to 
the Mediterranean, 106 — Appointed immediately on his ar- 


I 



TO .COMTEKTB. 

ririKo coBffitad a eeUament, U17— AtithcBtlc nimlire of 
the proctodiBgi of the iqaadron under bU comiDaniij 108— 
■Arrive* in tbo Golf of Ljonf| bean op with bu aqtailron 
for Sardinia, b dumaited, uid arcbon m tbe Road of St 
J^erre, fbfd.— Refit|, ofl* again In foor dayi, 100— Re- 
ttforeed bj Captain Troobndga with ten «il of tho Ime, 
ibid.— ArriTe* off Cortira, procttdi toward* tic coait of SI- 
cBy, recriret fntelOgcaco of the larrrndcr of Malta, and 
itcon for that Iilind, 111— Informed by a Genome brig that 
theFren^ fleet bad raQed from thence on the OOd, ibid.— Sail* 
for AlezandrU In qaat of them, ihipn bu cnone for the 
Cout of Canmanla to water, and obtain mlelljgenee , enten 
the port of Sj'ractue, 112 — Reawni auigncd why hii fleet 
,pa**ed the French, withoat falling in with them, IIS— Ifatc* 
the Golf of Coron, and receitcs wtcDlgcnco that tbe enemy'* 
fleet bad been iceo tteenng to the Soatb luut of Caoda, 114 
—Steen again for Alotandriiy llh— JIU admirable plan for 
attacking the eoeny, orvd tbe complete comprebenilon of it 
the ofEcer* ender bu order*, llfl— S1|B*1« rendered nn. 
ntcetuij, IbkL— Explanation of hi* plan, 117— Dupoilllon 
of the two fleet* at the battle offAboekir, 11^— Acroont of 
the action, IIP— Woonded in the brad, 121— IIU eondoct 
ofl the occailoo, J2i— Tho J’Orieot let on fir^ 125— SI. 
toatlon of the two fleet* the enining morning, 12lt— Mbfor- 
tune that befel the Callodm, 128— Ilnmano enodnet of tho 
Rear-Admiral to the pri>oocr*, 125— BehirloBr of the Ma- 
melake*, Ibtd.— Order* a public thantiglf leg to the<VlmtshlT, 
In gnxUlude for the rictory, 130— Retom* (lianVi to the oC» 
feen and eeameo of the»qaadn>D, 131 — Remark* on thepro- 
teding engagement, 133 — RaralW dra»n between the aftaelc 
made on Mr. Barrington, at St. Lucia, by the Coant d*!*- 
timg, and the defeat of the French fleet off Aboaklr, 137— 
Acconnt girtn of the action by a French OfHrerof rank, 142 
—The dwcriplioB gitrn of Itbjr Dition, 14fl— Official accoont 
• trawmltled by Sir IIoratloIfeL<»bltMelf, 152— Remark* on 
iO effect*, 15C — Captafai Capcl ordered to Xaplci, aod 



' COJ^TENTS. 


:s:m 


Lieutenant Duval to Bombay^ with intelligence of the erent, 
157— Sir Horatio Nelson’s letter to the Governor oii that oc- 
casion, ibid.— Quits the Bay of Aboukir, with the main 
body of his fleet, and proceeds to Naples, 159 — His recep- 
tion there, ibid.^ — Receives the thanks of both Houses of Par- 
liament, and is created 'a Peer, 160- An annuity of two 
thousand pounds a year is granted him by Britain, and one 
thousand by Ireland, ibid. — Extract from his Majesty's speech 
and message to the House of Commons<on the occasion, 161— 
Presents made him by the East India and Turkey cdmpaniesj 
162 — A sword voted him by the Gity of London-; his Lord- 
ship’s letter to the Lord Mayor, accompanying a’'present of 
the sword of Mon. Blanquet, the commanding French Ad- 
miral, who survived, ibid. — Proceedings in the Court of Com- 
•mon Council, 163 — Memoirs of Sir Edward Berry, 164 — • 
Description of the medals cast in consequence of the victor}', 
168 — Various gifts and presents made to his Lotdship by pri- 
vate individuals, 169 — Letter of Captain HallowcU, accom- 
panying a very singular present, 170 — A Chelengk, or Plume 
of Triumph, sent him by the Grand Seignior, withiiheletters 
and ceremonies that accompanied it, and with which it was 
presented, 17i — Augmentation to his arms, 173 — Valuable 
presents made his Lordship by the Dowager Sultana, theEm- 
peror of Russia, the Kings of Naples and Sardinia, the Island 
of Zante, and the city of Palermo, 174 — Present made him 
of an extraordinary sword, by his>Neapolitan Majesty, 175 — 
Created Duke of Bronte, and a domain of three thousand 

pounds a year attached to the title, ibid Etymology of the 

word Bronte, ibid — The blockade of Malta, 177 — Surrender 
of Goza by capitulation, 178— His Lordship advanced to the 
rank of Rear-Admiral of the Red, and shifts hisflag on board 
the Foudroyant, ISO — Fort St. Elmo surrenders, together 
with the city of Naples, 181— King of Naples hoists his stand- 
ard on board the Foudroyant, 185— His compliment to Lord 
Nelson on the occasion, ibid — The surrender of Capua and 
Gacla, ibid.— E n pulsion of the French from Italy, 180— Af- 



COSTENrt. 


frttionitB lettfiT writtfn by hB LonliliJp to tic late Unrfeal. 
ant GoTCTnor Locker, 187 — ^Fete* gWen in boDcmr of thB 
Tictory, and honcmn paid bb Liordthip at PJenna, IBS— . 
The French prerentdd from carrying off thdr plandcr from 
Home, by Cbmtnodoro 'rtonbrtdge, lPO~Oratitndc of thfr 
JF^pal goreramentand 'the peoj^e on that occariori, 191 — 
Diitreued rtafe of tho ifalteio gvriton, fbJd.— Captareof the 
Genereoi, 103— Captoni of le Gefllanmo Tel], 101 — IlU 
Ijordiiup obliged to reaign W» eomiMndton aretmnt of HI 
ieaJth, 107 — Ho proceed* to Trieitr, end pane* from thence 
by lahd (e Haxnbargb, fbtd.— Ilonoan paid him by the Qneen 
tif Napln on bb (jolttiog relenno, together with bb reception 
•t'Vieima, IbkL— Attention »beira hbn at Pragno by tbo 
ArcMote CfearJm, and by tho Senate of Hamburgh, IPS— 
Urt Lorfjhlp amtee In England, Ibid. — Dines rj Ift tie Lord 
Jlajor, 190— sSpccch mado tohli Lordihlp hy hlf. Clarke, 
lie Chamborlaia of tie City, 200— IH» I^onlihlp'i anttTCTV 
20S— Is raised to tie rank of Vice-Admiral of the Bloc, IbkL 
1— Tie command of a dfeblon in Oio Cbinne) flset bitend^ to 
be gircB htin, 204— Hu destliuiJon changed, hii Lordihlp^ 
being appobited second m commiDd of the fleet sent Into Ibo 
Baltic, nnder (ho order* of Sir llyde Parker, 205— The fleet 
4aIIf fiOTO Ykroiooth, together nith the meaiore* taken by 
-Dnimark and Sweden to oppow If, 200— Accoont of the 
ioitIcs of Denmark, Sweden, and IlDitia, 20S— Faertton* 
by tho British gorerament to prereot a rnptare, COO— 
The tallare of theta, 210— Correipondeoce between Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker, and tho Ueer Strieker, Goixmor of Cron- 
enberg Chiitlo, 211 — Tho BritLh fleet pane* the Sound, 212 
—A detail of the cirenrottanee* Bttcndmg that eremt, IhfiL— 
DncripUon of the tIcw of tho coi>t of Denmark and S« edm, 
217 — Lord Nelton Toluntecn hli «efTlK!a to commaad the 
attack on Copenhagen, tUO — Preparatory arraaptmettf* 
made on the oeeadon, 220— Orden liinrd fir the rejolaflua 
•f tho mode of attack, 231 — TcjHmony hume by Ix'rd Nrl- 
lon to IhegaUantry of tbcDaaeij'CCl— Otclal dl'ptfhti of 



CONTENTS. ■ 


Sir Hyde Parker, coittaining an account of llicaKack, ^24-— 
Account containing the particulars of it, transmit<cd to him 

by Lord Nelson, 227— iftlcmoirs of Sir Hyde Parker, 229— ' 
Of Sir Thomas Graves,- K. P,, 23-1— Of Sir Thomas Bouldcn 
Thompson, 239 — Of Captain Eduard Riou, 243 — Incon^ 
Tenicncc to which the British detachment was exposed, in 
consequence of the Agamemnon, the Bcllona, ami the Pais- 
sell being prevented from gelling into their stations, 245 — 
Distress on board the Danish ships, 249 — Loi-d Nelson dis- 
patches a flag of truce on shore, ibid. — hlcmoirs of Sir Fre.. 
deride Thesiger, ibid. — Connnimicalion and correspondence 
between his Lordship and the Crown Prince of Denmark, 
252 — Account of his Lordship's reception at Copenhagen, 
254 — Remarks thereon, 255— Account given of the engage- 
ment by a native of Denmark, 25C — Letter from tlie Royal 
College of Commerce at Copenhagen to his Danish ^lajcsty's 
Consul at Leith, 2G4 — Accountmf the action, written ijy’ an ■ 
Englishman on board one of the British shi])‘> of war, 2GG— 
Official account given of it by the Danes, 270 — LiA of the 
Danish line of defence, 274 — Observations on the conduct of 
■ Imrd Nelson, 279 — Articles of the treaty entered into with 
tlie Danes, 280 — Account given of his Lordship’s reception, 
by Mr. Carr, 284 — Presents made by Lord Nelson to the 
young Danish Officers, 287 — Thanks of the British Parliament 
voted to his Lordship, 288 — Tributes of applause render- 
ed to his conduct in the Houses of Lords and Commons, 289 
— Created a discount of the United Kingdom, 291 — SirHydo 
Parker proceeds up the Baltic, leaving Lord Nelson at Co- 
penhagen, 292 — Difficulties which attended the paisagc be- 
tween tlie Islands, of Amak and Saltholm, 293 — Advice re- 
' ceived by his Lordship, that an engagement was expected to 
take place between the Swedish and British fleets, 294— Ri? 
- Lordship follows the division, of the Commander in Chief in 
his barge, ibid.— Interesting anecdotes that took placeduring 
the passage, ibitk — His Lordship gets on board the Elephant, 
29G-The Swedish fleet descried, but hostilities preieuted 



coifTEjrrs. 


TTi 

for the pretcnf 67 a flag of trace dlipatrhed hy Sir Fjila 
P^fter, with information of the dimter which hul bcUxIlra 
the Dumb lino of defract, 25(5 — Cormpondrace httrcco 
Sir Hyde and Vice-Admiral Cronitadt, the Swediih Admiral, 
iCr— DedaratfoQ orthefmperar of ali (ho Rnaus, 255— 
Sir Hyde ParUornaljto hi* command to Jxird NtJ^ou, SOJ— . 
CormpondencB between hu Xjordddp and Vice-Admiral 
.CrotuUdt, ibid,— Hi* Lordihlp rctigni hU command, 30h— 
Pablic order* on that oemuion, ibid.— Ceremonial of the In- 
TesUtnre of Sir Thcmui GniTe* with tho Order of Ibf Bath, 
307— Hi* Lordship arriret at Yanoonlh, 303— InradDo of 
Britain threaiened bj Franco, 305— Lord \eJion rolanta- 
rfly ofler* hi* lerrico on the occaiion, 311— Ob^emfion* 
thoraon, ibid.— IIi* condoct on landing at VnmoQfb, SIS— 
The aiighty prcparalion* of France, 515— 1U» LonJshJp 
IioUt* hb flag on hoard the Leyden, of OS ganj, 3l(5— De- 
leriptloa of Boalogne, and hb Lordtbip'i arriral oiT (bat 
port, 31d— ArTan|;emenb made for the attack, S19«->The 
CTcat of it, and remark* thereon, 321— Olhrbl aetoant 
thereof, 322— Ub order* on the occa*ion, 32>— IIu Lordship 
rctanii yo England, 324— Rcramc* (bo attempt, 32fl— Ilii 
offldal diipatcbw, and the pirciation* adopted by the mnny, 
327— fleflectlon* on (he transactam, 337— ffi* Loribbip'* 
order* coaieqoent to It, SJR—Comolatory letter wriUm to 
hli I/Jrd*hlp bjr Earl St Vincent, 340— ffamanlty of Id* 
Ijordiblp on landing at Deal, Ibrd.— Anerdofei of blm *ihea 
atSaifabnry, 311—1* adranced (o tic rank of Vbcoant, 3li 
— Jlccipitnlatlon of hr* gallant exploit*, together \rtih rr* 
nmV* on them, and on the con*cqawjcf* thereof, 341— -.\ 
reriew of the honoor* conferred on him, 35J— Ifb dnracter 
iuriril life, 35CV— HU parliamentary rondnet, 357— SprerU 
rode by him in thcIfoTiicofJiOnli, on (he 2 tit of R^mber, 
•J5S— Appointed Commander In Chief In the Jlcdlterrancan, ‘ 
and proceed* to Gihraltlr, haring hoi'tnf bii dag 00 hoard 
the Victory, 302— Accoont of the »k\rmUh » Ith part of the 
French fleet off Toulon, 305— DcilrwrCon of Irench toer- 



COKTENTS. 


X\ll 

I 

chant vessels in Hiercs Bay, 365— Letter written -by his 
Lordship to the Lord Mayor, ,iii consequence of tlie resolu- 
tions of the Corporation oftlie City of London, - thanking 
him, as Commander in Chief of the fleet cmjdoj'ed in. 
blockading the port of Toulon, 3G6 — The French fleet puts 
to sea from Toulon, 36S — Ills Lordship, deceived by false in- 
telligence, pursues it in vain, 369 — He returns bade to Tou- 
lon, ibid. — Sails again, and proceeds to the AVest Indies, 570 
—Lord Nelson arrives in Tcluan Bay, 371 — He determines 
to pursue the enemy, ibid, — Remarks on his conduct, 372 — 
He proceeds to the West Indies, and arrives at Barbadocs, 
374 — Joined by Rear-Admiral Cochrane, 375 — Proceeds to 
Trinidad, 37Q — Quits that Island, and proceeds to Antigua, 
where he receives information that the Combined Squadrons 
: were on their passage back to Europe, 377 — His Lordship 
again follows them, ibid. — Arrives at Gibraltar, 378 — Pro- 
ceeds toTctuan Bay, 379— Returns homeward, but is disap- 
pointed in his hopes of falling in with tlic enemy off Ireland j 
he repairs to Portsmouth, in tlm Victory, accompanied b}' tlie 
Superbe, 381 — Interesting anecdote of Ijis Lordship, when 
Captain Nelson, 382 — He arrives in London, 383— Account 
of his reception, ibid. — Appointed to command a fleet ordered 
to be collected for tlie purpose of pursuing the enemy, so soon 
ns any intelligence could be obtained concerning them, 384 — 
Reinforcements dispatched to join Admiral Collingwood, 385 
— Deputation from the AVest India planters waits on his Lord- 
ship, 386— -His answer, ibid — Information received of the 
motions of the Combined Fleet, 387 — Lordship, rehoisti 
his flag on board the Victory, ibid.— Sails for the Straits, 
388— Dispositions made by his Lordship of the fleet under his 
orders, 389— The Combined Fleets put to sea, 390— Official 
account of the battle off Cape Trafalgar, 395 — Memoirs of 
Captain Blackwood, 400 — General orders issued immediate- 
. ly after the action, 403— Memoirs of Lord Collingwood, 408 
•^-Reflections on the esfent and consequences of the victory 



r\uj 


COI^tEnTt. 


otnCrafaipiT, 4<W— -Aftftdofe concerning Lord Isrlron aS 
tite ccrmiBencTmTOtof the action, 412 — lUport of the txxnr- 
rencri i^hich took place dnrfng &e tnctmntcr, 411— Hu 
death and character, 420 


DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER 

Portrair, to front the title page. 

Plan of the Battle off Cape St Vincent, to 
front page 75 

^^cr^ of the Boat Fight, to front page 100. 

Plan of the Battle off Aboulir, to front 
page 13a. 

Plan of the Battle off Copenhagen, to front 
page lit. 

Fac Simile of Lord Nelson’s lland-niting. to 
front page 194 

Plans of the Battle off Cape Trafalgar, to 
front page 395. 



MEMOIRS 


OP 

J.ORD VISCOUNT NELSON. 


T he labours of the biographer, of all literary 
duties perhaps the most important to the 
teniporal interests of mankind, are usually attend- 
ed by difficulties proportioned to that general im- 
portance. In the intricacies of cabinets, the secret 
cabals of factions, the intrigues of courtiers, or the 
closets of monarchs, %vhat cjue can he find to 
truth? what degree of penetration can guard him 
against error? If he turn from the actions of 
men to their motives, from the review of their 
conduct to -the examination of tlieir characters, 
his pains will but be increased. The contradic- 
^tory features which will almost always be found 
in bold and generous minds,’ and the- 'hypocrisy 
and dissimulation which generally belong to those 
pf a meaner cast, will evade his severest scrutiny, 
and baffle his most hbneist and acute judgment. 
Should he however, by a rare good fortune, avoid 
all these' pitfalls of error, a greater peril still 
lurks behind in his owp passions, in those pre- 
judices and partialities, under the influence of 
which when his subject admits the freedom of 

B’ 
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conjecture, he will frequently praise or blame, 
acquit or condemn, with an injustice, which, 
however unpremeditated, will expose him to in- 
evitable censure, and probably disgrace. 

How fortunate then is he to whose lot it may 
fall to pen the splendid details of a life so spent, 
and a cbaracter eo constituted, as to leave the 
biographer in perfect security from any of those 
dangers 1 We will sketch the outline of the 
portrait, and challenge tlie .world to deny the 
resemblance. 

The extraofdinary person then of whom we 
are to treat, bom and educated in the stillness of 
domestic privacy, carried with him through a 
life of unexampled glory that exquisitely noble, 
though tender, simplicity of mind and manners, 
which, while it relieved the more dazzling parts 
of his character, endeared him to those who 
knew him best, even more than all his victories. 
It was made up of many excellent passions and 
sentiments, so mixed and nourished in the warm- 
est heart that ever iohabiicd an human breast, 
that it seemed to be, or rather was, but one qua- 
lity, wbich invariably inUuenced his conduct, 
and shone in all he thought, said, or acted. 

This nameless ruling principle inspired him 
with an exalted pride, which looted down with 
contempt on the littleness of political or pro- 
fessional parties, and with a sincerity which 
would have disqualified him to act with them, 
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could he have been so inclined ; with a sympathy 
not uncommon t'o great minds. Which led him, 
without the aid oif deliberation and judgment, 
to the happiest selection of his friends in private 
life, and of his companions in public service ; 
with ambition of a‘sort simple as the rest of his 
character, which seemed to belong particularly 
to himself, and in the gratification of which, the 
plan, the execution, and the event, were solely 
his own, and always successful ; with a magna-* 
nimity, courage, and presence of mind, not con- ^ 
fined to the quarterdeck, its pinnacle of glory, 
but evident in alibis intercoufse with kings and 
statesmen of his own and other countries ; with a 
quickness of decision and a promptitude of exe- 
cution so instantly following, that they appeared 
but one act ; with a pure and correct spirit of 
patriotism, which, while it modestly declined to 
profess itself in the senate, and proudly, disdained 
to proclaim itself to the people, spoke in thunder 
to the enemies of his country, from that station, 
only in which his sovereign had wisely thought 
fit to place him. 

Such was the' public character of this great 
man, and his country was fully sensible of those 
services which it never could sufiiciently recom- 
pense. /=* Honours and dignities were thickly 
showered on him, and he became the idol of 
Britain, and the wonder of the world. , Yet in 
those short intervals of relaxation, which his pub- 
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lie duties allowed him, how did we find him in 
his domestic retirement ? . Mild, unassuming, 
and ipnocent : the- only man in Europe with 
whom we could have sat even for half an hour, 
^without hearing of Lord Nelson’s fame. If that 
serrice, the already glorious reputation of which 
he had so frequently crowned with his own lau- 
rels, became perchance the topic of conversation, 
he joined in it only to-erpress his gratitude to 
those veterans who had been his professional in- 
structors, and his affection to the brave men who 
had served with him. In a word, for we must 
repeat it. the ruling character of bis mind was a 
noble and chaste simplicity. To that wc owe 
his public services and his private merits, our 
past aejoicings, and out present grief. 

Horatio, late Lord Vi.wount Nelson, was the 
third son ofthe Reverend Edmund Nelson, rector 
hf Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk, 
and Catharine, daughter of Maurice Suckling, 
11. D. rector of Bnrsham in Suffolk, R'oodton in 
Norfolk, and one of the prebendaries of West- 
minster. He was bom on the apth.of September, 
ITjS, nnd received the first rudiments of educa- 
tion in the public school of Norwich, from 
•whence he afterwards removed to North Il’al- 
shaw. HU progress in scholastic learning was 
however necessarily interupled at a very early 
age; for having .fortunately, at least for his 
country, been destined by his father, though, as 
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it is reported, not strictly in unison with his own 
inclination, for the sea service, he was, when 
only twelve years old, entered on board the Rai- 
sonnable, of sixty-four guns, a ship ,at that tinle 
commanded by his maternal uncle. Captain 
Maurice Suckling."**^ This circumstance took 

This gentleman was descended from a family, whose resi- 
dence at Wodton, or Woodton, in the county -of Norfolk, ap- 
pears, from tlie visitations of that county, to be traced from a 
.very remote period, to the year It had given birth to 

many men of reputation, and among others, to Sir John Suck- 
ling, whose father \vas comptroller of the household, aud a 
member of the privy co'uncil, in the reigns of James I. and his 
.^uccessor^ Charles I. Sir Jolm_was not more noticed at the 
period in which he domished for the elegance and urbanity of 
his manners, than for his\talents, which bore a very distin-' 
guished rank among the literati of that age, more especially in 
the poetical department. The immediate ancestor of Captain 
Suckling was, as before raentioued, tlie Rev. INIaurice Suck- 
ling, D. D. one of the prebendaries of Westminster, ' who 
married Anne, the daughter of Sir Charles Turner, of War- 
ham, iu Norfolk, Knight and Baronet, by which marriage 
Captain Suckling, and the noble lord, the subject of tire pre- 
sent memoirs, became related to the noble family of Walpole, 
the wife of Sir Charles Turner beiijg sister to the Right Hon, 
Robert Walpole, Earl of Orford. 

Mr. Suckling,.haviug discovered an inchnafion for nairtical 
pursuits, entereil at a very early period of life into the roval 
navy ; aud though from his subsequent conduct there can be 
no doubt that he distinguished himself in the -inferior stations 
of the service, whenever an opportum'ty offered, vet there is no 
particular mention of him, except merely his appointment to 
the rank of lieutenant, on the Sth ef 3Iarch, preric--= - 
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place in the year 1770. and the thip jost men- 
tioned teas one of those ordered to be equipped, 

to h» Q commi>ik>Q u captam of tb< Drcfldnonght, a 

•hip ofttxty gum, on tbc setrood of D«c«3Dbcr, 1755 
Soon after tus adraz>cameirtf mr breakoi; oatbetn-cen the 
hval perrer* of Fnmeo and Great Bnlam, h tto tbooght 
co a u j to tend tome ihipi to the cit Indkt, m order to pro- 
tect those raloahte postenkten froa any attack that cuafat be 
jnade on them by the enemy Among those sent on tlm oc- 
cason was the Dreadnoagfat, maUni; part of a tmaS tqaadron 
of three sail of the Ime, whldi, ailer a ibort penod of mtcli- 
Tjty, were ordered to cruise off Cape rrancooc. The force 
conned, besides bn own ship, of the Augusta and Edmbargfa. 
the former of listy, the biter of thty four guns. They had 
not long been oo thh ttation, ere Captam SotkJmg net wUh 
the opportunity to long sought for, of dftbiguahbg htm»elf, 
u they bad the good fortune to fsU b srrlb a French anna- 
romt, CTtnsaliirg of seren sail, foor of whkb were of Ibe Fme, 
one of forty four guns, and ,two fngitrs, wHrb, in the pre- 
sumptuous hope of anuibilating the BnlMi s/ptadron, had 
quitted the protect wo of tbeir ballcricj, where they had to 
loog cootinuetl in secuntT 

Notmtltsliradoig the great faicquabty opposed to them the 
cemamaDderi of the Bntah forte, after a m wn e n tary cotmjta- 
tKin, tmanunomly defenabed to add fresh bureli to their 
country, or pcrtdi in the mcoaotrr An action accordmcly 
<efsu'sf7Kfi), if lant} 

salour, anU the ihsre that Captam SocLlmg I»orr b the cs- 
pgetaent, whicb eniled m the total dtHomfitore of Ibcir op- 
ponentf, ii recprdoi lO the following short Dcrtnmi, 

Tho Pmdooujht, getlrog on the InUtpide • benr, Irpt 
her helm bird on starboard tn taVe her, or, if she proceeded, 
to fill on board as the most odranbgcom iituatavn ; but she 
chjse to bear up, and c«ntcn»ed to do to dunog the irtiw, 
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in consequence of the rupture at that time appre- 
hended' between the courts of London and Ma- 
drid, relative to the Falkland Islands. The mat- 
ter in dispute being hoWever speedily accom- 
modated, the Raisonnable was put out of com- 
mission 5 and a life of indolence, even for a sin- 

till she fell dibbled. By thus bediing short on her own ship, 
those astern were thrown into disorder, from which they 
never recovered ; and wl>en the Tntrepide dropped, and was 
relieved by the Ojpiniatre, the Greenwich in confusion got on 
board her, While tlie Sceptre pressmg on, the whole number 
were furiously cannonaded by the Edinburgh and Augusta, 
especially tlie Intrepide, w'hich lay dismantled in a very Shat- 
tered situation, having a signal out for relief.” 

Captain Suckling, whose conduct and courage in the above 
engagement became the admiration of his country, continued 
to be employed during the whole of the vrar, but without hav- 
ing My second opportunity. of distinguishing liimself. At the 
conclusion of it, he appears to have lived in domestic retire- 
ment; having mairied, on the ipth of June, 1764, the Hon. 
Mary Walpole, eldest daughter of Horatio, first Lord Wal- 
pole, by 'Mary, daughter of Peter Lombard, Esq. He was 
-however soon deprived of tliis felicity, bis wife having lived 
only t\vo years, dying on the ipth of June, 1/66. 

On tlie apprehended rupture with Spain relative to the 
Falkland Islands, Captain Supkling was appointed in 1770 to' 
the Raisonnable of sixty-four guns, and in the montli of Maj^, 
1771, to the Triumph of seventy-four guns ; but peace continu- 
ing, tliis was the last naval promotion he experienced, if ive 
except tliat of comptroller of the na\’y, in which office he 
succeeded Sir Hugh Palliser, and retaiued it to his death. This 
event took place in the prime of his life, and in qie month of 
July, 1778. 



8 - 


’ MIHOUS Or' ' 

daff being considered highly improper by 
I Coptain Suclding, his nephew, by his advice, cx- 
penenced a temporary transfer into the mercan- 
tile line of service, having made a voyage to the 
West Indies under the care of Mr. -John Rath- 
bone, who had formerly served under Captain 
Suckling on board thb Dreadnought, and who 
then commanded a ship employed in the trade 
to these colonies. 

During the absence of Mr. Nelson, Captain 
Suckling had been appointed to command the 
Triumph of sgventy-four guns, a guardihip sta- 
tioned at Chatham’s and immediately on the ar- 
rival of the former, he returned into the king's 
Service, under the protection and guidance of his 
uncle, being appointed a midshipman on board 
the ship just mentioned. It is said, and from 
such authority as can scarcely be doubled, that 
Tie had imbibed the strongest prejudice against 
serving in the navy, and that it was not without 
much difficulty that his uncle, than whom no 
person could be better qualified for such a 
task, was able to remove it. Gentle precept, 
and the force of example, having completed this 
-purpose, this young nasfigator gave the earliest 
proota of that enlhu5iasllc.altBchracnt to his pro- 
fession which very rarely foils to create renown, 
and lead to the highest honours. It is reported, 
as an anecdote, that bis uncle, who appears from 
this circumstance to have obtained very con- 
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alterable knowledge of . the workings of the liu- 
man heart, as well as to have made himself com- 
pletely master of his nephew’s peculiar turn of 
mind, carried his point by judiciously appear- 
ing, to place a confidence in kim far beyond 
what his years and short time of service might 
be thought to justify, but ‘which his conduct 
uniformly proved he fully merited. 

. He continued in the Triumph no longer. than 
till the month of April in the year chsuingj when 
it having been resolved' to send out two vessels 
to the northern seas, on a voyage of discovery, 
and the office of a midshipman on board a guard- 
ship little according with his active turn ofmind, 
he solicited ah appointment, and was accord- 
ingly received on board the Carcasej^as coxswain 
to Captain Lutwidge, who was commander of 
.that vessel. This application stands,, among 
many others, a very convincing proof , of that 
enthusiastic attachment to every branch of the 
service ill which he was engaged, that has 'so 
strongly marked the character of this noble per- 
son through life. The expedition in which he 
so earnestly wished^ to engage^ i^vas attended 
■with many disagreeable and dangerous conside- 
rations ‘\vhich do not usually fall to the share of 
voyages undertaken towards other quarters of 
the .world,. The principal object of it was to as- 
certaiffihow near to the, north pole navigation 
could possibly be. carried, the.Royal Society,- and 
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'many learned persons, being of opinion that some 
advancement might he effected, through such a 
measure, totrardi the discovery of a north-west 
passage into the South Seas ; and also that many 
astronomical observations might be taken in 
those high latitudes, which would afford a 
ricty of data and deductions extremely useful to 
seamen. 

The peculiar dangers which it was supposed 
the vessels engaged in this undertaking would 
have to encounter, caused the admiralty-board 
not only to take such extraordinary precautions 
in fitting out and preparing the vessels as might 
have intimidated a less ardent mind than that 
of Mr. Nelson from voluntarily exposing himself 
to them, but also to issue a posiU^^ .order that 
no boys whatever should be received on board. 
The cause was obvious j but the eager and 
strenuous manner of the application overcame 
the difficulty, though our youthful ad\eDturcr 
was not then fifteen years old.* 

• TTih expfdjdon ku to iLr comanml of lie ho- 

Wiurable Comlintioe John Pbipp*, anenrarUi I^ord Jlnlpjatc. 
He wu the eldest son of Cotutoutioe, oratetl Darun 
of New Ktrti in tbe cooflty of WexfonI md Vb^om of Ire- 
land, by wnt of prlry-seal, dated at St Jiines’e, Au^tot the 
8tb, 1767, and by patad at DobLn, on Ihfc 3d of September 
fonowrop, by Lepell, eldest dtopbler to John LonI limey, 
*00 of John first Earl of Dnttol. Ilarlng at an early ape pto- 
fmed an inclmalroa for ntarrtime he was entered on 

board one of hi^M:yctfj’i riiip* of war, and Krrcd ti a ovl* 
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His conduct through all the perils of this ex- 
pedition, which were- extremely numerous, fully 

\ 

sliipman on hoard theDragoiij at tlie attack of Marliiiico, under 
his relative Captain Hervey. He does not appear to Jnivc dis- 
tinguished himself in any particular manner in a subordinate 
situation, nor do the na\'al,aunals record any thing material ex- , 
cept the mere dates of his commissions. He was raised to the 
rank of post-captain on the 20th of June, 17d5, and took the 
command of the Terpsichore frigate. In 17G7 he was captain 
of the Boreas, then employed as a crin?er. Tliis slii]) he how- 
^ ever soon quitted ; nor does he appear to have held any subse- 
quent commission until Uic beginning of the year 177^5 "'vheu 
he was appointed, on the 22d of April, to tlic Racehorse bomb- 
ketch, as the senior in command on the projected expedition tQ 
the north pole. Tliis vessel, and the Carcase, Captain LuU 
widge, were pitched upon for tliis purpose, as the best calcu- 
lated, on account of their solidity, to resist those assaults they 
might encounter from the ice and other unforeseen impedi- 
ments. Accordingly, after every possible attention bad been 
paid by the admiralty-board, and also by the Earl of Sandwich 
himself, at that time first commissioner, in order that itliey 
might be supplied witli every necessary, and tlic minutest sciu- 
tiny made as to the proper equipment of tlie vessels, Captain 
Phipps proceeded to tlie Norc, where he was joined on tlie 
30th of May by his consort. They sailed on their voyage tlic 
4th of June, and on the 2Sthniade tlie land of Spitzbergen. 
The Racehorse and Carcase continued in those frozen seas till 
tlie 1 0th of August, occasionally occupied either in coasting 
along the shore of Spitzbergen, tlie land adjacent, tlie immense 
fields of ice which might be said to inclose them, or in endea- 
vouring to fulfil more completely the object of their expedition, v 
by forcing a passage through every cliannel that appeared iq 
any degree open. On the 31st of July the ships ivere closely 
purrouiided by the ice, which became so thick and impenc- 
. liable., that the greatest feW were entertained they w'ould be 
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Justified the. propriety of his application for the 
appointment, and answered the most Sanguine 

prerented from retmmng Eteiy atttntiott wm of cotme fan. 
toedklely paW to the »afety of the people the launches wen; 
hauled orerthc nre, and, in (bort, do mearure that bore any 
oppeirince of taKTing to thor dcbvenince onulted. AtJojglb, 
y»bcn least expected, and tirach bbour bad been frartlen!%, 
tBough prudeniK , thrown onij hi the aliempl, the ihtpj drift •» 
ed to the westwanl with the ice, pawed the boaU, whwh were 
immediitely ordered on board, and on the lOlh of Augast, 

' abont noon, hanng got dear of their rorroondrag di&uliks, 
stood OQt to lea. 

On the fonowlng day lltey anchored m Srueerenberg hat* 
hour, where tlie Dutch were fonnctly accustomed to hoil tfieh 
yrbalc od, and where Ute) Uicn found four DuUh alup* at an* 
cbor A few r3b>e<pKiit alteoptt to pub to the norlbward 
were tnade between tilts time and the 2Cd Tl»ey tU of ibem, 
bowerer, prored of no uoportonee, and tite nmd then conung 
round brally to the corthwanl, thb csjniro'taDce, together 
with the leryodranceil season of the year, united to cotifixm 
the dclcTTnmatKin of Cqnola Phipps to male no farther eyer* 
fioas whifb capenence Lad taucht lum could not be etperted 
»acce«ful, but to proceed immediately to ibe lootliwanJ A 
wall ofimpcDclrahle ree was found lorstend more Uitn twenty 
degrees between the lalltodcs so oml SI, tbroo^b winch there 
dhJ not appear to be Uie wnallest opening to the nortJmird. 
The ftstrnnomer* landed on KTrmI hlauds, oml made t num 
her of nirwmo^etrrrotionsj * arcom'^aacr wWh caodi w an 
incontroTcrtlble proof, tial iJie opeUuion was w»l urKlcrtalen 

mTim 

Oo the 7ih of ’'cptember the ahip^arrietd ofTSfietiand, and 
from that time till lUc^^th, wlienihey readied Oifordneii, en. 
countered eonstant and rooU Tiolent gules of wind, nidi ai 
prored the judgment wiili whwrli the tune was chosen for the 
commencement of the soja-e, u well ts for the tbtinlvulng 
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expectations of his friends and professional re- 
latives.' In so high a degree did he acquire the 

any farther 'attempt, %vbidi, if persisted in, must hievitdbly 
have proved fatal. 

Captain Phipps, on tbe’deatli of bis father, in the year 1775, 
succeeded to his honours in the title of Mulgrave, &c. and was, 
through the friendship of Lord Sandwich, rctunied as member 
for lire tovsm of Huntingdon in the year 1777, which place he 
continued to represent till the general election in 1784. In 
parliament, his abilities were conspicuous as a public speaker, 
the which indeed lie' had given a s]recimcn of prior to liis pe- 
rilous voyage, as he had been chosen one of the representatives 
for 'the borough of Lincoln, after a very severe contest with 
Mf. "Vyiier, in the year 17 6S ; bitt from 1774 till the period of 
his election for Huntingdon, he liad ceased being a member of 
the house of commons. He was also appointed one of the 
commissioners for executing the oHicc of lord-high-adiuiral, 
which situation he held during four edminissions, resigning it 
on the 30th of May, 1782. I’hongh it may be naturally sup- 
posed tliat the ostensible post he held, as well as his duly:, to 
his constituents; must occupy a-consideiiiblc portion of his lime, 
yet he so blended his civil labours witli those of his nautical 
ones, that botlv received additional lustre by his obscr\ancc of 
them. Soon after tiie commencement of the American war, he 
was employed, being tlicn captain of the Ardent of sixty-four 
guns, in cruizing in the Bay b'f Biscay. I^e was also jnesent at 
the engagement off Ushant, on tlie 27th of July, 177s, in v/hicb 
his ship, the Courageux of seventy-four guns, bore a veiy dis- 
tinguished share. From lliat period till the year 178I , he was 
employed iu the Channel , service, under the progressive com- 
m^ds of Sir Charles Hardy,' Admiral Geary’, and Mi-. Dai by. 
On tbe 4tli of January, in the above-mentioned j’ear, being on 
a separate cruize with the VaUant, a ship of his own’ force, tliey 
fell m-with two French frigates, one of which was chased by 
Ihe'YaUautjVYhile his lordship pursued the other, wliicb proved ' 
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■confidface of his commanding officer, that, -when 
the vessels were in the most perilous situauon, 

to be the SImem of thirty guiusod lliree hundred ind la- 
tern men, taleo from the Ert^bh in the Wert at the 

commcDcemtiit of the wax. The *ea nn reij h^ at the time 
the Cotuaj^eux got tip with her cfcocc, nhitb, though »o cih 
dently inferior io pomt of rtreogfh to her opponent, «», aifh 
B cimnige Blmost borderii^ on ireniy, id obaljnateJj defended 
bj her commander, tlie Chenlicrde Grimouard, that ihe drd 
pot BiiTcnder till after the captain Hnuclf, togetberahhtwen- 
ty-ooe tvenma, were daogeronalj wonnded, and one of hb 
Ueatenants, and forty-mne of the crew, LiUed. Soon after hts 
rclnni into port, hb chip being refitted from the fhuiuge «he 
Bad received in the preceding engagement, be wni *3)t with a 
imall force to maLe an attempt on Flushing, which, from pre^ 
Tions information of the reedjtaled attarh, prared ' fruitleai. 
lib lordship vns rrot parUcnhiriy noticed durrag tl>e reoainder 
of the eicept lo fiarmg (ed the van of the commander in 
chtcTi dmdon la the slight enconnfer which toolc place off the 
Streighls, oo the 20lh of October, I78C, io the relicfof QibraU 
tar, by the fleet noder the comtntnd of Lord Iloee. 

The CooTOgexu being paid off looo oflcr peace \ras made, 
his lordship nercT acceple<l toy other narj roramand, but coo- 
Cncdhimjclfto the datiej of hb aril eiipofotmcnU. At the 
general election in J74+, be chosen repccscafatire for the 
loan of KewiiiL-upon-Tmit; and m the ftionlh of April, In 
the nine jear, was rafaed to the high rtalko of joint pajutts- 
ler-pdncnil of the forces; and cnibe iSthofthe ensuing mooth 
W11 made one ofthe coromisdoners tor managing the aflUIo of 
the Easl-Iodia Company, Tl*c#e office*, together whh dal of 
a lord of die committee of cotmdl for the -coB^hlmtifui of 
matters relalbc to trade and foreign plantatiom, be Ik-IJ till 
the year 1791. I'rrskrus to this period, naraely on t'w iGth 
of Jtmc, 1790, be snsilill further enoobjed, hybein-rrbcil to 
the rtoL of a peer of Great Drftaio, by (he same htL- he bad 
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and all persons ori board entertained the , strong- 
est apprehensions that they would be inclosed 
in the ice, Mr. Nelson, notwithstanding his 
youth, was appointed to command one of the 
boats sent out for the purpose of attempting to 
find a passage or channel into the open water. 

One anecdote is related of him durino; this ex- 
pedition, which, though already repeatedly pub- 
lished and in some respects irregular with regard 
to the services does too much honour to his filial 
attention to be omitted here : — ^During the time 
the vessels were closely jammed up by the ice, 
Mr. Nelson was .missed in the night, and no in- 
considerable apprehensions were entertained on 
board for his safety ; but he was ^at length dis- 
covered on the return of day at a considerable 
distance from the vessel, in pursuit of a large 
bear. He was .armed only with a musket, the 
lock of which having been, by some accident, 
injured, was rendered of no further service to 
' him than as a club; yet, thus weakly armed, he 
had the resolution and intrepidity to pursue the 
animal, in the 'hope of tiring it out, and knock- 
ing it down with the but-end of his piece. When 
he returned, he was somewhat harshly repri- 

iield his Iiish honours. This advancement, however, he did 
not long survive : dying on the 10th of October,' 1792, and 
leaving no'^ issue, the English title became extinct, but was re- 

I y 

vived in 1794, in tire person of his brother, tire right honour- 
able Henry Phipps, > 
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mandcd bj the captain, who demanded. In a 
Tciy peremptory tone, to know his reason for 
80 inconsiderate and rath an undertaking} when 
hit answer must have unbent the brow of the 
most unrelenting- tyrant- — I was in hopes, sir,” 
said the young hero, of getting a skin for my 
father.” 

’ The farther prosecution of tHc voyage being 
given up soon after the anecdote just mentioned 
had taken place, the ships returned to England, 
and were paid off in the month of October fol- 
lowing. A fre^h opportunity, however, of in- 
dulging his tbirat for rendering himself com- 
pletely master of his profession occurred very 
soon afterwards. A small squadron was order- 
ed to be fitted -out for the East Indies ; and our 
.youthful adventurer enter^ on board the Sea- 
horse, of twenty guns, which vessel was then 
commanded by the gallant Captain Farmer,* 

• Oeoi^ Farmer wa.^ ail'-acwl to Uic raoV of Utnicnaiit m 
iLc Mty, of M»v, I759, omJ tolLal pf cflomsmiifr 

tlw SGlh of May, 17 CS. We Luownot to parttoiUrklup 
tewut fint appoIntcJ ; but in iftipheoMcnoJumJooed fotl-e 
S« ifl *loop of mr, oml ordeml out to FalU jnd bJamb. 1 
arri^-et} ■ there la nfety early in the jear, but enforlu- 

natrly wlTered thipmeck on Uie I3 Uj of Mjrcb folbminj; at 
Fort Uoire, oa tJ»c etoil of I'ategonia. 11“ #Ioop bad tra- 
bappUy prtmnded on a ciMl-banV, jo^t at Ifi-li*wa|er, Imt 
temimeri tlurirg fhe'ebb m jKrteet cfity, though Captain 
rtnaer and th erew m we, dtulne the uhule Ihne, in n »late of 
moil ansioa* uncertaiuty. njc tide bad to Cow, utert 
the hope of Uicir dclmnu:ee,T»lucli liaJ projicJ'htljr ititj gih* 
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.who, some years ' afterwards, lost .his life on 
board the Quebec, in an engagement with the 

ened, was at once, almost annihilated, by,.vthe Swift having 
slipped off the rock, overset, 'and sunk to the-bottom in nine 
fatliom water. - 

This melancholy accident 'being totally unexpected, the 
crew, who, in the midst of tlieir distress, were fortunate enough 
to save their lives, were reduced to the utmost extremity, most 
of them'who had been labouring incessantly during the whole 
preceding tide, in the hope of presening tlie ship from further 
miscluef than she had by tire first acddent sustained, being left 
almost destitute of covering. This circumstance was rendered 
additionally alarming in that inhospitable climate, by the rapid 
approach of winter. Tire country was barfen to a degree 
scarcely credible, considering it a continent. It was .destitute 
even of water, except what was produced from two old wells; 
destitute of every article that could contribute to the support 
of life, except the sea weed, which was throum up above high' 
water, mark, while, at the same time, tire internal resources 
amounted to no more than a single biscuit for each man per 
day : nevertheless in this wretched state W'ere Captain Farmer 
and iris crew' compelled to remEun during t\venty-nine days. 

Immediately on the Swift being cast aAvay, Mr. William 
White, tlien a master’s mate, and who afterivards in 1783 
most deservedly obtained the rank of post-captain in the navy,' 
w'as -dispatched with six volunteers to 'Falkland islands, as the 
only certain means of obtainmgv relief. The attempt rvas ha- 
zardous, _ particularly in those tempestuous seas, the distance 
being upwards of one hundi-ed and thirty leagues; but Pro- 
vidence favoured their bold undertaking, and success crowned' 
it. The Favourite sloop, 'commanded by Captain Maltby, 
instantly sailed to'the relief of the sufferers, and took them all - 
safely on board on the 12th of April. 'The dispute with the 
Spaniards Iiaving risen to no inconsiderable height inthatquar- - 

c 
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Surveillantc, a Frcncli frigate of very superior 
force. The climate of lodia ill suiting Mr. Nel- 

t&r, the Dridib forecr cemptetdy inadtffjtrafe to tie purpose of 
nuntahmig t^t right it was sent to defatd against the fot' 
Slidable irnAmenU, comitarathejy speiJuzif, wiki Hi sstS' 
goofats bronght Igaimt it, was crropcDcd whh great re- 
lacttQce to girt them up qnielJy that pcmeasJMi, whirb 
otherwise wooW hare been extorttd by fottt, and would bare 
occasfoDed the moit sertoos cotisequtacts, and umetctsaiy 
blood »hcd. 

Captain Futner returned to Eojlind w Wi bis people in the 
month of September, « passen-en. on board the same eeswl, 
wUidi delkered them froru their dktiess in the forerfrhBtance, 
the Fnrourite sloop of war. Oo the iCflh of January, lT7i, 
harit^ been prosfooslj most boooortibly oerpijtied of oH 
blame byacoort-martiilheMforthepari^ose ofenquldaqisto 
the Inas of the Swift, be was prontoted to the nab of pQit>cap> 
tda, and comtuMooed to (be Lonneestoo; L'Ot tib appoint* 
^ment bavii^, as U t<tj nidomarj hi lime of pner, been made 
ontnjerylyMt matter of fortn, he rpiHfrd llrat ^plmmeduteJy 
aflcTwards nnd dors not appear to haT Ittld imy rnW<]i\ent 
command tQl the j ear 1 <75. or the rjecer dii», whtn he srw 
apjmmtrd to the Seahorre of twenty ptms, btmI ordtred to the 
Kartlndses. He contioeed ibere we beliete to Ihcycnr 177!*, 
ami banng then rettmsed to En-Und, was very soon after Hs 
arrival, appointed to the (Jotbec frigate of tJilrty-hn> gtntv, 
Dete^ ordered out 00 a ernbe off Csbaat,ln the month of Sep. 
tember, be fell la, on the 4lh of the ensoing trtonlb, with ih^ 
SoTTeillante, o Frencb frigate of Uic Urgat cnmtrnetioQ then 
io sertke, carrying tneotj-eigbl eighteen pounders on her mam* 
deck, and twelve or foortem Iwelre and ri\-poonden on ber 
rpmter-<leek und foreewllc, manned with ■ cbown crew of 
three hundred and sixty men; whde the force of the Quebec 
amonalcd to tw tnort than two boadred and twenty proi, 
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son’s constitution, which, strange to say, was 
then, and ever afterwards continued to be, ex- 

I 

twenty-six twelve-pounders on her main-deck, with six six- 
pounders on her quarter-deck and forecastle. The^cncounter 
commenced at nine o’clock in tlie morning, the enemy having 
tlien opened their lire on the Quebec, but at too great a di- 
stance to efiect any considerable execution. Captain Fanner, 
hoAvever, did not return their salute till an hour aftenvards, 
during 'the whole of whiclx intcr\’al, the two sliips continued 
gradually to approach each other. Being then, as he judged, 
sufficiently near to do execution, he hoisted his colours and be- 
gan to engage, still' continuing to close with the Surveillantc, 
till he got within pistol shot. The French frigate was totally 
dismasted, after a verj’ severe action of three hours and a half's 
continuance, and appeared on the point of surrendering, Avhen 
imfortunately the main and fore-masts of tlic Quebec, which 
had been verj' severely wounded in the former part of tlic en- 
gagement, in which also the mizen-mast had been aheady car- 
ried away, fell almost at tlie same instant. The yards and 
tattered remnants of the sails felling dowm on the deck, im- 
mediately took fire flora the flash of tlie Quebec’s owm guns, 
for the spirits of the crew were raised to that degiee of eager- 
hess, tliat the utmost efforts of their officers could not for some 
few minutes induce them to desist from the encounter. In that 
short interval the dreadful mischief had taken place, and 
fatally spread beyond the power of extinction. 

Owing to the disabled state of the Quebec, the people Avere 
rendered almost totally incapable of making any exertions for 
the preservation of the ship ; so that her destruction Avas almost 
inevitable, from the' first moment tlic accident took place. ' 

Some of the officers, and several of’ the seamen, AA’crc 
picked up by the boats of the Rambler cutter Avho Avas in 
company, and had sustained, a veiy sharp action AAith a vessel 
of her OAATi description, in which her gaft Avas shot aAvay, many 
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tremelj^ dcllcatci Commodore Hughes, who 

p«» 0 M were tlso taien up bj the SontfUanle. S^Ttral of 
the COT twam on board that fhip, Bbom was the fint 

Uei^tr^t, ono«f whose amts was broLcD, and who wio iho 
otherwise wounded. Ilaviog for a long time eraJeaTouted to 
pemnde Captain ranaer to tccDiupau^ him, but in %aiD, he al 
lojgth stripped hbitsdr, tod forlcmatcfy got tra board the Sur- 
Tcillaiite, which ship was foofal to be herself in the greatest 
dhtnss: ahe was on firtt end had becolso much damaged in 
the action, that, without (be aasistanee of tliwrEoglbh swIots, 
httJe doubt b entertuloed, that she either would ba*e been 
bumt, orliare foondcred. So greet was the ap p reite ns ioo ett» 
tertabwl by the Frcoch nnoaoflheiranfugonisJslhat ihcj re- 
fused for some thiM toedmH them on hoard, fea ting they might 
take the ihrp from them, till their officers, who, m jostke to 
tlwB WT moat ohserte, beharedJo retry reaped Jiie humane 
and beneTolent tneu of Itonoor, coopelkd tlwm to afford Lbetr 
former foes esxr> nsMstaaee in theirpower, Mr. George erro- 
neously ktated that Uk; Surreillonle lired at hrs Ixcts, wlurlt 
were sent to tale op Urose of (lw soflerm wfinio he nilgtit fin't 
in the water. Tlibinbrrprcseit(a(ioo»nipj>OTeil1o'!ia\etriMm, 
cither from some of llw Quebec's own gum going offwlMa the 
ftaraes reachml them, or tite ca^ial dnebarge of some few shut 
from Uie Sar>cillante at tl>e Quebec, under Uw nlea tlutrrfcl 
nnee Imd not totally ceased. lalbeprralroofinloowhHinHM 
tJjen ha e preTaBe<l, socli Q mistake might tauly Ijnc been 
made. . 

Captain Farmer, wl>o liad been rery icrerHy, and,-m« it wav 
bebesed, mortaQy wotmde<l in the actroo, bwW by somrofthr 
Vmtnm who atteoiM him, to lase juilled off hh eogl aud 
committed liltnwlf to the sea, after remamhi- on boartl w atly 
till tlrt last mant but, os might ime Baturalty been foroeni, 
«3s drowned in Ills alteiDptlo get on boanl cither the eo<m)‘< 
filgaie, or the Himblcr cutler. 3It. Ot orge, n ho rommaLtlcd 
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commanded in chief on tnat station,^ thought 
proper to send him to England on botird the 


llie Rambler, concludes his ^account of the action with the fol- 
lowing well-desen’cd cncoiniuni on the incinorv and gallantry 
of Captain Farmer. “ I want woj'ds (says he) sullicient to 
describe the noble and gallant manner of Captain l^nner’s 
engaging the enemy, for upwards of tlirec hours and a half 




that he lay alongside the frig-ale, which cauiod Iwenly-eight 
eighteen poUiulei-s on her main-declc, and tw’clvc guns on licr 
quarter-deck and forecastle. The Quebec continued Imniing 
veiy fiercely, with her colours flying, till six o'clock, when she 
blew up." 

Immediately on the news of the above melancholy event 
having anived in England, tlie son of Capt-ain Farmer was, as a 
public testimony given of the high sense entertained of liis father’s 
conduct, advanced to the dignity of a baronet of GreatBritaiu. 

* hlr. afterwards Sir Edward, Hughes, was the descendant 
of a respectable fmnily in the county of Hertford, and having a 
.predilection for thesea, entered into the service w hen veiy young* 
The drat particuhu- mention w'c find made of him is, that siflcj. 
the taking of Poi to Bello he was 'promoted by Mr. Vernon, tlie 
commander in chief, to a lieutenancy, for his conduct dunng 
the siege of tliat place, liis commission bcing^dated on the 25th 
of August, 17-10. In the ye-ai- 174-T he" sailed as a passenger 
in the Warwick (being then only a lieutenant) to Louisbourg, 
can-ying a special recommendation to Commodore Knowles, 'and 
was by him appointed to the command of the Lark, pro ianporc, 
as successor to Captain Crookshanks, her commander, who 
was suspended; After the conclusion of tlie trial which . toolr 
-place pn Captain Crookshanks, he being totally dismissed from 
all command, Mr. Hughes was regularly appointed to the 
Lark, by commksion beaiiug date the Gtb of February, 1747-8, 
wlijcli being ^ afterwards co;ifinned by tbo admiralty-board, 
he accordingly took rank as post-captain from that very -hour; 
From this time, till that of his Teceiving the puife of com 
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health from Captain J. Pigot/who then com- 
manded the Dolphin, contnbuted in a great de- 
gree to the prcicrvation of his life, \\hich was 
for a considerable time in the most imminent 
danger. 

The air of his native country operated like a 
magical charm on the constitution of this enter- 
prising young man. He recovered so speedily, 
that, though the Dolphin was not paid off till 
the a4th of December, 1776, on the a^th pf the 
tame month he was appointed, by order from Sir 
James Douglas, then commander in chief at 
Portsmouth, to be acting lieutenant of the Wor- 
cester, a third rate, commanded by Capt. Mark 

tb« COtfa of Jon®, bat 00 «iooant«r took place Hitrinf the rr- 
matpder of tUe year, and be wtu tnenfirda joined by bh 
lUcbard lUckertoo, wnh ■ ranforrement of m nl] of the Ucc, 
and the Brhtol of tlAy goov hid re»*ed b Enrope 

eiriy in tbe yeir 17S3, bot the intelligence had not reacted 
India b the month of Jane, at wliirb time, the admiral bebg 
off Cuddalore, the enemy o^tb oppeared b dgbl ; a Leary 
cannonade took place, tihlch conUiroed three hoar*, when the 
French agab thoagbt proper to Inral off. On tbe JKd they 
were agab dciawl off I’ondKbenT, but no encoimter took 
place. Sir Ed«rd hntnedulcly j»Toceeded to Madras, ubese 
certain tatdTlgencc being rccebed that peace nas concluded, 
hoitffitirt cftned, and Sir F.dwird icluroed to Fjigbtwl ; after 
irhicb be nerer took apoa hnn my other cDOtatod. He wat 
adranced to be rlce-admlra] of the red on the Ctih of Sq't. 
3767, and afterward*, on the Jst ofFchreary, t7ft3. to b^ •d- 
rdrtlof the blue.. He dxd.muTenally beknedandic'pectcd^ 
oalhe l7lhofFebnraTy, 17IH. ' ' 
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Hobinson,^ whieh ship was then under sailing 
orders for Gibraltar, with a convoy. Mr, Nel- 

The services of this gentleman, previous to his uttnining 
the rank ofpost-captain, are hut iitUe known, except that he - 
served ai a lieutenant on board the Ramillies, about the year 
1757, that ship tlien bearing the flag of Sir Eduard Hawke. 
He was on the 13tli of August, l/hO, advanced to the rani: 
first mentioned, by being appointed captain of the Vanguard, 

•a third rate ; tliouah some accounts slate Jiim to liave com- 
maiided tl;e Isis of fifty guns, in the vei’y early part of that 
year. In 1762 be recci%'Cd a commission for the Rainbow of 
forty-four giuis, which ship he is believed to liave quitted at 
tlie end of thc'war^ nor is he known to have been again em- 
ployed till 17b7) when be received the command of ^bs 
Fowey, of twenty-four guns ; and tlie settlement of the Falk _ 
land Islands being then in contemplation, is reported to have 
been ordered into the soutbeni Atlantic. He returned how- 
ever to England in nor did he again fill any active sta- 

tion till some time in tlie year 1775, when he was commis- 
sioned to the Worcester, one of the guardsbips at I’ortsraoiith, 
mounting sixty-four guns. This command lie held till tlie 
beginning of the year 1779 j when the iVorcestcr being under 
orders for, the East Jndies, he quitted her, and w'as promoted, 
in the montli of March, to the Shrewshiirj', of seventj'-four 
guns. During the time, however, that he retained, the com- 
mand of tlie Worcester, that ship constituted a part of tlie 
Channel fleet, and he was materially engaged hi the action that 
took place off Ushant with the French fleet under Count d'Or- 
villiers, on the 27th of July, 1778, being appointed to lead the 
real- division, commanded by Sir Hugh Palliser. He w as aftcr- 
rvards ordered to reinforce Sir George Rodney in the West 
Indies, hut did not reach. his destination till after the encoun- 
ters with the Count tie Guicben had taken place. ’Notliing of 
any material consequence, happened to this gentleman until 
after his return to the West Indies fiom North America, w'bi- 
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Son reuined thU station till the month of April 
fbHowing, and displayed during the whole of a 
very long disagreeable winter’s entire in the Bay 
of Biscay, the same attention to his duty which 
had so deservedly.acquired him the love and the 
esteem of every officer he had before sailed with. 
Captain Robinson is, in particular, said to have 
declared to his friends, that notwithstanding Mr. 
Nelson’s youth, he being then little ipore than 
eighteen years old, he felt himself quite as easy 

tier accoEDpamoi Sir George Rodney. Xa 1^81 te male* 
rally dtstlngui»hcd hlmidf lo Ihe •rtioo ^likh took place be- 
tween the gretfer prrt of tlic BrHbh 6rtt dctacbed under lUo 
orden Sir Samuel Hood, itkd ibe Frtncfa anuamcot rom- 
^ masded by the Coast de Onue. Id that encoemtcf be led 
the dhiskm of Renr-odmlral Dralei snd ihougb he i&playtd, 
01 Indeed be did on all occosknia, tbe intent gallantry, be bad 
the good fortnoe to wftain but Utile Ion, haiiog only fit men 
laDed tod fourteen wounded. HehtmereTetpenenctdainorc 
eerere byary on tbe Alb of September foUtmlng, at tJie battle 
off tbe Cbesapeak . for Sir Samuel Hood baling proceeded, In 
the month of Aoemt, with port of Ibe West-Iodn iqaadron to 
America, JmmrdlatelyMM with Mr Onrea and lib squadron 
ill quest of the enemy. In the cngagi meal wliich look place, 
the SbrembufY, from the dwpodlion of the Beet, lc<l toto ac- 
tion, and recetTfd more damage than any other of the BnHdi 
•qnadron, bariDg bad fiarteeo men Llllcd, ami 6f)-t*o 
wounded. Unfortunately for bimvlf and ha counlry, Cfptaia 
Robinson was arnoDg Ihe latter, haimg knt ■ leg by a cannon 
shot. He tecoteredlHimi»fortttne,butcea'citadtfigaianJia! 
ofRctr. He was Iitnrtrer gratified with a pendon of three Imn- 
‘ dredpoowliayear; nod wbm by Kniority be became enWlrd 
lo a flag, was placed ^ the Im of lupmanoated admirals. 
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',in tlie most boisterous night-, when it was his 
turn to command the watch, as when it was 
that' of the oldest officer in the ship. 

The necessary period of service in the subor- 
dinate station of midshipman or mate being ex- 
•pifed, ]\Ir. Nelson passed his examination on the 
Sth-of April, 1777, and acquitted himself on the 
occasion with such high' credit, that on . the fol- 
lowing day he received a commission as second 
lieutenant of the Lowestoffe, of thirt3^-two guns, 
a frigstCy commanded by Captain William 
Lockeri* afterwards lieutenant -govertmr of 

* This brave man was the son of Mr. John Locker, a gen- 
tleman higlily esteemed in the literary world for Ins knowledge 
in polite literatme, and remarkable for liis skill in Uie modem 
Greek language. His mother was the daughter of Stillingflcet, 
Bishop of Worcester, by his lordship's first wife, and was con- 

■ sequently sister to the celebrated Benjamin Stillingfleet. Being 
destined by bis parents for the sea scivice, be began his career 
in that line under the protection of Captain Wjncniamja distuiij. 
relative, at the early age of fourteen, intlie year 1746', and ac- 
companied him on board the Kent of seventy guns, of which 
ship that gentleman then licld the command. On the decease 
of his patron, which happened very soon after Ins appointment 
to the Kent, IVLi-. Locker was removed to the Vainqueur sloop, 
Captain Kirk, under whom he continued to seire in that and 
other vessels on the Jamaica station, till removed into the flair- 
ship of Admiral Knowles, the Cornwall. Tliis situation he soon 

. quitted, dnd was again put under the command of Captain 
Kirk, with whom he returned to.Europe in the 'Elizabeth, in 
the year 174s. • . ' , , ' ‘ ^ ■ '' 

-Hostilities having ceased, and Mr. Locker wishing to perfect 

■ hin^self in maritime affairs, be entered into the Enst-India ser- 
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Greenwich hospital, who was appointed to that 
ship, on a .three years station at the island of 

Tier, end made hm or tlu« ToyaptJ to tbclr moit dr^t »«t- 
llemtaU, b) vrfDch metus lie brearae a pr«t proftarnt in iLe 
knowledge of lib duty w a teaman 
War agamrt France recommencing in ibe jrar 1756, lie rc- 
tnroed trf tbe Ungi •cnire, and feired under Sir F/l»jrd 
llavLe «s a mate an^ acting lieotenont, in nludi ftalbni be 
attracted bn notice ro nmcb, that when bo sent oat to the 
Mediterranean for the purporeof «npertediEg Mr. Djng, be 
aelected Mr. I^ocLer oj one of tlio. ofiicer* to be appointed m 
(he place of llK»e whom tt might be ncceaory to lend home, 
in order (o cridcnce on tlie meditated enquiry Halo tlie on- 
fortonale admmiri cooduct He teas lOon after hh ermal 
there, appointed Ueutecant of tlie FApenment, eormufloded hr 
Str JohaStradian Tlio rrH^el. nbfle on a enure in the Me- 
ditemoean. had w dntreH'ed the Frrnfli commerw, that a 
hrjfe ihip, wliieh had been formerly an Fan Induman, mi Cl 
ted oat by tlie Freoch merchants, and marmeii wiUi a picked 
crew of four hondred and mty men, in orrirr to attack lier 
Thecrewof the Cxpcmnent eon'ulnl of no more than one 
hondred and forty-liro men, ami rununtrd oiiK twenty ipint, 
of irliWi fourteen were Dinr*poundrr', i^o rite», ami four 
foar-potioden, while the Tderaaque, Iter oppoornt, brude* 
the duproporlioa of her crew, cimeil taoily-di, incut of 
whkh were twclee-pminden, and the rrmamder mne 
ThejhiJrt fell in whli each otlier on tl»e lOlh of June, 1757 1 
and both patties ’in.ing equaHly forfiie coute<i, an en- 

pagexacnl immediately took place with the great e*t fan, which 
wai finally pot an end In l*y the gallantry of >Ir. Locker. 
Tbe Frcncli, eonfidtng m ihr lupeTionty ot tl^cir mirnbcn, ai> 
templed to l>oari! the ripeiiment in tbe IwJt of tbe arttno 
they were in tbe Cnl msfance foiled, but, rctummg a iceon 1 
time to tlie charge, elT'xted their puipo^, bnl *o I pj rffertly, 
that thrv were Imloolly dnren back, with ic^ coo Ile-aKe 
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Jamaica. His new commander very so.on. found, 
exp'erimentally, that his behaviour in every re- 

loss. Mr. Locker immediately requested his eaptain, Sir Jolin 
Straclian, to 'suffer him to return the compliment, whicli being 
pemutted, he conducted tlic attack in so gallant a manner, that 
tliougli the enemy made an obstinate defence, llicy were obliged 
to surrender, though with the greatest reluctance; for Mr. 
Locker w-as obliged to bring their own captain, wounded, on 
deck, to command those who were quartered in the tbps to 
cease their fire. In tliis encounter, he received a -wound from 

t ^ 

a splinter in his leg, which, though slight, aflectcd him at times 
during the remainder of his lifei For some reason, not to be ' 
accqunted for, no notice was taken of this action by the com- 
mander in chief, Mr. Osborn, which very much displeased Sir 
John Strachan, not, as he declared, on his own account, hut 
on that of Lieutenant Locker,' to whose gallantry and good 
conduct- the success was principally owing. : 

Sir John being tqken ill, Mr. Jervis, now Earl of St. Vincent, 
was appointed to the Experiment, from wiiich period Mr. 
Locker, whose abilities as an officer became every day more 
conspicuous, became poss'essed of that gi-cat man’s most per- 
• feet esteem, wdiich continued to the time of his decease. After 
the recovery' of Sir John Straclian, he was promoted to the 
Sapphire, of thirty-Uvo' guns, and took his former officei-s, 
among .whom was Mr. Locker, witli him to that ship ; which 
being attached to the fleet under Sir Edward Hawke, he was pre- 
sent at the defeat of Conflans, in November, 1759, offQuiberon ; 
but from his station took no part in the encounter. >In the 
followmg year he was appointed lieutenant of tlie 'Ramillics, 
commanded by Captain Taylor,- and '^narrowly escaped ship- 
w'reck in that vessel, from the accidental circumstance of the 
officer who was to have succeeded him in the Sapphire not 
having joined 0 ie Ramillies when she went to sea. Thus pre- 
vented from going on board the last-mentioned ship, he wa’s 
appointed fourth lieutenant of the Royal George, mnder Sir 
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, particular one to which pre-eminence is due. 
We cannot however resist the temptation, even 
though we may incur the charge of literary pi- 
racy, by inserting an extract from his memoirs, 
published in the third volume of the Naval 
Chronicle, page 163, which, in just and honest 
tribute to the merits of that publication, \rc 
aver to contain the only genuine account of his 
lordship's life, so far as it goes, that has ever yet 
appeared. 

" During Mr. Nelson’s continuance in the 
lowestoffe, as second lieutenant, a circumstance 
occurred, which, as it strongly presaged his cha- 
racter, and conveys no invidious reflection on 
the officer to whom it alludes, deserves to be 
here recorded. 

“ In a strong gale of wind, and a heavy tea, 
the LoweitoBe captured an American letter of 
marque. Tlie captain ordered the first lieute- 
nant to board her, which he accordingly at- 
tempted, but-was not able to effect, owing to 
the tremendous sea running. On hit return to 
the ship. Captain locker exclaimed, ' Ihvc 1 
then no officer who can board the prize!' On 
hearing this, the matter immediately ran to the 
gang-rvay, in order to jump into the boat, when 
Lieutenant Nelson suddenly stopped him, tay.- 
ing, ‘ It is my turn now — if 1 come back, it will ■ 
bcyouri.' Hence «e perceive the indications 
of that intrepid spirit which no danger could 
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ever dismay or appal ; and also an early propen- 
sity for deeds of hardy enterprize. In the sub- 
sequent events of his glorious life, the reader 
will observe "tvith pleasure, that whatever perils 
or difficulties Horatio Nelson had to encounter, 
they only called forth a greater energy of mind 
to surmount them.” 

-Captain Locker being, in t 779> compelled to 
return to England for the benefit of his health, 
Mr. Nelson was appointed by Sir Peter Parker,* 

* This gcntlemaa was the son of Rear-admiral Christopher 
> Parker. Of the early part of his initiation into the service, 
tliere are no particulars ; hut we find him in the year 1743 
serving oh board tlie Russel, of which ship he was appointed a 
lieutenant by Admiral Matthews, tlicn commander in chief of 
the fleet employed on the Mediterranean station. 

How long he continued in this situation is not known, nei- 
ther are his subsequent appointments, till he was promoted 16 
be captain of the Margate, supposed to have been a frigate, 
from which, at tlie beginning of the year 1749, he was ad-* 
vanced to the Lancaster, a third rate. A second chasm in our 
knowledge of his commands tlien takes place, and continues till 
after the commencement of the war with France in 175fi, when 
in the following year he was appointed to the AVoohrich, a 
fourth rate, of fifty gmis, employed in the West Indies. On his 
return from thenpe, he was.removed to the Montague, and em- 
ployed during the winter of 1758 -m cruizing in the Channel, 
where he was successful in capturing several prizes. In the year 
1761 he commanded the Buckingham,' in which ship he ser\ed 
imder Commodore Keppel in covering the siege of Belleisle; ' 
and blocking up the French ports; but tliat ship becoming in 
need of repair soon afterwards, he removed into the Terrible, 
of74 guns, justnewly launched. The latter vessel being put out 
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then commander in chief on that station, to be 
third lieutenant of the Bristol, ^vhich was his 

faf conrausstoo not long efttmidi, no furtJief mention b lude 
of Mr. PaAer tin tl>e yctr 1/72, when be rce^nTd the bonont 
of knighthood, md b 1774 wiu coinmi*>)oned lo the Bajflenr, 
of nhe^ gum. About the end of the year 1773, he wts pro- 
moted to the rank of commodoft oo the Atnenoui ftatkm, 
whhber be sailed, from Portsmouth, on the Sd of December, 
’ baring hooted lih broad pendant on board the Bristot, of £dy 
gum. Orrbg to ttie tempettuom wcotlier. he net nrlb, be 
did not irriTt bcfoie CharicstowD, b Sooth Carolma, which 
was tbe destined olgect ofhisottJtA, t31 Ibe beyfa m io g of June 
the foUorrir^ year. Tlie assanlt took place on Ibe CBtb; and 
though the commodore acted »Hh the greatest penooal htre- 
I^Jty aitd profeadoBal abiTrty, Oic dfirnml!irs which pTcrmltd 
his enteriog the horlKmr wrrr too grrot to oTfirome. Arter 
this More Sir Peter imt btaKlf mnler the eommand of Lord 
llowe, and soon aftencards tTt> detaelml wuh a snail squa- 
dron Bgaimt Ithode Island. Inttm rcpeditkm Ite was com- 
pletely sueccstful, end coathnted b ronnoand at that port, till 
harh^ been rthed, in tlie monlh of April, to the rank of rear- 
admind of the. bloc, be wn^ onlered lo Jamaica, where be 
remained daring tbe rcnrimder of the war, and so jQdtttottdy 
rtaliooed bis enu/rrs, as to hyure Ibe trade of the enemy lery 
materiallv. He qultteil Jamaica in 1?82, »od returned to 
Eogland ou board the Sawlwtclu lie bad betm odnneed, 
Jo the yror 1773.. to be rear-admmd of tbe winie; 00 the 
IJHh ofhlwefa, 1779. to be sice-admtral of the blue; tod 
00 lire Cdlh of Septeiuber, 178(». to I* sire of the tdiitr. 
Since tbe period of bb return lo Emdand, Sir Peter's appoint- 
Meets ha^e been confined to llK»*e nf a port-sdnlraL In the 
tear 1757* be was diowm rrpr e wntatire for the borough of 
MaWen, but was no! rf-el«ieil mto the pew paribment. 
On Ibe C4tb of September. 1787, he was promoted to bt 
admiral of liw Woci tud lastly, 00 the Iffth of April, JrpJ, 
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flag-ship. He rose from therice in regular rota- 
tion to be first in that rank, and was afterwards, 
as he had a very just claim to be, promoted to 
the command of the Badger sloop of war. Being 
ordered out to the Musquito shore for the better 
protection of the Baymen from the depredations 
of the American privateers, he there shewed 
himself no less attentive to the moral duties of 
private life, than, he had before approved, he was 
to those of his profession. By his care, his gen- 
tleness of manners, and conciliating conduct, he 
gained 'the entire love of all the settlers, who, 
when his time of service on that station expired, 
voted him their unanimous thanks for his con- 
duct, and expressed their regret at his departure 
in the most affectionate terms. 

Soon after his arrival at Jamaica, his presence 
of mind and uncommon exertions proved the 
cause x)f preserving from destruction Captain 
Lloyd, and all the crew of the Glasgow, a twen- 
ty-gun ship, commanded by that gentleman, 
which had unfortunately taken fire, owing to an 
accident by no means uncommon, occasioned by 
carelessness in drawing oflP a cask of rum. Cap- 

to the same rank in the white squadron. He has since that 
time risen through seniority, in consequence of the deatli of 
the late Earl Howe, to the highest rank in the navy, tliat of 
admiral of the fleet; but, owing to bis advanced age, has not 
taken on liimself any command dnee the commencement of 
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tain Uoyd, to our certain knowledge, never 
mentioned the transaction alluded to, without 
uttering the wannest and most grateful acknow- 
ledgmeqts of the coolness and the intrepidity 
displayed on so dreadful an occasion, by this 
youthful hero. 

On the nth of June 1779, he was advanced 
to the rank of post-captain, and appointed to the 
Hinchinhrooke, of twenty guns. An attack upon 
the island of Jamaica being then daily appre- 
hended, id consequence of the French fleet bat- 
ing arrived at Hispaniola from Maitinico, under 
the command of that well-known character the 
Count d’Estaing, Captain Nelson was appointed, 
both by the general and admiral, to command the 
important batteries which defended Port Royal, 
a post, than which a more honourable and impor- 
tant one, could not have been entrusted to him 
At the commencement of the ensuing year, all 
apprehension of a vi.it from the enemy having 
passed away, an e-xpedition was planned, and 
sent ont against the Spanish settlements, situ- 
ated on the river St. John, in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, The chief command by sea was given to 
Captain Nelson, who, not content with coldly 
fulfilling what the strict letter of his duty re- 
quired, quitted his ship, and volunteering his 
services up the liter, through a navigHicm then 
to'lnlly unknown to all Europeans, Spaniards ex- 
cepted, contributed moil essentially, by bit ex- 
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crtions and gallantr)'", to the capture of Fort St. 
Juan. Captain Poison, the commanding officer 
by land, in Ins public dispatches, pays the fol- 
lowing tribute to his conduct. 

Captain Nelson, then of the Hinchinbrooke, 
came up with thirty-four seamen, one serjeant, 
and twelve marines. I want words to express 
the obligations I owe that gentleman ; he was 
the first on every service, whether by day, or by 
night. There was scarcely a gun fired, but was 
"pointed by him, or Lieutenant Despard, chief 
engineer, who has exerted himself on every oc- 
casion. I am persuaded, if our shot had held 
out, we should have had the fort a week sooner. 
As Captain Nelson goes to Jamaica, he can in- 
form jou' of every delay, and point of service, 
as well as I could, for he knows my very 
thoughts. 

** The bearer, Lieutenant Mounscy, can in- 
form your excellency of many things that may 
escape my memory : he is a" very good officer, 
and commanded the party I sent to reconnoitre 
the look-out, and began the attack of it, in con- 
cert with Captain Despard and Captain Nelson, 
who with his seamen volunteered that duty.” 

In the fort were found one brass mortar, of five 
inches and an half, twenty pieces of brass ord- 
' nance, mounted, besides, swivels, ten or twelve 
iron ditto, dismounted, together with a propor- 
tionate quantity of military stores. • ‘ 



The fatigni occasioned by such extraordinary 
exertions, added to the natural unwholcsomenesj 
of the climate on the Spanish main, and the deli* 
cacy of hisown constitution, reduced him to the 
necessity of rctomlng back to Jamaica os a pas- 
senger, on board the Victor sloop. On his ar- 
rival, he found himself to have been promoted 
during his absence, to the command of the Janus 
of forty-four guns, as successor to Captain Bon- 
novier Glover, who had died on the aist of 
March preceding. So much, however, was he 
debilitated, as to be Incapable of profiling from 
this honourable testimony paid by the com- 
mander in chief to his conduct. It appeari very 
doubtful, whether he ever proceeded to lea ns 
captain of the Janus j having, during the greatest 
part of bis time, been under the necessity of re- 
maining, for the better prcscr\*aiion of his health, 
at the residence of Sir Tcicr Parker, the com- 
mander in chief on that station > who paid him 
the kindest and most aft'ectionate attention. 
Tbesc marks of friendship were unfortunately 
unproductive of the end to which they were ap- 
plied ; for Captain Nelson’s hc.nllh still continu- 
ing much impaired, he was under the necessity 
of returning to England, at the close of the same 
year, with the honourable Captain Cornwallis,* 
at a passenger on board the l^on. 

• The b<»<wi»ble ^V3^^ala ConwaUb, ncM Inbf. h Ih* 
fonrth *00 of Oorta, fiAh Jord, iM Cnt Dul Cormrmffl*. ly 
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diatejy on hit airiVa] in England, he happily re- 
coired 80 much benefit, aj to declare hiraielf, on 

<0 him, for tfler % serere eogigeoimt, the Freoch baoled tWr 
wind, Dotwithstoding the Janos w*s‘ disaMed, and altbon^d* 
Captain Coimraliii chased them for fire hoan, they cootautly 
dediziing any fiuthfir combat. The Uuid engagcmoit -was, if 
.■pomibki, more hoDoorable than the preceding; baring aftended 
♦he bomeward-booad c onvoy through the giiJpb of Florido, 
and parted company from It oo'the pth of Jane, ho pro, 
c^ed, accordmg to the lortmcttoos be Lad receJred, on a 
cndK to the oortbrrard ; and on the 20 th, fell b with a French 
ibree under Mon, de Temay, boand to America, condsting of 
ten or elcrea ships of two decks, two of than canying eighty- 
four gum etch, three or foor frigetca, a cotter, tmd an ansed 
brig{ whfle the aqaadroa under the orders of Mr. Connmnk 
conrirted of otdy two *h^ of acreoty-foar, two of afaty-four, 
otK of gam, and the Niger frigate. Bat so good a coan- 
tenanco iSd this gcntlnnan put cm, and naatearred his little 
armamexit with sneh judgment and skill, that after a dotant 
firing in wHch two men were killed and fire woonded, 
UowT Tonay took edrantage of Ibeappreodung night, and on 
the sDcceeding laondog not ooe of the eoeany ww to be seen. 
At the clo|e of the year, Captahi Cornwallts returned to Eng- 
land in the Uon, and serred on the home sfsrion under Ad- 
pural Darby, with whom be proceeded to the nehef of Glb- 
rattar. Afrcrhif rcfoni to Englaad, be was promoted lo the 
panada of serenly-foar gros, and beng ordered to the Wat 
India with Sr G. B. Rodney,!^ taori eoojpknooriy dispky- 
ed the most galbnt conduct in two eneoaaten a ith the Count 
deGKikbeD,ontbe^tDd J2lbof April, 1782. IntheuKmth 
of Angurt be was ordered to EogUud with a cooroy ; but Us 
ship experienced so much damage in a gale of wind, that be was 
obliged to make the best of bis way, aad aitired nfe op the 1 st 
of October, when beiag faunjedtitely paid off, be did not again 
take pjy coanpaod tflJ the year J7Wi eswpt that of ibe Ung*i 
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he approach of the ensuing summer, capable of 
undertaking a command. He was accordingly 

yacht. In tlie year last-mentioned, he was appointed com- 
mander of a small squadron sent to the Eastindies ; but, oWiig 
to many intcrv’cning accidents, he did not sail till the t)lh ol 
Felmiarj’ in the following year. During his coiiiimiaiice on that , 
station, nothing very particular occurred, and he returned to 
England early in the year 17p4, when he was appointed to com- 
mand a small cruising squadron. On the 12th ot April, lie was 
raised to the rank of rear-admiral of the icd, and on the 4th of 
July cinuing, to that of vice-admiral of the blue, as he was, 
moreover, on the 1st of June 1795? to tlie same station in the 
red squadron. He hoisted his flag witliin a veiy short period 
on hoard scvci-al different ships, the last of which was the 
Royal Sovereign, a first-nite, in which lie unintcrnqjledly con- 
tinued, witliout meeting with any. jiailicular occurrence till 
the month of June 1/95, when he fell in will), on the 7tii, a 
French squadron, which were unfortunately enabled to make 
their escape ' before he conld dose in aHiIi tJicm, a.s did also 
t^Yo frigates the same day. NoUiing further happened, CNcept 
the capture of a few mcrdiant vessels, till the iGth of the same 
month ; when being off tlicFcnmarks, having under liis orders 
the same force, w'hich consisted of live sail of the lir.c,t\vo frigates 
and one sloop, he fell in wdUi a French armament amounting to 
thirteen ships of tlie line, fourteen frigates, and cutter. Not- 
withstanding this inequality of force, and the utmost endeavours 
of the French fleet to bring him to 'action. Admiral Cornwallis 
manoeuvred his ships wth such consummate ability, as again to 
have the singular honour of defending liimself with success 
against an enemy nearly triple his force, and of bringing .offliis 
ships uninjured, in the face of so powerful an opponent. For 
this conduct he^ received the' thanks of botli houses of par- 
liament. During the remainder of the year he continued to " 
jbe employed in tlie same quarter; but oh the lOth.of Februaiy 
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appointed in the month of Aug4st 1751, to the 
Albemarle of twenty-eight guns, a merchant 

foflowmg wa» ippototed to commnM] tlte sqaadroa twt cooto j 
ordered to the Wat India. 

He Qccorduiglj put to mk on tbe 28th of the orae month, 
hanug hn dig on board the Royal SoTcragn, bot DDfortun&tdy 
bo\Tng nm foul, 00 the lit of March, of the Belaama, a large 
tranjport belongmg to the fleet, ho ship reeefwd to much da- 
mage that it uas compelled to pot back, and tbe admiral dj 
redrd Captwn Ijjuu to the hnnotaur, of sonajty four guns, to 
proceed wilh the fleet and convoy to tbe place cf them destina- 
tion lie immedately aunounced Us anml at Spitbead on the 
l‘tth,and receired orderi to proceed 00 hn rovoge rathe Astren 
fhgale Dnnog (hts month he rraa adnmeed to tbe rank of 
rcar-«InuraJ of Great Britain, as successor fo Lord BndporL 
Beng, IioTocr, in arerylfl state of bealth, lie bnitated to 
obey tbe order , bat at tbe ame time oflered to proceed la 
bis emn ship, tbe- Royal Sorereign, as soon as she coold be re- 
fitted. This was deemed each a brescb ^f dtsdphoe as to 
subject hffli to a court mtrttaL which was accordingly held oa 
tmn. The result was as honourable as any Uuug aliort of un 
pn/H^mwenl acquittal could be Tor though he might be in 
a Tciy slight degree eenfurable for retnrnmg without Icare, and 
neLshifting ha flag to some other ship oflm squadron, be was, 
m conaequcDce of other drcomstaDces, acquitted of daobe- 
dseoce , and as to that part of tlie charge, nhirb reginled los 
not hnrlng proceeded m die Astreo frigate hewflsunimiHotiJlT 
and honourably acquitted of aU blame, on nccouut of the eir 
eumstaiices under which he octed 
Tbe above ctrcumstsocc, bimerer, occaswtied lorn to strika 
his flag, and be retired into pnrntelife, except, that ho attended 
hn occasscaal duty m the house of commons, in n Inch be first 
sat as raouber in tbe year l/CS, being then chosen for the 
^rough of Eye fa Soflolk. iVficrUie dt*»olotionof Ibatpat- 
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ship Captured from the French at the close of the 
year .1779, and purchased into the king’s ser- 
vice. After a Jong and fatiguing station, during 
the whole of the ensuing winter, in the North 
Seas, he was sent to Newfoundland, in com- 
pany with Captain Pringle, who commanded the 
convoy, sent thither with the outward-bound 
fleet, in the month of April 1782. Being ordered 
on a cruise off Boston, he distinguished himself 
very remaikably by his conduct, when chased by 
three French ships of the line, and a frigate. 
Finding, according to the seaman’s phrase, that 


liament in he remained unnoticed till wlien he was 
rettiraed for Portsmouth ; and iu 17 QO was again chosen for 
Eye, which he still continues to represent. 

On the 14th of February 1799, he was advanced to be ad- 
miral of the blue squadron; as he moreover was on the 2Sd 
of April 1804, to be admiral of the v/liitc; and, lastly, on the 
9tli of November 1805, to be admiral of tlic red; a revived 
rank which bad lain dormant during a ceutury. In respect to 
active sendee, the honourable admiral was appointed to the 
command of the channel fleet in 1801, and accordingly hoisted 
his flag on board the Ville de Paris. But the enemy was pru- 
dent enough, during the continuance of the \var, to tnist to tlic 
protection of tlieir batteries, iu preference to tlieir* own naval 
prowess. He was, moreover, immediately on the recom- 
mencement of hostilities, invested with, tlie command of the 
main or channel fleet ; and has been uninterruptedly employed 
in the very tedious service of walcliing the motions of tlie 
French naval force at Brest. Unfortunately for his counti-y,~ 
and unpropitiously to his own wishes, tlie enemy have afibrdod 
him no opportvuiity of drying bis strength with tliem. 
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his pursuers had the heels of hira, he resolved, 
as'the caie was desperate, to adopt a desperate, 
or at best a verj dangerous remedy, and ^thout 
^lCilitation pushed for the St. Geo^-ge’s Bank; 
among the shoals of which he entertained hopes 
of entangling his enemies, or of indticing them 
to discontinue the chase, from the apparent ha- 
zard of pursuing it any farther. He was not 
disappointed in the latter part of his expectation, 
the larger ships having immediately shortened 
sail. The frrgate, however, drawing less water, 
was not to be baffled so easily; she' continued 
the chase till nearly the close of the day, when, 

^ being almost up with the Albemarle, Captain 
Nelson very resolutely ordered his ship be 
hove to, for the purpose of bringing the contest 
to a speedy decision. This instance of firmness, 
unexpectedly displayed by an inferior opponent, 
struck the pursuer with immediate dismay: he 
instantly put about, and made sail from the 
Albemarle, which, though it might possibly, by 
the bravery of its commander and crew, have 
been preserved from again reverting into the 
hands of the foe, was, from her force and equip- 
^ raent totally unfit ‘to ^k, or court an engage- 
ment, with so superior an antagonist. 

Having proceeded afterwards to Quebec, he was 
ordered from thence to New York with a convoy 
in the month of OSober ; and being -initructcd to 
put himself, on his Rrrival there, under the ordcii 
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of the commander in chief on that station, he ac- 
cordingly proceeded from thence to the West In- 
dies in the following month with Lord Hood,*. 

* This nobleman/ who is now living, was- appointed to a 
lieutenancy in the nav}', on tlie l7tli oY May 1746 , and 
some time after tlie conclusion of the war was promoted to be 
commander of a sloop; in the year 1756 he^vas captain of 
the Jamaica,', a sloop employed by Cknmnodore Holmes in 
watching’ the port of Louisbonrg. In this ser\dce he was in- 
defatigable, and particularly distinguished himself in an en- 
counter with a small French squadron on the 27th of July. 
He is stated to have taken rank as a post-captain on board the 
Lively frigate, by a commission bearing date the22d 'of that 
' month, sent out to him from England, and that he remained 
in the' Jamaica sloop till it reached him. The following 3'ear 
he commanded tlie Biddeford, in tlie Bay of Biscay ; and in 
1758 removed to the Vestal of tliirty-two guns, then stationed 
in the Channel, in which ship he had the good fortune to fall 
in with'the Bellona, a French frigate of superior size to his 
own, which, after a most gallant and desperate engagement 
of four hours, he captured, but the Vestal was so 'materially 
damaged, that Captain Hood was obliged to bear away for 
port, where he safely arrived witli his prize on tlie 2d of 
March. As soon as tlie frigate was refitted, he proceeded in 
her to the Mediterranean, from whence he again returned to 
England at ,the expiration of the war, without having met 
with any further opportunity of distinguishing himself. 

' Captain Hood is not again mentioned in the service till tlie 
year 1771; when he was appointed to the Royal 'VV’illiani, of 
eighty- four guns, on the expectation' of a rupture with the 
Spaniards, concerning Falkland Islands j but that dispute' being 
settled, and the Royal William put out of commission, Mr. 
Hood, in the year 1774, VkUs .appointed to the Marlborough, 
of seventy-four guns,' one of the. guard-ships at Portsmouth, 
This command he retained during the customfty period of three 
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and the squadron undo* hip command* HIi lord- 
ship had just rehuned from a cniiie off Boston, in 

jetnj «nd in 1/77 qo ^t te d fbr^ihott time the lino of actiTB 
hrriDg be^ nnnilrartiHi the rerident cocnmlnksMi st 
the portjott mentioned I end on the visit of hk Miqesfy to riv* 
pbee, in the month of M«f 1776* wu adriDced to the rmk of 
eberooet bj patent, hesrtog dele the ipth of thft mootiL On 
the 36 U 1 of September, being nised to the tank of mtHHiml* 
ni of the bias, be quitted hU cirfl appolntmect^'' and imme* 
difttefy took opoD him the command of a squadron destined to 
jcinfoTce Sir George Rodne 7 In the West Indiea. He accotd- 
Ingijbdtted hUfiagonboardthe Btrfleor,af aiiietjgtms,and, 
vvith a fleet of merchant*Teaeis under hk prcrtectlon, sailed 
about the latter end of November for that statioQ, accompnied 
bj cereo sell of the fizM, exdo^e of bis flag-ship, two frigates, 
and tKree ttnallar reaaeli. He erired safe at the place of his 
destioatioo, afler axotmtetiog srreril aerere stsnm, te ooe of 
wfaidi the Mosiarca, of aer eo ty gnna, recelred so modi da- 
mage In a gale of -trind as to be obliged to put beck. 

Immedtatelj oabb arriral hi the ‘West Indies, ho hrf.imj 
epgageduDdei Sir O, B. Bodnoy, ro rery actiro seirice j for 
IntelUgence haviog been leoeived about the end of April that 
the Count de Ortw was daily oipectod with a re m f brcfTn ent, 
Sir Samuel was detached with the greatest port of the fleet to In- 
tercept him. The British squadron disem-ered thefr onlagoalsts 
on the 26tlr of April o^hlartinlco, coojlitiog of Dineteen sxl 
of the line, two others armed eo Ante, and a tromber of laijt 
iiigatrs- 'Ihe English force emoonted to oniy aerenteen all ' 
of the Tine t but, ncKwithstandlog this inferioci^, bit fismpcJ 
determined If pottle to attack them. Ab setke tctordliigiy 
took place { but the ('‘icnch kept at such a dlstanee ts to ren- 
der it T 07 bidecisire, and DtUe damage emoed. Htriog, 
b ov re s ’ c r j replied what little be bad receired, he formed a 
jtmedon with the co mm.'re d er in chief of the British fleet be- 
tween the fakadi^Mootserrat and Antigua. On the approach 
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search of Captain Nelson’s quondam pursuers, and 
Nvas left to follow Admiral Pigot, who had quil- 

of the hurricane months, SirSaniuel having followed the Count 
deGrasse to America, joined tlie fleet tlicn under Uic command 
of Admiral Graves ; but in the engagement that took place in 
that quarter had no opportunity of distinguishing himself, 
not being in the smallest degree concerned in the action, owing 
to tlie local circumstances of his station. On tlic return of the 
Count do Grasse to the West Indies, Sir Samuel Hood again 
followed him; he had, however, scarcely reached his station, 
when the island of St. Christopher’s was attacked by the Count 
Bouille, at the head of a land force, protected by upwards of 
thirty ships of llic line. Sir Samuel, though much Inferior, 
having only twenty-two, determined if possible to save the 
island. In this, however, though his manccuvres were con- 
ducted with the most consummate skill and abilities, he could 
not succeed yet so good a di.sposition did lie make of Jiis 
fleet, as to receive very little damage in several partial en- 
counters that took place on that occasion. After the capitula- 
tion of the island, on the 1 3 Ih of February, nothing remained 
for Sir Samuel but to retire in as good h condition as possible; 
which he effected so completely, tliat tJie measures he llien 
pursued did not a little contribute to tlic glorious victory 
which followed on tlie I2lh of April. Sir Samuel and his 
division bore the principal part of the action in a short skir- 
.mish which toolc place previous to the great event above 
metitioned ; and on the latter occasion his conduct was 
so conspicuous as to procure him the dianks of his com- 
mander in chief, and of his country. .He was rewarded 
by his sovereign wi til I an Irish peerage, by the title of Baron 
Hood, of Catherington. The freedom of the city of London 
was voted him; and he' received from several other parts of 
the kingdom similar instances of tlie general approbation his 
cbnduct merited. 

His lordship was detached on thfe j 8th with twelve sail of 
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ted Amcnca "with the main body of the fleet 
The exertions made by the French in the West 

the IIoe> in qticft of FrencJi ilupt that might brre en- 
«fetroured to pui throi^ ihe Mcaa pasnge, *fter t lWf defeat 
of the lath uutsnt. On the fidlowing dej fire tail was dJeo* 
Toed, ofwhtch foor were captured. The French no 

farther efibrti, and peace taking place, hit loidibip re Uiro ed 
fo England in the ipnog of 1783 Daring the peace, htt 
lordihip commarkded at Forttmonth as port-admlrBl, haring 
fing on board the Barfleor, the tame thlp in which bo 
had acquired to much g^ory in the West Indies At the ge- 
deral election m 17S4, bewaichoten l ep i ea eptadre for W eat- 
rolmter j atwi on the 2lrth of September I787, mt promoted 
to be TKe admiral of the blo&f On the l6ih of Joly 17SS, be 
VBB appointed one of the kmUccmimljaloneTa of the admiralty; 
tod in the year 1790, be again boi^tad bit flag on board the Vic* 
toty, CO an appreheoded ropmre with Spois, which bowerer 
toon mbtldjog, wat cooteqoe Dt i y agrin ttrodc On the 11th 
of Febroary \ 7 ^, war banug re-ccmmcnctd with France, ho 
wat adr.mced to be Tko>sdmfaal of the red aqaadron, and ip- 
pomted to the command of the Beet ordered into theMedHcr- 
nnetn,towhldi ttotua be proceeded in thenxmthofMay tht* 
lowing, on board the Victory Db achievements 00 this fta* 
tkm were of the most briliuDt kind i Toako torrendered to 
hisanni; and the conquest of the French ports in thebbnd 
of Corsica added irethlaaiels to hb brow I the latter, thengh 
imee evuenated, became annexed to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain by the tnnendex of Calvionihe Itt ofAugntt lyjK Hb 
lordship was, on the 12ib of April preceding, advanced to the 
rank of admiral of the blue, and retained at the cnodaikm of 
the year to England oc board the Vlctoiy On the 34th of 
March 1796, bis lordthlp tucceeded Sir Rogh PuIBser as 
master apd governor of the Aiyal Hospital at Greenwich, 
which hononrablc dtoitipn be itiB ho ld s . He was also, on 
Uk 28th of May following, advanced toibcdigm^of a ns- 
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IndieSj ceased' with the defeat they experienced, on 
the ever-memorablc i ath of April preceding > so 
that the flame of war was sunk into a smothering 
ember, and served ody to point out, by a mere 
harmless smoke, tlie devastation it had formerly 
caused. ' It therefore becomes a' matter of no won- 
der, that though constantly employed on the most 
active service till the news arrived of peace being 
concluded, CaptainNclson was not fortunate enough 
to meet with any opportunity of particularly distin- 
guishing himself. Having been ordered to attend his 
royal highness Prince William Henry, now Duke of 
Clarence, on a visit paid by him to the governor 
of the Havannah, he returned from thence lo^ Eng- 
^ land, and w;as paid off at Portsmouth about the 
end of July. ' ' He immediately went over to France, 
as well for the purpose of relaxation, as for the 
more perfect re-c'stablishment of his health. 

■After continuing there till the. ensuing spring, he 
returned to England, where, soon after his arrival, 
he was commissioned to the Boreas frigate, of 
. twenty-eight guns, a ship then under orders of 
equipment for the Leeward Islands, as a cruiser 
on the peace establishment. This service was by 
no means so easy,' as the public situation of affairs 

* » * ^ 

count of Great Britain, by the title of Viscount Hood of 

Whitby, in tlie county- of Warivick. On the 1 4t]i of Fe- 
bruary, 1709, he was advanced to b^ admiral of the vwhite, and 
on' the 9tli of November, 1 80S, was raised 16'., the same ranh: 
, in the red squadron, - ■ ■ 

-E ■ ^ 
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appeared to promise* The Americani, aftetliaT 
ing erected thcmiclves into fra and independani 
states, were extravagant enough to expect, not 
withstanding their disseverment from the mother- 
country, they should continue to enjoy the tamt 
privilcgea which they possessed when considered zi 
colonies to it* The governors and inhabitants oi 
the West-India islands supported this absurd claim 
and Obtain Nelson having, .in consequence of hii 
adopting a firm opinion of its impropriety, declared 
that he would seize all American vessels, which 
he found trading contrary to ih^ rules cstabliihcd 
for that purpose with fordgnerj, was treated with 
much asperity. 

In a short time afterwards he demonstrated that 
his declaration was not an empty threat, intend- 
ed merely to Intunidate, and never to be fol- 
lowed up .by the act itself. Having accordingly 
seized several American vessels which bechanced 
to meet with, the outcry against him rose to so 
great an height throughout all the British islands 
and colonies in that quarter, that he was constrain- 
ed, for a considerable time, to continue on board 
his ship, without going even on shore, fearing he 
might meet with tome unpleasant conduct, which 
bis spirit could neither brook, nor the station he 
held would permit him to endure. Much howJ 
ever as his bdiariour might be reprobated by thc^ 
parties interested, Captain Nelson had the satis- 
facobn to find.it approved, in the most unqu^cd 
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manner, by his sovereign, and his native country. 
He continued on the same station, till the month of 
June, 17S7, and was then ordered to England; the 
term usually allotted to ships employed on such ser- 
vice, during the time of peace, being expired. In the 
month of March preceding, he married Mrs. Fran- 
ces Herbert Nesbit, widow of Dr. Nesbit, daughter 
to William Herbert, Esquire, senior judge, and' 
niece to Mr. Herbert, president of the same island ; 
his royal highness Prince William, who ser\'ed 
on the same station as Captain of the Pegasus, 
gracing the nuptials with his presence, and acting 
as father to the truly amiable lady. Caplain Nel- 
son was put out of commission, soon after his ar- 
rival in England, the Boreas being paid off at 
Sheerness on the 30 th of November. From this 
time he experienced the longest relaxation from 
the fatigues of public service, which he had ever 
allowed himself, since his first entrance into it: 
it was a period of five years ; and never perhaps 
did any of equal length, since his mere childliood, 
appear half so long, or half so irksome. 

\ 

“ Captain Nelson,” observes the author of his 
life, inserted in the Naval Chronicle, already ho- 
nestly referred to, as being the best source of any 
■ printed information hitherto extant, “ retired to 
enjoy the consolation of 'domestic happiness^ at the 
parsonage house at Burnham Thorpe, which his 
father gave him as a place of residence; where 
imitating Xenophon, in the arrangement of, his little 

e'2 
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faim at Scyllus, Captain Nelson passed the inteml 
of peace in rural taccupadon, and solitude From’ 
the age of twelve years to the time occupied at this 
retreat, no period occurs in the life of Horatio Nel- 
son for the mind to pause; all previous to this, and 
since that period, has been a continued succession of 
evdnts,' arismg from professional duties, amid a 
complication of peril, and unprecedented emergen- 
cies. He now enjoyed the opportunity .of strength- 
ening^ by frequent rcflcctionj the ' experience he 
had obtained ; combining the various ideas which, 
h quick, yet sound observation had collected ; andl 
improving that knowledge of himself, and of hu- 
man nature, so essent^ to those who are called 
on ‘ by their country to command with firmness, 
to obey without a murmur. ' Like the celebrated 
Roman who retired into the country to enjoy the 
calm of repose. Captain Nelson might declare, that 
he had beai many years on earth, but had Irccd 
wryfaa for fumself. 

On the prospect of a rupture with Spain, rela- 
tive to Nootka Sound, Captain Nelson, who w^h 
the utmost impatience regretted passing so inactive 
a hfc, repaired immediately to London, and so- 
licited an Appointment ib the strongest terms. Hii 
application wis^ however, ineffectual, owing to the 
multitude of officers, who his seniors on the 
list, appeared to have a. priority of claim to com- 
missions, and the speedy nunnCT in which the 
dispute terminated. Fortunately for his country. 
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the suddeii war jn which Britain found ' itself in- 
volved with French anarchists _was more favour- 
able to his wishes. ' At' the very commencement 
of it, he was appointed to the Agamemnon of 
sixty-four ^uns, by commission bearing date Ja- 
miary SOth, 1793'. This ship was then under or- 
ders of equipment for the Mediterranean, and hav- 
ing taken in its powder and stores, at Blackstakes, 
sailed in company with the Robust of seventy-four 
guns, commanded by the Hon. Captain Elphin- 
stone, and proceeded to its station in the month of 
May. In this service Captain Nelson continued 
for three years : foremost in the hour of danger 
and difficulty, while at the same time his bravery 
. was Happily mingled. with the most consummate - 
prudence, and profoundest judgment, it became ra- 
ther a matter of public wonder, if any official re- 
port of an encounter passed him over in silence. 

: He^ was entrusted/ as a negotiator, employed as 
a havaRpartizan, as a superintendant - of trans-, 
ports, and as a general officer on shore j in all 
which multifarious offices he acquitted himself 
with such credit, that it were a difficult matter to 
decide on what Occasion his services shone most 
conspicuously ; whether at. Genoa, or in his long 
■ communications with General De Vins ; 'on the 
coast of Italy, where he was so frequently em- 
ployed in expeditions against the French' flotillas, 
which sought their safety by running into creeks, 
whither they thought it impossible gallantry could ^ 
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pursue them } on the coast of Corsica, ■where the 
embarkation and landing of troopii was to happily 
confided to him ; or at the ti^es of Battia and 
Calvi,* where Jie ditplayed the knowledge of an 
able engineer, jc^ed to the experience of a con- 
tumroate gencraL It was on the latter occasion he 
had the misfortune to lose the sight of his right 

* liord Hood In }us officbl letter, ctctionlng the accoont 
of the dege tnd mrreodCT of Cald, piy« the following jottly 
loerlted compliment to C*pt*in Nthon " The joomal I 
herewith trantmit from CapUln Neboo, who btd the corn* 
round of the gegrpen, wOl ghew the ocennmee* of the 
oege ) «&d wbo»e nnretnlttiDg x«m1 and exertkp I cannot sof- 
fidestlj eppkttd, or that of Captain HtQowtU, who took it 
by tnrnt to command m the adranced betters tveDty*foQr 
hoxtn at a time i and I flatter toyMlf they, as well o the 
other offioen cod aetmen, vtU hare foil jcutice done them 
bytbogeoeraL It b therefore nunecemry forme to aiygriy 
thing more upon the (abjecL” In a tnbaeqnajt letter, wntterr 
by the noble admiral dnnng the alege of Calri, 'which cod> 
veyed to him the thinka of both booses of ^lo British ptr- 
liament, the fonner cnmpHmeot rccdrtd the foUoiriog jtutly 
mented kddidcm i 

*‘S}T, 'VicloTy, off Calri, Ang 6, 1/9 1. 

** Hivinj received bis cominamb to comnmtil- 

e rte to the icspectiro oScen, •eimen, martues, and soldiers, 
who have been employed In the different operatiocs carried 
on against the enemy in Coraicj, a resolotion of the t^i-o 
booses of parikment, whidi I hare the hoooor herewith to 
enclose, I desire yon will make known to all In the Agamem- 
non, and such other officers and seamen as ore with you, and 
were employed at Bwtb, the sense that u entertained of ^ 

spirited and mcntorionacondnct,’* ^ 
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eye ; a shot from -one of the enemy’s batteries 
having riruck'the ground near the spot where he 
stood, and driven up the small gravel with Such 
violence, that a minute particle of it struck him. 
on that tender part, and produced the Irreme- 
diable mischief, which even his enemies must 
have in some sort lamented. In the encounters 
which 'took place in the months of March and 
'July, 1795, between the French and the Bri- 
tish fleets, which latter was at that time com- 
manded by Lord Hotham,* he no less'eminently 

^ The first account that appears of this nobleman, who is 
now living, is his appointment to be captain of the Gibraltar, 

' on the 17th of August, 4 757 . He was early in the following 
year promoted to the Melampe of thirty-six guns, and on the 
of March gained great reputation in an action he fought 
with the Danae, a French frigate of forty guns, which he 
captured. Mr, Hotliam quitted tlie Melampe in 1761, and 
removed into the Aiolus. He was stationed in tlie Channel 
in tliis vessel during the remainder of the war, in which period, 
he very much distressed the enemy, by taking several of their 
privateers, besides a number- of very valuable Tnerchant ves- 
sels. He returned, from his station to England a short time 
before the restoration of peace. On that event taking place, 
the ^olus was put out of commission, and, Mr. Hotham con- 
tinued unemployed till towards the end of the year 1 763, when 
he was appointed to the Superb, of seventy-four guns, one of 
tlie guardships stationed at Pl3hnouth. This command he is 
supposed to have held but a-sliort time 5 and the next mention 
made of him in the naval line is not till the year 1775, after 
the commencement of the dispute with America j on which, 
station he was appointed to sen'e as commodore ip the ensuing 
year, and sailed from Splthead on’ the 6th of May, having hia 
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dutingnithed himself, andinthchitt of those dstsI 
ikirmishes had the happiness of contributmg to the 

broad pendant on board the Preaton, with a nomerona fleet of 
tnmsporUj hiring troops on board, tmdtr hli coorcy Imme- 
dotelj on bis irriral bo was employed in dirocting tbo dlt^- 
baricfltion of the army nnder General Howe, at Long Iibnd* 
Jumng sbiftcd hU pendant to the Phcrmx j and hu aenices on 
tbu occaJon weie to conspicoont, that Lead Ho\rc, m hu 
cf&dal letter, compliments him by taying, “ the activ ity of 
Commodore Hotham, moat of tbo oScen of the fleet, and the 
naral o£Bcen in geoenl, xme Infinitely cooduaTo to tbo 
King! terrice in thli 4‘fficQlt atorement''’ 

In tbo month of December bo tm deiac±ed by Sir Peter ^ 
Pfiber to corer the orpedidoo against Rhode liland, a temes 
^rbich be candocted rtiib hit usual ability Soon afier tbU be 
v«s cent oc a crorte to the aonibward of the Cbcnpeok, 
vbero be made aerenl rahubfe captnres and retnoiccd there 
tni recalled by Lord Howe, to coodoct the bualneu at the port 
cf New York, d inng bia Lordkhip i absence. Nothing rery 
matenal took place snbseqaent to tbb period, tboogh be con 
tinned ocUvcly employed, till after the amral of tte Count 
D E»taing, with tbo French squadron off New York He had 
at that tinao relurDcd bodt into bis former ahip the Pres- 
ton} and in tbo partial engagetoent, which took pbco 
between Lord Howe and the French fleet, he eminently dii- 
vtingmihcd Inmsclf by an atUick on the Tenant of eighty- 
fbnr guns, which in all probobOlty be would haye captured 
had Dot soTcral French iblpsoftholioomadetlielroppcataDCOi 
tins spirited encounter took place during the night of the 13lh 
of AugutL Mr Hotiam at the end ol the ) ear was de tach ed 
to tbo'\\ c*t Indies, where be joined Rear Admiral Harring- 
ton, and conducted himself with the greatest credit ublle under 
hU command, particnUily In the attack of tbo Ulsnd of SL 

Lnefcu From this lime till 1780 b© was not parVcoUily en- 

^ged m any empkiyinent that called for exertion i at tbo 
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partial success then obtained, by the spirited attack 
he made' on the 12th, in conjunction with the In- 
constant frigate, on' the Ca Ira, of eighty guns. 

Vengeance of seventy-four guns, on the arrival of Sir G . Kor- 
ney, and was present at the dificrent engagements with the 
Count de Gu.ichen ; and though ho was distinguished l(;rlus gal- 
lantry' in the first action, being stationed to load t'iie van of 
Jlear-Admiral Ilowley’s division, he was mucli more so on a 
subsequent occasion which took place on the Iptli of May, 
l/SO; when sen'ing in tlie same situation as bcutie, he be- 
haved in so gallant a manner, as to occasion the commander 
in chief, in his ofricial dispatches, to bestow on hlr, Hoihnm 
the greatest praise. 

Mr. Hotham was in the ensuing spring ordered (o England^ 
and having with him a fleet of vcs'-els, chiefly Dutch, cap- 
tured at St. Eustatia, he v.’as so unfortunate as to fall in willi 

a French squadron of very superior force > and though the com- 
1 

modore manoeuvred in such a manner as to save himself and 
the other ships of war that v.'cre with him, a great part of 
the merchant vessels fell into the enemy’s hands. From this 
period till 1732, he libld no subsequent command ; but being 
, then appointed to act with the Channel fleet, he hoisted' his 
broad pendant on board the-Edgar, and was partially engaged 
in the action under Lord Howe, at the relief of Gibraltar. Peace 
taking place soon after, he quitted active seiTice, which lie 
did not again -resume till the year lyyO, having been in the 
intermediate time, on the 24th of September 178/, advanced 
- to the rank of rear-admiral of tlie red. Jn the year J7f)0, on 
an apprehension of a "rupture with Spain, he was again em- 
ployed in the Channel fleet, under Admiral Barrington ; but 
that storm soon subsiding, he struck his flag. On the 21st 
of September in the same year he was promoted to be vice- 
admiral of the blue, as h'e was on the 1st of February, 1793 , to 
the same rankdn the white squadron'. In the montli of April 
following be was appointed second in command of the fleet 
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On the 4tb of July Captain Nclion was, ai had 
&cqucntly been the ease on former occasions, dc- 

orfered hrto the AfeditcmiDem mder Lord Hood, and w« 
left b7 thht Doblc Lord la Jane, 17^, with a detached iquadnn 
to block np the.,jemaIP3 of ibo French fleet, which had escaped 
the diaastcn at Tooloiii and which having pat to tea 00 the 
fith, bad been dnren vrihto the •boali of the ba^ of Grtengeon, 
•where they laj protected by thmr harterirt. Prerioni to thli, 
he had bt*D raired to the rank of rke-admlral of the red, oc 
tile 12th of April preceding 

Nothing material took place till tl* month of March, 1795, 
when the Freoch aquadroo, cowisting of ae r e ntcen pfl of the 
Line and Are ftigatet, or imaUef veneb, agiio Tcntored to lex. 
Being pariQcd by the viciyadnilral, ooe of tbdr ihips waa oa 
the 13tb brodgbt to actioo by the Jocomtaot Ihgatc, ropparted 
by the Agamemnon, Captsiq Kelson, and had npt the ncarap* 
prxch of the eoemy'i ships prevented It, she wonld bare faBen 
a pnze to their gaBantry She was hovrei er so morh disabled, 
that she was obliged to be token in tow, and both Tcsacb were 
difcoTcredln the moraiDgsoCnrto JeeTard,that the French fleet 
w er e obliged to coaio to an eogagenjeiit, hi order to prevent 
their &lliDg Into the hands of the vlco-idmiral, who thitaietv 

td ent them oiT In this actiofi w e re captored the Ca In 
of eighty guns, and the Onsear of sereDly-fonr Thererolt 
of it, ♦h ffltgh In the beginning U promised to bo more *itc- 
eesafol, completely Irusiraled whoterci designs the enemy 
had roeditatfd On the Tfltb of Aprfl foDoTi'lng,Mr Iloiham 
sraf jtf rjasresd /£» he jdapifaJ cf ihe Has hither of 

tny cooseqacnca happened In tbehfediterTancaD tfU tberoonih 
of Jnly, when the French flbet haring tgain pat to *C3, 
into St. FTorenio on tbo 7ti a itnaU squadron which 
had been detached under Commodore Nelson Admiral Ho- 
tham Imincdutcly pot to sea on the first Information, but dfd 
not get ^ght of them till the I3th, when a partial and unde- 
cisive eocoonter took place, the particatin of which are best ei- 

pliined by the fdlowing dtracl from the admiral I own iccocnt. 
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taclied from the fleet as senior ofEcer of a squa- ' 
dron nf observation^ consisting of the Agamemnon, 

7 Yesterday at day-breab we discovered them to leeward of 
us, on the larboard tack, consisting of twenty-three sail, seven- 
teen of which proved to be of the line , the wind at thife time 
blew very hard from tire W. N. W. attended with a heavy 
swell, and six of vour ships had to bend their raaib'-top-salls, 
in the room of those that were split by tire gale in the course 
of the night. I caused the fleet however to form with all pos- 
sible expedition on the larboard line of bearing, carrying all ' 
sail possible to preserve that order, and to keep the wind of 
the enemy, in the hope of cutting them off from the land, 
from which we were only five leagues distant. At eight 
o’clock, finding they hadino otlier view but that of endeavour- 
ing CO get from us, I made the signal for a general chase, and 
for the ships to take suitable stations for thejr mutual support, 
and, to engage the enemy as arriving up with them in succes- 
■sion; but the baffling-winds and vexatious calms, which ren- 
der every naval operation in this country doubtful, soon after- 
wards took place, and allowed a fe\V only of our van ships to 
get up with the enemy’s rear about noon, which .they attacked 
so'severely, that in ‘the course of an hour after we - had the 
satisfactidn to find one of their sternraost ships, the L'Alcide, 
of seventy-four guns, had struck ; the rest of the fleet, fa- 
» ' voured by a shift of wind to the eastward (that placed them 
now to the windward of us) had got so far into Fregus Bay, 
whilst the major part of ours was becalmed in the offing, 
that it became impossible for any thipg'furtlier to be effected, 
'and those of our ships which were engaged had approached so 
near to the shore, that I, judged it proper to call them off by 
signal. If the result of tlie day was not so completely satis- 
factor}^ as the commencement promised, it is my duty to state, 
' that no exertions could'be more unanimous than those of the 
fleet under my command ; and it would be injustice to the 
' general merit of all, to select individual instances of coalmen- 
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Meleager, Ariadne, MoscHe, Mudne cutter j and 
being on the 7th of the enst^g month chased 
into St. Florenao by the French 6ect, which had 
put to sea from Toulon, that circumstance led to 
a second partial cncotmter, which ended without 
any further loss to the enemy than that of the 
Alcidc of 74 guns, ’which took fire and blew up, 
after she had struck her colours, ere she could 
be properly taken possession of by the Eng- 
lish. In the ensujDg month he •^yas detached by 
th^ commander in chief as senior officer of a light 

daUcnij hid no caperlorit/vf MiUng pbetd lome of ibo thjps 
ra 80 tdncDCcd titoitxoa, cf which they aiqjiled duamdre* in 
tbo mest dflUegOttUed end booounble nannw Among the 
jmmber was the Victory, baring Jlcnr-Admlral Mobd on 
board, who hod ihifled bis dug to that ship od this oCcuIoo. 

1 fUQ sorry to toy tbe Alctde, aboot hslf id bonr after sbe had 
' stmdr, by some acodent ctogbl fire In bef foir^-top, beforo 
•he was token potsesnoa of, and the flames spread « ith ruch 
rapidity, that tho whole sUp was soon in a bbxe sereral 
boats were cfijpatdied ftom the ships as qoickly as possible, 
to resene os many of her people as they coold save from the 
that iwaited them j tbneo hnndred of them stem 
in consequence presened, uben the ship blew up with tho 
meat au-ftd and tremendous eipkttion, ond be tw een three and 
four hundred pecyle arc si^iposed to hare pcnihed.** 

At the cioso of this year. Admiral Hothsm res gned hii 
command, and returned to Engbod, and was in the ynr 1797 
«lvunccd to the dignity of a peer of Ireland, by the tide of 
■ Baron Iloihatn, as n reward for Ids long and rocritonous ler- 
Ticei. Ou the I'lih of February, 171.19, bis Lordship nas pro- 
moted lobe admiral of ibc sshite} u be was rooreorercai the 
iTth of ^ member, ISOJ, to tho some rank 10 theredsguadrem. 
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squadron, with which he^was ordered to' proceed 
to the Bays of Alassio and Languilia, both in the 
ncis:hbourhood of Vado, and at that time not only 

O 

in possession of the French army, but serving as 
the principal rendezvous foy the transports and 
store-ships employed in the conveyance of stores 
and other necessaries applicable to the maintenance 
of war in that quarter of the world ; in this ser- 
vice he displayed his customary diligence, and his 
activity experienced the reward it ineritedd" 

* Letter from Captain Nelson to Admiral Hotham, dated 
AgamcmnoiL -Vado Bay, Aug. 2/, 1/^5. 

Sir, 

Having received information from General De Vins, tliat a 
convoy of provisions and ammunition \yas ^arrived at Alassio, a 
place in tlie possession of the FrcncJi army, I yesterday pro- 
ceeded, %vitli the ships named in llic margin (Inconstant, 
Aleleager, Southampton, Tartar, Ariadne, Speedy) to that 
place, where, within an hour, we took the vessels named in 
the enclosed list : there was a very feeble opposition from 
some of tlie enemy’s cavalry, wlio fired on our boats when 
boarding tlie vessels near the shore j but I have the pleasure 
to say, no man was killed or wounded. The enemy had two 
thousand horse and foot soldiers in tlie town, which prevented 
my landing, and destroying their magazines of provisions and 
arrimunition. ^ ■ 

I sent Captain Freemantle, of the Inconstant, ' with the 
Tartar, to Languilia, a town on tlie west side of tlie Bay of 
Alassio, where he executed my orders in a most officer-like 
manner ; and I am indebted to every captain and officer in 
the squadron for that activity, but most particularly so to 
Lieutenant George Andrew^ first lieutenant of the Aga- 



It vrsFc flifficult perhaps to deoJc which point 
of character was most conspicuous, the spirit and 
gallantTy which he displayed in conducting the en- 
terprise, or the modesty with which he described 
the events of it. HU commander in chief, Mr, 
Hotham, bore the amplest testimony to the fbnncr, 
and every individual under hU command eildea- 
voored to exceed each other in their honest tuf. 

toftmoon, xpho, hj fall rplnted and officer-Uk© coodnet, tared 
tb« French corrette frocn going oo ihore. 

Ihaye thebcmcor to be. Sir, 

With the greatat rctpect, 

Yotir mott obedient. 

Admiral Hotham Horatio N£i.£OK 

Lirt of Tcstelfl Wten byhlaMajeity’i aqaadron under the ooto- 
tnand of flrratro Nelson, t>q in the Ba/ of AUasb and 
Lftngnila, the 36th of Aogoit. J7p5 
La Roroloe (carreue) poUaco abjp, Iro pans, foor nnrtLv 
cighty-tcven men, »lx gimi thrown orerboord, belonging to 
lha French L* Repoblaitu; gtm boat, »Ji gum, forty nice 
mffi, belonging to the French La Coniiitoiion giUey,. orto 
bnm gun, four iwn eU, thirty toco, beboging to Ibo French j 
I a \ igilante gaUey, one brasi gra, four twircli, twenty nine 
men, bdanging to the French » A hng In ballast, name nn- 
tnown, burden one boxtdred ton*, belonging to the Freoch • 
bork, Twrw unknown, burden rertnty tow, bden with pow- 
der and ihelti, belonging to the French i L* Godetta bng, 
burden one hundred tom, laden with mne, belonging to tbo 
French a galley, name uoknown, burden fifty tom. In bat* 
Jifi * a tartane, name nnfcncnmy burden tblrty-firo tom, laden 
with wine a bark, oamc enVoown, laden with powder, 
drene cc thonJ, a bark, name untnown, ladco with pm- 
tukkw, harnt. 
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'fVs^cs 3S to tlic tTutlT. of tli6 Itittcr. T.o\vflrds tlic 
dose of the current year Mr.-Hotham was super- 
seded in his coniinnrand by Sir John Jervis^ 

Tills nobleman is the dcsccnilaiit of a respectable and 
ancient famUy in the county of Staftbrd ; being the second sou 
of Swinfen Jervis, Esq', barrister at law, sometime counsel to 
tlie board of admiralty, and auditor of Giccnw ich Hospital. 
He entered early in life into the sca-servit;e, and scried about 
the year on board the Gloucester, a fourth rate then on 
tlie Jamaica statiop. On the iqth of February, 17 ^>5, he was 
promoted to a lieutenancy, and acted in that capacity on 
board tlie flag-ship of Sir Charles Saunders, on the expedition 
against Quebec. Being in l75g advanced to tlic rank of com- 
mander, he was early in the ensuing year appointed to tlic 
Albany sloop. of war, stationed in the Mediterranean, where 
on account of the illness of Sir John Strachan he took upon 
him the temporary command of the Experiment of twenty 
guns ; - in which ship he distinguished himself in an engage- 
, ment with a large xebec, under Moorish colours, cairying 
,tiventy-six guns, but chiefly manned with French sailors, 
which' after a severe contest was obliged to take adi’antage of 
the wind and make her escape. He was promoted to the 
rank of a post-captain, and appointed to the Gosport of forty- 
four guns on the 13th of October following in tliat ship he 
continued, during the whole war, being employed for some 
time on tlie home service j and during ihe latter part of his 
command on the Mediterranean station. On his return to 
England in 1763, the Gosport was put out of commission, 
and Mr. Jervis received no other commission till he was ap- 
pointed in 1769 to the Alarm, of tliirty-two guns, in which 
frigate he proceeded almost iramediately'to the Mediterranean, 
and had the honbur of entertaining on board his 'ship the Hue 
de Chablais, brotlier to the king of Sardinia, who made him 
some valuable presents. He continued on that station in the 
same ship till 1773, and being a short time before his returij 
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afterwards created Eatl of St. Vmcent, who m the 
month of jipril, i/gff, promoted Captam Nelson 

to England m 1775 proi^ted to the Fondropnt of eJgtty 
guns, rtmalned captain of her till the tot 1783 During 
tfirt whole penod of time, 00 I 7 two opportnmuei roffioeotlj 
mtcrabng ocenrmi In wbich MrJervi* could dittingmsb hm>- 
aelf, nrbicii wa» In the encounier wiCb the Coont D Orrllllen, 
cn the 27 th of Jnly, 17/8 when he wai itaboncd as one of the 
ascends to the commander in chief, and tuort gtlljnUf sup- 
ported the honour of hu country He cocUnued employed 
■OTwiLr Tarioui conuremden without any thing material oc- 
cornng, except the coramoq loaltDo of lerrice, till iheycsr 
1762 , when In the month of April, bdi^ under the orders 
of Yico-Admlral Barriogtoo, who was sent inpnruntof a 
French sqaadroo destined tor tiie East Indies, he came op vnth 
and atlJtdted the Pegase, a Frendi ship of serenty-foor 
which strucL to the Foodroyaot, arier a gallant acboo The 
admiral in his dispatches toc^ anch particular notice of this 
en g Tg em ent, that on bis return Into pert bo was hoconred 
with the order ot th© Bath Dunug the eocoonter be recrlrtd. 
■* wound by a splinter, wbcdi struck hun on iho right templo, 
end affected his eye so moeb, that the ccnseqoenaa biro oorcr 
Since been completely removed Early In 1/83 Sir John tplttcd 
the Foodroyant, and bdsted his broad pendant onboard the 
Salisbury of fifty gons, *s oommodore of t aquadrun intended 
lor a sedret eipcditionj bat peace taking place, this wiscsc- 
(cqoenily Utd aside He now eocpencnccd some rcfaxation 
from hii naval duly, la be took on himself no subsequent 
command till the yeor lypO- During the iDieTmediaic pe- 
nod, be was In \7%A elected repre s^ utire b farCitnent for 
Yarmouth b Norfolk, and oa the 24tH of September 1767 
was raised Co ihc rank of rear-admiral of the Woo j as be was 
also on tbo 21st of September 1790 to the «sme rank in the 
-white On the apprehension of a ruptnre with Spain, rcti- 
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to.tlie rank of temporary commodore, with a 
distinguishing pendant, which he accordingly 

live to Nootica Sound, in that year, Sir John was appointed to 
he captain of the fleet equipped on die occasion. The dispute 
being, however, accommodated, it never proceeded to seai 
He had been chosen member for Chipping Wycombe at tlie 
general election which took place in the above year. On tlic 
1st of February', 1793, he was advanced to be vice-admiral of 
the blue ; and having hoisted his flag on board tlic Barfleur, 
sailed m the ensuing year with a squadron, of which lie had 
accepted the command, to the West Indies; on which occasion 
he vacated his seat in parliament. His conduct, while on this 
service, became the subject of parliamentary inquiiy, and is 
too recent in the minds of all to need any comment, par- 
ticulfwly as there may still exist persons, who, notwitlislanding' 
the highly honourable and favourable decision of the house of 
parliament, entertain difterent sentiments of the transactions 
which took'place during that period. 

After the return of Sir John to England, he was in the montli 
of June, 1795 , advanced from the rank of vice-admiral 
of the white, to which he had been raised on the 12th of 
' April, in the preceding year, to be admiral of the blue,-and 
was appointed to be commander in chief on tlie Mediterranean 
station ; he accordingly proceeded thither in a frigate. 
Nothing, however, of consequence occurred in those seas, and 
Sir John, having quitted the Mediterranean, repaired to Lis-^ 

•> 

bon. On the 14th of Febmary, 1797, being tlicu off Cape St. 
Vincent, he fell in wdtli tlie Spanish fleet. Its force consisted 
of trventy-seven sail of tlie line, seven' of them first-rates, car- 
rying from one hundred to one hundred and t>vehty-six guns, 
wliile the ships under the orders oFSir John amounted to only 
fifteen. He, however, determined to engage tliem. The result 
Was glorious to himself, and to his country. His own dispatch 
will best explain the Qvent.' 
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hoisted, in the fir»t instance, on board his old 
chip the Agamemnon, but in the Onsuing month 




" Vidoiy, off La^ Bay, Felmcuy lO, 


TTte boptt of Anbg In With the SpaniJi fleet, oprottd 
fa my letter to you of Ifat t3lli imtanl, were cotrtmned tiiat 
tdght by ooi dUdoctly beani% the iqwrt of tbeir tigial*pntV 
and by intelligence recttred from Ciptifa Foote, of hit ina* 
jes^t tUip Niger, who had, with e<jttal juilpneot and pcr*e\er- 
OBce, kqrt ee r mpan y mlth them for Krml dayt on my pre« 
ictibed rendcmwi, whldi, from the ilrong fouth-east tkfadt, 
I had itever been able torcacb , and that they were not more than 
threeorfburleagneafTomnt. larmottrfjwajiedtbedaimofday, 
trben bdng on the ftarboard tack, Cape SL Voent beariaj' 
eut by north «I^t leacaea, I bad the ntztiadloQ of ttebig a 
nomber of ibips extending from »outh weal to tonib, the wind 
thenotwestbyaoath At torty numitea past ten, the weather 
bemg eximnely haxy. La Bonne Cdoyeune made the lignal 
that the abips were of the line, fweii(y>fiTe m number bn 
BUUest^’a aqaadroa consutmg of the 5f\etn tblpa of the late 
named in tbe margb, were faapqiSy formed in Ibe most ecnn> 
plete order of niliiig m two Imei. By eany mg a press of sail, 

I was fortouate m getting m with tbe erremy’s fleet at half part 
eleren O'clock, before it Itad time to connect and form a regolar 
Older of battle Such a moment wamot to be loU j and, ron- 
fidcjil bi tbe AUl, toIout, and dmljibrie of the officers and 
tDen 1 bad tbe happmeo to command, and judging that the 
bocoOT of bu tmue»()'» arms tmd the fircumrtanccsoftheatr 
fa these tots, reqmied a conndcnWe depro of entrrprue, I 
felt myself jnsUfied tn departing from the regoUr system, awl 
paomg tbmnpb tbeir Ibet m n bne fomed with the «t»ort 
celerity, tacked, and tbereliy Kpemlcd ooe-tlurd from tbe 

main body After a partial cannonade, wUeb prerented tber 
rejoncllon iBl the e^emnir, and by^tbe >eiy great eaeitioci of 
the ships tthW^jj^he^good fortune to onirt op wUh 
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i’emoved into the.Captain of seventy-four guns, 
and in the month of August following was esta- 

enemy on tlie larboard tack, tlie ships named in the margin - 
\verc captured, and the action ceased about five o’clock in the 
evening, I enclose tlie most correct list I have been able to 
obtain of the Spanish fleet opposed to me, amoimting to 
twenty-seven sail of tlie line, and an account of the killed and 
M'ounded in his majest}’'s ships, as well as in tliose taken from the 
enemy. The moment the latter, almost totally dismasted, and 
liis majesty’s ships tlie Captain and Culloden, are in a state to 
put to sea, I shall avail myself of tlie first favourable winds to 
proceed oflf Cape St. Vincent, in my way to Lisbon. Captain 
Calder, whose able assistance has greatly contributed to the 
public service during my command, is tlie bearer of this, and 
. Mill more particularly describe to the lords commissioners of 
the admiralty,' the movements of the squadron'on tlie four- 
teenth, and tlie present state of it. I am, &c. 

J. Jervis. ’’ 

“ Evan "Nepean, esq. &c. &c. 

The ships captured in tliis action were the Sah'ador del 
■Mundo, of one hundred and twelve guns, tlie San Josef, of one 
hundred and tivelve, the San Nicholas, of eighty-four, and the 
San Isidro, of seventy-four. On the occasion of this great vic- 
tory, exclusive of inferior honours, Sir John was raised to the 
dignity of a baron and earl of Great Britain, by the titles of 
Baron Jervis of Mclford, in the county of Stafford, the place 
‘ of his birtli, and Earl ,of St. Vincent; a pension of three thou- 
^d a year was also bestow'ed on him by parliament. His 
lordship continued for the space of tivo years eitlier occupied in 
the blockade of Cadiz, or in sending OS’ detachments of his 
fleet where he thought it necessary. The most important of 
these was that put under the orders of the late Lord Nelson, 
which paved the way for the glorious victory of Abouhir. On 
the 14& of FeVmnry, 1799, be was advanced to the rank of 
admiral of tlie white squadron, and finding his health impaired, 
returned to England in the month of July. In October follow- 
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blished in permanent rank, haring a captain ap- 
pointed to command Under him in the ship just 
mentioned.* The services on which he was em- 
ployed tin nearly the close of the year, were ex- 
tfcmely important, althongh they afforded him 
no opportunity of displaying that brilliancy of 
character which Bare so uninterruptedly marked 

ingjhe receired datlenge from Srf John Onle« who thought 
himself aggtiered bj hk htmg employed S<t Ilorabo Nclxm 
bn pie abore oecasooi m prefeieDct to bimsdf, who wu • 
Kiuor -officer. The drcnmsUnce, bowerer, becoming known 
to the fHencb of both paiUei, tbqi were prerented from pro- 
ceeding to extreonbo, tod boond over to keep the peace. 
Hh lonklup recovered ius hetllh cnffidoitly to take upon inm 
tiie command of the Britah force ha the chanoel b the raooth 
of April. 1800. He muaediately proceeded Jo witch Ibe mo 
tiedo of the enemy offi Brest On the Stlth of August. 1800. he 
was ij^tointed iKOteiKmt-geDetd ofhk nu^esty’imanoe forces, 
end on the 21*t of April, 1801, wto anted a \ -hc Mu it of the 
united Ui^om of Greet Briteio and Ireland, by the title of 
■Vl»count St, Mneenl, of hlelfotd, with remainder in mccessioo 
to bis Dcphewt, and their bein. llaang been ippomted, on the 
21fl of Febrmuy preceding, first comakwoner for exeenting 
the office of lord high admira], be contimied to hold that 
ftotkm tni tlic mootfa of Mav, 1804. since nldch time be has not 
taken upon himtelf any ea)>lojateat, cither in the Boe ofacdTC 
scrrice, or in the cWI depertmenti but oo the 5thof Nmcffl- 
ber, 180J. Ilk lonkbtp was ratted to the nnk of tdfflbil of 
the rcdtqaatlroQ. 

• It h said to bare been obseired In the JledftcnaDean, that 
before Captain NcUoo quitted the AgamemSoo, he had fairly 
Trom her ouL \Mica that ship auoe into dock to b^ refined, 
m the month of October, 179 ^* she had not a mast, yard, or 
sal] fit for service. The boll alto had been for a long time 
secured and kept logetlier by cables properly sored row I her. 
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, the greater part of the enterprizes in which he 
was engaged. The' blockade of Leghorn, the 
capture of Porto Ferrajio, together with the 
island, of Caprea, and the evacuation of Bastia, 
were each of them employments that required 
the.most consummate abilities, the most spirited 
activity, and the soundest judgment ; and where 
all were equally conspicuous, it would be de-: 
rogating from one species of merit, tO bestow 
any particular commendation on another. 

After having convoyed the British troops, 

, which had been employed in garrisoning the 
island of Corsica, to Porto Ferrajio, Commodore 
Nelson proceeded to St. Fiorenzo bay, where 
he rejoined the commander in chief, and imme- 
diately afterwards accompanied him to Gib? 
raltar. In the month Of December he received 
instructions to remove his broad pendant on 
board La Minerve, a frigate of thirty-two guns, 
commanded by Captain George Cockburn j and 
the Blanche frigate, of the same" force, com- 
manded by Captain Preston, being put under His 
orders, he was directed to proceed to Porto^ 
Ferrajio, for the purpose of conveying from 
thence the depot of naval stores which had 
been fornied there, during the time the Britisl) 
fleet was stationed in the Mediterranean, to 
Gibraltar, where they were much wanted, in 
consequence of the change of station neces- 
sarily occasioned by the commencement . of 
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the war with Spain. While on his passage 
thither, the commodore had the fortune to fall 
in with two large Spanish frigates, during the 
night of the 19th of December. The command- 
ing ship carried a poop light, and was imme- 
diately attacked by Mr. Nelson, who at the 
same time directed the Blanche to engage her 
consort. The encounter between the com- 
modore and his antagonist commenced about 
forty minutes past ten at night ; and after an un- 
remitted as well as most spirited contest, which 
continued nearly three hours, the enemy’s ship 
was compelled to surrender, having hod one 
hundred *od sLxty-four men killed and wounded. 
Her raizen mast had fallen in the action} her 
main and fore masts were also so severely 
wounded that b6ih of them went away on her 
£rst attempt to carry sail after her surrender. 
The prize was nauted La Sabina, a frigate of the 
firbt class, mounting forty guns; ihpsc on her 
main deck, being twenty-eight in number, were 
^cightccn*poundcr«. 

While the Minerve was thus engaged. Cap- 
tain Preston, in (he Blanche, most gallantly bore 
his share in the encounter, and elTcctually 
fllenced bis antagonist, but wtis prevented from 
taking possession of his defeated enemy; by the 
appearance of three other Spanish ships, which 
bore down on the conquerors. The commodore 
was on his part scarcely less unsuccessful i for 
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“although possession was taken of his prize, the 
same cause which rescued that of Captain 
Preston from, his hands, operated little less 
forcibly with respect to himself. The Sabina 
and the Minerve steered different courses, and 
the masts of the former not being able, as al- 
ready related, to support a pressure of sail, they 
both fell by the board, and, as a natural conse- 
quence, the Sabina again reverted into the pos- 
session of her former masters. Owing however to 
the exertions of thecommodore, together with the 
rest of the officers of the Minerve and Blanche, 
those ships were most'gallantly and happily re- 
scued from experiencing a fate equally grievous.* 

I 

* La Sabina was scarcely taken possession of^ wlien a second 
frigate belonging to the enemy made her appearance, and be- 
gan to engage the Minerve ; but, aflc. ^ fmitless contest of 
half an hour’s continuance, thought proper to haul her wind, 
or, as the commodore himself expressed his opinion, he wtis 
confident she would have shared tlie fate of her companion. 
At the da^vn of day, two of the vessels insight were discovered 
to be Spanish ships of the line, when, owing to the diversion 
of pursuit, afforded by Lieutenant Culverhouse, who was ap- 
pointed to command La Sabina, pro tempore, and who, while 
tlje crippled state of his masts permitted him to make sail, 
steered an opposite course to that of the commodore, added, 
as above related, to the exeitions of the latter, and those he 
coiumanded, tlie further progress of the misfortune was 
arrested, 

■\Vith tliat modesty peculiar to himself, and which so nobly 
characterised his conduct on all occasions, Captain 'Nelson as- 
sinned not to himself the slightest merit on die foregoing pc- 
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Commodore Nelson having executed the ob- 
ject f his mission, sailed from Porto Fetrajio 
in the Minerve, on the 19th of January, for the 
purpose of rejoining the commander in chief. Sir 
Gilbert El)iott, afterwards'Lord Mitito, the late 
viceroy of Corsica, together witl\ Deutenant- 
Colonel Drinkwater, and divers other persons 
belonging to his suite, had taken their passage 
on board the Minch’e ; and the commo- 
dore after having studiously endeavoured to 
obtain every possible information in his power 
relative to the enemy's force and future inten- 
tions, by I'cconnoltring all the principal ports in 
the Meditefrancan, proceeded for Gibraltar, 
where he at rived a few days after the Spanish 
Beet from Cnrthagena had passed through the 

cattoQ. A rcpetitloQ of lib (mnwonbwill b tb«ii»clves aiFortt 
^ the pmuc be*t adapted to roeb betoic coodoct. 

“Yoaare, •ir,’* »id he," $0 tborougbly acqxiairtcd witJi the 
menii of Captab Cockboni, Ihtt It U dec^ew for me to ex- 
JjteM them, but the dbcfpbne of La Mberre doo tlie highest 
credit to her captab and lieutenant, and 1 wiib fully to Mprr* 
the •erne I bi^e of tlicir judgment and gBlhuilr\. Ljcutenant 
CuJrerLoo*e, the fint beutenant, b an old officer of rcry db- 
tmgai>Sed' menL Dentenants ffardy, Gage, awf Sohie, 
Kree erery pr»i*e wbkh guUaoUy and zealjtotly entitled ibeitt 
to ; as doe* evenr other officer and man in the ihqu 

" You w 01 ob*erre, *Er, ] am rare, riSb regret, amoop the 
wounded, Ljeutenaiit Jimej Noble, who quilted the Captab to 
serve with me, and hUom nienl>bnd repeated aourwh rreenyd 
b fighting the enemies of our couniry, entitle him to eicry te- 
vard a graltful nation can bestow.’* 
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StreigVits. Burning with impatience to assume 
a more active and useful station than the com- 

l 

mand of a frigate could possibly afford bimj 
when a serious contest with the enemy appeared 
more than probable, he remained at Gibraltar 
only one^lay, and in the course of his passage to 
the westward, towards the!appointed place of ren- 
dezvous, was on the nth of^February not only 
chased by two Spanish line of battle ships, but was 
also' in sight of their whole fleeroff the entrance 
of the Streights. He was fortunate enough, 
however, to effect not only his escape, but his 
junction with the admiral, and the fleet, on the 
■13th of February. The important intelligence 
he brought, was the prelude to the future suc- 
/ cess j and as he had been the happy means of 
first conveying to the admiral information of the 
near approach of the enemy, so did he in the 
. gloriou^ contest which presently succeeded, 
prove' the principal cause of effecting their dis- 
conrfiture and defeat.' 

Immediately on his arrival, he shifted his 
broad pendant on board his former ship the 
Captain ; and/as it is reported, had not effected 
his removal many minutes, ere ' the signal was 
made that the British fleet should prepare for ac- 
tion-, the ships which composed it being directed 
■ to keep in close and compact order during the 
night. As to the event of the action, few English- 
men can be ignorant 5 of the circumstances 
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which Jed to that event, the greater part of them 
may be but partially informed, perhaps, notwith- 
standing a variety of documents have already 
been printed andre-printed mamultitudcofforms, 
each of them attempting to illustrate a period so 
interesting to the feelings of Britons, but unhap- 
pily^throughan infinityof causes, ah failiogtopro- 
duce the wished-for intention andihe desired ef- 
fect. Of these, according to the ordinaiy course of 
precedence, the official.orgazettcaccount, claims 
the fint mention.* No particular observation 
is made on the conduct of Commodore Nelson; 
and that circumstance, perhaps, paradoxical as it 
may appear, is in itself a matter of the highest 
praifej for it is the natural infirmity of the hu- 
man mind to be silent os to the promulgation of 
that worth, which it feels itself shrink as it were 
from the task of paying sufficient tribute to. 

The next account w'c shall beg leave to no- 
tice, as well as to insert, is a short roemorandum 
made by the commodore himself, presently after 
the encounter, in which, \\ ith his customary deli- 
cacy with respect to hiraself» he attributes the 
highest possible praise to those employed under 
his orders, who aided in effecting the glorious 
achievement, but is totally silent as to those 
energies produced and raised to maiurhy in his 
o\%n mind, which gave birth to lo glorious and 
brilliant a conduston. 

* See CC. 







9 


JP 




LORD VISCOITNT NELSON-. 7^ 

- “ At one,' P. M.” observes the commodore, 

the Captain having passed the sternmost of 
the enemy’s ships, which formed their van, and 
part of their centre, consisting of seventeen sail 
of the line, they, on the larboard, we on the 
starboard tack, the admiral made the signal to 
tack in succession ; but perceiving all the Spa'- 
nish ships to bear up before the wind, evidently 
with an intention of forming their line, going 
large, and joining their separated divisions, at 
that time engaged with some of our centre ships, 
or flying , from us — to prevent either of their 
schemes from taking - place, I ordered the ship 
to be wore, and passing between the Diadem 
and Excellent, at a' quarter past one o’clock, 
was erigaged with the headmost, and, of course, 
leewardmost of the Spanish division. The ships 
which I knew were the Santissima Trinidada, 
of one hundred and thirty-six guns, San Josefj 
of one hundred and twelve, Salvador del Mun- 
dp, of one hundred and twelve, San Nicholas, 
eighty; another first-rate, and a seventy-four, 
names' unknown. 

“ I was immediately joined, and most nobly 
supported, by’ the Culloden, Captain Tfou- 
bridge. The Spanish fleet, not wishing, i sup- 
pose, to have a decisive battle, hauled to the 
wind on the larboard tack, which brought the 
ships above mentioned to be the leewardmost 
pnd sternmost ships in their fleet. For near an 
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hour 1 believe (but I do not pretend to be col- 
lect as to time), did the Culloden and Captain 
rapport this not ontj apparenti/ but rcaiij un- 
equal contest j vhen the Blenheim passing be- 
tween us and the enemy, gave ns a respite, 
and sickened the Dons. At this time the Sal- 
vador del Mundo, and San Isidro, dropped 
astern, and were fired into in a masterly style 
by the Excellent, Captain ColHngwoodj who 
compelled the San Isidro to hoist English co- 
lours. and I thought the large ship, Salvador del 
Mundo had also struck; bni Captain Colling- 
wood, disdaining the pi^rade of taking posses- 
sion of ff vanquished enemy, roost gallantly 
pushed op with every sail set, to save his old 
friend and messmate, who was to appearance in 
a critical state. The Blenheim being ahead, 
the Culloden crippled and astern, the Excellent 
ranged up within two feet of the San Nicholas, 
giving a most tremendous fire. The San Nicho- 
las lufimg Up, the San 'Josef fell on board her, 
and the Excellent passing on for the Santissima 
Trinidada, the Captain rcsumcd‘'hcr station 
abreast of them, and close alongside. At tbi^ 
lime the Captain having lost her forc-top-mast, 
not a sail, shroud, nor rope left, her wheel 
avay, and incapable of further senicc in the 
line or in cha^e, I directed Captain i^/illcr to 
put the helm a-starboard, and calling for the 
hoarders, ordered them to board. The solditrs 
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-of the sixty-ninth, with an alacrity which will 
(ever do them credit, and Lieutenant Pearson of 
the same regiment, were almost the foremost 
ort this service. The first man who jumped 
into ,the enemy’s mizzen-chains was -Captain 
Berry, late my first lieutenant (Captain Miller 
was in tjie of going also, but I directed him 
to remain) j he was supported by our spritsail 
yard, which hooked in the mizzen rigging. A 
soldier of the sixty-ninth regiment having broken 
the' upper quarter gallery window, I jumped in 
myself, and was followed by others as fast as 
possible. I found the cabin doors fastened, and 
some Spanish officers fired their pistols ; but 
having broke open the doors, the soldiers fired, 
and the Spanish brigadier (commodore, with a 
distinguishing pendant) felf, as ' retreating to 
the quarter-deck. I pushed immediately on- 
wards for the quarter-deck, where I found Cap- 
■ tain Berry in possession of the poop, and the 
Spanish ensign hauling down. I passed with 
my people, and Lieutenant Pearson, on the lar- 
board gang-way to the forecastle, whete I met 
two or three Spanish officers, prisoners to my 
seamen: they delivered me their swords. A 
fire of 'pistols or musquetS' opening from the 
admiral’s stern-gallery of the San Joseph, I 'di- 
rected the soldiers to fire into her stern, and 
calling to Captain Miller, ordered him to send 
more men into the San Nicholas, and directed' 
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my people to board the firit Tate, which wae 
done in an instant; Captain Berry assisting me 
Into the main chains. At this moment a Spa- 
nish officer looked over the quarter-deck rail, 
and said they sorrcndcrcd. From this most 
welcome intelligence, it was not long before I 
was on the quartcr-dcci, where the Spanish 
captain, with a bow, presented me his sword, 
and said the admiral was dying of his wounds. 
I asked him on his honour, if the ship surren- 
dered. He declared she was $ on which I gave 
him ray hand, and desired him io call on hfs 
officers and. ship’s company and tell them of it j 
and^ on ibe quarter ’deok ef a Spanbb frsi-rait, cx- 
Inrjciant as ibe rterj may jwn, did I receive the 
tvnrdi cf vanquhted Spantardi^ v^ich os I reeovtd 
J gave to William Feamejy one tf tny bargemen^ who 
pul them with the greatest sang frosd under bis 
arm* I was smrounded by Captain Berry, 
JLieutenant Peorson of the sixty-ninth regiment, 
John S)kes, John Thompson, Francis Cooke 
(all old Agaraemnons), and several other brave 
men, seamen and soldiers. Thus fell these 
ships. 

“ N. B. In boarding the Sau Nicholas, I be- 
lieve we lost about seven killed and ten wound- 
ed; and about t^xnty Spaniards lost their lives 
by a foolish resistance. None were lost I be- 
h'evc in boarding the San Josef.” 

To the foregoing wc shall add the following 
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irtefragablf legal document, which, in the plain- 
est and most unadorned, though not, on that ac- 
count, less interesting style, sets forth not only 
the leading events of the action itself, but those 
also which immediately jireceded it. 

Copy of the log-book of his majesty’s ship the 
Captain, Commodore Nelson, the 14th and 
1, 5th of February, at the victory of the Earl 
of St. Vincent over the Spanish fleet. 

“ Tuesday, Februa.ry 14th, wind variable, mo- 

r 

derate breezes, and hazy ; oiit cutter and barge, 
and sent them on board, the Victory j joined 
company his majesty’s ship Bonne Citoyenne. At 
two the cutter returned with Lieutenant Noble. 
Hoisted Commodore Nelson’s pendant. At 
half past four mustered at quarters j one divi- 
sion exercised great, guns. At half past six 
Commodore Nelson came on board from the 
Minerve. Hoisted in the barge, filled, and 
■ made sail. At nine set the main sail 5 at twelve 
tacked per signal, A. M. ditto weather, be- 
tween two and three o’clock, heard the report 
of several guns to 'the southward', which we 
supposed to be the Spanish fleet, who we knew 
were near us. At four, the Victory, south one 
mile, at day-light, made the signal fpr a strange 
sail to the nor^thward. ' At half past five heard 
the report of two guns, S. W. "At half past 
eight set the mainsail. At ten, up mainsail j 
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moderate and foggy. At half past fen savr the 
fipaniih fleet, bearing S. S. E four or five miles. 
The signal to form the line and chase the ene- 
my. _ At twenty minutes before twelve the 
headmost ships of our line began to engage the 
enemy as they passed us on the other tack; 
Cape St. Vincent bearing north ten leagues. .A 
few minutes before nooo, we opened our fire on 
their leading ship, and passed nineteen sail of 
the line, giving and receiving as we passed ; 
our leading ships having eight of their rear ships 
to tack, by breaking their line. 

“ Wednesday, lyth, wind variable; at eighteen 
minutes before one, the Captain having passed, 
on the ftarboard tadk, the last of the enemy’s 
line of nineteen sail, which were on the lar- 
board tack, the Spanish ' admiral, in the Santis- 
ima Trinidada, bore up, evidently with a de- 
sign to join a division of his fleet, of eight sail 
of the line, which were on the Captain’s lee- 
bow, on which the commodore ordered the ships 
to be^wore; when passing between the Diadem 
and Excellent, she was immediately engaged by 
the Santissima Trinidada, a four-decked ship, 
4nd two other three-deckers, and several two- 
deckers.; so that, at one time we were engaged 
by nine line of battle ships, in which we were 
most nobly supported by Captain Troubridge, 
of the CuUoden. The Spanish admiral desist- 
ed from his attempt of joining his other divi- 
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sion, and hauled to the wind on the larboard ’ 
tack. .'About two P. M. the.Culloden having 
got between us and the enemy, we'ceased firing 
about- ten minutes, till wex'got ahead of her, and 
became engaged -as before. Employed the in-' 
te'ivar in replenishing our shot, and repairing 
our’ rigging. 'About half- past two. Our sails 
and' rigging being'- almost cut to pieces, the 
Plenheini passed between us and the enemy. 
Employed' as before, while our fire ceased. At 
three we came to engage'sevefal of the enemy’s 
line, particularly the San Josef and San Nicho- 
las. Saw a Spanish' two-decker strike to the 
Excellent. 'Soon after' we ^hot away the mizzen- 
'mast of the San Josef, which caused her' to fall 
on board the San Nicholas -to windward. At, 
half past three the 'Excellent passed us to wind- 
ward, 'engaging' the 'San Josef within pistol 
shot as she passed by on which she and the 
San Nicholas fell on board of each other. The 
San Josef having lost her mizzen-mast, the Cap- 
tain, whose Tore-top-mast was at this 'time shot 
away, immediately luffed along-side, prepared 
for boarding, and, having engaged veiy sharply 
fora few minutes, in wihich we had fifteen men 
Icilled and wounded, the commodore ordered, the 
ship to be laid on board 5 wdren. himself, Lieu- 
. tenants Berry, Noble, and Pearson, and ATessrs., 
Samwell, Withers, and Williams, midshipmen, 
at the head of the boarders and . troops, entered 
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moderate and foggy. ^ At half past ten savr the 
Spanish fleet, bearing S. S. E. four or five miles, 
The signal to form the line and chase the ene- 
my. At tsventy minutes before tn-eire- the 
headmost ships of our line began to engage the 
enemy as they passed us on the other tact; 
Cape St. Vincent bearing north Jen leagues. .A 
few minutes before noon, we opened our fire on 
their leading ship, and passed nineteen sail of 
the line, giving and receiving as we passed ; 
^onr leading ships having eight of their rear ships 
to tack, by breaking their line. 

"Wednesday, 15th, wind variable; at eighteen 
minutes before one, the Captain having passed, 
oil the starboard tadk, the last of the enemy’s 
h'ne of nineteen sail, which were on the lar- 
board tack, the Spanish admiral, in the Santis- 
iras Trinidads, bore up, evidently with a de- 
sign to join a division of his fleet, of eight sail 
of the line, which were on the Captain's lee- 
bow, on which the commodore ordered the ships 
to be^wore ; when passing between the Diadem 
and Excellent, she was immediately engaged by 
the Santissima Trinidada, a four-decked ship, 
And two other three-decters, and several two- 
deckers.; so that, at one time we were engaged 
by nine line of battle ships, in which we were 
most nobly supported by Captain Troubridge, 
of the CuUoden. The Spanish admiral delist- 
ed from his attempt of joining bis other divi- 
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sion, and hauled to the wind on the larboard 
tack. . About two P. M. the. Culloden 
got betVveen us and the enemy, we ceased firing 
about ten minutes, till we got ahead of licr, and 
became engaged as before. Employed the in- 
terval’ in replenishing our shot, and repairing 
our rigging. About half- past two, our sails 
and rigging being almost cut to ‘pieces, the 
Blenheim passed between us and the cnentv. 
Employed as before, while our fire ceased. .At 
three we came to engage several of the enemy’s 
line, particularly the San Josef and San Nicho- 
las. Saw a Spanish two-decker strike to the 
Excellent. Soon after we shot away the mizzen- 
mast of the San Josef, which caused her to fall 
on board the San Nicholas to windward. At 
half past three the Excellent passed us to wind- 
ward, -engaging' the San Josef within pistol 
shot as she passed by ; on which she and the 
San Nicholas fell on boaid of each other. Th'" 
San Josef having lost her mizzen-mast, the Cap 
tain, whose fore-top-mast was at this time shot 
away, immediately luffed along-sicjc, prepared 
for boarding, and, having engaged Very sharply 
forn few nnnutes, in which we had fifteen n c-i 
Idled and wounded, the commodore ordered lim 
ship to be laid on board j when hims.lf i 
■ tenants Berry, Noble and 

wL.. 
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on board {he San Nicholas, on the lathoard 
quarter, and from hfr bparded the San Josef, 
and hauled dosyn the colours at five minutes be- 
fore four o’clock. The latter mounting one hrm- 
dred and twelve guns. Rear-admiral TTinthuy- 
aen, and the former of eighty-four guns. Com- 
modore Gerraldelino. They wore both mortally 
wounded, aiTd died soon after tbe action ceased. 
Commodore Nelson put Lieutenant Berry in 
charge of the San Josef, and Lieutenant Spicer 
of the San Nicholas, svith one hundred and fifty 
men in eaiA ship. Found the latter on fire, 
but extinguished it. At fire, all firing ceased. 
While we were entangled with both ships, 
found the San Nicholas to be on fire again, in 
the fore hold ; but it was happily extinguished 
by our firemen. The commodore went on 
board the Irresistible. At six, got clear of the 
prizes. Wore to join the fleet, having been be- 
tween them and the enemy, who stood, towards 
us with a fresh breeze, but hauled their wind 
again. Employed cutting away the remnant of 
the fore-sail, and clearing the wreck of the forc- 
top-most. At seven the Minerve took us in 
tow } our standing and rnnning rigging, with 
all the bending sails, being cut to pleceii our 
wheel, fore-top-mast, and fore-top, shot away ; 
and our masts severely wounded j tfie main-mast 
having three shot through the heart. Employed 
filling powder and replenishing shot, knotting 
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and splicing, and to get ready for battle again 
as soon as 'possible.- ' Found that mother ship 
of one hundred and twelve guns, the San Salva-. 
dor del Mundo, and the San Isidore, of seventy- 
four guns, had struck to our fleet. - Our frigates 
took' them 4n tow. 

The Spanish fleet consisted of twenty-seven 
sail of the line, nine of which were three-deck- 
ers, and eight frigates : our fleet, of fifteen sail 
of the line, and three fiigates (six three-deckers, 
eight seventy-fours, and one sixty-four). Found 
we had twenty'-foUr men killed, and fifty-six 
wounded-. In the Spaniards we took, the 
slaughter must have been very" great, as- there 
were people employed all night throwing the 
dead overboard. A. M. moderate and hazy ; 
the Spanish fleet in sight to windward. Em^- 
ployed repairing the damaged digging, securing 
the masts, &C.5 bent a new fore-sail-, and mizzen- 
top-sail. The four prizes in tow.” ■ ^ 

’ The -document just given is more peculiarly- 
valuable, inasmuch as it is a plain relation of 
lacts given in the most summary way, on the in- 
stant of their taking places and. serves to esta- 
blish beyond controversy many points, which 
those who are sceptically inclined, might other- 
wise demur to. 

The fourth, and more florid description of the 
great event alluded- to, Ss given by Lieutenant- 
colonel Drinkwater, who, as it has been already 
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^■elated, had takcri his passage' fronci Porto Fer- 
rajio on board the Minerve, in company with 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, and having removed into the 
Lively* that ship was, at the express solicitation 
of the viceroy, permitted to continue with the 
fleet, that the impatience of the latter might be 
gratihed as expeditiously as possible with regard 
vio the result of the encounter, ' 

When Sir John Jervjs,” says the lieutenant- 
colonel in his narrative^ “on the i4lh of Febru- 
ary, had accomplished his bold intention of 
breaking the cnemya line, the Spanish admiral, 
’t^ho had been separated to windward with his 
main body, consisting of eighteen ships of the 
line, from cine ships that were cut off to lee- 
ward, appeared to make a movement as if with 
a \ncw to join the latter. This design was com- 
pletely frustrated by the timely opposition of 
Commodore Nelson, w’hose station in the rear 
of the British line afforded him an opportunity 
of ob^icning this manceuvre. His ship, (he 
Captain, had no sooner passed the rear of the 
cncm)’5 ihips that were to windward, than he 
ordered her to wear, and stood on the other 
tack towards the enemy. 

“ In executing this bold and decisive mancc- 
VTc', the commodore reached the sixth ship from 
the enemy's rear, which bore the Spanish adml- 
nil’r flag, the Santissima Trinidado, of one hun- 
dred and thirty-six gun*, a ship of four dccU, 
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reported 'to be the largest in'tbe’ worlds Not- 
withstanding the inequality of. the force, the 
commodore instantly engaged this colossal Op- 
ponent, and for a considerable time had to con- 
tend hot only with her, but with her- seconds 
a-head'and a-stern, each of three decks. While 
he maintained this unequal combat, which was 
viewed with admiration, mixed with anxiety, 
his friends were flying to his support; The 
enemy’s, attention was • soon directed to the 
Culloden, Captain Troubridge; and in a -short 
time after to the Blenheim, of ninety guns, Cap-- 
tain Frederick, who opportunely came to his 
assistance. • 

"" The .intrepid conduct of the commodore 
staggered the Spanish admiral, who already ap- 
peared to waver in pursuing his intention -of 
joining the ships cut off by the British fleet 5 
when the Culloden’s timely arrival, and Captain 
Troubridge’s spirited support of the commo- 
dore, together with the approach of the Blen- 
heim, followed by Rear-admiral Parker, with 
the Prince George, Orion, Irresistiblei and Dia- 
dem, not far distant, determined, the Spanish 
admiral to change his design altogether, and to 
throw out the signal for the ships’ main body to 
haul their wind, and to make sail on the lar- 
board tack. 

Not a moment was lost in improving the 
advantage now apparent in favour of the British 
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squadrdn. As the ships of Rear-Admiral Par* 
ker 8 division approached the cneray^s ships, in 
EnppoTt of the Gaptaio, Commodore NeIson*i 
ship, and her gallant seconds, the Blenheim and 
Cnllodcn, the cannonade became more animated 
and impressiye.' In this manner did Commo- 
dore Nelson engage a Spanish three-decker, 
until he had nearly expended all the ammuni- 
tion in his ship, which had sufFered the loss of 
her fore-top-mast, and received such conside- 
rable damage in her sails and rigging, that she 
was almost rendered fion da combat. At this 
critical period, the Spanish three-decker having 
lost her mlzen-mast, fell on board a Spanish two- 
decker, of eighty-four guns, that was her sc- 
condf this latter ship consequently now became 
the commodore’s opponent, and a most vigorous 
fire was kept up for some lime by both ships, 
within pistol shot. ' 

It was now that the cqpjmodore’s ship lost 
many men, and that the damages already sus- 
tained, through the long and arduous conflict 
which she had sustained, appeared to render a 
coniinuance of the contest in the usual way 
precarious or perhaps impossible. At this cri- 
tical moment the commodore, from a sudden 
impulse, instantly resolved on a bold and deci- 
sive measure; and determined, whatever might 
be the event, to attempt his opponent sword in 
hand- The boarders were summoned, and 
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orders given to lay his ship on board the 
enemy. 

Fortune favours the brave ! nor on this- oc- 
casion was she unmindful of her favourite. Ralph 
Willet Miller, the commodore’s captain, so ju- 
diciously directed the course of the ship,' that he 
laid her aboard the starboard quarter of the 
Spanish eighty-four; her spritsaii-yard passing 
over the enemy’s poop, and hooking in her 
mizzen-shrouds; when the word to board being 
given, the officers and seamen destined for this 
perilous duty, headed by Lieutenant Berry, to- 
gether with the detachment of the sixty-ninth 
regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Pearson, 
then doing duty as marines on boa!rd the Captain, 
passed with rapidity on board the enemy’s ship; 
and in a short time the San Nicholas was in posses- 
sion of her intrepid assailants. The v.omm6dore’s 
ardour would not permit hini to remain an in- 
active spectator , of this scene. He was aware 
the attempt was hazardous ; and he thought his 
presence might animate his brave companions, 
and contribute to the success of this bold enterr 
prise ; he therefore, as if by magic impulse, ac- 
companied the party in this attack;’ passing 
from the fore-chains of his own ship' into the 
enemy’s quarter-gallery, and thence through' the 
cabin to the quarter-deck, where he arrived in 
time to receive the sword of the dying com- 
mander, who had been mortally wounded by the 
boarders. 
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" He had not long been employed in taking 
the necessary measures to secure thisliard-eamed 
conquest, when he found himself engaged ih a 
jnorc arduous task. The stem of the three- 
decker, his former opponent, was placed direct- 
Jy amid shijis of the weather beam of the prize, 
San Nicholas ; and from her poop and galleries 
the enemy sorely annoyed with rausquetry the 
British who had boarded the San Nicholas, The 
commodore was not long in resolving on the 
conduct to be adopted, on this momentous occa- 
sion. The two alfcmatiVes that presented them- 
BcWcs to his unshaken mind, were, to quit the 
prize, or instantly board the three-decker. Con- 
ddent of the bravery of his seamen, he deter* 
mined on the latter. Directing, therefore, on 
additional number of men to be sent from the 
Captain on board the San Nicholas, the un- 
daunted commodore, whom no danger ever ap- 
palled, headed himself the n^ilants in this new 
attack, exclaiming, Westminster Abbey! or 

GLORIOUS VICTORY 1 

Success in a few minutes, and with little loss, 
crowned the cntcrprizc. Such indeed ntis the 
panic occasioned by his preceding conduct, that 
the British no sooner appeared on the quarter- 
deck of their new opponent, than the comman- 
dant advanced, and asking for the Britidi com- 
manding officer, dropped on one knee, .md pre- 
sented his sword, apologizing at the same time 
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ibr the Spanish admiral's not appearing, as he 
was dangerously wounded. For a moment Com*' 
modore Nelson could scarcely persuade himself 
of this second instance of good fortune: lie there- 
fore ordered the Spanish commandant, wlio liad 
the rank of a brigadier, to assemble the officers 
on the quarter-deck, and direct means to be 
taken instantly for communicating to the crew 
the .surrender of the ship. All tlic officers im- 
mediately appeared ; and the commodore had 
the surrender of the .^an Josef duly conferred by 
each of them delivering his sword. 

'' The coxswain of tlie commodore’s barge, 
John Sykes, since dead, bad attended close by his 
side throughout this perilous attempt : to him the 
Commodore gave in charge the swords of the 
Spanish office’.'s as he received them : and the 
undaunted tar, as they were delivered to him, 
tucked these honourable trophies under his 
.arm, with all the coolness imaginable. It was 
at this moment also that a British sailor, who 
had fought under the commodore, came up in 
the fullness of his heart, and excusing the liber- 
ty he was taking, asked to shake him by the 
hand, to congratulate him upon seeing him safe 
on the quarter-deck of a Spanish three-decker. 

, This mew conquest had scarcely submitted, 
and the commodore returned on board the' San 
•Nicholas, when the latter ship was discovered 
to be on fire, in two places. At the first mo- 
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TDtnt appearances wert alannnig; but the pre- 
sence of mind abd retobrees of the commodore 
and hrs DfficerB, in this ctnfcrgcnc7, soon got the 
fire under, 

** A signal was made hy the Captain for boats 
to assist in disentangling her from the two 
prices } and as she was inc.'pablp of further ser- 
Tice until refitted, the commodore again hoisted 
his broad pendant, for the moment, on board 
Xji Minerve frigate; and in the evening shifted 
it to the trrcsistible. Captain Martin: but as 
soon as the Captain was refitted, he rc-hoistcd his 
pendant on board the latter ship. 

As a ren'ard for such distmguished gallantry 
on the 14th of February, he received the insignia 
of tbe Bath apd the gold medal from his sove- 
reign j and wasniso presented with the freedom 
of tbe city of London in a gold box,*” 

• In the ctnmcB-cWibpr of Uie hall in the it 

Norwicli, s erecfc<l IW fonowioj derire, a roenorfil of tli# 
idioii of lb« Uth of February, 1797- An tnfbor, 
to whiefa ire Rtspended a yard and ntli nppoted to Inrt 
beeni^HJt away in action; oe the htter b InJoibcd: vTho 
tljA Spmnsh. admiral Don Jiirritr Winlhtiy*eo« who 
died of the Tronods be receded In an enp^^emert nilb the 
JJntiih fleet under the command of Admiral EtH of St, Mu* 
etj*^ Hth Febmarj, ^hHi etjded to the moit hnfiaat 
rtotory ever oblaiorf by tha conaliy oref the enemy at *ea, 
mUerrm the heroic ralcA^r am! eool detennined coorajre of 
Keir-admjral Sir Horatio Nchoo, K. D. Iiad ample Kope for 
their daptoy. He being a native of Norfolli, hoo<iarrd th" 
oly b^'preieatms ihH rrotd furretKfenfd lo him to that tc- 
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In the preceding account, the colonel, it mu^t 
in justice be owned, pays the niost grateful 
tribute to .the personal bravery and gallantry of 
the commodore, but does not enter sufficiently 
into a description, and that, certainly, necessary 
eulugium on the splendid display of his abilities, 
without which, on so trying an occasion, the 
most consummate gallantry in the universe, even 
though it had been possible for it to have ex- 
' ceeded‘tbat of the commodore himself, Would . 
have proved but of little avail. With all that 
promptitude which is the certain characteristic 
of a great and active mind, he found the 
bold manoeuvre, executed by order of the com- 
mander in chief, would fail in its effept, unless 
the most decisive measures were adopted to 
prevent the reunion of the main body of the 
fleet with those ships from which the Spanish 
. admiral -had been separated. The moment was 
awful ; for, glorious as the opportunity might be, 
any failure in the measure taken by. the com- 
modore might have been productive of mischief 
to his friends, 'and the most serious injury to his 
. country. He felt, ‘however, the magnitude of 

tion” From the flukes of the ancliortlies\vord is stispended; 

underneath is the coat of arms of Sir , Horatio Nelson, which 
was given to liim by the king. The crest is the stem of a man of 
war, and the supporters a sailor bearing a British lion, tram- 
pling on the Spanish colours. ‘The motto, “ Faith acd rVorks"." 
The whole is Ueatly executed by IMr. Wiudhani of that cUy. 
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his own powers; apd in (he full consciousness 
of that magnitude, he seized the crown of vic- 
tory, which Providence henclf appears to have 
destined he should wear. Inis not a litde rc- 
marVable that each of the triumphs obtained bv 
this noble person over the foes to his country, 
has rested entirely on the exertions of his own 
abih'ties, dnd strength of mind, without being 
indebted in the slightest degree, to any of those 
fortuitous circumstances, which have at different 
periods decided the fate of battles, and of na- 
tions. Bv the rapidity of his conception, and 
■the celerity with which he carried it into execu- 
tion on the present occasion, the world was 
taught a lesson, which, before that day, would 
have been considered romantic and ridiculous, 
that the presence of one man may supply the 
deficiency of thousands, and render the event of 
battle at least doubtful, against the most fearful 
odds. 

In contests between armies, such occurrences 
arc neither, perhaps, new, nor uncommon. The 
march of battalions, regulated with more cer- 
tainty, and easily .applicable, with ibc most cor- 
rect exactness, to the execution of any measure 
which the abilities of a great and consummate 
general may have contrived, have rendered the 
operations and success of an army, in a great 
measure reducible to certain principles, so that . 
science may, without its becoming a matter of 
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wonder, be the arbiter of contest. In naval 
encounters the case ‘was ever considered as 
widely different. To contend against an eDemy 
so manifestly superior, ^would have been con- 
sidered; in the general acceptation of the world, 
an act^ of ^the most unpardonable rashness, if 
not of madness itself. It was the lot of Lord 
Nelson to prove to that world, that such an 
opinion was erroneous; . that the' duties , of a 
naval commander consisted not merely in rang- 
ing'his fleet in a regular line, or, even in placing 
his ship on the bow or quarter of his antagonist; 
that the cold system of regular tactics, till then 
almost in' invariable use, and from which it was 
considered a crime of the highest magnitude, 
even for a moment, to depart, was an insult to 
the understanding of naval commanders, by im-^ 
puting to them a want' of ability to contrive, or 
a power to execute measures similar to those, 
which, when applied to military operations, had 
frequently conferred victory on the weak., ^ 

It- will not, how'ever, be improper to remark 
in this place, what infinitely superior energies 
are indispensably required in the mind of a, 
naval commander beyond those of the man 
who rnay be placed at the head of the most 
extensive armies. The general, surrounded by 
the ablest men he can select, aided by the com- 
pletest information as to every particular, that 
can stfengthen bis mind or assist his judgment. 
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invariably attendant on naval contests, can in' 
one instant contrive, and on the neat moment 
execute a measure that the host of his anta- 
gonists, a circumstance which future ages might 
almost deem fabulous, were unable to baffle, or 
extricate thfcmselves from the effects of. In fine, 
the conception was great, the execution noble, 
and the event glorious. 

In the volume of the Naval Chronicle, which 
we have before quoted, are inserted several ex- 
tracts ifom letters written by his lordship; they 
convey too forcible a trait of his character, to 
warrant their omission. 

' , “ IntsatiWc, offUgos Bj), 

•■•My dear Sh, Mini l6, 1797. 

“ Yoar Utttr of KoT«jtib«‘ 30tb, by thp Aoron, I enJy 
crhrd the beiicrabig; of thh mivith, beforr 1 leA Ihbca. 

“ I tm here lookiog out for the of ileiko, bWi 

three of ihe Une, and hope to meet him. Two 
and a Mren1ii<four are vilh luoi. bat the larger thebhipi the 
better the mark, 

“ The Spanoh fleet b b Cadb, the ofHeen booted and 
pelted by the mohDilj. Tbclr 6rrt report war, the aetbn bap- 
■pomp m a foggy day, when the fog ckored ap they only 
*aw fljflecn nil of the Ime, therefore concluded at le«t fire of 
otm Yiero mah m the actioou My tnual good forttmcitteodedl 
me, Mbch I brow will gire ><hi, aiaoopt ray other frkadf, 
aallsArtKin. IWUeve me, 

. " Your raort faithful humble teritnt, 

« IlOBATtO NctaoK."' 

“ Captain, off Ctdir, April 10, 179r. 

JI) dear Sir, 

•• Man) for yoar mo»t Ibd congntukUow oo eur 
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late success ; but T hope soon the good people of England 
ivill have something pise to talk about, more recent victories y 
for if our ships are but earned close enough by tlie officer's, I- 
will answer for a British fleet being always successful. 

‘‘ Tire Spaniards threaten us they will come out and take 
their revenge ; the sooner tiie better: 'but I will not believe it 
till I see it; and if they do, what will the mines of Mexico and' 
Peru signify, compared with the honour I doubt not we shall' 
gain by fighting any angry Don. T/ie^ will have thirty sail' 
of the line; we twenty ^ or twenty -two ; but I fear we shall have 
a peace before they are ready to come out. 

“ Believe ihe, dear sir, 

“ Your much obliged 

“ Horatio Nels6n.** 

V 

My dear Sir, Theseus, June 1st, V79f> ‘ 

“ We are off Cadiz, with a gi'eater inferiority than before. 

I am barely out of shot of a Spanish rear-admif^. Wc have 
every day flags of truce. The Dons hope for peace, but must 
soon fight us if the war goes on. I wish it all over, fori can- 
not fag much longer. 

Believe me, my dear sir, 

“ Your obh’ged and faithful friend, 

“ Hqeatio Nelson. , 
“P. Si Samuel Hood is gone I hope to get riches — sure to 
get honour.” - ' 

It has been" frequently remarked, that ' epis-v 
tolary correspondence, particularly that which 
is of a private nature, is the best criterion by 
which .we can judge of the midisguised sen-, 
timents of a man, and the most certain index of 
the natural’ bent of his mind. To the preceding 
letters^ a myriad equally interesting, might be 
added, provided any additional 'proof of the 
spirit and genuine habits of thinking possessed 
by the noble writer^ were wanting. They are 
inserted wiiliout the slightest alteration j those 
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nying Sir HoraHo as a volunteer. Hii o^vn inhc- 
rcnt courage appeared to have’ even exceeded hfs 
former rlisplay of greatness j and the event of 
which we are treating, rise* as another proof how 
absolutely necessary it it for a naval commander, 
to possess the most Exalted personal prowess, ai 
■well as the most consummate abilidcs of the 
'tnind. The Spaniard, confiding in his tuperior num- 
bers, shnink not from the contest ; “and the crews 
of both vessels, 'headed by their respective com- 
manders, fought for a considerable time band to 
hand. John'Sykei, his coxswain, whom the rcar^ 
admiral to gratefully and affectionafciy distinguish- 
ed in his ihort account of the action of the i^th of 
February, was wounded m the act of defend- 
ing hii person j and is reported to have actually 
preserved hii truly valuable life In two diOerent in- 
stances, by parrying several furious strokes that 
were aimed at him, and mortally trounding the 
assailantii Thus was the person of Sir Horauo, 
though repeatedly in the most imminent danger, 
preserved under Providence by his own gallantry, 
aided by that of the brave, and generous fellows 
whom he commanded : the conquest of the enemy 
was at length effected, and the pr6ud superiority 
of Englishmen, was never perhaps displayed in 
more glou-ing colours. The Spaniards fought with 
a fury bordering almost on desperation j nor did 
resistance cease, until eighteen of them were 
killed, and all that remained, including dicSpamsh 
commander hlmiclf, icv'crdy -woilnded. The euIo‘ 
rium bestowed on hit conduct on tliis occasion t?y 
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die Eatl St; Vincent; his commander in chief, 
was simple and appropriate. “ The rear-admiral,” 
says his lordship, “ who is always present in the 
most arduous enterprizes, with the assistance, of 
some other barges, boarded and carried two of 
the enemy’s gun-boats, and ’ a large launch be- 
longing to one of their ships of war, with- the 
pommandant of the flotilla. Rear-Admiral Nel- 
son's actions speak fur themselves ; airy praise of 
mine mould fall *cery short of his merit 

The encounter last nientioned took^place on the 
3d of July, and in two nights afterwards, a repe- 
tition of the attack was made in a more tremen- 
dous form, under the direction of Sir Horatio, on 
the city of Cadiz itself, and the shipping in the 
harbour. The bomb-vessels ranged under his di- 
rection took their proper stations, and began their 
truly terrific warfare. The town itself, together with 
the shipping, received considerable damage ; and, as 
is customary in all attacks of that desultory, though 
dreadful nature, the vessels having expended thdr 
allotted portion of shells, retired with the conso- 
lation of having materially annoyed the warlike pre- 
parations of the enemy, without having themselves 
sustained either injury, or inconvenience. 

In a few days after these skirmishes, which deii ved- 
the most deserved celebrity, fi-om the drcumstances 
Vrhich attended them, Sir Horatio was detached with 
three ships of the line, the Tbessis, Xe CuUoden, 
and the Zealous ; the Leander of % g-jas, triah 
the Terpsichore, the Emerald, tie Sea-horse fc'- 
gates, and the Fox cutter, hzrizg cci board ' • . 
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was conaderrf as a luffidcnt body of troops fo^ 
the purpose, to make an attack on the town of 
^ta Cruz, the capital of the isle of Teneriffe- 
"^e most prudent, tmd at the same time the moic 
spinted measures, were immediately adopted with 
regard to the attack ; the boats of the squadron 
were manned, and the troops put on shore. Not- 
withstanding the darkness of the night, and the 
considerable swill even on the shore, the landing 
was effected in good order ; so that if abihty joined 
to gallantry could have commanded success, 'it 
would certainly have attended, in jts fullest extent^ 
this entcTprue. It proved, howeyer, to ha\c been 
undertaken in consequence of a very tnoncous 
representation of the foyce, in which the enemy 
were } apd was rendered abortive merely b) the 
great disparity in point of nurnben, which existed 
between the assailants, and the defenders. Thus 
circarastanced, the British troops, after having 
been for the space of seven houn in possession of 
the toum of Santa Cruz, finding it impossible to 
make themselves masters of i]ic dtadcl, began to 
retreat. The Spaniards, rejoiced at being freed from 
invaders, whose courage, inferior as they were in 
numbers, to (hcmselvc*, appeared still dreadful, and 
were glad to consent they should retire unmolest- 
ed, rather than drive them to dcspai^^ ITius 
ended an expedition, which might be deeme^ 

♦ In that ercenmt pubHcalkm, the Naval Chrnourle, 
ubtch'wo bate before illutW, and to vtMch« «»r- 
lofinltclr Indebted (or tnnj lolrPotiDj pixttmUr*. tb/’ 
EMTieJ art glvtri, la the ecemmr of thli aU-4b, aci «ti 
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fata;! one to Britain, having cost her the lives of 
nearly two hundred brave officers and seamen, killed 

sequences. The rear-admiral, on his arrival before tlie town, 
l.ost no time in directing a thousand men, including marines, 
to be prepared for landing from the ships, under the direction 
of the brave Captain Troubridge, since created, for his dis- 
tinguished services, a baronet, of his Majesty’s ship the Cul- 
loden, and Captains Hood, Thompson, Froemantlc, Bov/cii, 
Miller, and Waller, who very handsomely volunteered their 
services. The boats of the squadron \vere accordingly 
manned, and the landing was effected in the course of a dark 
night. 'Tlie party were in full possession of the town of 
Santa Cruz for about seven hours. Finding it impracticable 
to storm the citadel, they prepared for their retreat ; which 
the Spaniards allowed them to do unmolested, agreeable to 
the stipulations made with Captain Tioubridge. Although 
this enterprise did not succeed, his majesty’s arms acquired 
by the attempt a great degree of lustre j and, as the rear- 
admiral himself handsomely expresses it in his letter to Earl 
St. Vincent, " more daring intrepidity never was shewn than 
by the captains, officers, and men he had Uic honour to com- 
mand." Sir Horatio Nelson in this attack lost his right arm 
by a cannon shot 3 the same night it was amputated on board 
tlie Theseus, when he immediately began his official letter, 
and finished it by eleven. No less than tw'o hundred and 
forty-six gallant officers, marines, and seamen, were killed, 
wounded, and drowned. 

The life of Sir Horatio Nelson was providentially saved 
by Lieutenant Nesbit, his son-in-law, on this disastrous night. 
The admiral received hjs wound soon after the detachment had 
landed 3 and while tliey were pressing on with the usual ar- 
dour of British seamen, the shock caused him to fall to the 
ground, where for some minutes he was left to himself, until 
, Mr. Nesbit, missing him, had tlie presence of mind to return 3 
when, after some search in the dark, he at length found his 
brave father-in-law watering in his blood the ground^ 
with his arm shattered, and himself apparently lifeless. Lieu- 
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or drowned, many grievously wounded. Ataong the 
latter was, the Rear-Admiral himself, who had the' 
misfortune to lose his right arm by a cannon shot. 
He was carried on board th'c Theseus, where ampu- 
fadon immedfafclypcrformed. In the very great 

hurry and -confusion, which unavoidably pres'ailcd 
at the time of the operation, tome mistake was made 
in taking up one of the arteries, in conseqiicncc of 
which the Admiral suffered the most eicrudating 
'torture for several months. He returned lo Eng- 
land in a frigate, for the necessary recover)' of his 
health, immediately after the failure of the expe- 
dition, and was, as a natural consequence, rc- 

(eniat Kwblt, Irtnag imraedtatdf applied in* neek fundler- 
chief u t toaroeqoet to the admiol’t ami, earned bim on hU 
back to the bcach> ^hcre. uHtb tbe oitiiUnee of uUon, 
he oooTtyed him iolo one of ibe bo3U» and put off to the 
Tbescoi, under a tremeodoo*, tboogb IflMltrectcd, fife from 
the cnemj'a battery. The next day, after the rcar»admlral 
had loit hi' arm, be wrote to Lady Kdion, and hi ojjraUng 
the foregoing traneeUoo, ayi, ” I knorr it will add much to 
year pleawire, in findiog that yoor too Jeibb,iinderOod*i pTt>- 
rldcnce, was iiutramental to aarmg my nfe.'* 

It waa tbe iSib of Uecember before the mrgecni, who 
attended bim, pronoonced bun fit for •errice. Oo Sir Ho- 
rat' o Aefwan s £nt apfrmince at ceui f. fif* *OTTre>ga a* 

Kim m tbe moit gruci »tn and tender manoer i and w+cn, t^ith 
di^TJ ten.fibllity of condjieflcc, tbs King rrpmifd bit iiirow 
at the lc« the ncble einund had aitfumed, and ct in* IropjJtfd 
itate of hcahh, wli^th tnigiit dep^^e U«e cmmfTy of bt* future 
icrrlcca, Sir rcpl.cd wuh Jigaified *'M^7 

ll p’ca »«3 your W.’;e»tv, 1 can otter thInX tl_Jl a !<>'< cl> 
tbr jvrfi^rmaore bf ray duty K‘’4 rrcai’*'crd; 1 

hareafjot to iticd on 1 wJ! cerul-at for ‘njy and 
cDuntj)*.'* 
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reived by rH panks of people v,dth. the ipost con^- 
soling regard! and attention. • In the rnonth of 
October, a pension of one thousand pounds ;a year 
,was,granted him, as a recompence for the serious, 
injury he had so lately ’experienced ; but, as has 
been elsewhere, justly, remarked, it was considered 
but- a trivial remuneration for a life passed in one, 
almost uninterrupted, scene of danger, hardship, 
enterprize, and service.* 

The moment his health- was so far restored as 

- ' - 

’ N 

- * It bein^ tlie customary etiquette, that, before tlie issue of 
the graut conferring the pension, the person on whom it is in- 
tendfcd to be bestowed shall present a memorial to tlie sove- 
reign, stating the grounds on wliich such pension is appUed 
for ; tlie folloitving was given in by Sir Horatio, and is, with 
the greatest propriety, inserted here, as giving a bnef account 
of the different services in which he had been engaged, pre- 
vious to that time. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The Memorial of Sir Horatio Nelson, K. B. and a Rear-Ad- 
miral in your Majesty’s Fleet. 

That, during the present war, your memorialist has been 
in four actions ivitli the fleets of the enemy, viz. on the 13th 
and 14th of March, 1795; on the'lSth of July, 1795, and on 
the 14th of February, 1797 ; in three actions in boats, employ- 
ed in cutting out hf harbours, in destroying vessels, and in 
taking three towns. Your memorialist has also served on 
shore, with tlie aimy, four months, and commanded tlie bat- 
teries at the sieges of Bastia and Calvi : Tliat during the war 
he has assisted at the capture -of ^seven sail of the line, six 
frigates, four con'ettes, and eleven pmuteers of diflerent sizes, 
and taken and destroyed near fifty sail of merchant vessels ; 
and your mcmoTialist has actually been engaged against the 
enemy upwards of drte hmdred and txcenty times, in which ser-- 
vice your memorialist has lost his right eye and arm, and been 
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to render him capable of undertaking a command, 
he was ordered to re-hoist his flag, and proceed 
again to the Mcditerraneati. This he did on the 

19th of December, on hoard the Vanguard. Some 

weeks necessarily elapsed before that *lup was 
properly equipped for the voyage ; and the sub- 
sequent delays, occasioned by contrary winds, and 
the convoy which he had under his tharge, caused 
it to be the aqth of April before he was able to 
join the Earl St. Vincent, the commander m 
chief off Cadiz. On the very day cnttiing, he was 
detached with three ships of the hne, tiro fi-igates, 
and a sloop of war, to watch the motions of a 
very formidable French armament, in the equip- 
ment of which the greatest e-Tcrtioni had been 
made, as the last, and mere gasping hopes of a 
desperate cause. 

It has been frcqacntly uiged, that the British 
nation owes the highest obligation to the noble 
Earl, on the mere account of appointing his 
lordship to this command. The fact no one 
will venture to dispute j but the generality of 
people do not seem perfectly aware of the extent 
of that honour, which they owe him on the occa- 
sion in question. Grieving for tlic depravity of 
human nature, we cannot but lament that graiuude 
is among the least prevalent of human affcciion;.- 

H»vfrbr woundfd »Jid bruj»«I {9 liu Injrfjr ; wtftli w- 

TKC'Sud nmuwl-i %oBr m^monali't in<«t Lurabl^ 
joar recn! gracwoi rcm^hlrfalioa. 

Ort. i7j7r., 
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lordship convinced the world the lofty sen- 
timents of his mind were superior to its baseness 
and degeneracy. liis duty, as commander in chief, 
peremptorily required him to make choice, on 
every exigency of service, of those men, wliom lie 
thought most fit to execute it. Tlie rigid rules of the 
service opposed, however, such a choice, and to no 
other cau-e can wc impute his deviation from those 
rules, save that of gratitude : gratitude for having 
been the humble means of gaining a victory, on ac- 
count of which his lordship wore the laurels. 

The annals of history furnish no example equally 
grand in its detail, and its conclusion. If wc 
should not incur in these enlightened days the 
charge of superstition on tiie occasion, wc should 
say, on reviewing the detail of his voyage, that 
the noble admiral appeared commissioned by some 
superior agency, to effect the destruction of an ar- 
mament which had threatened the most mine:” 
consequences to his country. The cause of err 
admiration wc must confess is not new ; we im' r 
Dot which most to admire, the ability of hb r-rnri 
or the gallantry' of his personal behavrerr. T: r: 
speak for themselves, and the subjorraa 
. of the leading transactions of the vowr^r creftby 
drawn up by a very eminent lireran 
from the rninutes of an ofEcer. rir rrif a v^rv 
high and pre-eminent station in ti'o rrro.tirc'-, 

may, notwithstanding its hririr bona rirnrf' 

•- sented to public view, rrre r— Ir-V 
place of any garbled deD..‘; ±n: irj: 
on the occasion. 
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The ditappointmcnuand difficulties his lordship 
had to encounter previous to lus obtaining authen- 
tic infonnation that the fleet of the enemy had 
thaped its course towards Egypt, are thus related. 

Sir HoraJio Ncl4on Iiad bctndefaclKtl hy Eari St 
into Ibt MedrlcrranKUi, tjith tht Vtagnard of iciect^ four 
pmv tlie rcir admiral i fia* »hip, tb« Onon ond Ale^andrr, 
of »eTentj'‘four gtmi eacU, tlie Enicrftld and Tcnwchorc fii- 
gate*, and La Bonne Otojame sloop of war The squadron 
caQed frtun Gibraltar on ibe ptb of May, but eiperienetd 
nothing material iQl the 2Cd , when, being in iheGolfof 
Lyons, at tno A M a most noleot njtnll of mind look the 
Taogxrard, srbich earned svay her top-tnasts, and at lad her 
fore-majt The other stops crpmenml the fury of the pale, 
bat not in the same decree as the ^ angnard, a preater propor- 
tion of the storm hai Log fallen on that ship. Tbetbrrehne of 
battle ships bd I’ght of the fnpates on the same day, and at 
the oiocnent of the rndfortane whifb befrl the \ aapuard, the 
Bntsh stpudron mas not mdny leapoe* distant from tire Tmirii 
Uoet, anJer Buonspartei nhicfa bad on Uiat irry day set tail 
from ToqIoo 

Tbe Sfpndron bore op for^rdiafa, tie Alrs«nder laUr;: 
the \ onpuarH in toir, and tlie Orson looLog out a-lirad to m. 
deaiour to pet a pDot, for the purpose of pamiag St Time’s 
road On the C4lh the> iraejird ihat auelMsrnee, where they 
were fa iKipes of meetfagmithafrlrodlyrettpiioo, nhifhthnr 
duirenei seemed to dfionnd from a oenlrU power the pn- 
TemorofSt Ihcrrr iKWerer, ha 1 onlers from the French not 
m cJroit aoV BriiiUi »Iuj> I ot their otmoit hfolihiy roahl cut 
prrnnt ilte a Imlral from aiiflrorln- in tlie rffjd T1 '* re 
tt>urce* whirli IhitiJi «famm •Ina»s baie amone tl rpt^rliei, 
■railed iliem m idi upon iht» Captai * iVm. with 

l! e \erv oUe a Manre lie rremed from *^ir Jamn 'jnave i 
f 1*1 C ptJi I HjII, was e”jl H! in erpiip th* \ jn-nunf w ih a 
jars foirm-vt jurr mam and muren l^pa jUf, oud i » fi h iJ e 
bftr') nt whtdi ar*i inminy pti'*r(,airl on ll * f 'tirtii 

iUn fiomiVeir aneUoTn-itiSL TKrre sroa 1, L'-ey s;jmi pa» ta 



tORD VISCOUNT NRtSON. 


io9 

sea, with top-gallant yards across. It Is, liowever, proper to 
observe, that although the governor of St. Pierre, in conse-* 
quence of peremptory orders f^om the French, dOnied the 
squadron a public reception, yet he privately acted in a friendly' 
manUer, giving it in an underhand way - every assistance in his 
power. 

The admiral, eager to execute the order? which he had re-* 
ceived, did not thint of sailing to Naples or any other port, 
where he could have received the most open and fiiendly as- 
sistance in getting the ship properly, refitted, which her con- 
dition evidently required, but immediately steered for his ap- 
pointed rendezvous, nor did he ever express the smallest in- 
tention of shifting his flag to either of the other ships, which to 
many officers the peculiar circumstance of liis own might have 
seemed to have rendered desirable. ’ The admiral, and 
officers of the Van^ard, indeed, had the happiness to find, 
that the ship sailed and worked ds uell as the other ships," 
notwithstanding her apparently crippled condition. The squa- 
dron reached the rendezvous on the 4th of June, and on the 
following day was joined by La Mutme, Captain Hardy, who 
was charged with orders to the admiral, and who brought the 
highly acceptable intelligence, that Captain Troubridge had 
been detached with ten sail of the line, and a fifty-gun ship, 
to reinforce him. The knowledge of this, diffused imiversal 
joy throughout the little squadron, and the admiral observed 
to Captain Berry, that he should then be d match for any ho-; 
stile fleet in the Mediterranean, and his only desire would be to 
encounter one. 

Ot the flth of June the squadron was spread, anxiously look- 
ing out for the expected reinforcement. By a vessel spoke 
with that day, they were informed, that several sail tlien in 
rig^t were Spanish ships, richly laden : but prize-money was 
' not the object of the admiral; all selfish consideration was 
absorbed m his great mind, by that of the honour and interests ' 
of his country, and his attention and anxiety were solely en- 
grossed by his desire to meet his promised reinforcement, that 
he might pursue the enemy, of the sallin'g pf vehom from Tou- 
Ion he had certain intelligence. The Alexander, being on the 
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»lop|»d ontot thett *Iirp^; imt fmtSs^ Cic /*ad «/ 
ioard « 3 hlj or nmely iincsti, dmeu tj tb«. Frrncli ptrwcu* 
Irtjos and cnitlUe* from Roma, be thoofht rt woolJ bt tn «ct 
hf liumaiufj to penmt the «bip to J^tlJ»ue her rojape, tuef 
be nccorduijily rflca*ed lter»and rriomcd the ttlmml, bnujt- 
iojuitb Iwa B feiT \olimteen from the Spamdi toi^, chkflj 
GnJOe«, 'tbo were dedroo^ of the boftour of jojTiflg io the 
I}ntuh fleets cxjvrenm^ at tbe m&e tune their detotaUoQ om^ 
roaitmtnl at the iU niaqe Trhirh they had dpemneed from* 
the Frenclu 

On the ath at noon they hod tbo happtiw to dacorcr from 
the malt bead ten tall, and it nos not loojt before they irere* 
recojfmrcH to be Bntiih ihijw of «*r itaftdmf upon a nmd in 
close boe of battle, nith til tods let. PriTate dpuls ncrc ex- 
changed j ind before lUD-set tbe K> moeb wribed-forjuDctrou 
was formed— on creot tbit ftai imth fjdlitaled bj the great 
professional ability, jadgment/ and tcoJ of Captain Troohndge. 
TDe admind bad re c e r red no Iwtracltoos wbat ermnt be iras 
now to steer, nor any certain Infonnatioti rcspetibg’the (fciti* 
oatron of tbe enemy 4 Oet(: he was leA tbertfore enUrely to 
hu own jadgtneat He had the faappinrw Iiowertr to find 
that to the captains of hb eqnadroti, he had do neccsuly to 
pire directwra for being b eonstanl readme?! for battle. On 
thn pmnt ibcft xral anticipated bis utmost nrJtn, for tie 
deebs nf ill the ihips were perfectly clear mght and day, anti 
nerr roan nai ready to rtart to fui post at a nwmen!*! Dotbe. 
It was I gicai satnfjrlMO to bm blewiv, to perrtne that the 
men of all the sliips were tbilv rirrctic 1 at the great gum tod 
invall onus and that nrry Ibmg »as b ibe bnt state nf pre- 
paration fur adoal wskc. Thcnlmnal V»ew llct Ibe me- 
roj hail milctl mill a Is,\V nbd, whlrb natnrafl^ W bla ti» 
fooc/odethat rheir course *t3i op the SlediffTTa/wao Jlc 
rent the I-a Mutioe to Cnita Veccbla, and olni g Rntaia 
cojjt, to gam blPlbgcBce, ami steircil aitb die f*rt fur 
Cornea, nblcb be rearhctl on tlw t?tb of Jooc. hesera! »c» 
sell bad been »polcti»ili? t«i tbeir |tatugc tluibcrf bat no « 
Iclbgcnce nbatrsrr Ita 1 been o!»Uhic*I fiutn iLrta. lie coo- 
Vnued bis coarse oa tue I3ib between Corvca to'l flirt, oi 1 
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li(?t\vccu Planosa and Elba, lluougU llie latter of wJiich pas- 
sages large ships, or fleets had not been accnstoiiicd to pass. 
Tliey made the Homan coast, and were rejoined by J^a Mn- 
tine, without gaining any intelligence, notwithstanding the ac- 
tive exertions of Captain Hardy. I'hc admiral now' deter- 
mined to steer towards Kaplcs, in the hope of some salisHni- 
tory' information. It had been rcjiortcd that the plundering 
of Algiers was the object of the French armament : hut this 
account was too vague to wariant the admiral in implicitly 
adopting it. They saw iVIounl Vesuvius on the Ifjth, and de- 
tached Captaiji Troubridge in (he La Mutinc to obtain what 
information he could from Sir Villiam Hamilton. He rcturn- 
wath a report only, that the enemy were gone towards Malta. 
The admiral now lamented tlr.it even a day had been lost by 
visiting the Bay of Kaj)lcs, and determined by the sliorlcst c:nt 
to make the Faro di Messina, which the fleet passed through 
on the 20tli, with a fair wind. The joy with which the Sici- 
lians hailed our squadron, when it was discovered by them to 
he British, gave the most siucerc satisfaction to cvciy one on 
board of it. A vast numlrcr of boats came ofl', and rowed 
round it wiUi the loudest congratulations, and the sinccrcst 
exultation, as they Iiad been apprehensive that the French 
.fleet was destined to act against tliem after the capture of 
!Malta. Here iiitelligcnce was gained from the British consul, 
tlrat Malta had actually surrendered. The admiral had now 
hopes of being able to attack the enemy’s fleet at Goza, where 
it was reported they were anchored, and lie imniediatcly fornw 
ed a plan for that purpose. 

The fleet now steered w'ith a press of sail for Malta, with a 
fresh breeze at N. W. On the 22d of June, La Mutinc, at 
, day-break in the morning, spoke a Genoese brig from Malta, 
which gave intelligence that the French had sailed from thence 
on llic iSth, \villi a fresh gale at N.W. The admiral was not 
long in determining w'hat course he should take, and.made the 
signal to bear up, and steer to the S. E. willi all possible sail. 
At this time tliey had no certain means of ascertaining that the 
enemy were not bound up the Adriatic. From tlie -day tliey 
bore up, till the 29 th of June, only tliree vessels w'ere spoken 
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%ilh, t«n of flhtch had con«* from Almndria, aad Lad cc< 
rtcji IDT thing of tho caemy** llw* olh« bad come from 
the Archq>cIago, trod bad llcwue seen uolbn; of them. Ihi* 
daythePhtnrt tower of Alexandria irw ecetifand lie fiect 
eoDtimicd neanDg the land with o pttts of safl* till the whole 
of It had a diitinct new of both harboun, and (o the general 
snrprite and dkappointmeotofa!], not a French ship war to b^ 
seoj {□ atier. The La Motme com mu oiaUetl with Urc f;<v> 
Tcroor of Alcxaiulm irbo ra* ai ranch toipmed at Kcrag a 
DnlJib sqaadion there, os be was at the intelhgence tbit the 
French Ccct war probably on iu iKwage thbher. 

It cowr beesroe the sobject of deep and omdoiii dcUberatton 
with lire admiral, what could poaaibjy lort been the couneof 
the enemy, and what ticir oUbnale dnlnnhua. lltr aoxlotn 
and nettre mmd, iKmcrcr, would not pemnt him to real a 
raoracDt hi the sarac place, he Ibereforc ahapetl hb coaoe to 
the northward for the coast of Caramanb, hi order to mrii 
ai riolehly as pouible aome quarter where bifitmation could 
most probably be obtaloed, a* well as to supply bh dups with 
water, of which they began to rsu short. On the 4lh of July 
Lc nitdc lliat coast, rtetnog along tlx loolb iidc of Coodii, 
and canyrap a press of oil boUi nipbl and d \y wstb a con- 
trary whni, he came on the ISIb in wgbt of the bUnd of SJ- 
olr, and deterramed to enter tlx port of S^ractur. MrtJi 
till! Irarbourno perwri In the Ovel war acquainted; bat by 
the lUIl and jud^enl of the oOiceo, erery sJup got safely lo, 
and immediately proceedetl tn pet in wafer find oiler neces- 
ririei, with »1] poniWe espeihfioiu Tim was ibe first ojqxr- 
tanity that tlx VotJ^uard bj<l of rcceivmp water on boaid 
tire 9 <h of Aluy, w that *w*t raJy the stock uf that *liq», 
but of aescral otbeT> of lbe>qiwdroo,»ts nr) neuil) nliaort* 
ed. Alil«ra*;b Unre was no or n-pular «ar>w»pl«cr, 

yet llie preit ciertinns of flic othcers and rren cnaUcI Ihriu 
to cooqilctc ihii prfc iU fT *»r»Ke hi five days; and oo the 
•i’h, th- whole t-pruirtra wero in ■ crmdiiwo to jnil to trt, 
x^Uch they arrorJuijfy di I wiib llx prate st prvtf| iJfu»ie. 

•AVIiilc at Siracutc, tlic)’ receired I'rcral 
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vague accounts that the encrny’s fleet had . not 
been seen in the.ArchipelagOj nor the Adriatic, 
neither had they gone down the Mediterranean. 
The conclusion then seemed to be, that the coast 
of Egypt was. still the object of their destination ; 
thereforcj neither the former disappointments, nor 
the many hardships^ they had endured from- the 
heat of the climate, though still about to follow ap. 
uncertain pursuit, could deter the admiral from 
steering to that point where there was the smallest 
prospect of finding the enemy. 'Now that it is as- 
certained by events, that Alexandria was the object 
of the eneniy, it may appear strange that they 
should have been missed by the English squadron, 
both in its .passage thither, and on its return to 
Syracuse j but it appears that the French steered 
a direct course for Candia, by which they made 
an angular passage towards Alexandria, whilst the 
British Admiral steered a direct course for the lat- 
ter place, without making the former at all, by 
which the distance was of course very ' consider- 
ably shortened. The smallness of his squadron 
made it necessary to sail in close order, hnd there- 
fore the space. which it covered was very limited ; 
and as the admiral had no frigates that he could 
have detached upon the look out, added to the 
haze of the atmosphere in that climate, the chance, 
of descrying the enemy .was very much circum- 
scribed. -The distance likewise between Gandia. 
and the. Barbary coast, about thirty-five leagues, 

.1 ■ 
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leaves very sufficient space for more than two of 
the largest fleets to pass withont mutual objcr\'a- 
tion, particularly under the circumstances just de- 
scribed. On the return of the squadron to Syra- 
cuse, the circumstance of its having steered up to 
the northward, v.hilc the enemy kept a southern 
coast for Alexandria, makes it obvious that the 
chance of the admiral’s falling in with them, was 
still less than be/bre. It has been already observed 
that on the 15th of July the English squadron left 
Syracuse, still xrithout any positive information 
respecting the enemy ; but it occurred to the ad« 
miral, that some authentic intelligence might be 
obtained in the J^Iorca. He steered therefore for 
that coast, and made the gulph of Coron on the 
20th. Captain Tronbridge was again employed bn 
the important service of obtaining intelligence, 
and was dispatched in the Cullodcn into Coron, 
off which place, by the great exertions of that 
able officer, the fleet was not detained above 
three hours. He relumed with the informatic’n 
from the Turkish governor, that the enemy hid 
been seen steering to the soulli cast, from Candta 
about four weeks before. Captain Troubrid^^c had 
also the satistaction of observing, during his very 
hurried visit at Coron, that the inliabllants there 
entertained the most serious apprehensfons from 
the Frcncli armonicnt, and the most pafcct detes- 
tation against that people. 

“ Upon the inlbmiaiion obtained by Ciptain 
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Troubridge, the admiral determined again to visit 
Alexandria, and carried all sail, steering for that 
place, which he had the pleasure to descry on 
the 1st of August, at noon ; but not as before, it 
now appearing full of vessels of various kinds, and 
he had soon the satisfaction of perceiving the 
French flag flying on board some of the ships. 
The utmost joy seethed to animate every breast on 
board the squadron, at sight of the enemy ; and 
the pleasure which the admiral himself felt, was, 
perhaps, more heightened than that of any other 
'man, as he had now a certainty by which he could 
regulate his future operations. 

The admiral bad, and it appeared most justly, 
the highest opinion of, and placed the firmest reli- 
ance on the valour and conduct of every captain in 
'his squadron. It was his practice during the 
whole of his cruise, whenever the weather and cir- 
_ cumstances would permit, to have his captajns^o^ 
board the Vanguard, where he would fully deve- 
lope to them his own ideas of the different, and 
best modes of attack, and such plans as he pro--^ 
posed to execute upon falling in with the enemy, 
whatever their position, or situation njight be, by 
night, or by day. There was no possible position 
in which they could be found, that he did not 
take into his calculation, and for the most advan— ' 
tageous -Mtack of which, he had not digested and 
arranged the best possible disposition of the force ■ 
which he commanded ; witli the masterly ideas of 
/ ' • 1 ^ ' 
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Ibcir admiral, therefore, on the subject of naval 
tactics, everyone of the qiptains of his squadron 
Ui’as most thoroughly acquainted.; and upon tur- 
vcytng the situation of the enemy, they could os* 
certain with precision, what were the ideas ^nd 
intention of their commander, without the aid of 
any further instructions : by which means signals 
bexiame almost unnecessary, much time Was saved, 
and the altcnrion of every captain, could almost 
nudiatractcdly be paid to the conduct of his own 
particular ship, a circumstance from which, upon 
this occasion, the advantages to the general ser- 
vice were almost incalculable. It cannot here be 
thought irrelevant, to give some idea of what were 
the plans which Admiral Nelson bad formed, and 
which he explained to bis captains with such per- 
spicuil), os to render his ideas complbtely their 
ow'O. To the naval service, at least, they must 
^rovc hot only interesting, but useful. 

Had he fallen in with the French fleet at sea, 
that he might make the best impression upon any 
part of it that should appear tlic most vulnerable, 
or the most eligible for the attack, be divided his 
force into three sub-squadronf, namely. 


Vfinj;mrd 

Orion 

CuIIoJfn 

Mirouar 

Golnti 

ThCKU* 

L«iuJeT 

Majestic 

Ateunder 

AutUciotu 

Dtfence 

BcUcTcphoa. 

SviTuorc, 

Zcalooi. 
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Two of these sub-squadrons were (o aitock the 
ships of war, while ihe third was to pursue the 
trausports, and to sink and destroy as many as it 
could. 

“ The destination of the French armament was 
involved in doubt and uncertainty ; but it forcibly 
struck the admiral, that, as it was commanded by 
the. man whom the French had dignified with the 
title of Conqueror of Italy, and as he. had with him 
a very large body of troops, an expedition had 
been planned, which the land force might execute 
without the aid of their fleet, should the trans- 
ports be permitted to make their escape, and reach 
in safety their place of rendezvous; it therefore 
became a material consideration with the admiral, 
so to arrange his force, as at once to engage the' 
whole attention of their -ships of war, and at the 
same time to annoy and injure their convoy. It 
will be fully admitted frpm the subsequent infor- 
mation which has been received upon the subject, 
that the ideas of the admiral, upon this occasion, 
were perfectly just, and that the plan which he had 
arranged was the most likely to frustrate the de- 
_ signs of the enemy. It. is almost unnecessary to 
explain his projected mode of attack at anchor, as 
that was minutely and precisely executed in the 
action' Which we now come to describe. These 
plan's, however, were -formed two months before 
an opportunity presented itself of executing any of 
them, and^the advantage now was, that they were 
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familiar to Ihe understanding of every captain in 
the fleet. , 

' “ It has been already mentioned that the Pharos 
of Alexandria was seen at noon, on the first of 
Angnst. The Alexander and Swiftsure had been 
detached a-head, on the preceding evening, to re- 
connoitre the ports of Alexandria, whi|c the main 
body of the squadron kept in the offing. The 
enemy a fleet was first discovered by the Zcaloas, 
Captain Hood, who immediately corrimnnicated, 
by signal, the number of ships, sixteen, lying at 
oochor in a line of battle, in a bay, npon the lar> 
board-bow, which was afterwards found to be 
Aboukir bay. The admiral banlcd bis wind that 
instant,' a movement which was immediately olv 
served and followed by the wholc’Squadron ; and 
at the same time be recalled the Alexander and 
Swirtsnre. The wind was at this lime N. Ni W. 
nnd blew what seamen call a topgollant-brcczc ; it 
‘wos necessary to take in the roynls to haul upon a 
wind. The admiral made the signol to prepare for 
battle, and that it was bis intention to attack the 
enemy’s van and 'centre as they lay at anchor. . 
His Idea, in this disposition of his force, was, first 
to secure the victory, and ihcn to make the most of 
it as circumstances might permit. A lower cable 
of each ship was immedblcly got out abaft, -and 
bent forward. He continued canning sail, and 
standing in for the enemy’s fleet in a clo<c line of 
battle. As all the officers of the squatlrpn were 
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totally unacquainted with A'boukir bay, each ship , ^ 
Jeept sounding as she stood in. The enemy ap- 
^peared to be moored in a strong and compact 
line of battle, close in with the shore, their line 
describing an obtuse angle in its form, flanked 
by numerous guri-boats, four frigates, and a bat- 
tery of guns and mortars on an island in their van. 
The situation of the enemy seemed to secure to - 
them the most decided advantages, as they had 
nothing to attend to but their artillery, in their 
superior skill in the use of which the French so 
much pride themselves, and to which indeed .their 
splendid series of land victories is in general 
chiefly to be imputed. 

The position of the enemy presented the most ' 
formidable obstacles ; but the admiral viewed these 
with the eye of a seaman determined on attack, 
and it instantly struck his eager and penetrating 
hnind, that where there was room for an enemy* s ship 
to swing, there was room for one of ours to anchor ' 
ISlo further signals were. necessary than those which 
had already been made. The admiral’s designs 
were .as fully known to his' whole squadron,, as 
Was his determination to conquer, or perish in the 
attempt. The Goliah and Zealous had the honour 
to lead inside,^ and to receive the first fire from the^ 
van ships of the enemy, as well as from the batte- 
ries and gun-boats- with which their van was 
'strengthened.; these- two' ships, with the , Orion, 
Audacious, and Theseus, took .their stations inside 
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the enemy’s line, and were immediately in close- 
action ; the VoDgnard anchored the first on the 
enter side of the enemy, and was opposed within 
half pistol-shot to Lc Spartiatc, the third in the 
cncmj’s line. In standing in, the leading ships 
were unavoidably obliged to receive into their bous 
the whole fire of the broadsides of the French 
line, until they could take their respective stations: 
and it is'but jnsticc to observe, that the enemy re- 
ceived them w 1th great firmness and deliberation, no 
colours hanng been hoisted on either side, nor a 
gun fired, till the van ships were wnthin half gun- 
shot. At this time the necessary number of our 
men were employed aloft, unfurling sails, and on 
deck, in hauling the braces, and other necessary 
duties preparatory to our casting anchor. As 
soon as thns placed, a most animated fire wos 
opened from the Vanguard, which ship covered 
the approach of those in the rear, which were 
following in a close line. The Minotaur, Defence, 
Bcllcrophon, Majestic, Swiftsorc, and Alexander 
came in succession, and passing within hail of ihc 
Vanguo'rd, look their respective stations opposed 
to the enemy’s line. All our ships anchored by 
tlic stem, by which means (he British line became 
inverted from van to rear. Captain Thompson, of 
the Lcandcr of fifty guns, with n degree ofjudg- 
ment highly honourable to his professional cliame- 
Icr, advanced tovrards the cncm}’8 line on the 
outside, and most judiciously dropped his anchor 
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athwart tho hausc of Le, Franklin, raking her 
v.'ith'groat success — the shot from the Lcandcr’.s 
broadside, which passed that ship, all striking the 
L’Orient, the flag-ship of the commander in 
chief'. 

The action commenced at sun-set, which 
was at thirty-one minutes past six P. M. wilii an 
ardour and vigour scarcely possible to describe ; at 
about seven o’clock total darkness had come on, 
but the whole hemisphere was, at intervals, illu- 
minated by t)}c Arc of the hostile fleets. The 
Enghh ships, when darkness came on, had all 
hoisted their distinguishing lights, by a signal 
from the admiral. The van ship of the enemy, 
Le Guerrier, was diMuasted in less than twelve 
minutes; and in ten after, the second ship, 
Le Conquerant, and the third Le Sparlinlc, very 
nearly at the same moment shared the same fate ; 
the L’Aquilon, and Le Souverain 'Pcuplc, the 
fourth and fifth ships of the enemy’s line, were 
taken possession of by the British at half ])ast 
eight in the evening. Captain Berry, at that hour, 
sent Lieutenant 'Galway of the Vanguard, with a 
party of marines to take possession of the Spar- 
tiate, and lhat ofliccr returned by the boat, the 
French captain’s sword, 'which Captain Berry 
immediately delivered to the admiral, who was 
then below in consequence of the severe wound 
which he had received in the head during the heat 
pf the attack.” 
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The very great effhsion of blood which in- 
stantly flowed from the wonod, rendered the sup 
position that it might prove mortal more than pro*' 
bable ; and bad it not been for hU Captain, now Sir 
^ Edward Berry, who stood near, he mast, owing to 
the violence of the shock occasioned by the blow, 
have fallen on the deck ; bat Captain Berry was 
fortunate enough to save him from that additional 
' disaster, which might possibly have been extremely 
injarioua to him, by catching him in his arms. He 
immediately caused him to be conveyed to the 
cock-pit. Nothing could exceed the distress end 
anxiety that appqircd depleted on every-' coun- 
tenance, to whom the iatal intelligence was made 
knowo. Though the bottle raged with the 
utmost fary^ and the shot flew thick al) around, 
the tempest ofdcstructiou seemed disregarded, and 
solicitude, not for their own lives, bnt for that of 
their gallant leader, seemed alone to occupy iho 
minds of the crew. The accident, however, Instead 
of repressing, seemed rather to excite their courage 
and influence their minds with redoubled fury 
against: the foe: os if animated by one spirit, all 
secrnCd rfcfcrmmcd tc reveage the fs}} of thar 
inucb-lovcd hero. Can the human mind be sen- 
sible of n greater pleasure than must be experienced 
by an officer, whose invariable conduct has been 
such, as to inspire those whom he has under his 
command with such' sentiments, that can rouse 
them to exertions, for bis prolcclioo, which seem 
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almost above the capability of human nature to 
display ? To obtain the love of those whom they 
command, is a no less essential duty of officers 
than to enforce obedience, and those who are happy 
enough to effect this grand point, will always, par- 
ticularly in the hour of common danger, experi- 
ence the most beneficial effects from it. Kindness 
and discipline are by no means incompatible. Such 
were the sentiments of the gallant Hero of the Nile, . 
and such his invariable’conduct. But to return to 
the subject moredinmediatcly under our consider- 
ation. No sooner had Sir Horatio been conveyed . 
below, than the surgeon, who at the time was em- 
ployed in his profession with some of the wounded 
seamen, immediately hastened to attend him. The 
firmness of the admiral, who himself believed his 
end approaching; was here most conspicuous; and 
could any thing be requisite to throw an additional 
lustre on his cbaracter, his benevolent answer to 
the surgeon would alone be sufficient ; “ No,” 
said he, with the greatest composure, “ I will take 
my turn with my brave fellows.” Supposing him- 
self to be at the last extremity, he ernployed him- 
self in delivering some confidential messages to his 
various friends, and more particularly one which he 
wished to be conveyed ^ to Lady Nelson, by the 
•chaplain. • ' . 

Npr did, he forget what he esteemed his. duty; ■ 
blit as the last beneficial office be should be 
able to perform, he appointed Captain Hardy, 
of the Mutine, to be captain of the Vanguard. 
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fJe afterwards took a most aficetjonate leave 
of Captain Louis, who commanded the Mino- 
taur, and who he ‘bad expressly sent for on board 
the Vanguard^ that be might have the satisfartion 
of personally thanking him, for the assistance 
ho he'd been the instrument of rendering the 
Vanguard, in the height of danger. “ My dear 
Louis,” said the admiral, “ farewell! I shall never, 
if I survive, forget the obligation I am under to 
yon. Whatever may become of me, my mind is 
at peace.” Such were the sentiments that pos- 
sessed the soul of ibis great man, when hethonght 
himself hovering on the borders of eternity. To 
perform bb dut} to the lost, and thank those trom 
whom he thought be had received any services, 
afforded him the greatest of consolations. 

The surgeon having, according to the express 
wish of Sir Horatio, piid every necessary attention 
to the wounded objects who hod received their 
wounds pnor to himself, now came fonvard to ci- 
ominc that of the admiral. A solemn silence per- 
vaded the whole place, nnd every eye w'os fixed, 
with scrutinir.mg anxiety, to catch the first 
looks of the surgeon, after he had examined it. 
But what were the sensations that actuated c^crj' 
mind, when he dcclorcd that it was merely super- 
ficiol, and of no dangerous consequence! Solemn 
grief tvas changed into a parox)8m ofjt^’, ond the 
glad tidings flew with rapidity through c\cr}' part 
the ship. Nor is it, perhops, too bold in us to 
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affirm, that the certainty of recovery did not give 
Sir Horatio greater pleasure than that which the- 
unequivocal expressions of enthusiastic joy ex- 
pressed by his companions afforded him. 

To resume the narrative. “ At this time it ap- 
peared that victory had already declared in favour 
of the British ; for although the L’Orient, L’Hcu- 
reux, and Tonnarit, were not taken ])osscssion of, 
they were considered as comjdctcly in our power, 
which pleasing intelligence Captain Berry had like- 
wise the satisfaction of communicating in person 
to the admiral. At ten minutes after nine, a fire 
was observed on board the L’Orient, the French 
admiral’s ship, which seemed to pi’occcd from the 
after part of the cabin, and which increased with 
great ra(3idity, presently involving the whole of the 
after part of the ship in flames. This circumstance 
Captain Berry immediately communicated to the 
admiral, who, though suffering severely from his 
wound, came upon deck, where the first consider- 
ation that struck his mind, was concern for the 
danger of so many lives ; to save as many as pos- 
sible of whom, he ordered Captain Berry to make 
every possible exertion. A boat, the only one 
that could swim, was instantly dispatched from the 
Vanguard, and other ships that were in a condition 
to do so immediately followed the example, by 
which means, from the best possible inforrnation, 
the lives of about seventy Frenchmen were saved. 
• The light thrown by the fire of the L^Orient upon 
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her in the- British line. The English force engaged 
consisted of twelve ships of sc^xnty-four gnns, and 
the Lcander of fifty giins* ^ 

“From the a\'cr anxiety and zeal of Captain 
Troubndge to get into action, bis ship, the Cul- 
lodcn, in standing in for the van of the enemy’s 
line, nnforlviDately grounded upon the tail of o 
sboal running off from the island, on which were 
the mortar and gun-batteries of the enemy; and, 
notwithstandmg all the exertions of that able 
ofBccr and ship's company, she could not be got 
off*. This unfortunate circumstance was severely 
felt at the moment by the admiral and all the 
officers of the squadron, but their feelings were 
nothing compared to the anxiety and even anguish 
of mind which the captain of the Cullodcn himself 
experienced for so many eventful hour?. There 
was but one consolation that could offer itself to 
him in the midst of ibe distresses of his situation ; 
a feeble one it is true — that Ills ship senred as a 
beacon for three other ship5, namely, the Alex- 
ander, Theseus, and Lcander, which were advon- 
cing with all possible sail set, close in his rear, and 
which otherwise might have cxp^cnccd a similar 
initforlanc, and thus in a greater proportion have 
weakened our force. It 'vos not till the morning 
of the second, that the Cullodcn could be got olT; 
and it uas found she had wfTcred ven conridcmblc 
damage in her boUom : that her rudder was b«t 
off, imd the crew could hardly keep her afloat w-itb 
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bcr ’piimps going. The resources of Captain 
Troiibridgc’s .mind availed him much, and were 
admirably exerted upotl this' trying occasion. In 
four days he had n new rudder made upon his own 
deck, which was immediately shipped, and the 
Cullodeh was again in a slate for aetual service* 
though still very leaky. The admiral, knowing 
that the wounded of his own ships had been well 
taken care of, bent his first aitention to those of 
the enemy. He established a truce with the com- 
mandant of Aboukir, and through him made a 
communication to the commandant of Alexandria, 
that it was his intention to allow all the wounded 
Frenchmen to be taken ashore to proper hospitals, 
vdth their own surgeons to atlend themt a pro- 
posal which was assented to by the French, and 
which was carried into effect the following day. 
The activity and generous consideration of Captain 
Troubridge were again exerted at' this time for the 
general good. He communicated with the shore, 
and had the address to procure a supply of .fresh 
provisions, onions, and other necessaries, which 
were served out to the sick and wounded, and 
which proved of essential utility. 

. On the 2d the Arabs and Matnclukes, who 
during the battle bad lined the shores of the ba}', 
saw with transport that the victory, was decisively 
on the part of the British, an event, in which they 
participated with an exultation almost equal to the 
victors; and on that, and the two following nights, 
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the whole coast and conotry were illnmlnatcd, as 
ftr as we conld aee, in celebration of the giorions 
ewent. This had a great efiect upon the minds of 
the prisoners, aa tjiey conceived that this illumina- 
tion was the conseqncncc, not entirely of the suc- 
cess of the English fleet, but of some-signal ad- 
vantage obtained by the Arabs and jMnmclnics 
over Buonaparte. Althongh it is natural to sup- 
pose, that the time and attention of the admiral, 
and all the ofiicers of his sqnadron, were vciy fnlly 
emphped ia repainag tbc damages sustained by 
their own ships, and in seenring those of the enemy, 
which their valour had eubdned, yet the mind of 
that great and good man, felt the strongest emo- 
tions of the most pious gratitude to the Supreme 
Being for the signal success, which, by the Divine 
fnvoor, had crowned bis endtaronts in the canso 
, of his conntry, and in consequence, on the morn- 
ing of the second, he issued the following memo-' 
randum to the different captains of his squadron. 

SIEMORANDUSt. 

“ Vingoard, off the Moolh of the ^^Ik, 

3<1 djjr of A Dgw}, i jryg. 

•' Almighty God Uewd hUMaJtsty’mmuwIth tic* 

tory, tbc admiral iatenda rrtornii^ pubhc tbanlopTiog for the 
same at two o*dock thii day, and he Ttcoanotod* ercry abip 
doing tbc same ai aoon as cooreoient. 

«' To the ffjpcctite dptam* of the iqaidroa. 

“ At ttvo o’cloct, accordingly on the day, pablic 
service was performed on the quartcr>dcck of the 
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Vanguard, by the Rev. JVlr. Comyii, the Othfer 
ships following the example of the admiral, though 
perhaps not all at the same time. This solemn, 
act of gratitude to heaven seemed to mahe a very 
deep impression upon several of* the prisoners, 
both officers and men, some of the former of whom 
remarked, “ That it was no wonder such order 
and discipline was preserved in’ the British navy, 
when the minds of the men were impressed with 
‘such sentiments after a victory so great, and at a 
moment of such seeming confusion.” On the 
same day the following memorandum was issued 
to all- the ships, expressive of the admiraFs 'Senti- 
ments of the noble exertions of the different offi- 
cers and men of his squadron. 

“ Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 
' 2 d day of August, 179S. 

“ The admiral most heartily congratulates the captains, offi- 
cers, -seamen, and marines-Taf the squadron he has the honour to 
command, on the -event of the-latc action,- and he desires they 
•will accept his most sincere and cordial thanks for their very 
gallant behaviour in this glorious battle. Jt must strike forcibly 
every British seaman, how superior their conduct is, when in 
discipline and good order, to the riotous behaviour of lawless 
Frenchmen, The squadron may be assured, that the admiral 
will not fail in bis dispatches to represent their b uly meritorious 
conduct, in the strongest , terms to the cominaiidenn chief. 

“ To the captains of the ships of the squadron. 

“ The praise expressed .In this memorandum 
‘ could not fail to be highly acceptable, and gratifyimr 
to every individual in the squadron j and the obscr^ 
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vation which it endeavoured to Impress on the 
minds of all, by the sinking advantages denved 
from disciphne and good order, v\tis so much the 
effect of recent cxpcnencc, that every heart im- 
mediately assented to its justice. 

** The benefit of this important truth will not, 
we trust, be confined to any particular branch of 
the English navy ; the sentiment of the hero of 
the Nile must infuse itself into the heart of every 
^ntish seaman, in whatever quarter of the globe 
he may be extending the glory and mtcrcits of 
hia country, and will there produce the conviction, 
that courage alone will not lead him to conquest, 
without the aid and direction of exact disaplinc 
and order Let those who desire to emulate (as 
every Bntish seaman must), the glory acquired 
upon this signal occasion, pursue the same means, 
which pnncipolly led to its acquisition. Let them 
repose the most perfect reliance in the courage, 
judgment, and skill of thcirsupenor officers; and 
let them Old the designs of these bj uniformly 
submissive obedience, ond willing subordination ; 
.. so shall the Bnlisb navy continue to be the admi- 
ration of the wor^d, XiW time aba^^ be no more. 

“ Immcdiatcl) aflcr the action some Maltese, 
Genoese, and Spaniards, who had been serving on 
hoard the French fleet, offered their sciences to 
ibc English admiral, which were accepted , and 
the) expressed the greatest hap|nne«5 ot thus be- 
ing freed, ns Ihcj themselves said, from llic t)- 
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ranny and cruelty of the French. On the fourth 
day after the action^ Captain Berry, of tlic Van- 
guard, sailed in the l^candcr of fifty guns, with the 
admiral’s- dispatches to the commander in chief, 
Earl St. Vincent, offCadiz, containing intelligence 
of the glorious victory which he had obtaincd.”=^ 
Such is the plain and inbdcst narrative of the 
greatest event, and the most brilliant triumph that 
had at that time ever occurred in the naval world; 
and ere we proceed farther, in placing before the 
public eye, even the ofHcial account of so interest- 
ing an epoch, it is incumbent on us to offer a few 
remarks on that stupendous prodigy of human in- 
tellect, which first suggested the means of .achiev- 
ing a victory, which might have been construed 


^ “Sir Horatio Nelson, as rear-admiral of the blue, carried the 
blue flag at the mizen ; but from a standing order of Sir .folm 
Jervis, the commander in chief, the squadron wore the -white, 
or St. George’s ensign, in the action ; and it is remarkable, 
that tills occasioned the display of the cross upon tlic renowned 
ancient coast of Eg)-pt. 

“ A most animated fire was opened from the Vanguard, 
which ship covered the approach of those in the rear ; io a few 
minutes, every man stationed at the first six guns in the fore 
part of the Vanguard’s deck were all down, killed, or 
wounded; ’and one gun in particular was repeatedly cleared. 
Sir Horatio Nelson was so entirely resolved to conquer, or to 
perish in the attempt; that he led into action, with six ensigns, 
'or fiags, viz. ; red. white, and blue, flying in difFcfcnt parts of 
the rigging; he could not even bear to reflect on the possibility 
of his colours bein^ carried away by a random shot from the 
tjnemy,”— — Nay. Chroh. Yol.'3. 
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tbc envious of the present day as accidental, dr 
owing to the nnfortunate chance of war, and bj 
the superstition of a former age, as the effect of an 
interference miraculous and preternatural ; had 
not the principles, on which be intended the. ac- 
tion should bo fought, and which were strictly car- 
ried into execution, been preriout'l}* explained, 
with the minutest exactness and precision, to all 
the officers uhder his command, by the noble ad. 
miral himself, who contrived and orranped them. 

' Independant of the advantage derived by the 
nation from the defeat of the French at Aboukir^ 
the pride of the country felt itsc/f flaftcred, and its 
utmost energies raised in a ix'ay that could not fiU 
of being exceedingly gratifying and advaotageouf 
Id it. France had, through a series of years, 
and fl succession of wars, boasted her pre-emU 
nence in that peculiar mode of defence, which she 
was then called upon to make ; she had plumed 
herself on the skill of her naval artillerists, ond 
had the presumption to boast her own lupcriority. 
On all occasions, where such skill was particularly 
required. Here then wosau cvxnt where it became 
strictly ncccssarj'^; seamanship, maritime know* 
ledge, and nautical skill, were all out of the ques- 
tion ; and British sqilors boasting no other gratifi- 
cation, in the sdcncc of gunnery, than the honest 
enthusiastic exertion of ihdr own natural spirit 
sod manual labour, were called upon to ^gago 
the pedantically scientific subjects of France, 
who affected to despise oil practice that uas not 
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foutiflcH on scholastic ihco'r}', and the most perfect 
knowledge of the doctrine of projectiles. Each ship 
was to be considered as a battery ; and the princi- 
ples of military attack seemed, as it were, transferred 
to a new element on this cxrraordinary occasion. 

Every precaution, the strictest prudence, and the 
most deliberate judgment could suggest, had been 
taken to secure the fleet of France from the as- 
saults of an enemy, in force inferior to itself ; an 
inferiority considerably increased at the very in- 
stant of impending contest, by the misfortune 
which bcfcl one of the finest ships in the British 
.squadron;* a circumstance which, bad the minds of 
the spirited assailants been capable of being affect- 
ed by dismay, would in no small degree have de- 
pressed their ardour, and damped their hopes of 
success. The effect, however, which it produced, 
was only that of mutual regret ; on one side, that 
so many of their brave companions should be de- 
prived of participating in the pleasure of effectually 
humbling the enemies to their country; and bn the 
other, of disappointment at being denied the satis- 
faction of lending their aid in so glorious a contest. 

• In vain was the position of the enemy' rendered, 
-in idea additionally secure, by the erection of bat- 
teries, intended to protect the flank, and prevent 
any assailant from forcing a passage between the 

^ The Cxilloden, Captain Txoubridgr, the leading ship, 
which took, the ground in going in. 
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head of tbcflcct and the Island of Bequiercs, as If, 
possessed-of prophecy, they fand foretecn the inten- 
tion of their gallant antagonists. Their best con- 
certed measures Were rendered in an instant vain 
and ineffectual ; and the thunder of the British 
cannon, in a few minntes only, obtaihed a com- 
plete victory over the pedantic principles of pro- 
tended service ; for although the extent of the min 
which was to befall the enemy could not be at 
that time strictly ascertained, fifteen minotes had 
scarcely elapsed from the firing of the first British 
cannon, ere success was certain, and it was csta- 
hlithed as a fact, not to be controverted, that no- 
thing but the most insfontanccos fitght, could even 
at that early period of the encounter, have preserv- 
ed B moiety of the French fleet, from fojiing into 
the bands of the Bntish. 

We trust it will not be considered arrogant and 
vain-glorious in this place to make a short digres- 
sion from the prcKnt subject; d digression which 
we also hope may be the better pardoned, ni it will 
enable us to examine with what success France hcr- 
eclf managed an attack of the same nature, ogainit 
a force scarcely cquofli'ng by onc-lfilrd that wfneh 
assailed it The event we now allude to, is the at- 
tack made by the French fleet under the orders of 
the Count d'Estaing, on the small squadron com- 
mandedby Rear-admiral Barrington, in ihcGrantl 
Cul dc Sac, of the Island of St. Lucia, in the 
CpODlh of December, 1778. 
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It became necessary,” says Mr. Barrington, 
on the approach of the Count d’Estaing, to secure 
the transports as well as we could in the bay; and 
the whole night was aecordingly cniployed in warp- 
ing them within the ships of war, and disposing the 
latter in a liiie across the entrance in the following 
order: the Isis, St. Alban’s, Boyne, Nonsuch, Cen- 
turion, Preston, Prince of Wales ; the Isis to wind- 
ward, radicr inclining into the bay, and the Prince 
pf Wales, being the most powerful shijj, the out- 
wardmost to leeward, with the Venus, Aurora, 
^ind Ariadne, flanking the space between the Isis 
and the shore, to prevent the enemy’s forcing a 
passage- that way, 

“ Almost all the trabsports had fortunately got 
within the line before half past eleven in the, 
moi'ning of the' 15th, when the count thought 
proper to bear down, and attack us with ten sail 
of the line, happily without doing us any material 
injury: and at four in the afternoon he made a se- 
cond attack’upon us, \Yith twelve sail of the line, 
witli no other success however than killing two 
Tnen, and wounding seven, on board the Prince of 
Wales, and wounding one also on board the Ari-' 
adne, whods since depd ; but I have reason to be- 
lieve the enemy received considerable damage, as 
the manoeuvres betrayed great confusion, and one 
of their ships in particular, which fell to Itjeward, 
seemed disabled from carVying the necessary sail tQ 
• get to windward 'again. 
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‘ “ The jicit day. Ih6 iCfb, -the count aheWed a 
disposition to attack us a third time, but on the 
appearance of a frigate standing for hia fleet with 
several signals flying, be plied to windward ; and 
in the evening anchored ofF Gros Islet, about two 
lagucs from us, where he still continues, with ten 
frigates, bestdea his twelve sail of the line.” 

The disadvantage in point of nambers was not 
the only one against which Mr. Barrington bad to 
contend ; his measures excellently adapted, os they 
indeed proved, to his defence, bad been necessarily 
taken in baste; for the speedy arrival of the enemy 
prevented his augmenting those means of protec- 
tion, in addition to his own strength, which his pru- 
‘ donee, and the advice of those he commanded, 
suggested, as it were, on the moment of impending 
attack. No time was allowed for cool end con- 
templative delibcralion ; no opportunity afiordedof 
repairing negligence, remedying defect, or im- 
proving o position seized with avidity, because it was 
thought the best that could be token on the spur 
of the occasion. The fleet of the enemy was com- 
manded by an officer inferior in reputed gallantry 
end ability to none in France. Ibc object before 
him was -great, the consequences- which success 
might have opened to him, oppeured little less than 
C5 threatening the conquest and snbjugation, of lire 
greater part of the British colonics in that quarter 
of the world. The capture of Mr. Barrington and 
hrt ships, would hove odded proudly to his flimc ps 
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an admiral; the' surrender. of General Grant andi 
his army, the. inevitable result .of a naval victory^ 
together with the conquest of the most valuable 
among the posse'^sions of her enemy, would have 
proved a blow that might have placed Franec in the 
situation of imperiously and haughtily dictating the 
terms of peace, and almost reduced Britain to the 
humiliating condition of accepting it, even under 
stipulations that might have been degrading to 
her national dignity. 

With so great an object in view, what success 
might not have been hoped for by the presump- 
tuous assailants, headed as they were by an officer 
possessing their entire confidence ? . The event 
proved completely inauspicious 5 and it would bc^ 
ignobly trampling On the vanquished, to add any 
Comment on a factj so completely glorious to the 
naval 'character of Britain. 

Now let us contemplate the companion to thife 
picture ; let us not on one hand be subject to the 
charge of flattery to the memory of the honourable 
admiral, who so gallantly extricated himself from a 
most perilous situation ; rior' on the other, let us be 
supposed to have depreciated,' oV degraded', by the 
comparison j the character of a noble officer, so de- 
servedly the idol of his country, and the wonder of 
the world. We cannot form facts for ourselves ; w6 
are under the necessity of taking them exactly as 
' they offer ; and if one victory surpasses another 
which preceded it, in brilliancy-, it were ungrateful 
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«to despise the former, which jve havc.alladed to, 
for the sake of the parallel and the comparison, be- 
cause with the change of situation nod country, it 
approaches nearer in the circumstances which at- 
tended it, than any other naral contest went present 
recollect, or that history perhaps will furnish us 
with. 

In the second picture, we find our noble and 
intrepid coantryman, invested with the chiractcr 
Bo ill sustained by the arrogant and assuming 
Frenchman. We see him armed with inferior 
powers, disdaining even the slightest apprehension 
of discomfiture, advancing to the attack, not only 
with intrepidity, but with a cool confidence of suc- 
cess, against every obstacle that art, ingenuity, and 
skill could contrive and which bad been moststu-, 
diously exerted by the expecting enemy, in the 
hope of prc\ eating it Far different, as is known 
to all, Nvas the result; A^ctory herself wove for him 
the crown of triumph, and the united suffrage of 
the universe declared that it bad never been more 
worthily obtained. 

We cannot conclude this comment withemt 
bnefiy chsenisjg, that even the excuse made by 
France, in the frivolous hope of palliating the dis^ 
grace of her disaster, materially augments the 
grandeur of the Briibh name, and depresses that 
of herself. “ It could not have been foreseen/’ wy 
her ojxilogisl^, that the English admiral would 
have adopted the desperate re^lulion of forciog A 
pasiagc between the there and the line, in which 
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theFrdnch fleet was moored, and enabled himself in 
consequence of. that nianccuvrc, to attack the van 
of his foe with thcwholc of his force, while the rear 
of the former was incapable of moving to its suc- 
cour or protection ; so- that each division became 
in succession the victim of superior strength.” To 
this, a plain, unargumentalive answer will be com- 
pletely suflicient. Had Kcar-admiral Nelson, pur- 
suing only that' confined principle of naval tactics, 
which, in attacks of the same nature, had till then 
been in use; had he edged down, each of his ships 
singling out its proper opponent, in a line stretch- 
ing from van to rear, even in that ease success 
might have crowned his gallantry, though his loss 
might have been rendered infinitely greater. That 
he might however, if the phrase be allowed us, 
take Victory herself prisoner, and render her ab- 
solutely Subservient to his desires; he contrived 
the pjan which the greatness of his own mind fur- 
nished him with, and reduced success almost to an 
absolute certainty, even before the battle com- 

i 

menccd. Gallantry is onl}^ one qualification in the 
composition of a great ofliccr, it is common to the 
generality of mankind; and it becomes rather an 
insult to the human race, to deny the possession of 
it by the majority. With grand and extensive 
abilities the case is otherwise ; and we regard the 
display of those abilities, when so splendidly ex- 
hibited, as an attribute, something more than hu- 
man. Such France felt ; she sunk under the 
pressure of them, and the only, consolation which 
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she could experience in her defeat, vns that of 
knowing her conquerot was Sir Hohatio Nel- 
son.* 

* Frmoce henrif tppeui on thu occasion to Hjtc deriattd 
in tome TDettaK from ber cuttomsty pnctice of ictea}|HcB^ to 
pallnte imifortune by the propagation of Uliebood , nor &J ibe 
ertn boirt, «i wu tutul witb her, of fanigtniiy and partial 
adTaniagcf, la tbn bopoof asraagtog tbo/eclmgt of ber ooro 
imad and tboao of lier people. The follomag account, raid, 
cm the belt aotboniy, to be antbentic, and to bare been written 
by a Frencb officer of high rank, a more candid wt recol- 
lect to hart crer aetn any» compoaed by a Frenchman , It be- 
Crimea tbetefore more lOterertmg, more aingiiUr, raste satiat^- 
(ory, and more pJeaaing 

<* TTjc lat of Aogurt, 1798, wind W light b/tacj, add 
fur weitber, tbeiecood ditUioo of the dett aent a party of men 
cn abort to dig wdlij crery abip m the fleet »eot t i Tc my -fiir men 
to protect the workmen from tbe coeunBiI attacka of tbe Oe- 
donina and ragabonda of ibe cooniry. Ai two P. the 
fletirfu* made tbe ilgnal for tvreJre m) W. B W, which 
coa14 easily diatiagcuab from tbe martbends to be ahipi of war. 
The aigul woa tbeo made for ad the boau, workmen, and 
gnania, to repair on board their ibips, which waa only obeyed 
by a imall nomber At three o'clock, tbe admiralt biTing 
nay doobt that the ah/pt in aigbt were the enemy, ordered 
tbe haTBinocka to be stowed for action, and directed L'Alert 
and Riuller hnga of war to reconno tie the enemy, which we 
soon pcTceiYcd were rtecnng for Beqn cr Day, under a crowd of 
canrais, without obterriog any order of Mihog. At Cuof 
o'clock, we saw orer the fort of Aboukir two ihlp*, *pp*“ 
ttmly wailing to join the tqoadrooi without doubt they bad 
been sent ro bxik into tbe port of Alexandria. \% r Lkewhe 
«aw a bng with the iwelre abipt, 10 that they were now foor- 
teen sail of ibe Tine, and a bug L’A'crt then begin to pul the 
adcmnJ'a order* taio eaecuiKm, t«. to naoJ roafanl the me- 
mj nniU nearly within gun »hot, aod thto to euBwaTtr, and 
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To return to simple narrative — where will our 
admiration of this great man cease?^ — the thunder of 

endeavour to draw them towards the outer shoal lying off the 
island; but the English admiral, without doubt, had experi- 
enced pilots on board, ^ as he did not pay any attention to the 
brig’s tract, but allowed her to go away, hauling well round all 
the danger?. At this lime, a small boat dispatched from Alex- 
andria to Rosetta, voluntarily bore down to th? Enghsl\brig, 
which took possessTon of her, notwithstanding the repeated 
efforts of L’ Alert to prevent it, by firing a great many shot at 
the boat.' At five o’clock, the enemy came to the wind in suc- 
cession. This manoeuvre convinced us, that they intended at- 
tacking us that evening. The admiral got the top-gallant yards 
across,^ but soon after made the signal that he intended ert- 
gagingthe enemy at anchor. After this signal, each ship ought 
to have sent a stream-cable to the ship astern of her, and to have 
made a hawser fast to the cable about twenty fathoms in 
the water, and passed the opposite side to that intended as a 
spriUg ; t/ui was hot generally cx‘aiiccl. Orders were then given, 
to let go, another bower anchor, and the broadsides of ihe'shipR 
were brought to bear upon the enemy, having the ships’ heads 
S. E. from the Island of Bequier, forming a line about thiitcen 
hundred fathoms N. W. and S. E. dirstant froqi each other 
eighty fathorns, and with an anchor out S. S. E, At a quarter" 

. past five, one of the enemy’s ships that was steering to get to 
windward of the-beadmost of the line, ran on the reef E. N. E. 
of the island. She had immediate assistance from the brigi and 
got afloat in the morning. The battery on the island opened 
ai'fire on the enemy, and their shells fell "ahead of the second^ 
ship in the line. At half-past five the headmost ships of our 
line being within gun shot of the English, the admiral made the 
signal to engage, which was not obeyed till the enemy was 
within pistpl-shot, and just doubling us. The action then be- 
came very warm. The Conquerant began to fire, then Le 
XJucrrier, Le SpartiatC;, E’ AquUon^'Le Peuplc Souveraio, and 
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the cannon, as already observed m the narrath-^ 
had scarcely ceased an instant, when, with that 

1-e FnDklin At nr o*clocV, the Senctac fngrie and the Her* 
cole bomb, cot tbar cables knd got undo- weigh, to aroid the 
niemjr** fire. They got on thorct the bencojc caoght fire and 
bad part of her eomU bomii tbc Artenme waiobllged to grt onder 
vdgh, ind bkcwae got on ihore. The two fngitcj acnt thnr 
eompinii* abcard the different line of battle •hlpt. The 
i)oop* of \*«n two bombi.andaeTenl iraniport# tbit were unih the 
fleet, vrere more eticccttra],as they got nndfer wtigh, and tcacb^ 
ed the anchorage onder the protection of the fort of Abonlcir. 
All the raa were attacked on both ildea by tb* enemy, who 
ranged clo»e along our line They bad each an anchor oot 
artem, which facilitated (heir roouoot, and eoJiblcd them to 
place tbcmselvca la (he mo«t adianugeont positloru At a 
(^carter put aii, the traokCn opened her Qr< upon rb^enuny 
from the ttaiboud ifde t at three quartrr* p»t i;x >le ea« 
gaged on both aide* The L'Oneni at ibn umc began finrg 
Irom her atarboard gntu j and at uren tlie I ooruot ep*ivd hcf 
fire. All the ihipa frora the 6ucmcr to the Tonnant uerc mur 
engaged igaioit aaapcffor force t diia Only rcdoahlcd the ardoof 
of the Ireocn, who ’kept op a wy htaiy Crt At e glil i Mock 
■infghr, the ab;p trhich wa»cogac*ng ihe L*Oncnt on the Jtaf'* 
bi^td quarter, Bolanibitamling her idrznlagei oa j oulicn, wat 
dWna^cd, ao 1 ao roughly trcjfrd, that »be cut her tihlra, eml 
dfOTc farther from the hoc Thu crent gtic toe Irarklin 
bnp-j that L’tJn-ut iron’d now be able tOvinU her, by ittark- 
in;; one of tire inqil oppewe 1 to her, but at thu car ronm*nt 
tie l«o ibips that bad been obierTed awtm of the fleti tnJ 
were ju te £r all, ftc^cJ r Jrt for tbc ctilre One of them arr* 
cboied on I 'Onmi « .t*rix anl bow, and ihc tuber c«i the Unc 
ait*in of 1,’Oii at, and ^nUiored off her Urhoai I qouter Jlie 
•tion m ihra pher the i became eatremely warm. Admiral tie 
uho h« 1 ai lOi* time been tiigblly wounded lo the 
bead mdcini, tery lOun fcccuej a ihot in the l»tlly. which 
ilovcit cut him in tttq fie drt le I n^t lo be catr td Le’ow, 
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^ grateful .and truly devout attention to the dis- 
pensations of an almighty Power and Provi- 

l)ut to be left to die upon deck: he lived but a quarte^ 
of an bout. Reai-admiral Blanquet, as ^vell as bis aid-du- 
camp, wete unacquauited \^’itl^ tliis melancholy event until the 
action was nearly over. Admii'al Blanquet received a severe 
V'ound in the lace, \vbicb knocked him down ; be was carried 
off the deck senseless. At a quarter past eight o'clock the 
Peuple Souverain drove to leeward of the bne, and anchored 
a cable's length abreast of the I'Orient: it was not known 
what unfortunate event occasioned this. The vacant place she 
made placed the Franklin in a more unfortunate position, and 
•it became very critical fi-om the manoeuvre of one of the ene- 
my's fresh ships, which had been sent to the assistance of the 
ship on shore. She anchored athwart the Franklui's bows, and 
commenced a very heavy raking fire. Noftiithstatiding tlie 

' dreadful situation of tlie ships in tlie centre, they continually 
kept up a very heavy fire. At half past eight o’clock the 
action rvas genei-al from the Guerrier to the Mercure. The 

'' Admiral De Brueys's deatli, and tlie severe wounds of Admiral 
^lanquet, must have deeply affected the people -who fought 
under tliem ; but it added to their ardour for revenge, and tlie 
action continued on both sides with great obstiimcy. At nine 
o’clock the ships in the van slackened tliew fire, and soon after 
totally ceased j and with infinite soitow we supposed they had 
sun’endered. Tliey were dismasted verj' soon after the action 
began, and so much damaged, that it is to be presupied that 
lliey could not hold .out any longer against an 6nemy so su- 
perior by an advantageous liosition, in placing several ships 
against one. At a quarter past nine o'clock the I’Orient 
caught fire hi the cabin ; it soon aftenvards broke out upon 
the poop : every effort was made to extinguish it, but ivithout 
,eftcct; and very soon it was so considerable, that there was no 
hopes of savnng the ship: At half past nine, Citoyen Gillet, 
capitain de pavilion of the Franklin, was very severely wopnd- 
" ' I4 " 
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deuce, \vhich Is one among the genuine chaiac- 
tcHstios of all great mmda, he issued circular 

fS, and WM earned off deck. At three qtBulen part moe lh6 
arm chert filled wilh ranjqoet-cartndgts blew op, and »et fire 
to tcrefal places m the poop and quarter-deck, bnl was forta- 
mtely extin^mshed Her Atoalkm, bowerer, was sthl eery 
desperatei rerreranded by enemJes, and only e^ty fttboms 
^ windnard of 1 Onent entirely on fire, there cooW imt be 
any other expectatron than fidlmg a prey Citber to the enemy, 
or thefttmei. At ten o’clock the mm and mizzen marts fell, and 
all the guns on the mam-deck were dlimonnlcd At half post 
ten the Tenant cot her cables, to tiotd the lire oflbel Orient 
The Englul) ship that \ras 00 1 Onent s brboord quarter, so 
roon as she had done firing at her, brought her broadsrde 
upon the Totmnt s bow, end kept op a my heavy reklug fire. 
The Ueoreax and Mercure coocerred that they ought JHcwse 
to cut their cahtes. The ln^^reu^re rrenled so much ronfii- 
son Bmo Hfrt the rear shipi, (hat tlic} fired into each other, 
and dal coutHeruhle damage T!»e Tooant onrhorctl ndwad 
of the GuflliantneTefl, the Oenertux and Titaoletro, the 
other tuo chips got on shore. The ship ilot engaged the 
Tenant on her 1‘ow eat her raWes , all her ngging and sails 
were cut to jjecn. aod she dro»e doim, and anrliortd asltm 
nf the Englidi slop Ural lod been engaging the I leartux tnd 
jMerrurr iKfnre llnry changed Ihetr ponfioo Those of tb* 
etmt miyor and sliips compam of the 1 Orsent wlio Lad eicaped 
de'lb, cmmnrcd of the mipce.dbjht> of extinguidiing the fire, 
s^hicb Lad got donn 00 the nudJlr gun-drcL, enJcaiouted to 
sa\e thetasdse?. Hear admiral fianteatnne «>cd Llrovlf fa a 
boat, and nent on board of the Salamme, awl from Ihenee to 
Abonkframl Alecawlna- The \<ljuUnl general .MotanI, al- 
llimrch bwlly nminded snam to the ship Dcarrst 1 Orwot, 
winch jrtnedtnbc Cnghdu Conunwlort Carahtanra, and 
bh son only ten jcin «4I, wlw, dorm- lire arttnn gate 
l*fools of bnicry and uileUigezKC fitx aboTc Uj» age, were 
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orders throughout the wliolc fleet, recommend- 
ing each individual to join with him in rcndcr- 


iiot so forhinote. TJicy \verc in the wnfer, upo.’i (lie wreck of 
rOricnl's ninst', not being Jiblc to seeking encli other 

until three quarters past ten, when the sliip hh.v.' up. and put 
an end to their hopes and fe.ar-;. The e\plndon dreadful, 
and spread the fire all around to a cotiMderahle di>^ianee. The 
Franklin's decks were covered uiih red-linl seams jiie-cs of 
timber, and rope on lire, fhe u;i- on lire, hut htri.ilv i;f,l it 
luidcr. Iminediatels after the tn inrndoU' etplodon. th'* ac- 
tion censed e\crv v.lmrc.and uv.' snea eth d bv the ino.; pro- 
found silence* Tiic sky ua-- d.nkeiad bv djud' r-f blr/k 
5 iu<4;c, which 'ccte.ed to threat* ii the <!t.‘tn:ctio:i ef (In twv 
feel'. If ua? a quruicr of : n la.ur k* f re the sli.ji ‘ i,u w ■ r*-- 
covered frotj (lie kind ot' ’’upur th-y v.<ff thfu-, a 'lo- 

r-ani' eleven Jij" fnenklia, assrion' tu juc * n* ;I,r 

confid'-d tn r. re -c* nura m » d tin- s'ilk;. t--.. ..{ }.' f 


li.nc r-df f-k get ' ; r-l! -.u ;< 'h' *■ 'n.t* d , j , 

l}.c- sldp's Cf V, t ir I di- i d vr- h'i. 'j tk 

rcaal's'l : '> t t.'';: ■"k y.’." v . • 1 d is *f' 

skip:, ri<. 1 rn.e;. ti f v ' r f t; 

pan r’..;- 1-, r/c,v>'’ . ? * f-. r.>;, k . 

Co-.ldfkfat t' e i . U ' ' c. ' ' i • 

put sr. fr.c ' . f , i-. •. d f ' 

line*., f ir-t- * ’ i t.' ; r ' : 

“ 71 . a-g' . : . r! r -r c'" 'J . f • 
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ing their humblest thanks to that Supreme 
Power for the asiistance aitd protection it had 
afforded them in the hour of battle. 

nmeb dunaged« At half past three o'clock the adkin ceaseil 
Ihroagbotit tbe Imr. Early far the momsi^ the fHgtte La 
Jmtice got under and made terenl small tacks to keep 

Bear the Gtnlfiaamc Tell, and at moo o dock tnebored ; an 
£nglnb ship haring got ander tragh, and making small tacks 
to prevent her getlmg array At six o’clock tiro Engloh diips 
jomed those who bad been engaging the rear, end began finog 
on tbe Ueoreux and Mrmire, which were agroimd Tbc 
former soon stmrk, arKltbc latter follow^ tbe example, as 
they eonld not bring tbeir Iiroadudet to bear open tbe enrniy 
At half pad seven (he ships crew of 1 Artembe frigate quitted 
Iier, and act her oo fire at eight o'clock she blew up The 
cseny tidboat doubt lad r et erred great damage fa their masts 
and }ardi, as they did not get under weigh to attack the re- 
roams of the Freoch fleeU The French flag was flying on 
board four ships of the Ime and two frigates. This drvraon 
made tbe most of Ibetr tireci oml at three qoarlen past eleven 
Le OuQluame Tell, Le Geoereni, La Dane, and Lq Justice, 
got under adgU, ami formed In Coe of baUle. The EnglDh 
ship that was under ofl stood lonardj her fleet, fearing ttiil 
she mlglit be cut olTi bot two other rnem^’t sbipvwere fai- 
medtalelv aadernagh loajirtt her At noon theTImolcmi, 
which prolublv was not in a state to pat to sea, steered right 
' for the shore under her forrsiuT j and ai loon ai she strock the 
ground her fortmatl fell Tlie Frencii dnWoo jofaed tbe 
eocmy's ships, abkh ranged along their fme on oppemte tacks, 
wrUim ptriol shot, ami rererred tlieiT broodtidet, which It re- 
turned t they thro each motnmed Ilinr route, Tlie dohion 
was fa ilglU at sun-ut Nothing rtntarkable pa 'cd dorfag 
the nlglU of the Cd The 3i| of Augu'l, fa lh<* montfag, the 
French colours were fl)ng fa tbc Tomiil nrl Timoleoa, The 
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That duty performed, and the arrangements 
relative to his own ships and their prizes, which 

English admiral sent a flag of truce to the former, to know if 
she had struck; and u))on being answered in the ncgtitivc, he 
(directed two ships to go against her. Wi)cn they got within 
gun-shot of her, she slnick, it being impossible to defend her 
any longer. The Tiinolcon was aground too near in for any 
ship to approacli her. In the night of the Cd they sent the 
greatest part' of their ship’s company on shore ; and at noon 
the next day they quitted her and set her on tire. 

“ Thus ends the joumid of the 1st, 2d, and 3d days of Au- 
gust, which will ever be remembered willi the deepest sorrow 
by those Frenchmen who possess good hearts, and by all those 
true republicans who have survived this melancholy disaster." 

To the foregoing may not {naplly be added the account 
given by Denon of tire same transaction : a detail given by one 
©f the Savans, and intended to pcrjrctuatc the event to po- 
sterity, may, in the opinions ofsome, he more interesting than 
even that of the admiral in chief would have been, Jiad ho 
^unived. 

“ When we had reached the tower which commands the 
monastery, we descried a fleet of twenty sail. To come np, 
to range themselves in a Ijnc, and to attack, were the opera- 
tions of a minute. The first sliot was fired at five o’clock ; 
and shortly after, our view of the ftvo fleets was intetoepted 
by the smoke. When night came on, we coiild distinguish 
somewhat better, nitliout however bchlg able to give an ac- 
count of what passed. The danger to which we were exposed, 
of falling into the hands of the smallest troop of Bedouins 
which might come that way, did not draw our attention 
from an event, by which we were so strongly interested. Rolls 
of fire ihcessantly gushing from the mouths of the cannon 
. evinced clearly that tlie combat was dreadful, and supported 
Mith an eiual obstinacy on botli sides. On our return to Ro- 
Eptta, we climbpl on the roofs of tlie houses, whence, af ten 
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absolute neccs4ity demanded, should not be de- 
ferred, being made, the rear-admiral proceeded 

o’clock, we perctrved q stroi^ hglit, Tihlcb fadkated afire. A 
few tamotes afierwards, we beard a terrible explosion, which 
va5 followed by a profooDd silence. At we bad teen a finn; 
kept op from the left to the njbt, on the object in Camea, wc 
drew a condusioo that it ithi one of tlic euemy’i ships, whkh 
bad been set fire to hy our people ; and we imputed the si 
IcDce which aoned to the retreat of the EngHih, who, ai ocr 
ships were moored, were cxdosnTlj in pouession of the ranee 
of the bay, and who, conseijoenUy, could persertre b, or du- 
contlmie the combat ot pleasure At cleren o’clock a slow 
fire was kept op, and at midolgbt tbc action a^ab became 
general U continued tmtil two m the mcmlnp At dar- 
Lreek 1 was at the adraoced posts; and ten nunnics aAer, the 
fleets utje once more engaged. At wne o clock Boother ship 
Weir up At ten, focr ships tbe onlyoonwIiKh were not 
disabled, and w hkfa I cootd di^tingstdi to be Frerwh, crow ded 
their sails, and ipilllcd the field of lottle, to the pos>eAion of 
which, they appeared to lie, astbey were neitheraitarled, nor 
followed Sorb was the plmntonj piodoccd by tiu rntho^cum 
ofhope 

*' J took my station ot fbe foaer ofAbumandur, whence I 
coonted twenty fire >c5k1s, half of which were shsttcitd 
witcLi, and the etbers Incapable rf martrarTiog to arord 
them aiaalance For three days we remained ra Ihi* stale of 
cmef uncerliiniy rfy t/w tri’p of my spying g£ivi I 4atf 
Tuade a drswin* of Ifm di^stTons ictac, to l>c ec?bleil ih' 
belter to ajceilab whether lie morrow wonld Lcprodwlire 
of any change In ibH tray acclmhlird illu* on, and spurred 
at all endcore, ontil at Icngili the pa» age an-o*s tie Ijf 
bemg cut olT, aod the commmccauon *ilh AWtan'Iru mter 
cepled we found that enr tltualbn was ollcfed, tml tJai, 
separated from tbe reoUier-coantTy, ire were i! r In 

hahrtDOli ofa dJitanl colci^, where wr sl'call be obi to 
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to inform his country of the glorious tidings of 
his success: his own modest narrative reflects 

depend on our, oyvn resources for subsistence imtil tlie peace. 
We learned that it was I’Orient Which blew up at ten 
o’clock at night, and tlie Hercule the following moniing ; and - 
that the captains of the ships of the line the Guilliaume Tell 
and Generous, and of tlie frigates La Diane and La Justice, 
perceiving that the rest of the fleet had fallen into the enemy’s 
hands, had taken advantage of a moment of lassitude and in- 
action on the part of tlie Elngbsh, to effect tlieir escape. We 
learned, lastly, that the first of, August had broken the unity 
of our forces; and that the destruction of our fleet, by which 
the lustre of our glory was tarnished, had restored to tlie 
enemy the empire of the Mediterranean — an empire which 
had been wrested from them, by tlie matchless ejiploits of our 
armies, and which could only have been secured to us, by tlie 
. existence of our ships of war.” 

Denon’s Travels, vol. i. 

N. B. The translator shrewdly remarks, tliat throughout 
tlie whole of this narrative of the defeat of the French fleet in 
Aboukir Bay, it should be recollected, that it is the produc- 
tion of a Frenchman, who either would not, or could not see 
things precisely as they were. N. B. The British force con- 
sisted of fifteen sail only,* including the Mutine brig. 

In spite of the prejudices of a Frenchman, he adds, in a 
subsequent page, The shore, to the extent of four Teagues, 
was covered by wrecks, which enabled ns to form an ^stiinate 
of the loss that we had sustained at tlie battle of Aboukir. 
To procure a fe\V nails, or a few iron hoops, the wandering 
Arabs were employed in burning on the beach the masts, 
gun-carriages, boats, ,&c. &c. which had been constimcted at 
so vast an expence in our ports.” 

From the foregoing testimonies, some judgment perhaps 
may be formed of the opinion entertained by Frenchmen, in 
jrespect to the extent and impoxTance, of the disaster^ 
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on htra an higher praise tlian could the inott 
^laboured and splendid culogiutn : — 

* ' r 

“ Tangutid, off the Mmrth of the NDe , 
“ Sir, Aogqtt 71I11 17S8. 

*' Endo*ed fa a copy of my letter to the Earl of St. Vtn. 
cent, together rrith a Unc of battle of the EagriJiAinl French 
•quadroos, al*o a lirt of the killed and icotraded.' ‘ I lu\e llte 
plearare to inform you that agbt of oor ihips hare already 
top-gaUant-yards aooM, aod ready for any acrvjce; Ibeotben, 
rrith the prizet, will kkki be ready for ica- lo on errol of 
this Importinee, I have tbooght h right to tend Captain Capd 
with a eopy of my letter (to the c oi mn andcr in chief) mcr- 
land, which I hope their lonUliipsinlJ nppTo%ej andbcglrarr 
to refer them to Captain Capel, who H a moat eacelJcnt of- 
ficer, and folly able to grre erery bfonoatioo i and I beg 
letne (0 reennuoend him to their lordiUpf’ tmtiee. 

** I bare the honour to be, kc. 

HonATiQ Neuo^.'* 

■ ** N. B. The Wand I have taken powesnoo of, and brtmgfil 
off (wo tliirtecn-lncfa roortarr, all the bran gtffo, and deatroy fd 
the iron ooea. 

*' Evan Nepean, Esq.*' 

“ Mt Lord, 

'* AtvioiiTT God Im tleswd h» majedj'i anni In the 
late battle, by a great \kloiyoier the Orel of the enrrBT, 
whom 1 allacVetlot rtm-jct on the Irt of Attgwt, off the Moudi 
of the KiTe. Ttie enemy were moored err a jfiong ime of 
Irattle for defroding the entraner of the lay (of Shtul*), 
flanked by immerom pun-boats four fnpates, and a ballery 
of pan* and mortan, on an hkind in tlKrr »an; hot nothri'p 
eonld withHam! the upadron yoor locddi’p del itw ihr Ixv. 
rxmr to place emdermy fomaaod. Tbrlr M;h iljfe of dio- 
ripfree is well Icown lo jmij and, with the jadgmetit of ilw 
captami, together with their raloor, and that of the rjTfrtit ae'l 
pfji of ertry docription, it war ahvjlstely hmm.Xfe. Cou' J 
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tiny tiling from my pen add to the characters of the captains 
I would write it witli pleasure ; but that is impossible. ^ 

I have to regret the loss of Captain Westcott, of the ]\la- 
jestic, who was killed early in tlie action ; but the ship was con-, 
tinned to be so well fought by her first lieutenant, Mr, Cuth- 
bert, that I have given him an order to command her, tifiy'our , 
lordship’s pleasure is known. 

“The ships of the enemy, all but their two rear ships, are 
nearly dismasted, and those two, with two frigates, I am sorry 
to say, made their esjrape ; noi* was it, I assure you, in my 
power to prevent them. Captain Hood most handsomely cn- 
.deavoured to do it ; but I bad no ship in a condition to sup- 
port the Zealous, and I was obliged to call her in. 

“ The support and assistance I have received from Captain 
Berry cannot be sufficiently expressed. I was wounded in the 
' head, and obliged to be carried off deck; buttlie service suffered 
no loss by that event. -Captain Beny was fully equal to the im- 
portant service then going on, and to him I must Ijeg leave to 
refer you for every information relative to tliis victory. He- 
will present you with the flag of tire secopd in pommand, tliat 
. pf the commander in chief beiirg burnt in L’Oiienl. ' 

“ Herewith I transmit you lists of the]filled and w'ounded, 
and tire lines of battle of ourselves and the French. 

“ J have the honopr to be, &c. 

' To Admiral the Earl of St. “ Horatio Nelson.” 

Vincent, the commander in 
phjef, .&c. &c. off Cadiz.” 


ENGLISH LINE OF BATTLE. 


Ships’ Names. Captains. 
Culloden, T. Troubridge, - ' 

Theseus, E.W. Miller, 

Alexander, A. J. Ball, 

rRcar-Admiial Sir H.-) 
Vaiigmp-d, ' < Nelson, K. B. ' C 
LEdward Berry, J 

i^l^otaur, Tiros. Rouis^ 


Guns. Meir. 

- -74 590 

- 74 590 

- 74 590' 

- 74 ^93 

- 74 ' -540 
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Ships' Kunes. 

Cnpbuoi. 

Gnns. 

3Irtu 

Leander, 

T. B. Thonipjon 

- 50 

313 

SmftsiJTe, 

B. Hanowdl, 

- 71 

5£K) 

AuthckKOr 

D. Goold, 

- 74 

590 

Defence, 

JohnPejton, 

- 74 

* 5p0 

Zealous, 

Sanittcl Hood, • 

- 74 

590. 

Orion, 

Sir J. Saomaicx, 

- 74 

590 

OoCah, 

Tbo*. Foley, 

• 74 

590 

Tklijatre, 

G. D. Wotcott, 

- 74 

590 

BellCTopboo, 

La Mating Brig. 

II. D, E. Darhy, 

- 74 

390 


Hohatio Scisoy. 


mENCU LIKE OF KKTTUL 


Slifp*' Kaiwa. 

Goss. 

Mecu 

Le Oaerrier, 

74 

600 

Talen. 

Le Cott^aenut, 

74 

700 

Takes.' 

LeSpartale, ... 

74 

700 

Taken. 

L’AqoDoo, . . - 

74 

700 

Talco. 

Lc Sourenin People, 

74 

700 

Taken. 

, _ ,, fBIinqoet, first cemtre 

LcFnnllm, J 


800 

Taken, 

rBnrcT*, admlrol,! 




L*OTieot, V aatiemnmaniJrr f 

ICO 

1010 

Dont. 

1 . fa chief ^ 




LeTotaat, . - . 

90 

800 

Token. 

Lnieureas, • • - 

74 ■ 

700 

Taken. 

LeTtmolron. * • - 

74 

700 

Burnt. 

T,e Mefcore, . - - 

74 

7 C 0 

Talro. 

LeGnlUiaoiue (Mtlenetne, •econdj 
TeO, ( rootreodmlrtl j 

|to 

800 


Le (Itncreix, _ . - 

74 

700 

EwrapcfU 


IIOtATlO S'CIM)K. 


miOATES. 

5Fi}p»’ NaoKi. Cam, >rfn. 

La Dane, - - aco EKay*f4. 

UJiutic^ - - ♦» SCO 



LORD VISCOUNT KELSON. 155 

Ships’ Names. Guns, Men. ' i 

L’Aitemise, - -36 250 Buml, 

La Serieuse, - - 36 -250 Dismasted and simV 

Horatio Nelson. 

Vanguard, off the nioutli of the Nile, 

August 3d, 179s. 

Such was the fate of the fleet of France em- 
ployed on the expedition against Egypt, com- 
manded by Admiral Brueys, an officer esteemed 
as gallant,' and as able in his profession, as any, 
that country has ever boasted. The force under 
his orders, at the commencement of the action, 
as will be seen on reference to the foregoing 
list, consisted of thirteen ships of the line, to- 
gether with four frigates ; carrying twelve hun- 
dred guns, '"and from ten to eleven thousand 
men. Nine sail of the line were taken, two 
were burned, and two escaped. Of the frigates, 
one was sunk, another burned, and two escaped. 
The loss of men was calculated at nearly eight 
thousand; but the prisoners and wounded were 
all restored, on condition of not serving against 
England until exchanged. The British squa- 
dron consisted, as already stated, of thirteen sail 
of the line, twelve only of which were, engaged, 
and a fifty-gun ship ; carrying little more than a 
thousand guns, and eight thousand men. Of the 
English, the slain and wounded were nine hun- 
dred. 

It has been most 'animatedly observed, this 
victory was the most signal that had graced the 
British navy, since the days when the Spanish ar- 
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vourcd, far, perhaps, as human sagacity could 
foresee, to profit by his success, the refitment 

tfliur* here, yet m I knoir Mr Baldwin bas lome moollB left 
Alexandria, it a poieible yob may not bo regolariy informed 
3 itall, tberdore, relate to ^oa briefly tb^t a Freiicb tnny of 
forty thoujand men, in three hundred tnunporta, with thirteen 
sail of the hne, elcTen frignfc*, bomb*vcsKlj, gnn boats, Ac. 
Xx. ornred at Alexandria on the lit of July On tboTlb, 
lliey left rt for Cairo, where they arrired on the 25d. During 
tbeirjoirch they lead aome actions with the Mamainkas which 
the French call gnat victoria Ai I hart Buonaparte • dis- 
patches now before rue which I took yesterday, I speak 
po^lrrcly Ue lajs, " I am now going to lend off to take 
Soex and DaimeUa " He docs not speak favourably other of 
country or people, hot there is such boabest la bn letters, 
that rt H difficolt to get ot (be tnxlb hot yoo may be inre be 
b only master of wbathsanDycoTcn. From all the UMjoinfs 
which I bare been able to make, I cannot Imni that any French 
TcaKis ere at Sae^ to cany an) paj\ofliB am^toloda Bom- 
bay, if they can get there, I know u the first object bot F 
trost the Abmgbty God, in Egypt, will overthrew Ibesc pests 
of tlM5 Iraman rare. It bos been in my power to prevent 
twelve tboosaDd men (iom Icanng Genoa, and also to take 
eleven aall of the Gne and two frigalci.^ Two sail oftbelme 
and two fhgates bare escaped me. This glonons battle was 
fought at the monlb of the Nile, at anchor It began ot nirv- 
sct,and was riot finabed at- three the next monuog It has 
been serere , bat God {arouied our codeavours with a great 
TKtory I am now at anchor between Alexandria and 
Bosetta, to prevent tbeir communication by water; and nothsig 
under a regiment can pos by land But I sLoold bare in- 
formed you that the French have four thousand men posted 
at nosettn, to keep open the moath of the NDe. Alevaodra, 
both town and shipping, ere ao distressed for provisions that 
they pan only get them from the NIIo by water therefore I 
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both of his own ships and the prizes 'was con- 
tinued with' so much earnestness^ that' on the 
1 8th of August/ he was enabled to quit the Bay 
of Aboukir with his fleet: leaving Captain Hood 
with a small detachment, consisting of four ships 
of the line and two frigates, to block up the 
port of Alexandria, and prevent the introduction 
of any further supplies into that place for the 
use of the French army. Towards the end of 
the month, he quitted, for a time, the shores of 
Egypt, and proceeded to Naples, where he ar- 
rived on the 22,d of September. ' The reception 
he met with at that city, could not be exceeded, 
except by what it is .certain he would have 
\ 

cannot guess the good which may attend my holding our 
present position ; -for Buonaparte writes his distresses for 
stores, artillery, and things for the hospital, &c. All useful 
communication is at an end between Alexandria and Cairo, 
You may be sure I shall remain here as long as possible, 
^uonaparte bad never yet to contend uith an English officer, 
and I shall endeavour to make him respect us. 

“ This is all tliat I have to communicate. I am confident 
every precaution uill be taken to prevent hi future any vessels 
gomg to Suez, uliich may be able to carry troops to India. 
If my letter is not so correct as might be expected, I trust your 
excuse, when I tell you my brain is so shook with the wound 
in my head, that I am sensible I am not always as clear as could 
he wished j but, whilst a ray' of reason remains, my heart and 
hand shall ever be exerted for the benefit of my king and 
country 

“ I have tlje honour to be. See. Sec. 

Hokat-io XelsoX-'"' 
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found from hla own countrymen, Kad lie re* 
turned to England immediately after the great 
event just mentioned. The British nation rang in 
on extacy ofjoy with hispraises , and even childreil 
tvho scarcely knew bow to articulate, were taught 
to lisp out the name of Nelson, as in gratitude to 
the heroism of a deliverer, who had preserved 
them from the worst of evils. The sorereigo, 
and never sure was honour more deservedly ac- 
quired, raised him lofl peerage; and the parlia- 
ment, in addition to their thanks,* granted him 
for his own life, together with those of his two 
next heirs, an annuity of two thousand pounds 
per aonilra.f Nor wstf this all : the ^vernment 

* To whidi hu Iwrfihip retnnwii the folkmtng uBtrer 

** Vangoaid, Palerato, Jm. 31it, 179$* 

** Sir, 

** Behere me I fed ti I might the noble rewnnt which our » 
eoimtij has bntowed oa me by tU thsnk*. and 1 beg, nr, joa 
win hire the goodneai to eipree t to the hoooarablo hoase m/ 
grahtode. I can onewer for tint of asy brsre brethren who 
fbojht witJi mo m the battle of the Nile. To you,* sr, a bo 
-ha\‘e not only fO liiuid»mety» bot lO dcftmtly, conveyed to 
me the reeolotioni of the bonte, wordi arc madeqaate to ei- 
preo whaLl feel, bat, beliere me, dr, I am, with ereiy acn- 
timent of respect and esteem, 

“ Toot most obliged and lilthful sernmt, 

“ NrLsow." 

To tho Right rionoumWe Henry 
AddjogtOQ, speaker of the home 
of commons ** 

f TTjc nncxamplcd series of oar naral tnamphs hasrceeired 
fresh Bpkndobr from the metnorabie and decinro action in 
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of Ireland contributed its mite, by an addition 
of one thousand pounds annually, during /the 

which a detachment of my fleet, under the command of Rear- 
Admiral Lord Nelson, attacked and almost totally destroyed 
a superior force of the enemy, strengthened by every advantage 
of situation. By this great and brilliant ■vdctoiy^ an cnterprize, 
of which tlie injustice, perfidy, and extravagance, had fixed ‘ 
the attention' of Uie world, and M'hich was peculiarly' directed - 
against Some of tlie' most valuable interests of tlie British em- 
pire, has, in the first instance, been turned to the confusion of 
its authors, and the blow thus given to tfie power and influence"' 
of France has afforded an opening, which, if improved by 
suitable exertions on the part of other powers, may lead to 
the general deliverance of Europe. 

Extract from his Majesty’s Speech on the meeting 
' ■ of Parliament, November 20th, 179S. 

In two days aftervrards, the' following message from his ma- 
jesty was communicated to the house of commons, by Mr. Pitt, 
as chancellor of the exchequer; 

“ His majesty having taken into his consideration the siguaL 
and meritorious seiwic^ performed by Rear-Admiral Lord 
Nelson, in flie memorable and decisive victory' obtained over 
a superior French fleet, off tire Moutli of the Nile, not only 
highly honourable to hhnself, but emiuently beneficial to these 
kingdoms; and his majesty being desirous to confer upon lum 
some considerable and lasting maik of his royal favour, in tes- 
timony of his approbation of his great sen'ices, and therefore 
to give and grant to the said Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, and 
the two next heirs male to whom tlie title of Baron Nelson of 
the Nile, and Burnham Thorpe, in the couhty of Norfolk, 
shall descend, for their lives, the net sum of Uvo thou- 
sand pounds per annum; but liis majesty not having it in his 
power to grant any ^nuity to that amount, or for a period 
beyond his own life, his majesty' recommends it to liis faitliful 
commons to consider of the means of enabling his majesty to 
extend and secure an annuity of two thousand pounds per an- 

M 
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sdrtle term; and the East India Company 
v6tcd him a gift of ten thousand pounds, 
trhile that of the merchants trading to TCirkey, 
iif proportion to the magnitude of their concerns, 
•were not less liberal, haring presented him with 
plate of considerable value. 

The tribute of the city of London was a 
sword j and although it is most probable that so 
appropriate a proof of its respect and esteem 
’\^uld have been shown to the noble admiral, 
even if the subjmned intercourse had not taken' 
place, yet, as it preceded the gift, it will not bc^ 
improperly or unintercsiingly introduced. 

A court of common council being held in Lon- 
don, the 3d of October, 1798, it was attended by 
two hundred members. The business was opened 
by the Lord Mayor, who read the following Icf- 
ter, which he had received from Admiral Nelson : 

'* Vc^oard, Mtrath of tiw 
“ My Lord, Aagnit ath, 179S* 

“ Htvb^ the hotiotir ofheinj a fre tna n of Uie titj of Lod- 
don, I taVe the IHwrty of Kndiog to )oar lordjtup tb^ivord of 
the commaoding French admiral, Motmenr BlaDqaet,.who nr- 
Tired ailer the battle of the irt, off the N3c, and reqoerf that 
the dty of l.oodoo will bonour me by the acceptance of it, as 

nmn, to Rcar-Adonnil Lord NeboD, and tlw two next ntal^ 
hem, to whom the title of Daron Nebon of the NDe, and of 
Bumhnm Thorpe, in the coun^ of NorfoUc, ihaD deecend, in 
nch manner ts thoU be mort aihrantafcoos to their Interefti.* 
li b needless to *ay the only debate on the oceasioo arose 
from the dusolbfiKtion expretKtl by some gentlemen that the 
booooxi and petuniary rwmds proposed to he besiowed up* 
kun were not Infinitely greater* 
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A remembrance tliat Britannia still rules the waves, which, that 
she may for ever do, is the ftrvent prayer of your lordship's 
most obedient servant, 

“ Horatio Kelson," 

1 \ t • 

“ Right Hon. Lord Mayor of London." 

An enthusiastic tumult of applause followed 

X ' I - • /* 

the reading of this letter ; and on the motion or 
Mr. Deputy Leekey, the sword was ordered to 
be placed among the city regalia ; after which 
the thanks of the court were unanimously voted 
to Admiral Lord Nelson, and to the officers and 
' seamen un^er his command. The court having 
met again the following day, it was numerously 
attended as before; and Mr. Deputy Leekey 
presented a report respecting the French ad- 
miral’s sword, which, after a short debate, was 
ordered to be placed in an elegant glass-case, in 
the most conspicuous part of the Council-room, 
' with the following inscription upon a tablet of 
marble : ' 

' '‘The s\Vord of Monsieur Blanquet, the commanding French 

> 

admiral, in the glorious victory off the Nile, on the 1 st of Au- 
gust, 1798, presented to this court by the Right Honourable 
Admii-al Lord Nelson.'' 

It was then resolved, “ that a sword, valued 
at two ^hundred guineas, should be presented to 
Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, as a testimony of 
the high esteem they entertain of his public ser- 
vices to this city, and to the whole empire, and 
that the Lord Mayor be requested to , provide 
and present the same to him ; also, that the free-- 
dom of the city of London, be presented to Cap- 
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taiQ Berry,* m a gold box of one hundred gui- 
neas value, zt a testimony of the high esteem cn- 

* Sr Eriward Berry u the ddot urn of a reputable trtnje*-, 
tmn, who, threuffb the miffortonts tsatnmJb' h>cldeflt to a mer- 
odU Ic life, ond laringa brjpj family, died, wOboat being en 
•bled to pronde for tt agreeable to im Str Edntid 

WM bom jn tl>e ytu 1 ^ 66 , and bad the go<kl fortnoe to be m- 
trodocedinto the naral aerrire, which be bad at an early penod 
of life ibewn a predilection for, tbmo^h the mterert of Lord 
MalgraTc, who bad recemdpart of luj edocaboo ailsorwich, 
onderthe tratKw of the Rev Mr Tituj Berry, nock of the pre- 
►ent Sir Edward Under thu noWeman i paUtmage and pro- 
teclKiD, Mr Deny began Im nautical career, aod Im fiht 
voyage wai about the yeti lyy^l.^ben htwaj tcarcely fourteen 
jeiir* old, to the Eaat fadiet, In ibo Borford of aerfoty gnu*. 
It h ^id, that Iw rec en ed bn comnuiBlDD u Ueutenant fran 
Eori Spencer, on accouct of ba ver? gallint conduct si board 
big an enemy a ncimL He wq 5 present at tbe ettgagenmi 
tittderEarl Howe cm the irt-ofjooe, lycw, m which action he 
fa reported to have eooipicqoujJy ngnalued hunadf Htnug, 
^rwskg wlely to Kb ment, fonned an acqaamtance with tbe 
Earl of St Vhifcnt eo'l Commodore Neboo, he was most por- 
ticnUrly dntnigubbed by the htler, nod lened nmler lum in 
the CTCX-tnejnoiable engagement off St VmceBl, ou the 14th 
of febnony, and wna pattocolarly aelive in boarding the Son 
Nlchola* and San Jo^ef, both of wlueb tlupi. fell vidimi to the 
wecrtionv of ha gallaat conmandw Tiie sasataacc afforded 
hr Coptain Berry, and tbeipnit he iE*pJajcd thrmigbont the 
whole of the nDportnat encounter, most ilrotigly ouleared bho 
to he iopeiiora m rmvnl rank, poitiroliriy to Mr Ndion, Iiho- 
fp q r h thfit they fenned the unehtiabJo ba»s of a fticaddiqi 
wlikb eetsed not but with the Ufe of that ooblc poaon Mr 
Beiiy afterwards attemle*! hn former commanihr nrto the 
MrfrteTTanean, bemg appointed captain of Vanguard, on 
board which ibrp Lord Tsefaon, tben Sir Horabo, hod boated 
bn flag, and m which be was, coosetpiently, present at the en 
pjarentoff Abeukfr. HerebebadafuUopportncify ofdrf 
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tertained of his gallant behaviour on the ist of 
August.” These motions' were carried unani- 
mously, amidst repeated bursts of applause. • 

playing bis abilities and gallantry; nor did he omit to avail 
himself of il. The particular share which he took in that me- 
morable engagement, has been related in the account of it, al- 
ready inserted in these Memoirs. After tlie conclusion of the- 
action. Captain Beny was sent to England with tlie official dis- 
patches, in theLeander of lifty guns. Captain Thompson. On 
his voyage, it was their misfortune to fall in with a French ship 
of very superior force; but disdaining to yield witliout a con- 
test, tliey resolutely maintained an engagement witli her for se- 
veral hours, till the Leander was so completely shattered ,'tliat 
farther resistance became futile. 'Captain Thompson was there- 
fore, though with the utmost reluctance, obliged to sunendcr. 
In tliis engagement Captain Berry was wounded in the arm. 
On his exchange, he was received by his countrymen with great 
applause: the honour of knighthood was conferred on him; 
and the city of London not only voted him tlieii- thanks, but 
on his paying a visit to Guildhall, on tlie Stli of August, - 1799 , 
he was presented with the freedom of the city in a gold box, 
pursuant to the vote passed in the preceding year. 

Sir Edward returned soon after this period to the Mediter- 
ranean, and being captain of the Foudroyaut of eighty guns, 
•Lord Nelson’s flag ship, accompanied his lordsliip to Sicily, 
where he landed him, being very much indisposed. Soon after 
this event, the Foudroyant came up with tlie Guilliaume Tell, 
a French ship of eighty-four guns, one of tliose w'liich escaped 
- from tlie destruction of Aboukir. The follouing minute par- 
ticulars of the engagement that took place, and which relate 
to Sir Edward Bciry peculiarly, are given in a letter, dated 
Sjracuse, Foudroyant, April 2d, 1800. 

March 3Qth, 1800^ 

* ^ 
“Sir Eduard Berry, commanding his majestj’'s ship the Fou- 
droyant of eighty guns, after having lauded Lord Nelson ill ia 
Sicily, came up with Uic Guilliaume Tell, a French ship of 
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In consequence of the above resolutions, the 
Lord Mayor wrote on the 1 6tli to the noble lord 

fonr gmu , tod laying tbe Foodrojant along^e lo do*e 
tbit ha- rpan ambor yeas bat joat clear of tbeGn^laamcTeD * 
rninen ebams, haded her connnander, Admiral Deere*, tnd or- 
dered bun to ftrike. The French admiral answered by bran- 
dishn^ a fword orcr hs bead, and then dbcharged a mosqaet 
at Sir Edward Berry TUawaifoDowed by a broedride, whkh 
nearly annggcd the Foudnjyant, wbcr*e gum, howerer, being 
prepared nith three rntmd sboti lo each, the pooredo most tre- 
mendous azkd edectnal ditebarge, enuhing tbrnogh and tbrongfa 
the enony, described as a pert^ chord of harmony oTthe can 
pf oar tars, who were in tbetr tnra a little exposed, but the 
fired another broadside, wbm down caxae tbeOnniianmeTell's 
mam and mazen-masts, and ai the aaie tone the Foodroyanfa 
fore top* mast , j ib- boom , spirt-all, ma b top-auj-yard, stay Hail^ 
Fore sail, and mim-oll, all la taUen. It wai difScnlt m thia 
frtntara to get the ditp to tall off, so as to mJntam her pad- 
tram Tbe combatmti thesefore separated for a few mfnnfps, 
when Sir Edward Berry called hn men from the mjin.dfck, 
and mttmg away part of tbe wreck, got the ship once more 
rmder commod, that ts, obedient fober helm, and numageable, 
and agthi rioseoloogsde her determined oppocent, who nailed 
bis colonn to the itnmp of the mast, and displayed bu hag oi^ 
a pole orer them, Sir Edward then commenced a most 
bcity and wcll-direcfed 6re, hJs rotn baring now got into a 
system of finog erety gim two, or three times in a minnle, re- 
gularly going through the eierose. Moiqoetry was occasion- 
ally used.wbentheship wasreiy neoroo board the OainiatiiDC 
Tell , but UUeily tbemtrten mast bemg almost fa tno. Sir Ed- 
ward allied tfjB mannes from the poop, and put than lo the 
great guns, by wlueb means many Dres were certainly need. 
At a few mmules past eiglit, (lie OnilliamDe TelTs fore mast 
was lijot away, and becoming a mere log, she rtiuck her co- 
loun The rondrojant, in this engagement, expended ooe 
hundred and sixty two barrels of powder, twelre bandredthir- 



LORD VISCOUNT NELSON. 1^,7 

acquainting him with’ their proceedings, and re^ 
questing bis lordship would be pleased to give di-> 
rections concerning the devices, with which he 
should wish the intended present might be orna- 
mented 5 to %yhich his lordship returned the fol- 
lowing answer : 

“ Vanguard, Palermo, Jan. 51, 2799' 

“ Sir, 

“ 1 have only this day received your letter, when lord mayor, 
of the idlh of October, aud beg that you will convey to the 
court of common council my sincere gratitude for all their 
goodness to me, and assure them it slmll be the business of my 
life to act in the manner most conducive to the prosperity of 
the city of London, on tvhich depends that of our country. I 
am truly sensible of your politeness in desiring me to say u hat 
particular devices I should uisli on tlie srvord uhicb is to be 
presented to me by the city of Loudon, but I beg to leave that 
tb the better judgment of my fcUow-citizcns. Believe me, 
n'hen I assure you I feel myself, 

“ Your most iaitliful and obliged sen ant, 

Sir J. W. Anderson.'^ “ Nelson.’^ 

The inferior tributes of private individuals 
must not be forgotten. A gentleman of the name 
of Davison, with a liberality and spirit equalling 
the character of a prince rather than that of a 

ty-trvo pound shot, twelve hundred and forty trventy-four- 
pouud ditto, one hrmdred eighteen-pound ditto, and two hun- 
dred twelve-pound ditto : altliough much damaged, she was 
in' a very short period ready for sea." 

This was the last engagement in which Sir Edward had the 
power of particularly sliewing his gallantry during that war; 
aud since the commencement of the present, he has held no. 
command, till he was appointed to, the Agamemnon of sixty- 
four guns, in wliich ship he was present at the late gloripus 
■getipu off Cape Trafalgar, , 
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private gentleman, not only prcscfatc3 his lord- 
ship, and all the captains under* hi* command, 
with a gold medal, but extended his liberality to 
“ every individual serving on board the fleet, by 
bestowing on each a medal of silver, gilt metal, 
or copper, according to their different ranks • 

* A rancty of rwdtl* wtro itrnci on tbe oooaiofl, 
presented b]r ha majesty duplj^ed a lappy anKo of degaitce, 
grace, and ahupbafy — a n pretentilJon of Victtoby, id ibe 
act of crtiwnihg Beitakwia with a lanrel wreath 

The rerene mctosei, by two bnnebo, ooe of oalc sod the 
otter of laurel, each reBpedire name, which m aflerwaids en- 
grared m the centre, with tliu motto — “ In MEMOey o? 
THE PBrEAT OF THE TRENCH FLEET ON THE COA»T OF 
EGTPT '' The oiedal wai aemled by Looa Pngo, Esq 
priedptl e^Tfnver of bh chesty $ royal mmt, is the Tower of 
1 London, who was the lint artist of tin* dea ejlp boa in Eompe, 
and cooseqaenUy in the world. The beauty of its eiecntion K 
indeed, la tbe fullest koh, n)i0UtEUe---wtirthy at ooce of the 
royal donor, tbe e:iqubJto BrU>t, and tbe glonoos occasioiL 

On the zuedali (track 1^ order of Air Densoo, the allego* 
jical figure of Hope was rejircsenled on the obvene, wilh the 
emblem proper, itaudu^ on arngged rock, with an ohre-biancb 
in her right hand, and mpportu^ by her left onn the profile of 
Lord Nelson, on a medulboo, towbicb she n pombng with her 
fore-finger Hope u crowoeil nUh oak and laurel, and tbe 
cTcrtft? ta tbe ^edtib^fa k — **2irfcper/ bepc, ssd 
glory ■'—These words expren llie real fcelmgi oftbe surround 
mg nations, and tbe boast of this happy iJand “ITie legend, 
“ Hear-adntiral Lord Vocoont ISeboa of the Nile.*' 

Tbe r e t er se represents the Frencli fleet at anchor m the bay 
of Abookir, and tbe British fleet adiancsog to tbe attack. The 
fortified falands in tlte enemy ‘a nm, the four frigates that woe 
moored within tbe Ime, to cover thor flank, and the gun-boals 
near the bland— the setlmg-aun— the coast of Egypt— tbe 
’Fjonth of the Nile— and the castle of Aboukir Tbe legend— 
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The captains also who coninlandcd llic different 
-■ships under his orders presented him with a 
magnificent stvord, made purposely on tlie occa- 
sion, the hilt of which, as an ' appropriate and 
emblematical device, represented a crocodile. ' 
But amidst the multitude of affectionate and 
valuable gifts offered to his lordship upon the 
preceding occasion, we must not omit to men- 
tion a very singular one made him by Captain 
Hallowell, who commanded the Swiftsurc, at the 

“ Almighty God has hles'cd his majesty’s arms.” Beneath 
tlic view — “ Victory of the Nile, August J, 17.08/' 

ThiSnohlc and disintere^tcd instance of pch-atc munificence 
needs no pancgj'ric: wc scarcely know nhich most to applaud, 
the heart, -which, overflowing with the wannest sensations of 
private friendship, hath, paid this j)uhlic and nohlc tribute to 
' ih or that truly patriotic spirit, which, warmed by the glory 
and fame of his counttymen, has used such clasural and accu- 
rate means of lianding dowai to posterity the peculiar circum- 
stances and particulars of an cvejit, the outlines, at least, of 
wliich must be remembered till time shall he no more. 

Segnius irritant animos demissa per uurcs, 

Quam qum sunt oculis suhmissa lidclibus. 

A third displayed on the obverse — llellgion supiiorting Hie 
bust of Admiral Nelson, with her right hand resting upon a 
cross and skull ; near her is the British lion, defending the 
Irish harp : in the back groilml a pyramid and palm-tree, to 
mark tlie country wdicre tiic rictorywas obtahied — Legend, 
“ Nothing can oppose virtue and courage.” 

On the reverse was represented an anciior, on wdiicli were 
the royal arms of England, surrounded with a laurel, and a 
scroll, bearing this motto — “ Praise he to God — Novembei 
29, 1798 .” Above, the eye of Providence, denoting its influ- 
ence and favour/ — Legend, Under this sign you shall con- 
f^ier.” ~ 
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battle of the Nile. A variety of triTial articles, 
valuable only as symbols of the affection and at- 
tention they displayed, and not on account of 
their intrinsic worth, formed ont of the wreck 
of rOricnt, had been tent to his lordship by 
different officers under his orders. Captain Hal- 
lowcll's present was a cof5n»'made out of the 
main-mast, and accompanied by the following 
note: 

" Sir, “ Swiftwre, Acgratj-irps.'' 

** I bxro taken the liberty of ptcMntmg jtm a coffin, tsada 
of tl>e maiD-mart of fOricat, that vben )ca tare finished 
^OTT nnthety carter in tlits worid, jon may be bmied n one 
of yonr trophies ; but that that' period ni&y be ffir distmt, is 
the earocat trbh of jtior sineert 

“ Sir noralk» Nelson, ** R. HAinowfax.** 

Itear-mdaural ofthe Blae, Sec.** 

This very extraordinary present was received • 
by his lordship with the utmost cordiality and 
affection; in so great a degree is be said to have 
been pleased with the singolarity which suggest- 
ed the gift, that he is reported to have kept it 
constantly with him in the great cabin, for a con- 
siderable space of time; nor was it without much 
apparent reluctance, that hr at length consented 
to have it removed from its station. 

Foreign countries were equally mnnificent. 
The Grand Seignior,* forgetting that disinclina* 

♦ InnDcdaitcly 00 rcc d ting the news of the victory off the 
Jlcmlh of the Nfle, the Grand Jte^piior flirerted a foperb (Ui- 
mcDd aifrette (called a chdeugk, or phuoe of trhimph) taken . 
from 00c of the imperial torbans, to bo sent to AdpJr^l Sir 
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tion to reward any person professing' a different 

religion, a disinclination which had, through long 

/ » ’ 

Horatio Nelson, together wth a piece of sable fur, of the first 
quality. He also directed a purse of two tliousaud sequins to 
be distributed among the British seamen wouudcil at the battla 
of the Nile. Tiie presents were conveyed to Sir Horatio in a 
Turkish frigate; and a note was delivered to Mr.. Smith, his 
majesty’s minister plenipotentiary at the Porte, upon this oc* , 
casion, of which the following is a translation: 

“ It is but lately that, by a written eonununication, it has 
been made known iiow much the Sublime Porte rejoiced at 
the first advice received of the English squadron having de- 
feated tlie French squadron, off Alexaiidria, in Egypt. By 
recent accounts, comprehending a specific detail of the action, 
it appears now more positive tlmt his Britannic majesty's fleet 
has actually destroyed, by that action, the best shi})s the French 
had in their possession. This joyful event, therefore, laying 
tin's empire under an obligation, and the sci^’ice rendered by 
our much-esteemed firiend, Admiral Nelson, on this occasion 
being of a nature to call for public acknowledgment, liis im- 
perial majesty, the powerful, formidable, and most magnifi- 
ficent Grand Seigiior, has destined as a present, in his impe- 
rial name, to the said admiral, a diamond aigrette (chclengk) 
and a sable fur with broad sleeves; besides two thousand se- 
quins, to be distiibuted among the wounded of his crew. And 
as tlie English min'ister is coustautly zealous to contribute, by 
his endeavours, to the increase of friendship between' tlie tw'O 
courts, it is hoped he will not fail to make known this circum- 
stance to his court, and to solicit the permission of tlie most 
powerful and august king of England, for the said admiral to 
put on, and wear the said aigrette and pclicc.” 

[Chron. Ann. Reg. 1798. p. SS. 
Dated September 5 , 1798,3 

The presents made by the Grand Seignior to Lotd Nelson 
were brought to Naples by an effendi, or secretary, in the 
^Icmene frigate, vdiich sailed last from Alexandria. , His lord- 



’ 'Mhliolns OF 


17 ^ 


A 


habit< grown nearly into a£xcd pnnaplc, ^cnt 
^i/n a magnificent diamond aigrctte,-and a robe 

t * 

-fiup layi, tlut tlni effcmli and Lfa nut, tlmtcfen in nmnW, p4r- 
fonued their part Trirti great grarity tod dignity, they pot oo 
then- noble rob«m ha anU-chamber, and pretaited the aigrette 
oo CTuhjoni, after the oriental aotooL The robe o aoniet 
cloCfi, lined xnth the finest table magimble, and of ioestsoable 
-nine The aigrette k'a bod of feather h leprenti a hand 
with thirtecD fingera, ahkh are of damoods, and aOnsre to 
tbe thirteen shipttnkcnend destimed at Alexandria, tbeaue, 
that of a chSd'aband about lix years old, irhcn opcsrtL The 
emtre dnunond, sod thefoor/oo/x) zf, idbj he north ahoot 
JOOO/ each, end there are aboot three hundred others neil 
let— tbc« two presenti mere sertral others of less raloe, 
and 0 letter full of asrarauces of fhendilnp from the Onmd 
Seij^mor 

Id respect fo the descnptioa jait grres, it a m some ne&* 
sare correct, bat ai nuny pomtx imdeipale to the pnrposo of 
eoorey in g a proper idea of the onmsent. 'nte truahthni of 
the Grand Se^tdor's letter, i^bicfa acaromp ai ucd the present, h 
as extraordinary as it u lingahir 

** Cowtontmoplc, 3d Oct 17 S 3 

•* A sopeib aigictte, of which the nmrgnja] iletrh ifires hot 
tn hBperfret idea, called a ebelcngk, or phunc of irrouiplj, 
indi as bos been, npon ev-ery famooi and memorable loccess 
of the Ot toman anm, coofcrrcii npon Tvdonons Mmralmea, 
Scnbhiers, 1 bebeve nerer before opon a dabeberer, as the 
wepit* viira of perkonal bonoor, reparate from oSml dtinilty 
oae m rpi^fKiu a eotitfed neb m jU land being a bhue 
erf briltantx, ermvoed with asibrattng \ Inmoge, and a radimt 
slarm tbe middle, turning on its certre bvjueans of watch- 
woft, niueh amdi np helilird Thn badge was ab+olntcly 
taken from one of the inipenal tttrbans, and can borUIy, ar- 
t-coidmj to the ideas of foch Eb%iiu hdre, be niwdcrrd as 1 m 
than equindent to the flat order of eWnilry in dinstcndcan— 
sacb at least my new la thcladicntlon 
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of honour, which had never before been bestow- 
ed, except on Mussulmcn who, by iheir exploits, ' 

*■ ^ 

As connected witli tlic honour just mailioncd, vc must an- ; 
nex the follouing augmentation made to tlie arms and sup- 
porters which he already horc, and which- latter, he liad been 
autiiorised to use, on his being created a knight of thc Balh. 

“ The king has- been graciously pleased to give and grant to 
‘the Right lion. Horatio Baron Kelson of the Kile, and of Bnm- ‘ 
ham Thorpe in the county of Korlblk, rear-admiral of Jlib blue ' 
squadron of. his niajcstj-'s fleet, and K. B. in considcialion of 
the great zeal, courage, and perseverance manifested by him 
upon divers occasions, and particularly of his able and gallant 
conduct in the glorious and decisive victoiy’ obtained over the 
French flectat the inoutli of the Nile, on tlic 1st of August last, 
his rojul licence and authority that he and his issue nihy hear 
the following honourable augmentations to his annorial ensign, 
viz. a chief undulaicd argent, thereon waves of the sea, from ‘which 
a palm-tree issuanf between a disabled ship on the dexter and a niin- 
ous battery on the sinister, all proper ; and for his crest, on anaral 
crown, or, the cheknglc or plume of triumph, presented to Jiim by 
the Grand Seignior, as a mark of his high esteem, and of his 
sense of the gallant conduct of the said Hoiutio Baron Nelson, 
in the said gloriovis and decisive victoiy’, with the motto — Po A 
mam qui meruit ferat; and to his supporters, being a sailor on 
tlie dexteri, and a lion on the sinister,- the lionourJiblc augmen- 
tations following, viz. — in the hand of the sailor a palm-branch, 
and another in the paw tf the lion, hoik proper, with the addition 
of a tri-colouredflag and staff in the month of the which 

.augmentatious to the supporters to be borne by the said Hora- 
tio Baron Kelson, and by tliose to whom the said dignity shall 
descend in virtue of his majestj-'s letters patent of creation ; 
and that the same may be fust duly exemplified, according ta 
the laws of-arms, and recorded in the heralds' office ; and also - 
to order that his majesty’s said concession, and especial mark ■ 
of his royal fiivour, be registered in his college at anns." 1 1 
. _ , - • London Gazette, Ngv. 1798* ' 
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Such were the affectionate, and, ^ mort in* 
stances, munificent testimonies which the poten- 
tates, the princes, the corporate bodiei, and the ' 
private individuals of different countries, from 
the frigid, to the torrid zone, from the Caspian, 
to the Atlantic, gratefully ofiered to the worth 
of the noble admiraL" 

Notwithstanding the naval power of the 
enemy had received so fatal a blow, the presence 
of his lordship still continued indispensably ne- 
cessary in those seas. The objects of his atten- 
tion were multifarious, but he found such suffi- 
deirt resources in his own abihries that be 
was not under the necessity of neglecting ^ny 

** I Tiill not fill KniUng the gw tie to Rome the fint*' '' 
opportomt^, tod doinag ;oo niU beHert mt tlrtntfiU for 
jxmr land I renttm, 

** Yoor mo*t obedlcDt hmoblc lerrtnt, 

“ KtLsox and BROKrE." 

“Mr J.DebrcU." 

Tbe paper alluded to the galUot nobleman t letter 
the Calcutta Garette Eitiaorduiaiy, of Tebrnary 27, 1803, 
eontatniDg the speech of the Manpm ^ cJlealej tn the college 
of Fort WESam m Bengal, on du>tribnling ibe prae-medal* 
and* hoDOniiy rewards to those \onng gentiwuen who had 
cjcelled m oncntal leamhig II was addroked to Ibo voy 
learned society of the De Propaganda Fide, at Rome, Yiho hart 
eonebed the world with nnuiy valuabk oncntal woik*. 

The preceding correkpoDdrocc would perhaps be mnntereit- 
mg m the life of any other person, bat the case is toaterfaDy 
difierent wilU respect to *0 great a rharacler as (bat of Lord 
NeliML Indeed, m no instance whatever vras iflability ertr 
riiewn more ttrongly tonjoined with other qoahtio to com- 
plete the chameter of a great man. 
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■ of them. The blockade of Malta> the protection 
o(the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and the pre- 
vention of. any desultory ^mischief; that could^be 
effcted by the remnant of the French force which 
had escaped from Aboukir, all in their turn de- 
manded his diligence, as well as his activity ; >o 
that were we' to content ourselves with rapidly 
passing over events great m themselves, though 
more quiescent than the tremendous scenes in 
which his lordship had before been engaged, we 
might in three lines briefly state, that no emer- 
gency was left unprovided for, no service neglect- 
ed, and that no single event, in-which either Lord. 
Nelson himself, or those under his orders, were 
concerned, proved unsuccessful. We cannot, how- 
ever, persuade ourselves that such apparent haste 
could be tolerated. The blockade of Malta, and 

s 

its dependencies, was.confided to Captain, now Sir 
Alexander Ball, and on the 28th t)f October, the 
island of Goza having surrendered, was taken pos- 
session of for his Sicilian majesty.* The foregoing 
■was, however, only the forerunner of more serious 
and important success. The armies^ of France had 
overran nearly the whole of Italy, and the King of 
Naples was in the month of December reduced to 

* “ Vanguard, at Sea, November ist. 

“M,yLor.d, 

I 

“ I have the honour to transmit to you a letter received from 
CaptainBall, dated October 30th, togeiherwitb. the capitulation, 
of vhe castle of Go^a, and h list of ordnance, &c, foundin it, 
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the dire necessity of quitting hit cnpital, and' re- 
pairing on board the Vanguard as a place of re- 

The prCwncn ire cmbwked in the Vtngwd and MuiottQr» 
tSI I can get t Tend lo tend tiunn to France. Captaid BaD; 
•with Uiree «ail of the liw, a frigate, and firethijs li entrusted 
sritli the blockade of Malta, in which are two snl of the lute 
and three ftigatet, ready for tea ; and ftom the erperience 1 
hare had of Captain. Ball'a xcal, actlrity, and ability, 1 have 
DO doobt but that in doe time I hare the honour of teiid-> 
ing you a good account of the French in tht town of Valctta. 
I am, with the ^reatett rctpect, 

** Your lordihip*! 

Mott obedicflt ttrrani, 

" Admiral Earl St. Vicceot," '• HoaATio Niuoa.*^ 

** Alexander, bff Malta, October aoilu 

• « na, 

** 1 hare the bosoor to acguiiot yon, that the coaunaodaut 
of the French troops in the castle of Goza, ligned the capitu- 
lation on the sSthiosdmt, which you had apprortd. 1 ordered 
Captain CreewcOrof the hlarines, to take pcmenlon of it in the 
name of his Bntamdc majesty, nod hit Majesty’s colours were 
hoisted- The next diy the pla« was delrmed up In form to 
the deputies of the Idaod, his Sicilian majesty’s colours hoist- 
ed, and Ff acknowledged thdr lawful soveirign- 

I embarked yesterday all the French officen and men, who 
were on the island of Gaza, amounting to two hundred end 
aerentecn. leocloselhcarticlesofcaprtnlation.andanbTeD- 
tary tbfi.tS5isiad.amnwDicuM.b»n4mthjiciJul^ part, of 
nhkh I directed to be sent to the aniitancc of the Maltese, who 
sire in arms against the French- There were three thousand 
two hundred of cons to the castle, which will be a great 
rtBcf to the inhabitants, who are much la want of that article* 
»* I hare the honour to be, Ac. 

(Signed) “ Atii. Joaa Bait.’* 
« Rear-Admiral Sir H. Nelson.” 
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fiige from his enemies. No time was however. 
io°t in forming the best arrangements' possible fo.r 


Articles of Capitulation between Al-nandcr John Ball, <sq. 

Captain of his Majesty's Ship the Alexinclcr, appoin cd 
to conduct the Blockade of IMalca, under Rear- '^d mi nil 
Sir Horatio Nelson, K, B. on the part of Great Briinin, 


and Lieutenant-Colonel Lockey, Aju: dc Bate. Com- 


mander of the French troops in tlie Casilc of Goza. 

1st. The French troops shall march out of the castle of Goaa 
\vith the honours of war, and shall lay down their arms as they 
get out of the gate. 

2d. The castle of Goxa, with all the military impicmenu .and 
stores, shall be delivered lip tb the British olheer appointed to 
take charge of them. 

3d. The French officers and troops shall be protected in 
their persons and effects, and the officers allowed to rci.ain their 
side-arms. They shall be embarked immediately on board Jiis 
Britannic majesty’s ships, and sent to France, in transports, at 
the expense of the French government. They arc not to serve 
against his Britannic majesty, or his allies, 'during the wnr. 
Until regularly exchanged. 

Rear-Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K; B. has entered into 
articles with the inhabitants of Goza, that if the French sur- 
render to the British, they shall be considered as under their 
protection, and they will not offer them the smallest insult or 
foolestation. 

Signed aSthofdct. 1798. AleX. John Ball, Captain 
' of his Britannic majesty's 

ship. Alexander. 

i 1 r. ■ . . de Battalion. 

Approved, Horatio Nelscin. 


Extract of Articles found in the Castle bf Goza,- the sSth of 
October. 


Flftybarrels of powder, nine thousand ball-cartridges, one 
thousand mu5k^t cartridges without ball, one thousand flintsj 
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mating head against the rebels, and^rcinsfating- 
the monarch on bis throne* A project of such 
magnitude and importance, necessarily required 
a considerable space of time, ere the proper dis- 
positions could be made for bringing it to perfec- 
tion ; and the summer apprOached before his lord- 
ship Vvas in a condition to undertake offensiyc mea- 
sures. In the midst of his prqjaratiops, he was un- 
der the necessity of being continually on his guard 
'against the introduction of any luccours, either into 
Italy, or Ivfalta, by means of the few ships of war 
wliich still remained to France in the Mediterra- 
nean. As the seas and coasts requiring bis care 
were extensive, and the ships he commanded far 
from numerous, the greater circurfispcdtion was 
necessary, but his diligence amply supplied the 
want of numbers. 

In the month of May, having been advanced to 
the rank of rear-admiral of the red, he shifted hi*^ 
flag on board the Foodroyant ; and during the 

iHrty-cightcighteeo-pQond cartridge*, filled, one htmdrtdiBd 
forty, twelre-poood ditto, foar bundird and filVy, lix-pointd 
ditto, twohondred and »ixty-cight, fbur-pound ditto, twenty- 
fire, tlirce- pound ditto, eighty eigjit t»o- pound ditto, eighteen, 
eighteen poaoder gaD*^ good, and two hundred *hiJt, two, 
ttrtlTe*potmdsr gtau, good, ud nine bnodred thot, Toot, »u* 
ponnden, good, and two nine hundred end ctgbty*fire 

•bot» four hundred hiinB grenade*, filled, ninety nice piLei, 
and ninety halberti*; three thoosand two hondred inclu of com. 

K. B* No small arms, except those U»d down by the French 
tioop*. 
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two succeeding months, was unremittingly em 
ployed in the re.-coirquest of the Neapolitan terri- 
tories, and the expulsion of the French hordes, 
not only from the southern parts of Italy, but the 
papal states also.* On his arrival at Naples, the 

* The various leading events in which his lordsliip was con- 
cerned, and which he so happily brought to a glorious termina- 
tion, during this period of his service, cannot be more concise- 
ly or interestingly given, thp,n by the insertion of tlie following 
official correspondence. 

' Extract of a letter frpm "Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, K. B. 
to Evan Nepean, Esq. dated Bay of Naples, 27th of June. 

“ I am'happy in being able to congratulate their lordships 
on the possession of the city of I^aples, St, Elmo is yet in 
thehands'of the French; but the castles of Ovo and Nuovo I 
took possession of last evening, and his .Sicilian majesty’s co- 
lours are now flying on them,” 

Extract of another .letter from Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, 
dated Bay of Naples, 14th of July. 

“ Herewith I have the honour of sending you copies of my 
letters to the commander in chief, and the capitulation granted 
to the French in St. Elmo. All the chief rebels are now on 
board his majesty’s fleet, -Capua and Gaieta will very soon be 
in our possession, when the kingdom will be liberated froip 
anarchy and misery. 

“My Lord, ‘tFoudroyajit, Bay of Naples, 13th of July, 

“ I have the pleasurd to inform you of the surrender of Fort 
St. Elmo, (on theterms of the enclosed capitulation), after open 
batteries of eight days, during which time ouf heaVy batteries 
tt'cre advanced within one hundred and eighty yards of the ditch. 
The very great strength of St. Elmo, and its more formidable 
position, will mark with what fortitude, perseverance, and ac- 
tivity, the combined forces must have acted; Captain Trou- 
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prospect of public affairs was as disastrota as jt 
possibly could be , die troops of France were iq 

bjidge wij the officer *clected for the comipind of tU the fbrcc^ 
linded firtin the iqoadroQ t CapUin BjII asni cd him for teren 
day*, till hu lemcea were wanted at Malu, when htt place win 
ably nippUcd by Capum IlaQoircll an officer of the n^oat du> 
tingolihed merit, and to wbpm Captain Trqobndge exnmte| 
the higbeit obhgaiioQ Captain Hood, with a gerr toh for the 
caitlcofNqoTo, and to keep good order m oe ^pital, anar* 
daotu talk at time nusaho landed from iheaqndroQi and 
I hare the pleasure to te I yoo. that no capimi U more qtnet 
than Naplei I tmiuroit yon Captain Troo ndge'a letter to 
tnci with returns of killed and woonded } I have alio to lUie 
to your lordship, that although the ahtUtiei and rejourtei of my 
brare fbend Troubndge are well known to ill the wcirld, yd 
even he hid difficoloee to irrugglc with In even w*y, ahich the 
iCate of the capital will easily hhog to your idea, that bu rauet^ 
hii great character even higher than it m before 

** X *tD» 

f Right Hotu Lord Emib, *• Ninof,'* 

coannander lo chief, 4(C,” 

w Mt Loan, " Fondroyaijt, NipleaBay, July lyth, 
*» Hi* S-cdiaD mijciry arnred in iJu* Day on tie loti, and 
immediately houted hu nandard on board the Pomlroyanq^ 
where hu majetty lull remain* with aQ hu mlnutert. 

•' J hare tie boooar to be, 

« NiLsoa ” 

J^dmiralry-office, Sept a, <799* 
Diipatchei, qf which the following are copjc’, were ibtf 
morning’ reedred by Mt. Nepean, from Rear axlminl L-ord 
Nclion, commanding hi* majeity'* ^p* and rmel* in the 
Mediterranean. 
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fquiet possession of the'castle of St, Elmo, and all 
•the other different fortresses which defended the 

« Sir, , “ Foudroyant, Bay of Naples, August' ist. 

« I' have the honour to transmit you copies of my letter to 
the commander in chief, with its several, enclosures, and most 
•sincerely congratulate their lordships on the entire liberation of 
,4he kingdom -of Naples from French, robbers, for by no other 
name can they be called, for their conduct in this kingdom. 
This happy event will not, I .am sure, be the less acceptable, 
from being principally brought about by part of the crews of 
his majesty’s ships under my orders, under the coinmand of 
Captain Troubridge. His merits speak ■‘for .themselves ; his 
'Own modesty makes it my duty to state, that to him alone is ^ 
the chieif meritdue. The commendation bestowed on the brave 
and excellent Captain Hallowcll, willnotescape their lordships’ 
notice, any more than the exceeding good conduct of Captain 
.'Oswald, Colonel "Strickland, Captain Cresswell, to whom I or- 
'dered the temporary rank of major, and all the officers and men 
-of the marine corps; also the party of the artillery, and the of- 
ficers and men landed from the Portuguese squadron. 

“ I must not omit to statC'that Captain Hood, with a garrison 
‘Of.^eamen in Castle Nuovo, has for these five w'eeks very much 
.contributed to the peace ofthe capital ; and Naples, I am told, 
was never more quiet than under his directions. 

" I send Captain Oswald, of the Perseus bomb, with this 
Tetter ; and I have put Lieutenant Henry Compton (who has 
.served with me since January 1796,) as a lieutenant, into the 
Perseus, and I beg leave to recommend those two officers as 
^ighly meriting promotion. 

V 

“ I have the honour to be, &:c. 

' ' Nelson.” 

^ \ 

My Lord, Foudroyant, Bay of Naples, 1st August. 

“ I have the honour to transmit you copy of Captain 
'T'roubridge’s letter to me, and the capitulation of Capua and 
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city ; thecar^inalRuffb bad moreover ignominious- 
ly signed a disgraceful armistice and convention, 
Dot only with the French genend, but also with the 
Neapolitan rebels. The terms of tbe treaty, how- 
ever, which had been agreed to with the Prince 
Carracioli and others, who were the principal lead- 
ers of the revolution, Lord Nelson refiised to ac-' 
cede to, and a motley, but spirited army, compos- 
ed of English, Russians, Turks, Portuguese, and 
Italians, immediately commenced offensive opera- 
tions. Such was the activity of these confederated 
friends, such was the assistance rendered them by 
Xx)rd Nelson, and the.ptBccrs under his command, 
that on the 12th of July, the batteries of the be- 
licgers being then ready to open j the guns of St, 
Elmo, which was the last fort that resisted, nearly 
all dfamounted, and tbe defences very much da- 
maged j the garrison proposed to capitulate, on 

G&etfl, iez. Too mxh prsiie^auisot'be pven to Ctpolo 
Troobridge for hii ironderfol eimion in brragijig tboai tbe« 
happj errotf, and in so short a space of licoe ) Ctptafn Hitl- 
lovell Hm also tbe greatest meriti Captain Osvald, whom I 
send to England with a copjr of mj letter, ii an officer nsost 
blthlf deterring promotion. I have put Lieotenant Compton, 
who has serred da a lleotenant with me from Jaooaiy 1 796, 
in the Persens bomb, in his room, and whom 1 recommend to 
year lordship. 

“ I sincerely congtitolate yonr lordship on tbe entire Ubc- 
ritioQ of tbe kingdom of Naples from a band of robbers, and 
am, with the greatest respect, 4 .x. 

Kigbt Hon. Lord Kntb. com* 
nander in chief, tc.** 


« Niuo«.' 
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condition of laying down dicii* arms, embarking 
for France, and submitting to be prisoners of war 
on their parole, untibthey were rcgtilarly cxclinn- 
ed. Foreseeing ibe event, his Sicilian majesty, in 
compliance with his lordshijr’s wishes, quilted Pa- 
lermo, and arrived off Naples two days before the 
.'surrender took place. On the i^lh, iiaving hoist- 
ed his standard on board the roudroyant, in tlic 
bay of Naples, he had again the satisiaction of be- 
holding his metropolis reverted back, to the domi- 
nion of its lawful sovereign. On this oceabion he 
justly and allccUonatcly complimented Lord Nol- 
'son, by saying, that be bacl re-conquered bis 
kingdom for him, and placed bim once more on 
the throne of his ancestors.” 

Although much bad already been done, the nf- 
fairs of the Neapolitan kingdom required a conti- 
nuance of exertions to place them in a state of per- 
manent tranquillity ; Capua aiul Gaeta, which still 
remained in the possession of France, were as yet 
to be reduced j they were attacked ; attack and 
conquest became almost synoninious terms.' The 
garrison of Capua surrendered as prisoners of war, 
but to that of Gaeta the more favourable terms 
were allowed, in consequence of the fortress bed ng 
only blockaded, and not besieged, that its defen- 
ders shojuld be at perfect liberty from the hour they 
were lande’d in France, in both these capilula- 
' tions, the true spirit of French friendship, and the 
'extreme danger of accepting it, were, displayed iq 



1'86 '■ ^lElSlOIRS *07 

the strongest coldure. The rebellious NeapoHtaijJ, 
Jifvho had most traitoro'usly and unwisely joined the 
enemies oflbeir country, and constituted the head 
of what •was called the Evolutionary party, were 
abandoned to their fate; nnd the roiscHes which 
the country had undergone, were in some degree 
'atoned by the execution of the principal leaders, 
under a sentence regularly passed on them by the 
co'urt, constituted to take cognizance of their of* 
fences. 

The trailquUlity of the Neapolitan kingdom be- 
ing thus reestablished, Lord Nelson extertded his 
views to the further removal of those very troublc- 
wme segoumers, the French, even to the remotest 
part of northern Italy, CiWta Vecchia was block- 
aded by Commodore Troubridge, and the French 
general, Grenier, consented to evacuate Rome,' 
and all the papal territories} thus was a prophecy, 
said to have been madd in respect to Lord Nelson, 
on his arrival at Naples, completely verified : 

^af he ihndd take Romr by ids bhib^.” Wc 
roust here insert, as one of the most curious in- 
dices of his raind, a private letter written by hinj* 
tnhU much, esteemed friend, Ucutenant'^overnor 
I-ockcr, in thewery middle of that huny which 
the very important service he was engaged in must 
have occasioned in his mind. We have already 
cispressed our opinion as to the interest due to do- 
cuments of this nature, and believe there arc ver^ 
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few persons who will cherish an idea contrary tp 

pur own. ■ . ' 

' The present ccrtaiply displays sentiments of phi- 
lanthropv", strength ot jeugmcnt, --na ever)'' requi- 
site of rpind necessary to form the friend^ the 
statesman, and the hero, in such glowing and de- 
lightful colours, that it would be commiting a 
species of sacrilege to his memory, to teay it from 
public view. , ' 

My Dear Friend, PaltJrmo, Feb. 9th, 1799. 

“ I well know your.ow n goodness of heart will make all due 
allowances for my present situation, in which truly I have not 
the time, or power to answer all the letters Trecciye at the mo- 
ment j but you, my old friend, after twenty^seven. years ac- . 
quaintar.ce, know that nothing can alter my attachment and 
gratitude to you ; I have been your scholar. It was you 
who taught me to board a Frenchman, by your conduct when 
in the Experiment. It is you who always hold, “ layaFrench- 
ipan close and you will beat him;” and my only merit in my 
profession is being a. good scholar. Our friendship will never 
end bat with my life, but you have always been too partial to 
me. 

“ Pray tell Kingsmill, that it was impossible I could attend 
to his recommendation ; indeed I had, not being, a commander 
in chief, no povyer tp napa^ an agent ; remember mp kindly to 
him. 

“ The Vesuvian republic being fixed, I have now to look 
out for Sicily-; but revolutionary principles are so prevalent 
in the world, that no monarchical government is safe, or sure 
of lasting ten years. ’ . ’ ' 

“ I beg you will make my kindest remembrances to Miss 
. Locker, and all your good sons, and be}ieve me ever your 
faithful and affectionate friend, 

Nelsok.” 

Lieutenant Governor Locker, Royal 
Hospital, Greenwich,’’. 
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It was in consequence of tfje signal servipcs ren- 
dered by his lordship Co his Neapolitan majesty, 
thit not long after the restoration of the ancient or- 
der of things in the chy of Naples, that monarch' 
presented him with the valuable gifts already men- 
tioned, and also conferred on him the title of Duke 
of Bronte ; with the several advantages of domain, 
and revenue atta{±ed thereto. The Neapolitan 
standard was still displayed on board the Fondroy- 
an 1 5 and after continuingncarly 6vc weeks on board 
that ship, his majesty returned back with his lord- 
ship to Palermo, which city be reached on the 9th 
of August, His arrival converted irtan inatint de* 
«pondency inlo gaiety? as though he hod carried, in 
his hand, the magic wand of pleasure. The inha- 
bitants, and the court of Sicily itself, ap^red to 
have forgotten the horrors of war, which, though 
somewhat removed, still raged ftmously round 
dhem, as if all apprehensioD of danger was com- 
pletely exdnguishcd by the mere presence of their 
tutelary friend, and guardian. ** The court of Pa- 
lermo,” observes a private letter, written at this 
-time, " is now the chosen seat of ro\al galctyj 
and nothing can be more brilliant than the fetes 
which have been given to the hero of the Nile, par- 
ticularly a J^tc chamJiitTc in the royal gardens, 
by their majesties. A temple of glory was erect- 
ed in the gardens, on which were placed three 
■figures as large and as natural as life, modelled in 

wax: the centre figure represented Baron Nelson 
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of the Nile, Duke of Bronte in Sicily, dressed in a 
full British uniform ; on the brows of the figure 
of the noble admiral was placed a wjeath of laurel/ 
which his majesty with his own hand took from the 
waxen figure, and placed it on the head of the real 
hero, who wore it .through the whole of the enter- 
tainment, which was very superb. Egyptian pyra- 
mids were placed around the temple's, on which 
were described the names of the most distinguish- 
ed heroes of the war,' English, Neapolitan, Rus- 
- sian, and Turkish ; while on the'zunick, or robe 


of fame, were embroidered the names of those he- 
roes in particular who fought in ‘the battle of the 
Nile. The music was superb ; and all the opera 
band, with Seneslno at their head, .sung Rule 
Britannia,” and “ God save the King,” in which-- 
they were chorussed by the whole assembly, who 
had been previously drilled to the English pro- 
nunciation.” ' 

^ t . " 

To that, of wdiicb the account has been just 
given, may be added a second, scarcely inferior In 
brilliancy,* according to court etiquette, the pre-' 
tended host and author of the fete v/as the. Enncc 
Leopold, a youth of nine years of age, who had 
-.then just -entered on a course of nautical .educa- 


tion, being intended for the sea se 
majesties, with the ' nobility, the a 
chief officers'of the English, Eussian 


G.i.irais, ar.J 
f and Eurk-'sa 


squadrons, then in the port, 
the royal youth, appropnare' 


■ere all present; erf 
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dinstc nsval oiEcer, offici&tcd on the occnsioS 
as master of the ceremonjcs. Among other 
fplendid parts of t)ie entertainment, was exhi- 
bited a most magnificent fire-work, represent- 
ing the engagement off Aboukir, and conclu- 
ding with the explosion of L’OrienL To re- 
peat the variety of compliments offered hfs lord- 
ship on this, and similar occasions, would become 
less interesting, because the desert which proejured 
them has never been doubted ; certain it isy that 
in this instance at least, the varied bononrs so li- 
berally, yet not too profusely shewn to this great 
man, could not render the Ncapofltan court sub- 
ject to that charge of flatter)-, which has been lo 
often considered one of the vice* of foreign coun- 
tries.' The people, from the prince to the pea- 
s^c, were grateful cnobgb to pay proper adora- 
tion to their preserver, and compliment, or adula- 
tion were completely out of the question. 

The tribute paid to his lordship was not confined 
to the temtories of the two Sicilies-; Rome herself 
felt the services he had rendered her, and joined 
most heartily in displaying her warmest tokens of 
esteem and veneration. The arrival of the British 
thips under Commodore Troubridge at the month 
of the Tiber, had fortunately prevented, for that 
time, the removal to France of all the rdre works 
of art, as well of painting as of sculpturt, together 
with the most valuable remnants of antiquit}v 
whichshc poESC5scd,aU which, the rapacioushaodv 
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of the French banditti had, according to their 
wonted custom, most violently seized, and were 
engaged in the absolute act of causing to be 
transported to their own country. 

So critical an escape failed not to make a 'most 
sincere and lasting impression on the minds of the 
people, and on the g6vernment itself ; and it was 
immediately resolved to erect a superb monument 
tO' their deliverer in one of .the most conspicuous- 
parts of the city. His lordship being informed of 
the deterrhination, returned the . following very 
polite answer to the proposal. 

Dear. Sir, “ Palermo, Dec. 19, 

** Sir William Hamilton has been so kind as to communi- 
'cate to' me the distinguished honour intended me by the inha- 
bitantSj-by you-, and other professors and admirers of the fine 
arts at Rome, to erect a monument. I have not words suffi- 
cient to express my feelings bn hearing that my actions have 
contributed to preserve the works which form the school of 
' fine arts in Italy, which the modern Goths wanted to carry off 
and destroy. 

That they may always remain in the only place worthy of 
them, Rome, are 'and will be my fervent wishes, together with 
the esteem of. 

Dear Sir, 

' ** Your most obliged servant, 

“ Bronte and Nelson.” 

-The - distressed state of -the ' Maltese garrison 
caused, at this tiine, every possible exertion to be 
made by France for its relief. Every ship that she 
was possessed of in those seas was equipped in the 
, hope of effecting .this grand' desideratum of ser- 


1 
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vice. The -greater part of them fell Wctimi to 
their temerity, and it must have proved the^eatest 
satisfaction, -while at the same time it appeared one 
of the roost singular coiocideoccs of circumstances 
that ever took place, that the only two ships of the 
line, which bad made their escape after the'en- 
counter at Aboukir, fell afterwards into-thc hands 
of Lord Nd&on, or of officers employed under his 
orders. The first of these was * the Gencreux, 

* The vigilince of the findih •ntiopated the infctitiofl of 
France, of altetnpaoj to throw soccoora ioto Lx Vglette j Lord 
Keith, who thea conmULoded in chief id the Meditemoeu. 
directed Lord NeUon to keep « ttnet lool^oo^to modtrxrd of 
the iduid, with the ifaipt tutdet hu orden, while he himielf 
kept cloee la with the nooth of the harbour, m the Qoeen 
CbiHoue, end aerenl fingttn or ama lleT reiiela, to that he 
i^ight olnmately intercept the eocffij, ibonld they be et^ for* 
tnoue enoogh to elode the ngOance of Lord Nelton. rhie 
Utter, howerer, proved ncceuroli the ctraumtancea which 
fed to It K ill be belt expUincd by the foBowing letter. 

roodrcyant at Sea, off Cape di Corro, right leagoca W. 
of Cape Fauaio, offahoicabont four miiei, Feb. iBth. 

^ Mt Loed, ^ ' 

Thii morning at dar light, bang in company with tic 
liipa named m the margra,* I nvr the Alexander in chate of^ 
a line-of bitUc ihip, three fngatet, and a correttc t at about 
right o'clock »be fired revera] abot at one of the cnemy^a fn* 
gate*, which itrocl.. her coloora, and Icarinj hrt to be lecnrtd 
' by the ihipa nitem, concinoed the bhaie:. I directed Captain 
Gonld,of the AuHacioqi, andthe KlCorao bng, to take charge 


t^rthtunberland, Audaclottt, and El Corjo bng. 


LORI? VISCCT 




commanded bjr Adrnircri C-->'Xv.vV 

month of Febniar}-. r.'rrdcw : ^ 

ofthisriiri. At ialf past cno-. c:‘’0“' < ' . . 

J j ^ ‘ N vvV<,<,'y;,x 

tacked to tns '^Tfc-tward, bet tK- b-r^j-oA^attV <''''v , 

^ \ ‘ H > *' ^ 

able to tack TnAout comine tcacctccntt^''' A’,. V . v '’ 

^ V\I \\f , \'’,v 

up. The scccets being to leenrard. CitctiV' ^^t.\ 

judgment and gallantry Jay acres? hi? Hny-. j^V' 

with several broadsides j inpassing the French shi-'V j 

several shots struck the Success, by which one man >v.i^ killed 
and the master and eight men wounded. At half past linn (he 

FoudroyantandNorthumberland coming up, the former fired 

two shot, when the French ship fired her broadside and strucl- 
her colours. • She proved to be the Gcncrcux, of 74 pun," 
bearing fc Bag of Rear.adnin.! Ferret-, con,n,a„dcr in cl,ier„l 
Ae FrenclMral force i„ tj:e Mediterranean, J.aving a n„„ber 
0 mops on board ftom Tonloit, bound for the relief of Malta 
l attnbnte onrtncccta tiia day to be ptincipnily otving ,o‘ 

e,tttet.cgo„d^anagen,cntofLicotena„t M'iJIia.-n HarrtV- 
to »bocomntand.tneAIe,-nnc!£r, in the abtene^ r-r Can-t 

Mi and 1 03 Each pissed trith the galkr- r 

':t “■ hc“ai::T ' 

8»oJ condo:: orCap-3in .Martin, and Sir £aVa.a o'.'.A: 

r, „ •fiUdrewTfQ — 'r-. - 

tbc Fccirorr^ -V. ^ ' ' = - ' ' 

We rsr* ‘--C: — -'r-rremre-.'” 

- — f-rrtitscara '•■‘'ri-- >■ - - ' 

■■=:fe3 i tri A 

' /ccnor6rbh cret-. 
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feq? saSuuosjad paqBjcs ;soUi aqj Xq ^bUOst^ 

' IBAUJB siq uo diqspjo^ siq o; pisd uopusiliB aqx 
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had prevented his being personally concerned in 
the encounter just mentioned, still continuing to 
operate against his assuming the active function of 
a naval commander, he was under the necessity of 
'Striking his flag, and proceeding to Trieste, from 
whence he passed to Hamburgh. The attentions, 
the respect, and the honours, he received in all the 
principal cities he passed through while on his jour- 
ney, were unprecedented, perhaps, but certainly 
not unexpected, or unmerited : they proved only 
that the inhabitants of other countries than Britain, 
appreciated 'his merit equally with those of his 
own, and that partiality was totally unconcerned 
in the adoration, paid him by the latter. 

Notwithstanding his lordship had landed at 
Trieste in the month of June, so weak was the con- 
dition of his health, that, added to the delays he 
unavoidably met with in his route, the month of 
October arrived ere he reached Hamburgh.- The 
■Queen of Naplesherself accompanied him so far as 
- Vienna, as though unwilling to quit, till the last 
moment, the society of the man, to whom she pro- 
.bably owed her existence, and to a certainty, the 
rank.of sovereign, which she then held. On the 
eve of their quitting Palermo, her majesty pre- 
' sented his lordship with a picture of the king, hav- 
ing on the reverse the initials of her own name, 
the whole richly set, with diamonds. 

The attention paid to his lordship on his arrival 
at Vienna, by the most exalted personages at tliQ 
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however, Iwing at the time of the capture* oat ot 
health, was not on board. The same cause which 

to exptea the high tcnie ofobligttioa I feel myjelf under to 
CapttiuBlackwtjodfor hl» prompt and tble conduct In leading 
the Ime of battle ihips to the enemy; for the giUantrjani 
■pint 10 Hghly coniplcuoct In him, and for his admirable ou* 
nagement of the frigate. ToyourdiicriinicatingjodgmcBi xt 
U onwccmiy fo remark of what real rtloe and Importance, 
such in officer miut erer be couiidered to bts majesty’s terrice. 
The termloatlon of the battle mut be attributed to the spirited 
fircof the Foodroyant, whosccapalo. Sir Edward Berry, Tai 
Justly added another laurel, to the many be lus gained during 
thewar. CapUruBbck-oodspeakslnTrTyhJghiermj ofiie 
tedre and gallant conduct of Captain Long, of the Vinetjot 
daring the night. And I beg tomentitn the lerrlces ofCap' 

^ tttxu Broaghton tod Miller. The crippled eoaditlcn of the 
Lioa and Foadroyaotnudeltoccestary for one, to diieetCap* 
tain Blackwood to take poisession of the enemy, cake him in 
tow, and proceed to Syracuse. 

1 receiTcd the greatett possible assistance frotn LlecteniBl 
Joseph Paty, senior officer of the Uob, and from Mr. Speoce, 
the muter, who, together 'with the other officert and ship’s 
company, shewed the reott detemrined galUntiy, Captaiiu 
Sir Edward Berry and Blackwood, bare reported to me the eoe 
gallant and animated behariour, lu the officers and crews of 
their jcspectire ships. 1 am sorry to «y, that the three ships . 
hare suffered much in killed and wounded; and that the lots 
of the eocm/*Is prodigious, being upwards of two hnodred. 

I ftfer you to the enclosed reports for further particulirr, as to 
the state of blimajcsij|4 thlpi,aiidlaee the honour to recialn» 
Sir, tec, fLc. Mawlit Duo't, 

* r. E. The GuBhaume TcJl Is of the largest dimeniloci, and 
■■ carries thirty-ilapooDders on tho lower gtm deck, twenty-feur 
poondfn on the main deck, twelrc pounders o» the guartcr 
deck, and ihinjr*twi> carronades on the poop. 
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had prevented his being personally concerned in 
the encounter just mentioned, still continuing to 
operate against his assuming the active function of 
a naval commander, he was under the necessity of 
'Striking his flag, and proceeding to Trieste, from 
whence he passed to Hamburgh. The attentions, 
the respect, and the honours, he received in all the 
principal cities he passed through while on his jour- 
ney, were unprecedented, perhaps, but certainly 
not unexpected, or unmerited : they proved only 
that the inhabitants of other countries than Britain, 
appreciated '•his merit equally with those of his 
own, and that partiality was totally unconcerned 
in the adoration, paid him by the latter. 

Notwithstanding his lordship had landed at 
Trieste in the month of June, so v/eak was the con- 
dition of his health, that, added to the delays he 
unavoidably met with in his route, the month of 
October arrived ere he reached Hamburgh. The 
.Queen of Naplesherself accompanied him so far as 
- Vienna, as though unwilling to quit, till the last 
moment, the society of the man, to whom she pro-r 
bably owed her existence, and to a certainty, the 
rank.of sovereign, which she then held. On the 
eve of their quitting Palermo, her majesty pre- 
' sented his lordship with a picture of the king, hav- 
ing on the reverse the initials of her own name, 
the whole richly set. with diamonds. 

The attention paid to his lordship on his arrival , 
• at Vieima, by the most exalted personages at thq 
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imperial court, had rarely been exceeded by thal 
shewn to any visitor whatsoever. The emperor 
fcccivcd him as a prince j at Prague, that ever to 
be revered character, the Arch^Jukc Charlet, 
treated him as his equal ; and the senate of Ham- 
burgh, seemed to consider him as a person of 
superior order to themselves. In short, greater 
honours could not have been paid to him, though 
to have paid him less, would have been ingrati- 
tude. As to hifi reception in England, we shall 
content ourselves with repealing the unadorned 
account given of it, in the different journals and 
periodical publications of the day, remarking, that 
whatever a narrative so quoted may be deficient 
in what is called literaiy elegance, tha^ defect is, 
almost invariably, fully compensated for, by its 
truth and precision. 

“ His lordship landed at Yarmouth on the 6lh of 
No^'cmbc^, after an absence of three years. The 
instant he stepped on Shore, the populaceas scmblcd 
in crowds to greet the gallant hero of the Nile, 
and taking the horses from his carriage, drew him 
to the Wrestlers Inn. The mayor and corporation 
immediately waited on his lordship, and presented 
him with the freedom of thetovvn^ which had been 
already voted to him for his eminent scn’icct. The 
infantry' in the town paraded before the inn where 
he lodged, with their regimental band, paying 
every military honour, and firing feux dc joyc 
of musquetry apd ordnance till midnight. The 
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corporation in procession, with a number of re- 
spectable officers of the navy, attended his lordship 
to church, to join in thanksgiving with him. All 
the ships in the harbour hoisted their colours, and 
every honour was paid him by the admiral of the 
fleet, Dickson, who endeavoured to evince, by 
every means in his power, his respect for him. 

“On leaving the town, the corps of cavalry un- 
expectedly drew up, saluted, and followed the car- 
riage not only to the town’s-end, but to the boun- 
dary of the county. On the 8th his lordship 
arrived in London, and alighted at Nerot’s Hotel, 
King-street, St. James’s. The noble peer, who' 
was dressed in full uniform, with three stars on his 
breast, and two gold medals, was w’-elcomed by re- 
peated huzzas from the crowd, which the illustrious 
personage returned with a low bow. In his way to 
town, be stopped at the house of his father, who 
how^ever had left it on the Friday for London, and 
the first interview between them, together with 
Lady Nelson, was in the hall of Netot’s ‘Hotel. 

“ On the 9th, being Lord Mayor’s day, his lord-' 
ship was invited to the civic feast, and joined the' 
cavalcade in its way to Guildhall. When the pro- 
cession reached the top of Ludgate-hill, the mob 
took the horses from his carriage, and drew him to 
Guildhall, amidst repeated huzzas. All the way 
he passed -along Cheapside, he was greeted by the 
ladies from the window^s with their handkerchiefs, ' 
and the loudest acclamations. At six o’clock the 
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company sat down t6 a very sumptuous dinner. 
After the usual toasts had ^one round, a very 
elegant sword, richly ornamented, the handle gold, 
with blue enamel, studded with diamonds, the 
guard supported with anchors, and the figme a 
crocodne,asemblemadcalofthegTandc?cnt,w hich 
had been voted to his lordship by thd corporation, 
after the battle of Aboukir, was presented toliim, 
with the following appropriate address, made by 
Mr'. Clarke, the chamberlain of the city. 

‘ ** Lord N'elsok, 

“ In cheerful obedience to an unanimous reso- 
lution of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
aldcrraeo, and commons of the city of London, in 
common council assembled, 1 present your lord- 
ship with the thanks of the court, for the very im- 
portant victory obtained by a squadron of his ma- 
jesty's ships under your command, over a superior 
French fleer, ofFthe mouth of the Nile, on the iit 
of August, 1798 : a victory splendid onddccisivci . 
unexampled in luval history, and reflecting the 
highest honour on the courage and abilities of your 
lordship, and your officers, and the discipline and 
irresistible bravery of Dritish seamen 1 and which 
must be productive of the greatest advantages to 
this country, and to ever)' part of the civilized 
world, by tending to frustrate the designs of our 
implacable enemy, and by rowing other nations 
to unite and resist ihcir unprincipled ambllion. 

As a farther testimony of the high esteem 
which the court entertains of your lordship’s public 
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services, and of the eminent advantages which you 
have rendered your country, I have the honour to 
present your lordship this sword. , , 

The consequences of* the action I am thus 
called upon to applaud, are perhaps unequalled in 
the history of mankind. A numerous army, which 
had triumphed in Europe over brave and veteran 
troops, commanded, by officers of the most esta- 
' blished reputation, landed in Egypt, under the 
command ofhim,who now sways the Gallic sceptre, 
with designs of the most ambitious and extensive 
nature. One of their objects, as acknowledged by 
themselves, was to annihilate by degrees the Eng- 
lish East India trade, and finally to get into their 
possession the. whole commerce of Africa and 
Asia. Such were the gigantic views of our im- 
placable foe j.and such confidence had they in the 
fleet which conveyed them, and in’ the station it 
took on the coast of the devoted country, that it 
bade defiance to the whole navy of Britain ; but 
at this momentous period, the Almighty directed 
your lordship as his chosen instrument, to check 
their pride, -and crush their force as a maritirne 
power, during the present contest. The circum- 
stances attending this grand display of providential 
interposition and British prowess, must interest the 
feelings of every Englishman, Had a space been 
chosen to exhibit to the world a struggle for supe- 
riority in nautical skill and personal valour, be- 
V ^ween the two greatest naval powers of the globe^ 
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none could h^vc been more happily sdeefed. The 
three grand divisions of the antient world were 
'witnesses ; and the shores ^hich had beheld the 
dcstructionof the Persian navy by the GrccLs, and 
the heroic acts of Sesostiis, now resounded 
the echo of British thunder. To your lordship 
belongs the praise of having added gloiy to such 
a scene . the heroes wo applaud, would themselves 
have applauded usj and he, who ages since led 
his three hundred against an almost countless 
host, might on that proud day have wished hiin- 
selt a Briton. 

“ TTie thanks of } our country, my lord, attend 
you j its honours await )ou , but a higher praise 
than c>cn these imply, h yours. In the moment 
of unexampled victory, you saved your country— 
in the next moment you did still more— you ex- 
emplified that \irtue, which the heathen \vorld 
could not emulate i and in the pious Ksn Kohj 
Domtne! of your modest dispatches, you ha\e en- 
forced a most important truth — that the most in- 
dependent conqueror felt, in the most intoxicating 
point of time, the influence and protection of him, 
whom our cncniici, to their shame and ruin, hid 
fooliihl) and impiously defied. May that same 
power, my Lord, c%er protect and rc\*ard)ouj may 
it Jong, scry long, spare to this empire ro illus- 
trious a teacher, and so potent a champion.” 

To this cp-cch the noble lord mode the fol- 
lowing :hort, but impressive reply: 
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Sir, 

“ It is with the greatest pride and satisfaction I 
receive from the honourable court ///is testimcnyo^ 
their approbation of my conduct ; and with this 
njery sword (holding it up in his left and remaining 
hand) I hope soon to aid in reducing our impla- 
cable and inveterate enemy to proper and due 
limits, without which this country can neither 
hope for, nor expeft a solid, honourable, and per- 
manent peace.’’ Nav. Chron. Vol. 4. p. 429, 

Although these instances just recited, as being 
the honours paid him by a public body, claim pre- 
cedence, yet they were at least equalled by those 
■which he 'experienced from individuals of all ranks. 
Popularity certainly was never more justly, or more 
honestly acquired. 

It might now have been expcfled by his coun- 
trymen, and all the rest of the world, that his lord- 
ship should have retired from the fatigues of public 
'.duty, for a short time at least. The services in 
which he had been engaged, had enervated his body 
indeed, but produced no eflect on his mind. The 
necessities -of his country appeared to require 
his presence and assistance, and his pulse beat 
too high with the true energetic feelings of a firm 
. and honest patriot to allow his passing into retired 
or private life, while the flags of the enemies to 
■ his country flouted as it were in defiance of her. 
He was raised .to tlie ranl-c of Vicc-x\clmiral of 
the Blue on the ist of January, 1801, it being 
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Tien- of the strength opposed to Great Britain by 
the northern confederacy,' though perhaps the 
ostentations pride of an Englishman may be dis- 
covered in the act. Opposed as the navy of Bri- 
tain was, by all the southern' maritime powers of 
Europe, it certainly displayed her magnanlmout 
spirit, to give her character the most quiet of all 
names, that she should, environed as she was with 
foes, provoke as it were the encounter with new 
enemies. The nav^ of* Denmark consisted of 
twenty-three ships of the line, not perhaps in the 
best condition for remote scr\nce, but certainly 
capable of action for home defence, with the tri- 
vial exception of one, or two only. Exclusive of 
these, she possessed upu-aitls of thirty frigates and 
smaller Vessels, independent of gtrard-sbips, Tlie 
navy of Sweden \\*ai not inferior in numbers, but 
far superior in point of equipment. Her naiy 
consisted of eighteen ships of the line, fourteen 
firigates, sloops, and oilier vessels of war, together 
with seventy-four gallics, and smaller vessels, cx- 
clusWcof gun-boats. The marine of Russiadoublcd 
the amount of both; it comprized cighty-two sail . 
of the line, together with forty frigates, and n con- 
siderable number of smaller vessels; several ships 
of the line, however, were unfit for service. Of 
the force now stated, there were at Cronstadt, 
Revel, Petersburgh, and Archangel, forty-ic^cn 
sail of the line, but the whole of the Russian ficct 
was badly manned and ofHccrcd. Nolwithstandrng 
Russia produces every species of naval stores, the 
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greatest part of the ships were in a very indiffer-^ 
ent state of equipment. 

Notwithstanding this important advantage, it 
was evident to every political observer, that the 
aggregate force of the northern confederacy 
would attain an height extremely formidable, if 
not injurious to Britain, provided the armaments 
belong-in^ to the different countries could be once 
brought to act in unison, and concert with each 
other; but the difficulty of effecting that mea- 
sure, the experience of all preceding ages, and 
the example of all former confederacies, very 
few of which succeeded in their projects^ have 
fully proved. 

Although the British nation appears to have 
roused her strongest energies, for the purpose of 
breaking by force of arms that ‘league, which 
threatened to become so extremely dangerous to 
her, she still remained unwilling to draw the 
sword of war, While the smallest likelihood ap- 
peared to exist; that it could be permitted to re- 
main peaceably and tranquilly within its scabbard, 
Mr. - Vansittart, properly invested with a di- 
plomatic character, preceded the arrival of the 
British fleet, and having reached Elsineur on board 
a frigate, bearing a flag of truce, on the 20th of 
March, a conference was immediately held by 
that gentleman, in conjunction with Mr. Drum- 
mond, the British minister at Copenhagen, with 
the Danish court. The demands on the part of 

? , 
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Britain, "n'erc the secession of Dehfnark from tht 
northern alliance ; the allowance of a free passage 
ttrough the Sound to the British fleet, and an 
ahandontaent of the ayslem of tending, in fmure, 
convoys for the protection pf Danish tnerchani 
vtsSels. These proposals being rejected without 
hiutation, the British plenipotentiaries receised 
passports for their return 

Such, hoikevcr, tvat the existing force of that 
80 long continued national connexion, which sub- 
sisted between the people of England and of 
Dcnmhtk, that although the government of both 
countries appeared at variance n ith each other, 
the people themsebes seemed unwilling to be- 
come parties in the quarrel. Notwithstanding a 
positive order was officially issued in Copen- 
hagen, for all persons in that city, and through- 
out the Danish dominions, who owed allegiance 
to the British government, to withdraw, very 
few felt themselscs so far interested in tljc or- 
' dcr, as to obey itj and in justice be it Said, Tn 
no instance whatever was it known, that either 
the freedom of the person, or the safety of the 
property, was in the smallest degree violated. 

It now appeared fiJtcd beyond revocation, that 
Ihc dernier retort, the appeal to arms, was, re- 
Eoh-cd on ; so the c\ ent pros cd j and the British 
fleet, during the night betsseen the aad and lyd 
of March, sailed from Anholt tO Gillcicte, on 
'the northern coast of Zealand, where it came to 
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anchor : even in this critical posture of afTnirs, 
Britain appeared willing, to the latest moment, 
to avoid encountering the miseries of war. On 
the 27th of jMarch, Sir Hyde Parker, acting un- 
der the instructions he had received, and watching 
most correctly to ascertain the intention of Den- 
mark, ns to her future hostile or pacific con- 
duct, dispatched a flag of truce to the goyernor 
of Cronenberg castle, with the following note : 

From the hostile tr.msactions of the court of 
Denmark, and sending away his Britannic ma- 
jesty's charge d’affaires, the commander in chief 
of his majesty’s fleet is anxious to know, what 
the determination of the Danish court is, and 
whether the commanding officer of Cronenberg 
castle has received orders to hre on tlic British 
Beet as they pass into the Sound, as he must 
deem the firing of the first gun a declaration of 
war, on the part of Denmark. 

(Signed) Hvpe Parklr.” 

t 

To this the subjoined answer was returned : 

I have the honour to inform your excellency, 
that his majesty the king of Denmark did not 
send away the charge d’affaires, but that on his 
ov/n demand he obtained a passport. As a 
•soldier I cannot meddle with politics ; but I am 
not at liberty to surfer a fleet, whose intention is 
not yet known, to approach the guns of the 
castle, v/hich I have the honour to command. 
In case your excellency should think proper to 

p 2 
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•make any proposals to the king of-Dcnmarl:,’ I 
wish to be mformed thereof, before the fleet ap- 
proaches nearer to the castle. 

(Signed) “ HeeB. Str,icker.*' 
On the receipt of this note the British com- 
mander in chief immediately again addressed the 
governor. 

** Finding the Intentions of the court of Den- 
mark to be hostile against hU Britannic majesty, 
he regarded his excellency*! answer as a dedara- 
tion'ofwar, and, therefore, agreeable to his in- 
structions, could no longer refrain from hostilities, 
however reluctant it might be to his feelings. 
But, at the same time, the admiral would be 
ready to attend to any proposals of the court of 
Denmark, for restoring the former amity and 
friendship, which had for to many years subsisted 
between the two courts. 

(Signed) ** Utde PARtta,” 
On the joth of March, the wind having be- 
come favourable, the British fleet passed the 
Sound, the key of the Baltic ; and notwithstand- 
ing the difficulty that had been previously appre- 
hended by persons, who were fond of anticipat- 
ing diasten, it was effected without the smalktt 
injury to the British fleet*. 


* The anaaed iccoent of the lereril trantictlcmi imfoe- 
diiiel/ pTtcediiij, tod daru»g the cf the Swei, 

It ii ceminty t taort cwrect, to will It moit protabljr protc, 
the moil laurtfUag tmucikm thii cocU beglrta. 
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The scene of future contest was now open 
and the prospect is-descrlbed as wonderfully Htted 

Early on the morning of the :8th of May, dm admiral 
made the signal for seeing land; and on the 19th, abontnoon, 
we made theScaw, which was the first general rendezvous of the 
fleet. The Scaw, or Scagei;, is a low point of land, the most 
northerly of the peninsula of North Jutland. Apparently 
sandy and barren, distant from Marstrand island, on the 
Swedish shore, ii or 12 leagues. On both these points the 
Danes and Swedes have erected light-houses; towards the 
support of which all vessels that pass the Sound, or enter 
the Swedish ports, are obliged to contribute. The passage 
between the Scaw lights and the Cattegat, is considered the 
entrance of the Cattegat. 

At a period, when every delay, liowcver trifling, must 
have been favourable to the northern coalition, and when it 
was well known that the Danes were miking every possible 
effort to obstruct the passage of the Sound, and render Co- 
penhagen inaccessible to the approach of our gun vessels, it 
excited a general surprise that our fleet did not pass the Cat- 
tegat with a'strong N.W. wind, which was favourable, and that 
by lying to, and standing so many hours off the Scaw, the ad- 
vantage should be lost resulting from expedition, und par- 
ticularly so when the mildest wipter known for many years in 
these climates, had left the passage of the Sound, and the 
navigation of the Baltic, completely open, 

From the 21st to the 2^'h, we had, in general, foul winds, 
heavy falls of sleet, snow, "and rain, which, added to a chilling 
cold, caused the officers and crews to suffer considerable fa- 
tigue. The Russell had partedTrom the admiral, in consc- 
quence 'of having been ordered to take the Tickler gun-brjg 
in tow, on the 13th, and this circumstance had nearly cause4 
-her destruction: she having, in her endeavours to preserve 
this vessel during a dark and hazy night, been drifted on a 
lee-shore, where she would inevitably have perished, but for 
the unexampled exertions of the officers and crew, 


N 



mM0iK5 or 


2U 

to cxdte a Tarlety of cmotionfi, mixing, or suc- 
tccding each other, • of the liveliest and most 

Dwlog tie ntgotiitJoni that were carried on, preriotii to 
oar paariog tie Sooad, as isddent occarred, viici, tioagh 
trirul ia Itielf, maj Uod to point out tie mode of thlrVlng 
tics p ic r a leot at tie coart of Denmark, snd the perfect itate 
of »ecBrtt 7 in wHch the Dinct coniidered themrelm at the 
time* An officer of dUtinction, iigi in firoar with tie 
prince, came on board tie admiral, whi a rerbal •ci*er to 
one of ooT propoiali { aod finding tome dlScnltjr in eapretrlDg, 
with efficient aocimcT, tie fcotimenu of bis coart, war re* 
qoeited to conunaoJeate tVg> In writing. The pen wiki 
had been brought for this pnrpcac iippening to be Ul-pomtcd, 
he held it op, md obierred with a rarcaitk smile to time 
aboBtiim, ** If jroar gtras arc not better pointed than yeor 
pens, yoa will make Utile impression on Copenhagen.'’ 

Scarce had tie admiral declared ib intniJen of ferdog tie 
pasuge of tie ^nnd, when be was lednced to rtlirqQtih it, 
by tie rnggestloni of tcune ignorant aod designing pHota, who, 
from moUm of fear or inicTert,had considerably exaggerated 
tie diffienlfics and dangers of tie enterprize , and had repre- 
sented, as mech core practicable and less iazanlens, tie drcnl- 
tons puiage of lie Great Belu Tie vague and Inaccnrate ac> 
coanti list had been commonicated respecting tie prrpsratkni 
cf tie Swedes, and tie strengtiofHtliiobergcastle, wlere, as 
h has since appeared, there were monttnl only eight effcciivc 
gam of imaU calibre I the difficoluts in an ioiule country of 
repairing the calanlties that injgbt be exp«icd in puiIng tie 
enemy’s fortit tie duadvaetage of a soniierly wind, with 
some other Important eomiJeralioni t and per hap lomc ictrtt 
pradentiil cotiTti, appeared to fix the dciensieaiion of the 
Hrgtbh admiral. The s6ii, at day break, tie Sect got ort- 
derwergh, and stood to tie westward, for the porpcir, at it 
wai genmUy WiereJ, cf patiing tie Great Pelt- Capuha 
Mcnty cf tie Edgar, an geuve and intelligent oGccr, wio, 
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affecting nature ; a splendid theatre appeared for 
war and victory j but the face of nature, and the 

the preceding summer had surv'cycd tliis entrance to the Baltic, 
with a degree of accuracy hitherto unkno\Vn, proffered his 
services to lead the fleet. It was now concluded, from the 
high opinion of this officer’s professional abilities, and the 
facility with which the passage might be clFccted, in a place 
where the Danes had but one guard-ship, his offers would be 
accepted; but they were not. On the 26th and 27th, several 
vessels from the Baltic, under Prussian colours, passed the 
Sound ; and were permitted to proceed, although it w.as 
known that Prussia was acting hosiiloly against Great Britain at 
that lime. The order given on the 28th to prepare for battle, 
an order always received by British tars with acclamations of 

'1 

joy, at length relieved us from a state of despondency; and, 
together with some previous m.anccuvres of the admiral, con- 
vinced us that the passage of the Sound w.is decided upon. 
Nothing but the appointment of a popular leader was now 
wanting, to maintain and direct to the .accomplishment of an 
enterprize, that spirit of heroic enthusiasm which served to 
pervade every bosom ; and fortunately for the English nation 
this service was allotted to the Hero of the Nile, who had so 
often led the British tars to glory. 

The afternoon of the 29th was principally employed in .clear- 
ing the ships for action, which was done with an alacrity and 
expedition unexampled in the history of naval events ; and it ■ 
-now rernained to overthrow, by the fpree of cannon, a popular 
error, which all the power of reasoning could never have re- 
; moved. It had long been a r.cceived opinion in Europe, that the 
possession of Cronenberg castle gave to the Danes an uncon- 
trouled command of the passage of the Sound; and the Danes 
seem to have so far adopted this opinion, and .to have profited 
by the imaginary advantage .of their situation, that for pipre 
than a century they have exercised the undisputed right of levy- 
ing contributions on all vessels, in proportion to the value of the 
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recollection of a common interest, a common 
religion, and a common origin, or character, with 

cirgo, trading to and from the Baltic. The tadt inent 
giTcn by the Enropein power* to thii fligrant impc*iucm, tp. 
paiently jmtifitd by the caikcuon of tune, lo far confirmed 
the Dane? in the ral>dit7 of tht* opudou, that they coimdertd 
any eegmentitioo to the work* ei roperfloooi ; and relying 
on the co-opcTition of die Swede*, had DCjkaed, by floating 
batterie*, to render the cpproach of the Eaglwh more difficult 
than otherwijK it might bare beta. The «npd being at-fa* 
Toorkble ti the motf tangoioe crptctatlon coolduinirc, the 
idaural, to the laetprettlble joy of the whole fleet, made, on 
the morning of the 30th, the aignal to weigh apd form the 
order of battle. The nomination of the congaeror of Abon. 
kir to lead the ran din*Km, atemed almdy en happy prvtage 
of ▼icter7. and diffitaed a epid^ coofideste and emutatlooi 
whkh the name ef Nd«OQ never Cdli to umte among 6rith|i 
leimen. Sir Hyde Farher acted with ht* didnoo in the rear, 
t* a etrft it rtttrw bneh wia the promptitude dnplayed in 
exeentnig die order* to form i Irot, and to engage, that at 
half pate »lx the Monarch, appointed to lead the fleer, wu co 
far adranced, that the enemy commenced a heavy and well* 
rtpportei fire, from the whole fine of tbdr poimora, which 
wat iaiontaneotaly reterned from the leading ihip*, and from 
*ome of thote of the centre and rear dlvbion*. 

, No ooeciTcaa-»rince doring the operation^ of ihlt mefnoTa-> 
ble day contributed *0 cfficadooily lowanb their oltlmatc icc* 
ce»» ai the lUence of the Swcdiib batterlci VTiac might hare 
been the raouve* that determined the condoct of Sweden on 
ihli occajlon, whether a tecret mliondcrunJiBg between the 
ccoTti of Stodtholo and Copenhagen, or apprrhenil ti that 
the town of Heliloherg would meet a fate *Imi!ar to ihn of 
Elnneor, It it impotaihle to dctennlnc | bat ceruio It Ii, that 
pot a iinglc ihot wia fired on the p#rt of the Swede* j lod at 
half paat ten, every ilup had paiatd the Sound wiihool having 
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the nations on tbc shores of the Baltic, could not 
but impress every' intelligent and feeling mind 
with sentiments of regret; these in the midst of 
all the apparatus, and almost in the very throat 
of war, tend, in some sort and degree, to har- 
monize the mind to peace and concord. No- 
thing in the northern parts of Europe, or of Asia,' 
presents a prospect equal to the channel of the 
Sound, the territory of Denmark on the right, 
the islands of Salcholm and Amak, with ^ part of 
Zealand, and the capital of the kingdom, Co- 
penhagen, nearly in front. 

On the coast of Denmark appe.ars a continued 
succession of rich plains, woods, meadows, su- 
perb mansions, neat villas, pleasant gardens, 
adorned with all ' the embellishments of art j 
while the Swedish shore exhibits excellent pas- 
tures, a mountainous and picturesque coast. The 
island of Nuen, celebrated for the observatory 
of Tycho Brahe, arrests the attention of the pas- 
sing vo5'ager. To the eye, looking back from 
thence, the fortresses of Elsineur, Cronenberg, 
and Helsingburg, seem to unite, and to bound on 

f 

sus^njsd the slightest casualty, except six or seven men 
killed or wounded on board the ^^is, by the bursting of one of 
her lower deck guns, ' 

Thus ranished, like the baseless fabric of a vision,. tliat 
chimajra, on tvhich the Danes had founded a most lucrative 
imposition, and obliged the captains of English merchantmen 
to submit to insults, and rude injustice, that ought nev'er again 
tp be tolerated. - ■ 
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ttc north, a vast lake ; but as soon as it ad- 
vances, it discovers the sea, and the whole cx- 
leot of the plain of Copenhagen } its port filled 
with vessels, and its cultivated environs. On 
fthe side next the sea. this city presenU itself in 
all its magnificence. It is sisiblc at the dis- 
tance of several miles. The gothic towers with 
wbicb it abounds, and which, from a distance, 
form a majestic appearance, engage and fix the 
attention of the spectator, by the height of tficir 
spires, as well at by the varict)* of the omamcnls 
with which thc}» are decorated. The number of 
inhabitants exceeds eighty thousand. It contains 
•the principal fortress of the countr>', the 0cct, the 
marine arsenals, the only university in Denmark, 
several academies, a superb library, a veterinary 
school, a school for cadets in the sea and land 
Bcn’ice, a museum containing a great variety of 
rare and curious objects, a number of fine edi- 
fices, statues, and monuments of every kind. The 
streets arc for the most part broad, and well paved. 
There are excellent footways, as in London, and 
everywhere the signs of comfort, >Tea]th, and 
ma^ificcncc. The garrison, in time of peace, 
consists of six regiments of infantry, the foot 
guard, the horse gu’^ji, a corps of artillery, a 
corps of marines, amounting in the whole to 
about ten thousand men; to which may be added 
the city militia, the chief officers of vhich are 
appointed by the King, and rank among the offi- 
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cers m the army. The fortress of Frcdcrickstudt, 
supported on one side by the batteries of one of 
the arsenals, defends the entrance of the harbour, 
\vherc there is besides another battery, and where, 
in case of necessity, a number of flat-bottomed 
boats and floating batteries may be stationed, as 
in fact they were in the present juncture. Such 
was the city, the capital of a congenial and long 
friendly nation, that was now pointed out as an 
object of attack to the British navy. 

The first apparent difficulty being overcome, 
the second, certainly the most important, in- 
stantly presented itself 5 it was no less than the 
attack of the capital of Denmark, as has been 
already observ'-ed, the city of Copenhagen. As 
on the success of this enterprize the event of 
the campaign solely depended, so were the most 

industrious and active means used to ensure it. 

\ 

Lord Nelson, with that ardour which ever charac- 
terized his conduct, voluntarily stood forth to en- 
counter with his best exertions of mind and body, 
the apprehended danger. The offer of his serviees 
-was accepted, and the command of the squadron 
selected for the attack, conferred on him. The 
necessary position' to be taken upon the occasion, 
together with the passage to it, were very little 
known, and extremely intricate ; but it is the 

I ^ 

part of great men to overcome such impedi- 
Iments. His lordship personally attended to eveiy 
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preparatory itiensuro, he saw the soundings accu- 
rately made under his own eye and ob>CT\*3tion, 
and the several buo\s laid, which were to direct 
Ihe passage of his fleet : the fatigue was exces- 
sive, and had nearly proved too grievous for his 
lordship’s, delicate constitution, and inhrm state of 
health ; his ardour and acal, however, enabled 
him to overcome cvciy obstacle j and Iui\nng ar- 
ranged all these nccessaiy preparatory measures, 
he is said, with that truly Christian spirit of devo- 
tion, which marked every action of his lifc^ to 
have exclaimed, “Thank God, for having ena- 
blfd me to get tlixough this difficult and fatiguing 
part of my duty, which has really worn me down, 
^nd is infinitely more grievous to me, than any 
resistance I can experience from an enemy.” 

According to the plan of operations arranged 
between his lordship and the commandci in chicG 
the former was to proceed with tw’clvc ships of 
the line, all the frigates, bomb ketches, Iirc-ship% 
and other vessels, to Draco Point, a short dis- 
tance from Copenhagen, for, the purpose pf mak- 
ing his last dispositions for the attack, and w'aiting 
fora favourable wind to the southward, to effect 
that purpose^ ITie commander, in chief, it was 
agreed, was to weigh anchor with his divhion, ni 
the same time his lordship proceeded to the ai-^ 
tack, and menace, by his advance, the crown 
batteries, together with four ships, or hulks thqt 
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lay near it, for the protection of the arsenal, as 
well as to cover any vessels that might have tiic 
misfortune to be th’sabicd, in his lordship’s attack. 

On the second of April the signal for that en- 
counter, 'vvhich v.-as to decide the "destruction of 
the northern confederaev, or the humiliation of 
England, was displayed by his lordship.^' The 


The folln\vin_^ orders- were givc’i for the attack: 

As Vicc-Adnura! Lord Nelson cannot with precision maik 
the situation of the dilTercnt descriptions of the cr.emy’5 
floating batteries and smaller vc'-scL, lying between their two- 
deck ships and haiks, the ships which arc tO be opposed to the 
floating batteries, S:c. will find their stations by obsen ing the 
stations of the siiips to be opposed to the two-decked ships 
'and hulks. 

LINE OF BATTLE. 


rEdgar, 

These ships are ‘to 1 Ardent, 

Are in passing on Glutton, 
to their stations, j Isis, ^ 

L Agamemnon,' 


1 

i 


I 

I 

« 

j 


Arc to kad in suc- 
cession.' 


The Edgar to anchor abreast of No. 5 (a sixty-four gun 
ship hulk). The Ardent to pass the Edgar and anchor abreast 
erf No. '6 and No. 7. The Glatton to pass the i^rdenc and 
anchor abreast of No. 9 (a sixty-four gun ship hulk). The 
Isis to anchor abreast of No. 2 (a sixtj-four gun ship hulk). 
The Agamemnon to anchor abreast of No. i. 


Bellonk.’f 
■ -Elephant, 

^ Ganges, 
Monarch, 
Defi<ince,' 
Russell,* 
Polyphemus, 


I^To take their station and anchor as is pre. 
scribed by the following arrangements. 
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particukre, and thfc events which look place, and 
to which it gave birth, arc mojt accurately and 

Mcmorttidem. No. i begtiu with the cnany’i fint ihrp ta 
■emthward. 

^ rAguneuniotu* 

* J Deiirre is to fotlow Asramem. 

* *+ =’*1 nm. aU No j. 

I lt u hoped the IHircc*i fire 
•ill not onl/ rake No. j, hot 
Also rake ihne s doatjn^ lurte* 
rks. Cjpt.RoiC btophcethe6 
gem^ngr (oastorakeihcnaUo 
5 64 ..... *7 Edgar. 


gtre httfttetrtiw 
the Qbttoo. 


5 64 ..... *7 Edgar. 

tfePontoon .... lo) 

Tirrijauholk. . . 

BfSnun, 00 eooj vuible 1 ^, 

1 A iGUtioo. 

gi 04 <o 3 

TO Ship go o-boa 1 0 f 1 1 grnu 1 1 ") 
l.}r<m.ooo..or. . . 
lriFloaooEtatw.0, , .,j 

Ij 74 56 Elepfaot. 

l4CPootocn», or . . , 121 

l5iFleiting banerlci . laj 

16 64 . . « . . Mooarch. 

ly ^4 JO Defancf. ‘ 

18 64 . . • . . 30 Rajrti.* 

19 (4 ..... 30 PclTphsow. 

CA nmll lUp, ioppo»*7 

edtbofflb . . 5“ 

SUpj Burktd thn» (•> *ert uot laocdoo, Wogooibcat, 

though, from their iltaatioo, they were expowd 10 the <tie- 
iajr*!i fire. - 

*1110 lix goi>>boau, Cipcua Hoic b to place wiih the 
Jaonicj, to make a nVtng fiic opoo No. 1 • The piO'b'Mti. U 
b prmmcd, ouy get £krcooagi «.itera of So. s to ulce 
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concisely given, in the official report noiade by his 
lordship to the commander ih chief. It is neces- 
sary only to observe, that as the situation of the 

enemy was formidable ia the extreme, so was the 

\ 

Nos. 3 and 4; and Captain Rose is to advance with the ships 
and vessels under his orders, 10 the northward, as he may 
perceive the Britisli five to cease where he is first stationed. 

Nos. I, 2, 3, and 4 being subdued, which is expected ta 
happen at an early period, the Isis and Agamemnon are to cut 
their cables, and immediately make sail and take their sta- 
tions a-head of the Polyphemus, in order to support that part 
of the line. One flat boat, manned and armed, is to remain 
on the off side of each line of battle ship. The remaining 
flat boats, with 'the boats for boarding, which will be sent by 
Admiral Sir Hyde Parker,- under the command of a first lieu- 
tenant of the London, are to keep as near to the Elephant as 
possible, but out of the line of fife, and to be ready to receive 
the direction of Lord Nelson. ' • ■ ‘ 

The four launches, with anchors and cables, which will be 
sent by Admiral Sir -Hyde Parker, under the command of a 
lieutenant of, the London, to be as near the Elephant as possi- 
ble, out of the line of fire, ready to receive orders from Vice- 
Admiral Lord Nelson. 

The AJemene, ^Blanche, Arrow, Dart, Zephyr, and Otter 
.fire-ships, are to proceed under the, orders of Captain Riou, 
of the Amazon, to perform such service as he is directed by 
Lord Nelson. . ‘ , 

The Agamemnon could not wea'ther the shoal, and was 
not in action. The Polyphemus couH not get further than 
No. I, so that Nos, 14, 15, 16, 17 , 18 19,. and 20, were op- 
' posed to the Elephant, Ganges Monarch, Amazon, Blanche, 
Alcmene, and Arrow ; addeu to which, there were two bat- 
teries on shore, one mounting thirty-six brass twenty- four 
pounders, and four mortars j the other fifty-two brass twenty- 
Tour 'pounders. 
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resistance most gallant and determined. Lord 
Nelson himself bore the'most' decided testimony, 
of the high opinion with which the bravery of the 
defenders had impressed him ; hehasbeen known 
to declare repeatedly, that the attack of Copen- 
hagen was, of all the encounters in which he had 
ever been engaged, the most tremendous. 

During that pause of action, which, as we 
shall presently sec, took place in the afternoon 
of the day of attack, lie declared to Colonel 
Undholm, aid-du-camp to the Crown Prince, 
who waited on him svith a message respecting a 
flag of truce which he had sent, that " the French 
fought bravely, but that they could not have stood 
an hour, the fight whUh the Danes maintained 
for four; I have been, said his lord^ip, in one 
hundred and five engagements, in the course of 
my life, but that of to-day was the most terrible 
of all.” » 

* The Brimh o&cUl dlifotclict kIoxitc to tltc stuck oo 
CopezJugcD. 

<* Sit, “ Copfahagui Rcsib, April 6, iloi» 

“ Yen vin be plesicd to tcqosSat the Lonli Coatoli* 
rioi^er* of tbe Adnilnltp, thit uece mjr letter of the I3tl of 
'Wircb, oo opj^rtirtity of «riail offered for going Bp Uie Soend 
*tmt 3 tbe i5ih, when tte widd tUAcd la t laot rkilent iqmll 
from the S. \V. to N. W, and oonh, tnd blew witit iccL rio- 
lenet, tnd with fo grrtt ■ ret*' ti to render U Impctiible fjr 
•tf ihlp to' ha*e weighed her anchor. The wind tod tea 
were eten »o Tiolmt u to oblige ontr/ ib(p» to let go a tc- 
ccad aachor to pr e re s t them fromdriTuigi notwiihrticdiflg thry 



tORD VISCOUNT NELS'ON. 


225 


■ Nothing indeed, without the slightest suspicion 
tlf flattery be it said, could exceed the firmness 

were riding with two cubits an end ; end, by the morning, tlic 
wind veered again to the southward of the west. On the 30th 
of iast month, the wind liaving come to the northward, we 
p.isscd into the Sound with the fleet, but not before I had as- 
sured myse'f of the hostile intentions of the D.incs to opprsc 
our passage. After anchoring about five' or six miles from 
the island' of Huin, I reconnoitred with Vicc-.^dmiral 
Lord Nelson, and Rear-Admiral Graves, the formidable 
line of ships, radcaus, pontoons, galleys, fire-ships, and 
gun-boats, flanked and supported by extensive batteries on the 
two islands called The Crowns; the largest of which was 
mounted with from 50 to 70 pieces of cannon ; these were again 
commanded by two sr.ips of 70^guns, and a large fri . ate in the 
inner road of Copenhagen and two 64 gun ships (without 
masts), were moored on the flat, on tlic starboard side of the 
entrance into the arsenal. The day after, the w'ind being 
southerly, we again examined their position, and c.imc to the 
resolution of attacking t'.,cm from the southward. Vicc-Adt 
n.iral Lord Nelson, having cfFjrcd his services for conducting 
the attack, had, some d.iys before we entered the dound, 
shifted his flag to the Elephant; and after having examined and 
buoyed the outer channel of the middle ground, his lordship 
proceeded with the twelve ships of the line n.amcJ in the mar- 
gin,'^ all the. frigates, bombs, fire-ships, and .all the small vessels, 
and that evening anchored o'F Draco Point, to make his dispo- 
sition for the attack, and w’aitfor the wind to the southward. 
It was agreed between us, that the remaining ships W’ith me 
shculi' weigh at the same m.omcnt Ins Lfardshlp did, and .me- 
•nace the Crown batteries, and the four ships of the line iliaf 

Elephant, Defiance, Monarch,' Bellona, Edgar, Russel,' 

' Ganges;’ Glation, Isis, Agamemnon, Polyphemus, Ardent.' 
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aiid intrepidity displayed by the Danes, and nc-' 
ser was there perhaps any situation whatever, 

lay attic enttanct of tic anenali ajatto to cortronrinjallcJ 
fclu|a as ttcjr came oot of action. 

1 Jure now tlie hooonr to cncfoic a copy of ^'Tce. Atlmhal 
Lord Ndjon’i rcpon to me of tlic action on the ad lojuot, 
Hu lordship hai itated *o foUy the whole of ha procee d ings 
on that dijf, as only to leare mo the opportunity to testify ray 
entire acquiesecnce and teitimoay of the brarery and intrepi. 
dity wkh which the action was supported ihronghonc the line. 
Was it possible for me to add anr thing to the well earned 
renown of Lord Nelson, It would be by aiicfilng, that hts 
ejertions, great os they fcaaeheTetofoie been, nerex were ear- 
ned to a ^igher pitdi of xeal for bit tonjitry's icrrict. I have 
only to lament that the sort of attach, conioed within an in- 
tricate and nanow pasoge, excluded the ships ponuDUrly un- 
der my command from the oppcrtonit) of eshOdting their 
valonr } but I can with great troth atsert, that the taine spirk 
and xeal animated the whole of the £eci; ard I trott that the 
<coQ*cst »a which we are engaged, will, on som* fuiure day, 
offord them an ccciiicn of showing that the whole were in- 
spired with the lime ipirir, had the field been loScicnily rx- 
tcntire to have b ought it Into action. 

It Is wtUi the deepest concern I mention the lois of C*p- 
tims Moil and Rioa, two very brarc and gallant cScers, and 
whose loss, oj 1 am well infonreJ, will be seniibly felt by the 
6ro: ici they hare left behind them { ihr former a nif; and 
children, the lat'cr an aged mo her. From the kco«n gal- 
lantry of Sir Tnotnai Thompson on former ccaro'i, ihc 
ratal itrsice will hate lo regret the loss of the fj ure ex*r- 
tioni of that brave cfHcer, whose leg wii shot cfT. For all 
other particnlari, 1 beg Irate to rtfer their Lordibfi lo 
Cspiain Otway, who was with Lord Nelion lo the latter yrt 
of the tcuen, nnd able to icswer wy qaeitioai that r^y It 
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lliat called it forth more imperiously. The en- 
counter took place in the presence of a Prince 

thought necessary to put to him. A return of the killed and 
v.oundcd you trill receive hercwiih. 

1 h.ivc the honour to be, A’c. 

M Pakker. 

vSir, ** Elephant, off Copenhagen, 3d April, iSoi. 

“ Jn obedience to your directions to report the proceedings of 
the squadron named in the margin,*' vrhich you did n c the ho- 
nour to place under my command, I beg leave to inform you, 
that having, by tiie asristance of that able olliccr, Captain 
'lliou, and the unremitting exertions of Captain Urisbane, and 
the masters of the Amaaon and Cruiser, in pnnicular, buoyed 
the channel of the Outer Deep, and the position of the mid- 
dle Ground, the squadron passed in isfety, and anchored off 
Draco the evening of the first ; and that yesterday morning I 
made the signal for the squadron to tveigh, and to engage t):c 
Danish line, consisting of six sail of the line, eleven Boating 
batteries; mOuniingfrom twenty-sii twenty-four pounders, to 
V eighteen eighteen pounders, and One bomb ship, besides 
schooner gun-vessels. These were supported by the Crown 
Islands, mounting eighty-eight cannon, and four sail of the 
line moored in the hnrbour^s mouth# and some batteries orr 
the island of .Amak. The bomb-ship and schooner gun- ves- 
sels made their escape, the other seventeen sail arc sunk, 
burnt, or taken, being the whole of the Danish line to the 
southward of the Crown Islands, after a battle of four hours; 


* Elephant, Defiance, Monarch, Beliona, Edgar, Russel, 
Ganges, Glatton, Isis, Agamemnon, Polyphemus, Ardent, 
Amacdn, Desiree, Blanche, AJcir.cnc; sloops, Dart, Arrow, 
Cruiser, and Plarpy ; fire-ships,. Zephyr Und Otter; bombs. 
Discovery, Sulphur, Hccla, Explosion,' Zebra, Terror,' and 

Volcano. ’ 
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beloved and adored t in the ver/ front and 
view of the . metropolU, where the* parents, 

, Fr^m the very iotricue niTigiUon, the Eelloni ud Rei- 
•el tmfortiraately grounded t \mt tlthoogh not in the rinaiton 
aMigtted ^cm, yet to placed u to be of great »erTice. The 
Agatnemnon could not xreatber the thoal of the middle, aiwl 
wu cdjltged to aochor { but not the imalleit blame can be at* 
tacbed to Captain Fancoort i it waa an creel to which all the 
ahipt » ere liable. Tbeie aradenu prerented the exteciion of 
Our line by the three iblpt before mestronedf who would, I 
am coeddent, hare iHcnced the Crown Itlindi. the two outer 
lUps in the harboar'i mouth, and premted the beary lo<i in. 
the Dehance and Monarch, and which onhappHy threyr the 
gallant and good Captain Rica (to w^om I had gtren the com* 
mandof the frigatet and ilocpi named In the margin,* touilit 
the attack of the ihlpa at the harbour** Booth,) under t rery 
b«ry fire i the coaaequeece haa beett the death of Captain 
Rloa, and many brxre oSecr* and man in the frlgatet and 
ipoopi. The bombi mere directed and took their atationt 
tbreait of the Elephant, and threw rotne ihelb bro the ane* 
naU Captain Roie, who roltmtected hi* wrtlccr to direct 
the gnivbrtgj, did etcry thing that wat pouible to get them 
forward, but the correat waa too »trong for them to be of 
terrice dorbg the action } but not the le»* merit it doe to Cap*, 
uin Roic, and, I bebert, all the o!Bccn and creuiof the 
gun*brigi, for their exertion*. The boali of those ihlpi of the 
fleet, mho were not ordered on the attack, afforded nt carry 
aniitince ( and the officen and men who were In them, merit 
my w a r m cit approbation* The Peilree look her itation Ja 
rakbg the ioathcmmoiiDaru»h»hjp of the Hoc, and pcfformei 
the greatett lerrice. 

The action bcgio at fire mmotrt pjit inu The tie, IrJ, 
byCaptainCcorge Murray of the Ed^ar, who »et a noWc ei* 


Blanche, Akmcnt, Dan, Arrow, Zephyr, and Ottrr. 
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the children, the relatives, and friends of the de- 
fenders, were not only spectators of their gallant 

ample of intrepidity, which w>s as well followed up by every 
Captain, officer, and man in the squadron. It is my duty to 
state to 3'ou the high and diitinguislicd merit and gallantry of 
Rear-Admiral Graves, To Captain Foley, who permitted me 
the honour of hoisting my flag in the Elephant, I feel under 
the greatest obligations, his advice was necessary on many, 
important occasions during the battle. I beg leave to express 
how much 1 feel indebted to every Captain, officer, and man, 
for their zeal and distinguished bravery on this occasion. The 
Honourable Colonel Stewart did me the favour to be on board 
‘ the Elephant ; and himself, with every other officer and soldier 
under his orders, shared with pleasure the toils and dangers of 
the day; The loss in such a battle has naturally been very 
Jicavy. Amongst many other 'brave ofiicers and men W'ho 
were killed, 1 have, with sorrow, to place the name of Cap- 
tain Mosse, of the Monarch, who has left a wife and six chil- 
^Iren to lament his loss; and, among the wounded, .that of 
•Captain Sir Thomas B. Thompson, of the Bellona. - 
1 have the honour to be, 5 ;c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

■KILLED. 

Officers, , . ■ . . 20 

Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers, 234— >2^4 

WOUNDED. 

Officers, .... 48 

Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers, ^51— "6^9 

Total killed and wounded, 943 

1 

Sir Hyde Parker, knight, who is now living, was the second 
son of Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, baronet ; he entered 
into the naval service of his country when very young, under the 
auspices and protection of his father; and after having served 
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conduct, butictDally depended on it as their sole 
hope, refuge, and protection, from the fury of then 

Cl a petty officer on board the Sqoiml, wii removed tnto the 
BrilLini i in which ihlp be promoted to the rink of Lien, 
tenant, on the 15th of Jinnary, lyjS Frotn thu lajp he 
acconipaoied his father, in the tame capacity, on board the 
Norfolk, then ondcr orden for the Eon Indies, and hnvicg 
tmvtd there, was rtrj rapidly promo^ to the rank of 
Pon-Captiin, by coramiulon bcarmg date Joly 18th, 1763, 
'The iblp he took the command of on ihb occciion 11 said, by 
Mr Hardy, to have been the Bcllaioc, though no snch ibip ap. 
peaji on the list of the royal nary, From thu penod ti 1 the 
year 1775 the rural annali are filcnt concerning thu gentle, 
man j in the Hiter year, bowerej-, we find him appointed to the 
Phtmiix, in which ship he almost immediately proceeded to 
North America, where he dudogauhed hm>eir in rarioci 
petty encoentert tn a most emiiient degree, and most partien. 
larly, when haring, on UrC 9th of Oct. 76, been detached will) 

the Ko*buck and Tartar ttoder hh orders, 10 force a pu 
sage, tf posdble, above (he Amcncao warki at jedfiy *s Hook, 
cm York Iiland, he, notwuhsunding the very great obiudes 
which the enemy had prepred to counteract bl» endravoors, 
10 gaUantly condacted the forte ondcr hU command, la uhtch 
be was brnrcl) s conded by the officers and men ondcr hu 
prders, that he completely overcame all difficnluet. For bi| 
conduct on thu occasion, huhlaj ity was pleased to confer on 
him ch hocoor of knighthood. Though Sir Hyde cootioued 
in active service in tlu. same i-ai for the two itcceediog yeast, 
nothing particularly iniereiuog tKCorreJ to raitc bu character 
higher ihaa It already was and tie Vhtrri* being In want of a 
CQiTpi^tc ripiir, he returned ,d bet 10 England a‘ oat ihehcgm- 
ning of the year 1779. 

Sir Hyde icHl retained the corarranj of the some ship, 
and It i-aving been pot In a state of complrie rtpair, he 
vras op.crcd at the clc« of the year 10 Jicuica, fer which 
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Rssnilants, The feelings of all ranks were, as . 

may easily be conceived, wound up to the high- 

> 

place he sailed in the month of December, in company with 
Sir George, afterwards Lord Rodney, who was destined for 
Gibraltar. Sir Hydef having parted company, proceeded 
with the convoy, which had been consigned to his charge, to 
the place of his destination, and having seen it safe into port, 
continued to cruise in those setts till the month of October, 
with considerable success against the enemy. 

A tremendous hurricane, which in the month last mentioned 
almost Jajd waste the whole of the islands in that quarter of 
the world, proved fatal to the Phoenix. She was wrecked on 
the island of Chba, after having received the greatest injury 
during the tempest •j of the crew, twenty werp unfortunately 
W'ashed overboard with the main mast; ^11 the remainder, to- 
|;ether with Sir Hyde, amounting to two hundred and forty 
persons, reached the shore in safety. In this disastrous and 
trying situation, the 'abilities of the commander shone con- 
spicuous ; by his exhortations the survivors were animated to 
use every exertion for their preservation, not only from theip 
immediate evils, but from those they might naturally apprehend. 
They were cast on a shore in the possession of their enemies, and 
a fate not much superior to that which they had so narrowly 
escaped, was the probable consequence of their being disco- 
vered. To remedy, however, and prevent as fan as possible, 
any such disaster from happening to them. Sir Hyde Parker,-- 
Avith indefatigable industry, caused a temporary fortificatipn tp 
be enacted, and haying procured spme cannon, together with 
ammunition, from the wreck, caused them to be mounted 
in the best manner he cpuld, so as to command the approach o^f 
the enemy. He had also the precaution to send off immedi- 
ately after the accident happened, his frst lieutenant, Mrl 
Archer, in one of the ship’s boats, to Jamaica, fpr assistance, 

- and had the good fortune, in seven days after the loss of the 
sjhip, to have his anxiety for his brave comjpaniona in distress 
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e?t pitch of sensibility \ but the fears, the hopes, 
and the presages of the individual, were lost in 

tlleTUted, by tbe irrfral of Tcoeh from tbe httef UUwJ, 
vMch conTC)eil tbem la nfrtjr to Monifjo Bijt which thty 
rcacW 9a the 1 jth of the nmc mootL 

Soon ifter the tbore onfonnnue erent. Sir Hyde irrlTed 
In EogUad, tad vm appointed to the GoHaili* of Krenty- 
four gum, a ihlp then onder cqmpment for the Chaaeel icr* 
vice. In thii command he tccof&pinltd Lord Howe in the 
month of September, lySt, on the erpeijitioo for the TeDtf 
of Gibraltar, and in the panUl encounter which tooV place 
on that occasion between the Bntoh fi»t and the combined 
armament of France and Spain, led the ran, and had fcormen 
killed, with one of hIi'‘lieotenaQb, and the matter, together 
i(tth fonrteca aeamen or marinci, wounded Price taking 
place toon after thli period, Sir Hyde rerareed to Eegland la 
the Goliath, and again culed to Gibralur on the 14th 
of October. 17S3: on hit teeond retem from thence* the 
Goluth being ttaboned u a gtonhihip at Portcoonth, he 
retained the command of her denag ihe cutomanly allotted 
period. 

On the ipprehettdcd rapture with France In the year 17S7, 
Sir Hyde wai appointed to the Onon, of lercaiy fbnr goet ( 
bat the point in dUpate being loon adjntcd, the Oricn vai 
put oat of commUiIoii, and Sir Hyde bceairc nncHiplojed. 
He condnoed In rttiremeoi from ih^ lerrice till the conih of 
I.liy, 1750, when he recdTed the rommand of the Bnmt* 
wick, cf terenty four guni, on the protpcti ofa topwre wUh 
Jipiin t but thli tlonn toco lobtlding like the prtcrdbg, Sir 
H)de again trtigned hu command. 

JIcmUiUci haring comraeocrJ agaimt Frirtce ia the year 
• 793’ Hyde war, on the i»t of February, promoted to the 
rank of rear idnirilof ibe white, and nccepteJ the lutlon 
of fini captain 10 ncf^admiral Lord Hood, *bo*i»arrJ^* 
edchicfiaccamandcjthcMcdUetractaojhe accordiegly pro* 
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ihe general concern; and the magnitude of the 
stake directed the minds of all to one point only. 

f ^ 

ceedcd with him thither in the Victory, from which ship he 
some time afterwards removed into the St. George, and hoisted 
his flag as commander of a squadron. On the 12th of April, 
1794, he was advanced to be rear-admiral of the red, and 
on the 4th of June following, to be vice-admiral of the blue. 
Not long after he had been raised to the latter rank, he was pre- 
sent at the partial encounter with the French fleet, in which 
engagement the Ca Ira, of eighty guns, and the Censeur of 
eeventy-four, became prizes to Admiral (since Lord) Hotham, 
who had succeeded to the command in the Mediterranean. 

s 

On the 1st of June subsequent to the above engagement. Sir 
Hyde was further advanced to be vice-admiral of the red. 
No other very remarkable occurrence happened during this 
gentleman’s service in those seas, except a second trivial skir- 
mish with the French squadron, on the 13th of July, suc- 
ceeding his last promotion, in which I’Alcide, of seventyl 
four guns, surrendered, but was afterwards unfortunately 
blown up. 

Sir Hyde returned to England in the year 1796, and was 
very soon afterwards appointed to the J amaica station, where, by 
the judicious arrangement of his cruisers, he most materially 
annoyed the trade of the enemy. Having remained on this sta- 
tion for the space of three years, he returned to England, and 
was almost immediately appointed to a command in the 
Channel fleet. Notliing interesting occurredjn this species 
of service, neither are there any further particulars worth 
noticing till his appointment to the chief command of the 
fleet destined for the Baltic, on which occasion he hoisted 
his flag on board the London. His conduct on this ser- 
vice was deserving of the highest encomiums. After the 
conclusion of the treaty, which the memorable engage- 
ment at Copenhagen produced, Sir Hyde struck his flag, since 
which time he has not occupied any active situation in the 
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judgment were gloriously displayed in the sight 
of his pcqple, and of Europe, to the humblest 

every difficulty that occurred, with the greatest intrepidity and 
firmness of mind. 

On his return from this expedition, he sailed for America* 
where nis uncle, Admiral Samuel Graves, held the chief com. 
mnnd. On this station Ire, on a great variety of petty en- 
counters, fully cs;ablishe4 that fame, the gcrnac of which had 
disclosed itself at his first outset in the service of his country. 
One particular instance, as it relates personally to himself, is 
here selected, as, perhaps, it affords the best criterion of his 
natural courage. WJiilc Mr. Graves was scarcely recovered 
from some wounds which he had received in burning of a 
vessel, and ws employed in a gun-boat at Noddle’s Island, 
opposite Boston, an American boldly left his companions and 
came forward, as if in direct challenge to the English: Mr. 
Graves, whose natural courage was roused by the daring in- 
sult, as he deemed it, instantly procured a musquet and 
bayonet, and stepped forward to meet him. AVhen he had ap- 
proached his antagonist within about fifty yards, the American 
seemed to decline the contest, which Mr. Graves perceiving, 
invited him to approach, stimulating him with the observa- 
tion, that the eyes of the two parties were upon them, and 
anxiously watched the result, and that as he gave the chal- 
lenge, so it was his place to advance and choose his distance. 
"This exhortation proving, however, of no avail, Mr. Graves 
pressed on towards the American, who appeared motionless, 
but in his eagerness fell into a swamp. An advantage im- 
mediately was taken of this accident, and his intended op- 
ponent fired his musquet, the ball of which narrowly missed 
- Mr. Graves, who, after firing his own without effect, was 
.obliged to retire, many of the enemy having by this time 
joined their companion. It was not without considerable 
danger, our intrepid countryman effected his retreat, and he 
was annoyed by the fire of the whole party. 



‘^ity.oM or 


caG 

ci:ircn, o*;; hcrcic mird and purpose scenrd to 
snlxatc and unite the trho^c: never hid the 

fit/.Gfim rmrtfi lo E*“tic.l wiii L’l r:tV t'*r jin'n*, 
at lua’TiictcttbcBnl *1* rrtttir-, rt/r icen Jc«oxf4:ri 
Cmc»io*T llctii-i HrV (o t>c coBttry \n tU urt 
If-Ttly a,*rt«rjtV*, bytu 
cf ihe <Wf*. l<l“e In tttty 

a.‘frj cf iiSctl'/ a*-l dif jfr. He rv^, l»5i*f»fr, 
/in<n<a« a-J aj t a f>f erf*C 7 Wit i* KitiJi'i. 

«r trr actcil Ii*.Ki <oe:r‘*TcrJ •itSF/tr^f, If 

ihfrrjh t'r mc^rfrhttrs cf hn »-l*- 
lico, UtiraJnnl Tlcrai Gratn.at icj t »i aitlo*, t-^*f 
fpTotttci to ly** Sitajc ttxpcfvir, lim »tiUan.'J r tie 
WfK Iblifi. \Vi;’» on liu •'fiKf ro c 7 ‘,-crt 
It rertiK Ht rcpiiiitai tat it l<r»f j ^rct ^^»'7 to »»j 4 ii u 
to AJ*nirjl AflftJifc', lie c-j --*> let la cliff ca tS 
AcetJ'^ft 5»?f. Crito wii tie t{ i>e^, a«4 

ij I {litu'ei t ’t <1/ aiJt ti.i bolt a»i iJr ‘i*, 

ripculi]! tj a iti i'tJTplr efrt Itf r.ii^ef ft 4. 

I j t < I «• ’p ef<*e J tj't i t.«t 

t 4 1 I*' I eui.^* M-t * f F L* e t^at fr n 

»V** ruit-t It to Ift.o-r In f d a-J pa’-t-.* 

1 li' *.C(t t* irjt .< •*» rtt a ^ rt wtfj, f ' %<>. 

A III; J “ iC tf pr-ifJ t » a* t' kV, ly 

7' •'* * r ^ f *•* •’ *-'* He 'f f J j*a*. ee I'e 

j * cliti ti, itIi* etU*i*r »lvK I'l,* koi^ u <i;'» t 

« I ill rat t* < '» l»r i*» Artf-ii 

/( i« t’-f *f A 'ni aJ Ai'^i* I’-'l ( t 

li »»Ti» «ri t C i' r'.* 

in' fi ' t I - ^ f 

r»j*j'e4 ! « i • n > - j.t r*«*4J *» i/ t} 9 , S 

«'*• 

i, L>* t' t t* 



LOJID VISCOUNT NELSO.N. 23/ 

/ * ’ ' * 

■s 4 

Danish, valpuf,- in: the brightest periods of their 
history, shone out with more distinguished lustre. 


frigate, then fitting oat at Halifax ; but preferring a more ac- 
tive line of service, declined accepting the command of her, 
and proceeded in the Bedford to the West Indies, on board 
which ship Commodore Affleck hoisted his broad pendant, which 
bore a most distinguished share in the encounter between Sir 
Samuel (now Lord) Hood, and the Count de Grasse, on the 
25th of January, 1782, in Basse Terje road; indeed in so 
great a degree t^'as the Bedford conspicuous on this occasion, 
as to be particularly noticed by the commander in chief. 
The 1 2th of April following added fresh honours to the bfO\v 
of Captain Graves, and raised his reputation, for intrepid 
coui^age and ability as an officer, still higher, if possible, 
before. After' the arrival of admiral Pigot, who succeeded 
Lord Rodney as commander in chief, when the fleet had pro- 
ceeded to America in the autumn of 1782, Captain Graves 
quitted the Bedford and took.the command of the Magicienne, 
of 32 guns, the same he had before been appointed to ; and in 
this frigate he was employed in protecting different con- 
voys to and from the West Indies. ' While on this service, 
tedious to an active mind, it was his fortune to have an op- 
portunity of distinguishing himself by an encounter, as des. 
perate as any that Had happened du)ing the whole war. 'On 
the zd of January, 17S3, he fell in with the Sybille French 
frigate, of 40 guns, having on board, besides her Own com- 
plement, 350 seamen belonging to le Scipion, which had 
been str.inded in Samana bay ; and another small ship of 24 
guns : the latter vessel soon struck, but took advantat.e-of the 
disabled state of the Magicienne to get off. Captain Graves 
had sustained so severe an action with the large frigate, that he 
had not a mast standing ; and though the enemy’s fire was 
almost silenced, and, an immediate conquest was expected, 
the Sybille being to windward, made her escape, although 
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Danish, valouf, in; the brightest periods of tiicir 
history, shone out with more distinguished lustre. 

frigate, then fitting out at Halifax ; but preferriitg a more ac- 
tive line of service, declined accepting the command of her, 
and proceeded in the Bedford to the West Indies, on Uoaid 
which shipCommodorc Afllcck hoisted his broad pend am .which 
bore a most distinguished share in the encounter between Sir 
Samuel (now Lord) Hood, and the Count de Gras'^e, on the 
styth of January, 1782, in Basse Terre road; indeed in sn 
great a degree \Vas the Bedford conspicuous on this occasion, 
as to be particularly iiOticcJ by the commander in chief. 
The 1 2th of April following added fresh honours to the brow 
of Captain Graves, and raised his repumtion, for intrepid 
courage and ability as an ofiiccr, still higlicr, if possible, than 
before. After the arrival of admiral Bigot, who succeeded 
Lord Rodney as commander in chief, when the fleet had pro* 
cccdcd to America in the autumn of 1782, Captain Graves 
quitted the Bedford and took the command of tlic Magicienuc, 
of 32 guns, the same he had before been appointed to ; and in. 
this frigate he was employed in protecting different con- 
voys to and from the West Indies. While on this service, 
tedious to an active mind, it was his fortune to linve an op- 
portunity of diitinguishing himself by an cncoumcr, as des. 
peratc as any that Had happened duiing the whole war. On 
the 2d of January, 17S3, he fell in with the Sybille French 
frigate, of 40 guns, having on board, besides her own com- 
plement, 350 seamen belonging to Ic Scipion, which had 
been stranded in Samana bay ; and another small ship of 24 
guns : the latter vessel soon struck, but took advantage of the 
disabled state of the Magicienne to get off. Captain Graves 
had sustained so severe an action with the large frigate, that he 
had not a mast standing ; and though the enemy’s fire was 
almost silenced, and an immediate conquest was expected, 
-the Sybille being to windward^ made her escape, although. 
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prowess in invading, than their descendants ‘of^ 

the nineteenth century did, in resisthig an invasion 

' \ ‘ 

on which occasion his innate gallantry amply displayed itself. 
His conduct called forth, and most justly, the praises of the 
noble lord himself, and his grateful country joined their appro-, 
bation by an unanimous vote of the thanks of both houses orpar- 
liament; nor was the sovereign unmindful, or neglectful in re- 
munerating his deserts; the most honourable order of the Bath, 
an order peculiarly destined for the reward of gallant exploits, 
'both in the sea and land service, was bestowed on him, and it was, 
perhaps, rendered more highly valuable to him, from his being 
invested with it, by the particular command of his majesty, 
by his heroic commander, who, on this occasion, represented 
the sovereign. Sir Thomas was promoted to be rear-admiral 
of the red on the 23d of April, 1804. He has, ^ince tlie 
commencement of the war, commanded in the home or chan- 
nel fleet, having liis flag latterly on board the Foudroyapt, 
but owing to an inflammation in his eyes, was obliged to strike 
it for a temporary retirement on the 19th of December, 1S05, 
which it is to be hoped, for the interests of his country, will 
not be long. He had been previous^ promoted, on the 9th of 
jSlov. preceding; to be vice-admiral of the blue squadron. 

Sir Thomas Boulden Thompson, whose original name was 
Boulden,is a native of Kent. The confined circumstances of his 
father preventing his giving his son a necessary education, his 
uncle,- the late Captain Edward Thompson, whose name he 
now bears, took him under his protection ; and observing a 
predilection in his nephew for the sea service, bestowed on 
kirn the instructions requisite to that science, for which Cap'; 
tain Thompson was himself most eminently qualified as a pre- 
ceptor. Having perfected himself in the theoretical part of 

• __ ■'S' 

fiautical knowledge, young Mr. Thompson accompanied hiS 
Uncle, in the month of June, 1778, on board the 'Hysena 
frigate; which he then commanded, and in which ship lie had 
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chiiiccl icrticf. Tfut fnj;*:? Kiui^ bn, c-j 
Jimmy, adettyi (O GiSnfijr, »» ffi rriA- 

br tile Utc LerJ Reirtf, tb jO'.-f mli’j.t-n Ui li* cp. 
tvertoai^ irf fcetcj ficuri** •♦.e » t'r/y t’-j.-rbirt r>,a J. 
l^an^arj. Caji.Ti‘oa*-nn bt"- i»Ti b-r* Hl'Sib a* 
Jjifuci'i, fit f trb-* c-n'e't ntlj- 1 cea-pj-'fil -i, 
aci rtrjfcc! *pun aix ium fo'a tf'rfwifJi U 
liic )raf, M Sjriws u 

iciifc in>i e, aed ccrJbCtti ri-* 

(tao and £iIUftr 7 i <iatH eiluiwd tb rj*V fi Tr'aJn'JM, 
VaMcH «ii co-ffrinj lo bJa by t\c »^ru tVy, Ht Kii t*t 
btj re€fi»cd hilJftff eo^T ni, Wf >ff >rf >-»i «i 
n'’ff w.th * rrrf<S rr»Tii.tf cf my »rr-r>^r b t.% 
b opUftaS fcitv; air rcrrpiei oTy » ijjH k' o*?f. 
ff^-a i^u »i3 »*< yrif ly^-r, b «*i f -jhjrl 

»i-brt fffiKft I IB wikh. ib,**S ti-y wrn tf ra '“‘f b- 
fs ttj^t cpnw«^>f per. b i' ' i Ib-Kli ly b«» ruA 

tj' t B'd Jv Jony. IIniTj V*tn 

itai <'f p^t h i\t U't f >t#», ir »’»» 

U'*f lb tcr-nc-arTm ef i^r n$r» \eU b'> i * U*a>* 

t'rr, tf 5C I*- 1 < lUt^t <i la »* p N -IH ^M» t »TT. 

5 ta I’f ».v ver-* twrcCiii »« I'* 
i tj la t’* jfit »»* 

i-id‘r i tj’j I'.ij tffi, **?»•«?'» i-j* y f ♦* ' 

t-> (r in'iif. VftT If'*'' if 'r Omi' 

It t*it p't'f f'* -If T*'^ *** »'•'**' 

-<<1* b»-^ OMif f’** 

<Vfi b t-'i nr ' •'';»* I'/-*-* 

i'-J '•H- . »» ' »'* C*'"* '• ‘ j w tb , 

I Ht' J»t (, I V i.'4 Vi ‘ ^ 
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jof commercial and social intercourse; tends to im- 
press on both nations a conviction, that thev 

to eiFect the landing the troops. His gallantry, on this oc- 
casion, fully justified the choice of the commander in chief. 
In the attack upon Santa Cruz, Captain Thompson received 
a wound, though of a trivial nature, and on the failure of the 
enterpriz'e retufned to Gibraltar, where he remained till 
June 1798. 

The time was how approaching, destined to opeil a scerie of 
glory and emulation for the naval officers of Britain, Thearraa- 
ntent sent to rescue the shores of Egypt from the despotism 
of France, under the command of Sir Horatio Nelsonj afford- 
ed the opporcunityfor those employed in it, to gain the highest 
honours j amongst this band of heroes, no one shone more 
conspicuous than Captain Thompson, who, in the Leander, 
which mounted only 50 guns, took his station in the line, and 
with a degree of skill and ability most honourable to him* 
gallantly dropped his anchor athWart the hawse of le Frank- 
lin, of 80 guns, and raked her with great success. 

' After the engagement was over, the Leander was sent by 
the Rcar-Admiial with his dispatches to the commander 
in chief. During the passage it was Captain Thompson's 
fortune to fall in with le Genefeux, a French ship of 74? 
guns, and finding himself unable to avoid an action, gallantly- 
prepared for an engagement ; which, notwithstanding his 
great inferiority, he maintained for Sis hours ahd a half ; nor 
did he strike until he had consulted Captain Berry, the bearef 
.of the dispatches, who joined in opinion, that every thing 
had been done that was possible, to preserve his majesty’s 
ship from falling into the- possession of the enemy. The 
slaughter was Very great j it amounted to thifty^five kified, 
including 'three officers ; fifty-seven were wounded, among 
whom were seven officers. 

'■■'Thb shipi being almost^ a wreck, was carried into Corfu> 
Captain Thompscm'.and his crew were treated with the 
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arc fitted and destined to act fricndlj tosrards each 
other. The eser memorable battle of Copenhe- 


grtatnt inliomamtyj tte nrgeeo wai etn robbed of Hi la- 
•truroenti when preparia^ to anend tbe capuin, who wm ttip 
B«r fUfiDg a victim to their inhnmao conJLCt. 

On the 17th of December, 1798, Capuio Thoapi:», 
hiring been exchanged, onderwent ihe ncceiiary certmcfo/ 
of 1 tml. for Uw lott of the Lcindrr, on board the Amerrca, 
at Shrornm, when haitog been mcjt bonoenWy acqaltted, 
the pretideot, after the jadgment of the Coatt had been 
read, iddreued to him the fotlowmg ipcech : 

** Ciptaia Thompioci— I feel the m«i liTtlpplcawc !a 
rtitxnung to yoa the tword with which yoo hare to brarely 
maintained the honoar of yonr king and contryt the more 
10, as I im eoarlnced. that when yon ire again oiled upon 
to dnw it in their defence, yon wiH add frtih horelj to lU 
wreath which yon hare ilreidy to nobly won.^ 

Tbehooonrofkaighihood wu toon after thUtime conferred 
ooHm, together with a pennon of three hondred ponadi a 
year. In the rear 1799, he wat appointed to the Benona, of 
74 pent, and terred 6m tmder Lord Bridport In the 0 m 
itationed oB* Hreu, and afterwarJt under the Earl of Su 
cent in the Mediterranean j Sir Thomat b»d, howerer, ibt 
pleaiare of heanng, daring the count of tHi year, that the 
Leander, he had »o bra>cly defroded, wat rtiiored to the 
Cnuth terrice, by the magnanimity of tie Emperor of 
RuuU. 

No pa rucplar o c c u rre nc e happened to him liD the erpciEdsa 
to the Piluc look place io the month of March, iSei, where 
tie DcUona, of which he itlU rcuiatd lit cnotued, wii 
one of the fi«t «ni thither under the ordrnof Stf llydr Pit* 
ker. In tMi eip-dlilon Sir Tbomatwat cnc of tit efctn 
firployrJ In the dcuchctmt under Lord Kilro-, bat •n/'M* 
iutjtrly.oo acconat cf the Intricacy of lift aarigiijoe, ran rt 
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^en, hot more glorious to one party than the 
'other, ought also to be a long memento, that they 

ground, before he could get into action. In this situation Sir 
Thomas was exposed to 'the fire of the enemy'’s batteries, and had 
the misfortune to receive a shot, which deprived him of his leg, 
and, from that time, his country of his services. For his con- 
duct on this occasion. Sir Thomas received the thanks of 
both houses of parliament^ in common -with the rest of 
the ofiicers, and received an increase of his pension, from 
three to five hundred pounds a year. He has Since been ap- 
pointed to the command of the Mary yacht, which command 
lie still enjoys; and in the society of an 'amiable family, 
devotes his time, to their Comfort, and happiness, , 

Captain Edward Riou entered into the public service at a 
very early age. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
in the year 1 7S0, and having particularly distinguished him- 
self, not only by his attention to the. service, but by his skill 
and knowledge afe a navigator, was, after having held a varie- 
ty of intermediate appointments; invested with the command 
of the Guardian, a fifth rate, of 44 guns, but at that time 
armed en Jluie-: a vessel at that time employed as one of 
the storeships, occasionally sent to the infant colony of Botany 
Bay on the Coast of Ne<V South Wales. 

Mr. .Rioil; though invested with all the authbrity of a cap- 
tain or commander, remained still a lieiitenant, the rules of 
the service not requiring an officer of higher raitk to fill th^: sta- 
tion he then held. The Guardian had a most favourable pas. 
sage to the day on which she met with thfe accident, having \ 
been only three months from FortsirioUth, to the time of her 
leaving the Cape, including the five day's which she remained 
at the Cape He Verd Islands; dnd three w'eeks at the Cape, to ' 
take in provisiOnsi She had proceeded thence towards'Botany 
Bay, as far as latitude 44 smith, longitude 41^ east; ^Vhen, on. 
the night of the 13th day of her departure from the Cape, she 
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arc not less fia..d to be mutually dreadful and 
destructive enemies 

drove on an iiland of jcci the hue of which projected otider 
water, eonudcrablp beyord the Ktniii of the rinblc pin, aol 
anght the bovr of the »hipt the injfaady i*ong rwmd, 
and her head ctearedi bat her atmi coning on the ihoal, 
•inick repeatedly, and the ica being rcry hcarjr, the redder 
im torn away, and aO her wort.t abdi were ilarcred The 
ihip in ih1j litaaiion became In a degree embayed, cmlfr 
the trrndc balk of icet the height vaj twice that of the 
inalii*amt of a third rate t the ftcmincnt bead of the icc vai 
every moinetn erpecied to break away, and or erw he/tn her. 
At length, after every practicable eicrttoo, the wat got 
00* the ihoal, bat with tu feet and a half of water ha her 
hold. The nUod of tee was dneovered orl/onemloDte isdaa 
half before the ihip tcniek oa it. By the ever umi madr hy the 
crew, la iiopping the leak with oakore and c.nraw the a tier 
wai rerfaced to two feet ta the eoorte of the mt day* tad 
great hopci were entetoin'^ ofaaving tte ihipj hat the gala 
of wiad increasing, the foihenng gave way, ted the water 
peered In agara rapidly, to that it latreaie-J to near ten 
feet. 

The ahip beuig ducorercd to be lira B*d »n a3 h*r workt, 
and lie tea ronoing very high, every endi-svoar to check the 
progrtji of a particular leak provrd Iter-tlask An Imtse. 
date project wii fi»cd oa to lighten the ibip ( and the cowl, 
horiei, ihetp, tnJ til the other lire iTOck far the teltny, 
were, with ih«r fodder, committed to the d*ep Tie ccly 
ctarcc of ufety for the crew r^w appeared la the potti. 
b Iny of thru lavirg th-T3ic!vc» by takwg toll* boatt Oa 
the mcroing of the C5ih, therefore, tley »eie hoiiteJ e^if, 
and bdfg prctioo ly njgcd trJ proii a put el tic 

crew left the ihip. 

The tool iPifTpidity displayed by Mr P •«. ea t^ii drra-l* 
fal tea icfi, ciy ne wiih the caoti h tOtcac: u it kiv 
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The disaster which had befallen three of the 
British ships, the Agamemnon, the Bcllonn, and 

graced the page of history ^nce the foundation of the world ; 
he sat down with the utmost coolness, and wrote the follow- 
ing affecting letter to the lords of the admiralty, which he 
confided to the care of Mr. Clements the nv,<<ter, who was tlic 
chief among those officers, who considering the ease as despe- 
rate beyond remedy, thought proper to quit the Guardian, 
and abandon that ship, with her commander, and the rest of 
the crew, to their fate : 

“ His Majesty’s Ship Guardian, Dee. 25, 

“ If any part of the officers or crew of the Guardian should 
ever survive to get home, I have only to s.iy, their con- 
duct, after the fatal stroke against an island of ice, was ad- 
mirable and wonderful in every thing that relates to their 
duties, considered either as private men, or in his majesty's 
service. 

“ As there seems to be no possibility of my refraining 
many hours in this world, I beg leave to recommend to th.c 
consideration of the admiralty a sister, who, if my conduct 
or services should be found deserving any memory, their favour 
might be shewn to, together with a widowed mother. I am," 
Sir, remaining, with great respect, your ever obcdie'nt ser- 
vant, ' “ E. Riou'." 

“ Philip Stephens, 

• As, however, when circumstances appear most desperate, and 
destruction almost absolutely incvitaMc, Providence frequently 
thinks proper to manif st her -power, and display to tlie wcsld 
the mpst irrefragable proofs of her all-protecting interfer- 
ence, so did she in the present case ; for after every human 
CKertion that could be made, had failed, natural causes 
which, till they were experienced, had never been thought 
of, contributed to the preservation of this Unfortunate 
ship. On the 27th of April, i790,-2dvi e was received at' 
the’ admiralty', that the Guardian man of war, of 4" guns. 
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“the Russell, would have been sufficient to have 
damped the ardour of less detennined odver- 


anned tlut u, u a itombtp> Kid iimk oa w bland 
ofkt. On the 34th of December* X7p9* ia her Topgc to 
Botmj Diy, »od that Mr. Clemenu the oister had Jefi her 
in the Uanch, and errired «if< *t the Cap^ of Good Hope, la 
a French thip which picked him opi that partof tie crew 
tiao left the ibip in foor other boats, all of which it wai feared 
were lotti *nd that Ltentcnani Rioo had rttobtclj deur- 
mined to remain on board, *.ith the reaiindcr of the crew, 
nnd to petUh with the ihip.** 

Laic in the erening of the ilth, howertr, the hippy in. 
teUigence arrived, that the Gnardlan had rtichrd the Cape 
of Good Hope, afier one of the most mlracoloni neapet 
whkh Kii evet been rctnembeicd* The nem wai broofha 
to the admiralty by (he suiter of a hahin;; vtiul, who had 
been hilled of Doogeneii by the captain of k Dstch picket 
from the Cape, to eight weeli, and by him entniittd «Iih 
a IcRcr from Untenaet Rioo at the Capr, to be forwarded 
to the Admiralty. 


•* Sta, •* Table Bay, Febnury at, 1700. 

** I hope thii letter will reach you bcloic any accojot cm 
be Riven of the loii of h'u nu3af)’» ihip the Ooanllin 1 if it 
•houJd, 1 am to rcalce known to ihct bnlL^ipj, that cn tSe 
33d of Deccraber the iWp iinrck on an iiUrdef Itf, led 
that on tl t ajth all hope of her aafciy being 1 

lenicd IP a» d ary of the o£<ert »oJ peep'e ta u’crioi^e 
boat! w thoapbi preper; lot b plc-i'd Atml^b'y Gofm 
auitt o-y endeaToorj, with the rtviiinirg part of the ere*, to 
tmte >wiih hi» rjjeirj'i ihip lo tfn bty Jnteju’iy. A 
Djicb faJ.et u cow otier uii for Eor^pe, *l^h priir*** 
m* f caj givinp any fjrilrr pinKo’an, cfp<fi4”r a» #t *'■ * 
Imt-ot 1 ond it mere rece-iiry iSin t»er to erret r^irlf i** 
ftei fTf the nslirgathr/mtiorf. Jj-', e**' 

r rptcfUly, e»tr yc-r obcvl^rt irfta*t, •' F- R' '* * 
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sarics’llinn the British. But althouGh the mis- 
fortune failed to produce that species of effect, it 

In the hopeless state, already mcmioned, the ship continued 
for several days without a rudder, and wholly unninnngcnble, 
but the attention to the reduction of the water in her hold 
was resumed whenever the remainder of her weary crew felt 
the return of strength and power. In brief, the Guardian was 
kept afloat until a Dutch packet boat from Batavia providen- 
tially steering in a high southerly latitude fell in with her, 
and by aCbrding her the aid of men, and other succours, en- 
abled her to make good her way back to the Cape of Good 
Hope, having kept company with her during the passage. The 
Guardian was at least four hundred leagues from the Cape 
when she fell in with the island of ice. 

The crew consisted of one hundred and twenty-three per- 
sons,' of whom twenty-flve were convicts; It was with Cap- 
tain Riou’s express permission tliat the boats left the ship ; be 
was by no means averse to the measure, for he wished to pre- 
serve as many lives as he could, since lie considered all at- 
tempts that could be made to save the ship fruitless, though 
he had himself, from the first moment, resolved to perish in 
her; Ninety of the crew continued witit him, and arrived 
safe at the Cape. Tlic Guardian was eight weeks to a day 
in making a course something less than four hundred leagues. 
During the wliolc of that time the crew were never for a 
single hour protected from the Avcathcr. An awning of sail- 
cloth was extended over part of the guartcr-dcck, loallbrd the 
best shelter circumstances would admit, to the men, in the 
short iutcrvalS and respites from duty. 

The fate of this unfortunate ship was truly remarkable : 
after having survived, if the term be allowed, the dreadful 
disaster just mentioned, and arrived in safety at the Cape of 
Good Hope, she was very soon afterwards driven on shore in a 
violent gale of wind, and completely lost. To return, however, 
to Mr. Riou. In a very short time after his arrival in England, 
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became severely felt, from its immediate and 
ictivc operation. In consequence of so great a- 
defalcation of force, the fire intended in m^y in- 
stances to have been divided, became concen- 
trated, not unfrcquently on objects little capable 
of sustaining so mighty a pressure] but, under all 
these disadvantages, (he steadiness of the British 
attack prevailed. To\vards the afternoon the re* 
aistance of the Danes evidently became less forci- 
ble; some of their shipswerc in Oames, and the 

I’c wu promoted to the roskol cemmirder, and la 
to that of poatcapuifl. In a few trooil.* alt-r i‘t com- 
jneocement of boiUHtm with France, in 179], be aitep- 
pouted to tbe Roie, of s6 guni, bat rt ^i-e j the cc^maeJ 
of that ihip for a «hort tine only. He *rs *r;emard ip> 
pomted to (he Beaulfeo, a frigate of ibf firitcJn, In which 
be p*occ?ded to the Wert Ibdler, where he diitirgoithcd him- 
relf oiretacly 10 a viriciy o! occatice), as »rll on iborc» 
ai Iq actions with ihc enemy’s ctuiscri. The Ui coolltum of 
his health, and the climate, whkh was by no recaos coogc- 
cialtolt, eoicp<ned him, hoaevtr, to rxru'n to EflgUttJj 
and the same koyrie of iiUheahh itllj ti?*tiocirj, tf.cr bit 
iTrital, to operate agaipit tU ecrcptirc^ ef an irUtt cetd. 
ciand, he oa» apf ointedcifUin ofsJ-c Pnrecis AoguiUyicit. 
Qiithjde, hosrfTcf, added t«>ih» change ef clicratr. kni-'j 
re-establltbed lis tealth, aad the conrard hr ifc-D^e'Jbj- 
Bg by ro oicans cocv.'nsnt to fcl* s»l»‘'es, he ulicvrd a rr- 
ewral irto a ciore d t'lepeid'-d lire of icrsue, atJ *rji 
ucordirgly jppxirtrJ to thr Ararca so 175^. If* I’l* •'•'p 
^ wu eitrcmety actire, an>lcaytaicJ nuay art <4 
sf 00 mean efrarT^aere*, 1** diffre"! h* > » ! 

-ode previous to his joierng the C-ei, e-n tV eapedri *♦ 
tpireit Ccpmhjfrti. lie leC, as »■» tie <£cv»li< u 

atclt, ca Our id ef April, ifai. \*t.i-s c..j r^ri*-’. 
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greater part of those which remained, had re- 
-ceived so much damage as>to be rendered almost 
totally incapable qf maintaining any longer con- 
test: added to this circumstance, the carnas'e 
had been immense, and the situation of the 
wounded rendered the condition of those who 
still survived, truly afflicting. 

’ Owing either to the supposed ease with which 
the wounded might be conveyed on shore, but 
which measure was found, vVhen too late, totally 
impracticable, or to some unaccountable neg- 
lect, caused, perhaps, by an idea, which the 
Danes are said to have entertained, that the 
navigation was so intricate the British assailants 
would not be able to take the proper station for 
attack, no surgeons had been previously provided; 
so that when the captured’ vessels were boarded ' 
by the British seamen, after their surrender, the 
numbers of mutilated persons, then actually 
bleeding to death, in consequence of the omis- 
sion, and from the want of proper assistance, 
formed a scene truly shocking to humanity. The 
moment, however, when all further resistance ap- 
peared rather as an act of rashness, than of braveryj 
had no sooner arrived, than Lord Nelson, seizing 
the happy opportunity, which the desperate 
state of the Danish line of defence appeared to 
afford him, dispatched Sir Frederick Thesiger 


* Sir Frederick Thesiger originally embraced a maritime 
life, in the service of the East India Company, but after 

* I 
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■ with a flag of truce, proposing an armistice, and 
wging, as an inducement, that , however dread- 

IwTnjg mtdo two or thrte Toy^ge 9 , fading that taode ofUfe 
hr too inactitc for lii* uplriag genini, ti determlocd cm 
qmhiiig it, 4od on CDtrrbg ioto the rojal niry. Haring 
gained the ftT6tir wd protection of Sir Satnoel Marihall, he 
lerved noder that gaHint officer os a tmdjhipnjiD, at the pe- 
jiod, when France taking a part id the American conteit, be- 
came the cnemj of Great Britain: while in ihi« inbcrdinatc 
ritnadon, ho waa pimcnlarlj noticed by'hU coromanding offi- 
cer for hii zeal and auldcdtr, aa well as for his brarcr/, 
and gallant conduct on rarioot occaiioof. 

Od the appointment of Lord R9dne7 to the chief command 
in the West Indict, Mr. Theiigtr wai promoted to be a 
Eeo t e ntnt on board his lordabtp’t ship, and baring acijourd 
great c or r r e toets in the art of repeadog of aignilt, waa p^rti- 
cnlirly rrcomraecded for that enpIoTmeet, m coose^Btcce of 
which he was co n s caatly near the person of his lordthip doN 
ing the tedoo of the i ath of April, haring acted as his aid- 
dtf-camp, and it re por ted to hare been the fncpmoe who 
boarded the ViUe de Parts, ai^r that ship had streck. 

Mr. Tbeiigrr*s repotalion became so well cttablishcd during 
tje remthider of the war, that after peace was concluded, ho 
was induced to enter into the Russian serrice, flat power 
haring eiideaToared to obtain the assistance orBrituh officers, 
5 o their disputes with Sweden. Mh Thesiger was accord- 
ingly recomroetKlcd by his friend. Lord Rodney, to the Ror- 
wr. vaksoAii^ ^ viAbVi5,hvtTOA,as.lBaaiedia.»xly ^cocareJ 
him the coicnund of a 74 gun ship, in the serrice of her im- 
perial majest)’. In the ergagetnent dut afterwards took place 
between the Sssedcs tad Rosilart, C*pt*i“ Thcdger foHy 
prored his title to the confidence which had been ptaced in 
him ; and it may with jusiicc be said, roost couspl JJ0o>ly 
Icstromentsl in the triumph of that day. The Swrduh aJai* 
nl, on board the Gosurui, suock his flag to him i and the 
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fully such a measure might operate on the ffeel- 
' jugs of his humanity, he should, if resistance were 

I 

command of the prize was afterwards bestowed on him^ 
on account of his bravery, as was the order of merit likewise. 

In a subsequent engagement between the same powers, 
he,added very considerably to his former fame, and so despe- 
rate was the encounter, that out of five English captains who 
commanded in that engagement. Captain Thesiger alone sur- 
vived. The empress Catherine, who fully appreciated his ser- 
vices on this, and former occasions, sent him a most gracious 
letter, written with her own hand; in which, after paying the 
tribute due to his gallant conduct, she bestowed on him the 
fourth class of the military order of St. George, and having 
sent him, at the same time, the ensigns of the order, she autho- 
rized him to put them on, and wear them in the accustomed 
and lawful manner. 

On the death pf the Empress Catherine, Sir Frederick, 
wishing to retire from the Russian service, sent in his ne- 
signation to her successor, Paul, soliciting a passport for his 
return to England. The emperor, however, being desirous of 
detaining him, used every means of delay ; he made him the 
most brilliant promises, even those of raising him to the rank 
of admiral, but without effect, which irritated that monarch to 
so great a degree, that he kept him in Russia twelve months 
without either employment or pay and Sir Frederick, when 
^t last he obtained the desired permission, was glad to leave 
that country, with no other rensuneration for his great ser- 
vices, not even the prize money due to him, than the honours 
he had received from his august patroness, the '’Empress Cathe- 
rine. ' ^ 

Soon after his arrival in England, the expedition to the' 
Baltic was undertaken, and Sir Frederick w'as particularly re- 
commended by Lord Spencer, as a proper person to be em- 
ployed in it. He accordingly attended Lord Nelson in the 
capacity in whjch he had on a former occasion been service- 
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lohger continued, be under the necessity of de- 
stroying those vessels which siere now incapable 
of further defence, and with them the numbers 
of brave men on board, who had till then sur- 
vived the encounter, for that it could not be 
expected he should risk his own people within 
the h'ne of the Danish fire, for the purpose of 
siving the Danish suhgects*. The measure was 
too philanthropic not to be adopted by the cro' .n 
prince in its fullest extent. When two persons, 
having the highest confidence in the honour of 

able to Lord RodiKy, u hit ftid^do-catspy and wts t ''0 penoa 
chojcfl by hit brdalup to conrey • tncnagt to ibc crown 
prince. Tbii semet ke execowd with the grtaicji eddrm, 
tboogb not vithcQt hfinlte hxxud to humcif ind the boat's 
emr* for daring hit pserge to the shore, he was fired tc frooi 
ercry qtuner, bat fortunitely wlthoot reetiring any injary | 
nor was he io less d&nger on Jtis rctam from the negotuiion, 
aioce being ignorant, on tccotrat of thmr distance, that t 
trace had taken place, the batteries of the eneiny itlU coatU 
BHC^ their fire. Indeed, on cre ry occasjpn, both by bis con- 
doet and his knowledge of the coau, he was crnioeBtly 
serriccable, and/ soon after hli rctoro lo England, was railed 
to the rank of post captaJa in the British nary. 

On the commencement of the prgect war Sir Frederick 
w*r eppoirand sffrar For the ^zhooett rhis 

sitmtlon be fiOed with the grcateii credit till iLe time of his 
death, which bappeoedoo the abthof Augost, jSoj. ^ 

• The annexed correspoDdcnce look place on the occaiioo. 

No. J 

** Lord Nelson has directions to ipte Dcnmarl., wbentio 
longer rciliiing { but if the finng ii continurd oo the |«3rt of 
Denjeark, l^rd Ndion most be obbged to let on fire all tie 
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each other, arc employed in a political delibera-' 
tion and discussion, a single instant will almost 
suflicc to arrange the preliminaries, and coni' 
pletcly pave the way to future tranquillity*, so 
did tlie event prove in the present instance. 
On the very same afternoon, his lordship, now 
no longer an enemy to Denmark, landed at 

fionting baticrics he hns taken, without linving ihcpo'.vcrof 
saving the brave Dnr.es who have defended them. 

“ Kclso:: .and B^oNTr, ■ 

“ Yicc-adnurnl under conim.nnd of admirr,! 
“ “Sir Hvnr. pAr.unF.,” 

“ D.ntcd on board his majesty’s ship Elephant, 

Copenhagen Roads, ^Ipril ad, iSoi.’’ 

“ To the brothers of Englishmen, the D.ancs.” 

No. II. 

“ His royal highness the prince royal of Denmark has sent 
me, General Adjutant Lindholm, on board to his Britannic 
majesty's v5cc-admir.il, the Right Honourable Lord Nelson 
to ask the particular object of sending the flag of truce r” 

No. III. 

Lord Nelson’s Answer. 

Lord Nelson’s object in sending the fi.ag of truce was 
humanity ; he therefore consents that hostilities shall cease, 
and that the wounded Danes may be taken on shore, and 
Lord iNclson will take his prisoners out of the vessels, and 
burn and carry off his prizes as he shall think fit. 

“ Lord Nelson, with humble duty, to his Loyal highness 
the prince of Denmark, will consider tins the greatest victory 
he ever gained, if it may be the cause of a' happy reconcilia- 
tion and union between his own most gracious sovereign, and 
his majesty the king of Denmark. “ Nelson and Bronte.” 
“ On board his majesty’s ship Elephant, 

Copenhagen Roads, April zd, iSoi.” 
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Copedhagen, for the purpose of adjustmg mdre 
fully the terms for the renewal of that ainity so 
long subsistmg between the courts of 4-ondon 
end Denmark, which had been so recently and 
unfortunately broken. His reception is different- 
ly, and, indeed, oppositely described ; some per- 
sons having insisted, that on the instant of his 
reaching the shore, he was greeted with the loud- 
est acclamations, and, in short, that his landing 
rather resembled that of a conqueror^ returning 
to his native shore amidst the reiterated acclama- 
tions of his countrymen, than that of an cncmy\ 
who, only two hours before^ was spreading dc* 
struction and desolation over the city. 

On the other hand, it has been asserted that the 
treatment he experienced, though far different, 
wassch as might naturally have been expected, 
allowing for the circurastonces^undcr which it took 
place ; that the populace at first hardly conducted 
themselves \vith suffident temper, but almost for- 
gettingche laws of hospitality* and the high charac- 
ter his lordship then bore, in a public point of 
view, received him with a sullen silence, which 
was not prevented, without the greatest diffi- 
culty, from bursting into aflame, by the spirited 
exertions of the noblesse. 

Between these two opposite statements the 
truth may, as is generally the fact in all similar 
cases most probably be found. To liavc expected 
a conduct like tliat first stated, would be to at- 
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tribute to the Danes a levity and impropriety of 
character they certainly do not possess.' It Vv'ould 
have been unnatural to have supposed a people 
could enthusiastically greet as a friend the man 
who had just directed a contest, in which the 
greater part of them had probably experienced 
the loss of some amongst their dearest con- 
nexions. 

It is most probable, the behaviour pf the peo- 
ple toward the victor was silent and reserved ; it 
is natural to conclude that it was so ; they be- 
held with admiration, and even astonishment, the 
man who in the space of a few hours had over- 
come every difficulty and obstacle, which the 
best officers in their service had exerted their 
utmost skill in presenting to an enemy, and 
which their own bravery had contributed its best 
efforts to render sufficient and effectual. 

The Danish accounts candidly admit their dis- 
comfiture 5 and as this truth was strongly impressed 
on the minds of the' people, it could not fail 
perhaps to sour the tenniper of the worsted, when 
they beheld the man whom they were obliged to 
consider as a conqueror, passing through them, 
not as, the herald and promoter of peace, but, for 
any thing they knew to the contrary, in the im- 
perious character of an haughty ambassador, com- 
missioned to prescribe such terms as he thought 
I fit, to the vanquished. In this, however, they 
.were mistaken, land though his lordship’s entrance 
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into the metrh^lis of his recent enemy, resem- 
bled not Ihttnufn^h of tm emperor, for the con- 
qnest of a country, it bore a stnet analogy to the 
ovation of a Roman general, n ho had put a sudden 
and unexpected penod to the ravages of war*. 

* The tnoeirf wrxM, of pnvate tccoanu, {;iTCn fcf mdl« 
Tldnsli both of Brittifl *cd DcDnurk, locefuer whh the 
cffidil docomentj pabluhed orviUrr the tenbonty of ihe gOTtni- 
laeat of the latter coaairy, will gberr, ihet ne mtrnil caag. 
genuoQ can hare been uied oo other tM- 1 u u i joit tnbnte 
toa candid and generDoi enemy, to prochum tn I prorethitfucr 

'* On the momiag of Mtrch the 30th, about iCTtn o’clock, 
the thondenag peal^ of troobnrg par an end to mipeos'* 
Very ibortly after, we coold diaccrn the fleet, srhicb approach* 
ed rapidly. TTw trerTKodootc^oOQadiTig from the fort gaeo 
vts an idea ofvhat ic odghc eiF*ot, if it coold reach iti object, 
Hii Mtjeity df Siredco who obteired the p-r«ge of the fleet 
from Hehlngborg, appeared leuible of thu; and after the 
exoncnadlag had ccaied, d/rpstebed an o£cer to comphiscnt 
the governor of Cronborg 

** ,Ai the gale waj blotrtng fresh, the Dnutb soon advanced 
nitbin iCTcn or dght miles of the city, where they came to an 
anchor A fHgate a Jcggcr, «od a brig, got rather nearer i 
bnt the battery of the three crosnu, and the fire from the Mock 
shipi, coiTTpelled them to retire The mignJficeoce of tHs 
ipectacle mtorany left ranoiu imprenloni on oar mrodi j bat 
■trbrtbcr laMrarblc or onfaTonrablv, they ••kt soon foTjattin 
15 the emhtmaim and mnnimlty which preraalcd amorg all 
alas r» The goeatlon waa not, iria /; /^r r*/mf hot /firvs 
ii th €»swyf It was a moment of Impeoding danger j the 
doty we owed onr coontry, therefore, iiupired 01 with oidy 
one aenumen . The noble spirit diJplajcd by the students 
at the iiese m 1656 60, was egnally consp ceocs m their soc- 
crs‘or*j who, with one hioJ and one heart, assotiiiedififfn* 
lelves uuo a cotp* of twelve hundred I whifc thor* «iu of ihs 
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A carriage liaying .been provided for the conve}^- 
^nce of his lordship to the palace, it met him at the 

anuses, whom age and infirmity prevented from rallying 'rouncL- 

{the standard of patriotism, did all in their power to encourage 

* ' 

and confirm so laudable an effort. Chamberlain Lindenkrone 
sent a thousand dollars' to the aid of those students whose 
.private means were unequal to the expense of tlieir public 
.duties. 

The first and second days passed quietly over ; but on the 
onorhing of April ist, we could perceive an unusual bustle 
among the English shipping. Some^frigates and lighter -ves- - 
■sels got under weigh, and \vexe employed in sounding. To- 
wards evening, twelve saU of the line, all the frigates, and 
.most of the smaller vessels, weighed ; and with a northern 
breeze passed through the Hollander Deep. Admiral Parker, 
with eight sail of the line, and two small vessels, preserved 
his station j while Admiral Nelson anchored, with his divi- 
sion, beyond the Ere of our outermost ships. 

Conjecture was, now at an end. A change of wind to the 
■southward would enable. Lord Nelson to bear down with his 
division ; and We anxiously awaited the awful moment. ■•Ottr 
ships were njoored with four anchors, and manned, indiscri- 
tninately, by people of all descriptions, hastily collected for 
the present emergency : they had been constantly oh the alert 
during the former two nights, a third was now added to their 
fatigue ; and when it is considered, that these people were 
unacquainted with the exercise of great guns ; that they were 
aU day employed in practising, and all night in watching ; 
the compliment paid £hem by^Mr. Bardenfieth, first lieutenant 
oh board the Charlotte Amelia,^ in his professional account of 
the battle, will not be deemed superfluous. 

He-says,'“ the spirit which ahimated all'hands on board, 
■and not their real strength, enabled th')m to perform what 
^hey did,” . , ' 
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s]iorc for that purpose. It was owing merely to the 
suddenness of bis \isit, that one of the royal cqui- 

The morning of April ad diwoed, and the wind bioring 
iomherif, onr commodore made • itgtal for the whole Hnt to 
lay thtxr broadiide to the enemy. 

BetTcen nine wd ter, both dirinoai of the Brimh wrigtied ; 
and oar commodore hoisted the fla,t of defiance from the Danne- 
brog. Admiral Parker, with the aeil that it chaiacteraric 
of a Brimh icamzn, beat op against wind and coirent, co> 
wards the battery of the Three Crotmit proposing to awe cor 
ships in the inner roads, while tie hero of the Nile bore right 
down npon our line, 

'rhe EJgar led the British ran, adrandng In a most gal- 
lant style agaltut the ProTcsteea, 58 gons, which opened 
her fire oa the fonner, five nunnies after tenu The Vagrict* 
jogOQ*, then poored in abroadside, jost as the Bdg^rva^ 
upon the uck to take hersutton; a setood broadside was 
discharged from the Prorateto* when the whole of the 
British fine gained rapidly on emrs: in a few mifiDUa two- 
third pans of oirr ships were in octloo. As oor hoe was not 
broken, only one half of the force on either tide was coue- 
qucpily cngjgeJ. 

Oar foremtst ship, the Proresteenj-was exposed, daring 
the whole of the acuon, to the fire of the Polyphemoi, of 64 
gaol, tho Russel, and the Bcllona, which two latter ships 
run aground at the commencement of the battle i bat liiii 
miiforiane, (as Lord Nelson observed,) diJ not impede their 
service. The Proreneen wu, at the same time, raked by 
la Daufic, of 40 gons, and atoo*brig. 

Great as was the ditunciton which Commodore Fischer, In 
hu report, coarerred on the Prosestcen *od her gaUant 
Captain Lusen, “ notwithttacdlog my high teme of Dan ih 
bravery, it Nral heightened by the coodoti of the ProTts^* 
teeo, uhuH conunued to fight till all hex guai were d.i* 
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pages was n9t sent for his accommodation. His 
lordship, however,' had too great a soul to wait, on 

mounted,” the compliment of Lord Nelson is in my opinion 
greater*. 

Captain Riisbrigh stood, on this occasion, as undaunted 
upon the quarter-deck of the Vagrien, as when a lieutenant 
on board the Formidable, under the gallant Rodney, on the 
I 2th April, 1782. For England he assisted to acquire glory 
and success; for Denmark he obtained only the former.” 

Soon after eleven o’clock the Dannebrog, 64 guns, Captain 
Braun, took fire, which compelled Commodore Fischer to 
shift his broad pendant to the Holstein ; but Braun continued 
to light her till he lost his right hand. Captain Lemning suc- 
ceeded in the command ; and although the flames blazed 
around them, threatening immediate destruction, the Danne- 
brog maintained her fijre, till the close of the engagement, 
against her powerful adversary the Glatton ; which latter 
mounted 68 pound carronades on her lower deck. . “ 

When Commodore Fischer, famed for the coolness and 
perspicuity of his judgment in the hour of trial, left the Danne- 
brog, the battle raged with the utmost fury. The British 
finding that our foremost ships were far from slackening their 
lire, now extended their line, and at noon all our ships, as 
well as the battery, were strenuously engaged in the awfyl 
contest. 

Captain Thura, pf the Infoedsretten, 64 guns, fell at the 
beginning o^’ the action; and all the subaltern ofliceis were 
either killed or wounded, except a lieutenant and a marine 


* Nos. I, z, 3, and 4, being subdued, which is expected 
to happen at an early period, the Isis and Agamemnon are to 
cut their cables, and immediately make sail, and take their' 
station ahead of the Polyphemus, in order to support_that part 
pf the line. ' 
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Bo-pr«siDg an occasion> for the cmply pageantry 
and form of a regular conveyance, but proceed- 

officer In tliUiUte of confoMen, the coloOrt were, by ac- 
adent, itmck. The Bniuh, howerer, made no attempt to 
board "thD Infoediretten, the being rather dicgeroudy tnoort^ 
ftlhtrtrt oar battery, a boaCTnadupatched &om the tlitp to 
cany the udioga of her commander^ death to the pnste royal, 
'who had bom the dawn of day taken hu lutloo open a bat. 
tery Here, atnldit ihover* ofibclU and cannon hall^ Fre- 
denck, the tIk, the gobd, and the brare, lopenntcnded 
calmly and actively, fortbe aimtanct of the dupa engaged 
By iheving how a pnnee ooght to meet dinger, he tioght 
othen to dupue tt. 

When the Pritce received the memge from the Infoed- 
sretteo, he tamed round, and with an air that gave eoa£i« 
dehceto all obcot him, taid, ** Gatlemen, Than li lolled { 
Nvto of yoa will take the command !'*—•** I tn’h” rephed 
Mr. Schroederacc, In a feeble voice, and harleaed eagerly 
on board Thu gentleman had been a captain u the nary t 
hot on •'‘cooni of Ui h^tb had btely rolgDcd. The hoar of 
seces|ity teemed to Invigorate hb waited form, and m hopef 
to iirre hu conntjy, be forgot hit wait of atrength 

The Crew teeing a new commander coming akmgiidc, 
houted thclr cokmri and fired a broadiidc When he 
came on deck he Iband great nambert killed and woinidcd j 
and therefore initanily called to tboie that bad rowed him to 
get quickly on board. It waa bU U»t effort { a ball itrocb 
him, and Schro’dence was no morel Mr. NUicn, a Im^ 
tcnani la the nav) , who itWnded ihu gallant Tar to hb noble 
fate next took the command, and contbwed to fight the ihip 
for the remainder of the day. 

The ergagement had now Uitcd opwardi of three boon, 
without any glimpic of victory on either lUc A deterrotned 
pcuerctancc appeared to inPamc both paitbi Oar Ilcc 



LOkD visCbUNT NitSON. -2^1 

fed through the streets with his best haste, while 
the people thronged around him, eager to catcll 

GteadfAstly preserved its original position, and every ship 
maintained its station except the Rendsbrog Rrame, which 
'drove ashore, her cables having been shot away at the com- 
"mencement of. the attack; and th'e Elvdn, a repeating sloop 
of war, which had sheered olF a little after twelve, her masts 
being very materially damaged. 

"When the British fleet first bore down upon us, the elcveti 
^un-boats retired. 

About two o’clock the fire from the respective fleets abated 
’considerably,, and oar Ships appeared very much disabled. 
The damage sustained by the British was apparently "trivial, 
from "our ships having constantly directed their fire at the 
'enemy’s hulls. This was undoubtedly the slowest method of 
disabling an adversary ; yet it was the surest ; atid certainly 
is, at all events, preferable to chance. 

Considering the exposed situation of our men on board, it 
was a matter of real surprize, that so few, comparatively, 
suffered from the immense quantity of shot which had been 
poured in upon them. 

Had every ball that struck our masts wounded out hulls, 
there would, in all probability, have bccil no prisoners of 
\var. 

At two o’clock the Nyeborg Frame having her main; 
mizen-mastfe, bowsprit, and foretop mast shot away, and the 
fcaptain perceiving her almost ready to sink, ordered the 
Cables /to be cut> and the foresail to be set, that they might 
istcer for the ipner roads. As he passed the line he descried 
the Aggershuus, a vessel of the same description as his owtl> 
in the most miserable plight ; her masts having all gone by' 
the board, and the Hull on the eve of sinking. Captain Rotho 
shewed himself a true Seaman, who riot only meets his owri 
danger, but also cheerfully Shares in .that of others. Having 
made fast a cable from his stem to ^the stern of the Agger- 
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a single glimpse of the extraordinary person who 
was come among them. 


•bmu, be towed her off t tud thai obtiine4 “ gloriom a 
triompb at- H'be had come ia with id cqcd)7*i dup. 

I Soon after two o'doct. Commodore Hichrr removed hU 
broad pendant from the Holatein to the battery of ^ Thmi 
Crowns, whence be commanded daring the latter part of iho 
engagenJent. 

At this moment Ideatenant LUlirmliold finding his ship, 
the Hidperen, tarrotmded by a soperior force, enthb cibJes, 
and bron^ht her aafe into the inner roadi. M/' LUlienskioId 
waa DO stranger to the bttslnesa of the da^ { he had, in thn 
year tygg, foaght in the Wen Indies With a friTitetri and 
both -contended to obschutely# that they were obliged to se* 
pirate for want of powder. 

'Xan, thoogb oot least, b Mr. ViUeiDoes, a second lien* 
teoant, who comaunded the fioatiog battery, No. i. Moch 
has been said aboat his sLiH in masomrerlng his raft, which 
coniisted merely of a nomberof beams nailed together; on 
them a flooring was UId to soppon the gens. It was sqcare 
with brra»t work, fall of port- hotel, ood withoat masts. I 
shall notjtake upon m/iclf to irgoc how far It possible 
to rainagc such « log ; but merely say, the manner in which 
Villemoes manoruyered hu goni, and ultimately ist^^ed hi* raft, 
attracted the nouce of Lord NcUon, whcK ship Uy for some 
time oppciite the fioatiag battery. That admiral Is uid, In 
the Kandtotncit manner, to bare noticed to the 
how mucb the ccanti) , oo future occasions, might friHy tiptrt 
from 'the abilities of ^•oung VUlemoes. Thi* Stsit of bU 
Ijrdthip I consider a* a ncTer-fafiiog flower if* ^ wreath 
which miliiary talcou aod success have twined around hts 
broi.*. ' 

At hdf post two cur fixe had nearly rabiidcd ; ^ 
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It is necessary to make a short digression in this 
place, for the purpose of offering a few observa- 

« t 

land, the last ship that returned the dnemy's shot, was still 
engaged, as was the Pfovcstcenf However, the Three 
Crowns had just opened its batteries with a dreadful effect, 
when the white flag was unfilrled from Lord Nelson’s main- 
top. 

' An English boat, with a flag of truCc, came alongside the 
Elephant; the Captain of which sent an officer in his boat to 
accompany it on shore. The battery, in the mean time, kept 
up a heavy cannonade, as did the Elephant. As the wind had 
been south south*west, south, and south-east, the whole day, 
-^yith a strong current. Admiral Parker’s division advanced 
but very little; "insomuch, that a broadside from the Ra- 
millies, a 74, (Hs foremost ship), fell very short of the 
battery. - 

The flag of truce having delivered a dispatch to the Prince 
Royal, returned ; and soon afterwards orders were sent to the 
.commander of the battery to cease firing ; their guns had, in 
the interval, been pointed with the utmost effect on the Mo- 
narch and Ganges, which ships were awkwardly situated on 
the shoal of the battery. 

Two flags were then dispatched from shore, to Admirals 
Parker and Nelson ; while the British took possession of ele- 
ven of our ships. ’ 

In the course of the forenoon Admiral Nelson came in his 
barge into the inner roads, and went on board of the Denmark, 
where he partook of some refreshment, and then proceeded 
ashore. On his^landing he was received by the people neither 
with acclamations nor with murmurs ; they /did not degrade 
themselves with the former, nor disgrace thernselves with the 
latter. The Admiral was received as one brave' enemy ever 
ought to receive another — he was received with respect, A 
carriage was provided for his lordship, which he however de- 
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'lions on tte' conduct of his loi^hip's which, im-> 
material as it may seem, has ^vcn birth to some 

dined, and wilktd nnudit tn immcnte crowd of pcnona inx- 
ioc» to dtch t'glimpM of the British hero, to the pilace ot 
the Prince Roysl. After dinner, the Adminl wu Inirodoctd 
to the Prince, ind the oegockdoDS commenced. Theoejt 
hii lordship came agmin on shore, and dined with the 
Prints So^, ns he did fre^enU/ tiU the otoib of Apnlf 
Tthca the armistice ms hudlycocclDdcd. 

On one of hii f hits to Copenhagen, Lord hrclioo iotpcctcd 
Oor Naril Academy } to whkh be, in a manner higU/ hotMsar* 
able to himself and to os, pretested some gold medals of ra-' 
loe, to be dirtribat^ amoog the most tldlhil of the mHsbip' 
men. 


Xeuer from the Royal College of Commerce et Copeti> 
hagtn, dated the 4 th of April, tSot^ to M. M. Moldmp' 
and Satreton, hii Danish Majesty's Coords for Scotland, 
residiogat I^th, 

** Gaai'iiucsr, 

** We jodge it necemiy to nuke you actjaainted with the 
actzal ritoarion of car afalra, as well for yoor gorenuneo^ as 
for the information of those of per nation, who may beat pre> 
sent to yoor CcasvUgc district* 

*' Too most hare beard that a Entlsh fieet, of fiftf-ftor 
»a0, coder the command of Adoilrals Sir Hyde Parker aed^ 
I>:rd Ncllon, had proceeded to the straits of the SonnJ, with 
an intention to eoterthe Baltic. The fleet a c tca l ljr appesrtJ’, 
and haring adranced towards Cronenberg, Adoiiral Parker 
declared to the commandant ttm homlUies wooM cemm/nce, 
apon which the fleet began to pan the forueii on tie iwh of 
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controversy nnd literary dispute, 'rhe most, p<'nc‘ 
rally, established opinion, even r.nrong the ncs 

Itlarcln exposed to an obsdmntc fire from nur battetirr? wliicli 
wr*; rctunicd with equal rpirit, out \v!t!ni:t niatrri.il d.Tiiaqc ti» 
either party, as the fleet Itept rn clorc ;o tiic S\>rdi'.h .'-ide, th;it 
it was with otlticuhy our h.a’ls could reach them. /' Acr !iav* 
ing cleared the str.utt, the Hriti-h fornu-d ihein’rU'c> in a linr, 
in sight of our floating battcricf, .nr.;! the 'hip? plar-.d fur cur 
defence ,nt the entrance of our pert. 'I'iicre tiicy rcin.tireJ 
tranquil until tlic evening of ilte in in'tr.ni, when they as- 
sumed a more thrcrtcr.jug poritson. On t!:c fi lion ing day, 
ed of April, at lialf past ten o'clccl: in the rnofning, t!.c most 
bloody and obstinate cng.ngcmcnt tool; place in our roads that 
has ever been remembered. Our sailors have gained tlicm* 
selves honour and glory, .nnd if the force of defence had been 
equal to that of attack, thcsucccrs would have been donlnful ; 
but, after five hours fighting, the most of our crews were eitlicr 
killed or wounded, tlic ships much rhr.ttcrcd, and the floating 
batteries dismounted, so that it became at lart ncccirary let 
yield to superior force, at least triple to tint which we could 
employ at the point of defence, 'i'hc right wing of our de- 
fence was broken through by Nelson’s squadron ; some of our 
■ floating batteries, nnd ships of inferior size, have fallen into I’.c 
hands of the enemy. Before the engagement had seriously 
commenced with the fleet under Admir.al Parker’s orders, 
NcUon sent a flag of truce to propose a suspension of hostili- 
ties, in Older to transport the wounded on shore, wliich was 
agreed to, and the suspension of arms has been prolonged, 
and hostilities h.avc not yet recommenced* Nelson w.as on 
shore yesterday, and a negotiation is .at present going forward, 
and every thing for the moment tranquil. We do not know 
precisely how much the enemy have suffered, nor tlic number 
of their slain ; but, according to information from some of 
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themjclves, is, that at the time the flag of truce 
tvaj dispatched, any further attempt to protract 

^clr oSccn, itfif t Jiip a hiTe been comidcnbly dinugaj, tad 
tteir Ichi of men very nutneroorn 

** Thb, Gentlemen, a the moU of * dijr ercr metnoVaBle 
to Denmark, and honourable for the irrtrepidity and brarery 
of oor wirnora, condnet tmj the enemy hta allowed 

to have been most glorioift. Make there factj known to their 
cocnbyitKm ini inform them at the txfflfi tune, that we ihiJl 
not fail to acqoaint them of the alnmate remit of ihete 

CTCDtr. 

(Signed) '^ScniMUCtuAK, 

SCHUTIU, 

Sen UiDTy 

FnmtLDKCC, ^e.** 

Cbrrecc particatm of the action off* Copeniagen, from i 
pnVate hand. 

In my lait, of the 30th of March, I Informed yoo of the 
intenttoa of our Qcct to piu Ehtoenr Cattle the fint fair wind : 
it came on that very day. U'e weighed anchor, formed the 
line, and stood put it with all ladi Kt ; daring the time wc 
were pai'ingi a very heavy fire waa kept op by the enemy, 
bat none of oor ihipj receWed a thou The Swcdci, \rTy for- 
tanately, did not engage o» at all i we were not aborc a' mile 
from thcir gnn»< as we kept their shore on board, to be out of 
/.W/ is riesraff r.*s:e we ijd re rrmJ bcenb- 
sb ps Enng on their town j the shells which they fired kJHcd 
iCo people a shore atEliioeor. 

“ The whole fleet soon came to anchor off Copenhagen, 
and immediitcly after Sir Hyde Parker, I-ord Kebooi Capura 
FfcenacUe, Coloocl Srewart, nod the Captain of the hVet, 
all went In a logger to reconnoitre the enemy's force herri 
they soon opened a heavy fiie 00 them, boi they pericTcicJ 
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resistance would have been an act of folly, if not 
phrenzy. The,;Vine of naval defence was com- 

t 

in sounding, &c. 4 ill they were satisfied, and then came 
away. 

On the 31st of March we wciglicd, and stood close in. 
On the 1st of April, Lord Nelson having found out a new 
channel, by which he could come at the enemy with more ad- 
vantage,,- the ships that were ordered to ‘pat themselves imme- 
diately under his command, weighed and stood through 'the 
new found channel, and a very intricate one it is : in the af- 
ternoon we anchored within reach of 'the shells of the enemy, 
which, you may be assured, we were not long looking for. 
They fired on us some part of the night without doing any da- 
mage — several fell very nearms. 

“ I have nowto recount to you the particulars of the action 
• fought so gloriously on the 2d of April, under the command 
of Sir Hyde Parker, though more directly under the valiant 
Nelson, whose flag was flying on board the Elephant, of 7^ 
guns, in the centre of the line engaged. I believe for the 
want of water nearly one half of the line of battle ships were 
not able to go the way we did to get upon the enemy, but 
' were, however, to come up the common channel, by which 
they would have joined us. The channel forms nearly a cres- 
cent ; and, consequently, the wind that was fair for ns -under 
Lord Nelson, who were at one end of this channel, must 
be contrary for the ships under Sir Hyde Parker at the other. 
Every thing possible was apparently done by that squadron to 
-make a junction ; but the engagement, which lasted three 
hours and a half, with the victory atchieved, was finished just 
at the time I supposed them one gun-shot and a half- from the 
enemy. , . • 

« As I apprehend you would wish for the particulars, I 
ihall give them, with the occurrences, as nearly as possible^ L 
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plctely' broken, and destroyed, many of the fes- ' 
«els were totally disabled, and"' the’ remainder 

lad A watch ibont me ill the time, ted waj itatiooed on thd 
'{)OOp. Aa M. i»b. and doou answend tlie tigoil to weight 
and at loE. Join, die Ed^, bang ibc leading ihip of 
the ]Ioe, receired froa, and iarmedaiclf opened a bruk £td 
Upon the enemy. At j Ih. the Elephant, Vlce-Adml/al Lord 
Kelaor* pa»ed bi lo the line of battle, weighed anchor, and 
ttoodafeer her, being ttatiooed neat ahip to the AdaUraL At 
I ill. 150. opened oor Ere the enemy f obitnred the BeU 
loTsi and Isli agroaod. At iiK. ajm. paued the Adffilnl) 
who haifed and c^'ted O] to bring to dote Owhead of him ; let 
go the Item anchor; w£nd right afe daring the time the line 
wai rnTortlng, by which the headmost became the item* 
tnoit ihip to anchor; a rery heavy fire was carried on both 
by the enemy and tn ; btrt when erery ihlp had anchored bl 
heritatioo, it became aitooiibtDgly to. 

** About Etc mtmrtcs before we anchored, otrr master was 
HUedi and the pQoc almost to, by one ihot. At tb. som. 

F. M. Admlni] Keison rest an oCcer on board, to My the Da- 
ri\A Admiral bad itrock: at this dme, as at lereral othcrs> 
tlirce cheers were giren. The Damsh Admiral was lappoied 
to be nearly abreast of the Elephant, at the distance of half a 
mile ; wc a*hcad of the Elephant, and the Mormth nett a- 
bead of us: ih, 50m. ohserred foot of ihi eneny'i tcskM 
with their colours rtrock. 

** At three o'clock the Admiral weighed or cut, aod ps/reJ 
fas; cot away earttera anchor, and made isl) aJicr the AdmU 
raL The fleet in general at thb rime moved off to inod^r 
aochorige. The very formidable fort of the Crown, and se- 
Ttral oiben along tborc, were flrlog at the fleet aU the latitr 
partoV the engagement, The Bellcca and Isis were aihtJrr 
within guowihot of the enCBjy* the whole tl’sc 1 ihcP.cJ**-! 
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were then burning, or in the bands, at least they 
were in the absolute power, of the British ; the 

X » 

0.nd, Agamemnon, two of o\ir squadron, ashore clear of the 
enemy's shot. In coming out, the Elephant, the Defiance, 
and Ardent, got a^shore, the marks having-all been taken up 
by the enemy, in a very difficult channel. They Ure all now 
off, and joined Sir Hyde Parker again, ' 

Soon after the action, flags of truce passed between us. 
Lord Nelson yesterday went ashore to Copenhagen, (as -we 
•jvere all under a truce), and had an audience with the Danish 
monarch. 

The enemy’s ships were moored in a line of great ex- 
tent along the Channel, and it was thought by the Danes to be 
impossible to take, or pass them. The loss on board our squa- 
dron is very considerable, but nothing to be compared with 
' fhat of the enemy. I hfeaf that some of their ships were 
manned two or three times. 

/ 

They do not know how many people they had, as they 
were fairly forced out of the streets of Copenhagen, and 
put on board. We have had no proper returns yet, but I 
have sent you, a list of the prizes. We were the luckiest 
line of battle ship in the action, in our loss of men, but 
are roost shockingly cut up in masts and rigging. Lord Nel- 
son never knew, he says, such a ship in his life, her sides in a 
constant blaze with firing, and the men at the same time 
always a cheering. I have only to say, our prizes being 
chiefly hulks, and their hulls most marvellously shot to pieces, 
we shall be obliged to destroy the most of them ; but there 
are eleven fine new seventy-four’s in the harbour, which 
we must soon have. We likewise expect to meet the Rus- 
sian fleet very soon, and have,' no doubt of serving them, as 
we have done ^e Danes. There were twenty-three sail en- 
gaged, eighteen of which we completely conquered in the 
short space of time mentioned. 


/ 
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Crown battericJ bad received considerable in- 
jury, insomugh th^t they could not have mth- 


Lisro? BAKitB »ntrt tazstt. 


Sbpv 

Otmt. 

Ship I. 

Gm 

Wagner . / 

■ 

Shark . , 

. aS 

Albcatccn • . 

. 64 

Charlotte. Amelia 

f 96 

Reniberg . . 

• 34 

Holucln . 

• ^4 

Jariand. , 

• SO 

Seahorse . 

. zo 

CrcracnbcTg 

• 16 

ProrcJiccn . 

■ '64 

Speneris • 

. 18 




One tuvk, one bonit ; »mce *I*o, oociuak, one burnt, tbree 
iettrojtd, aground, namn gaknovn. 


. liarutA Account of the T^ngn^ment, 

The foUowlog li the oScul actouot of the laise naval en- 
psagetnent) tranfaiitcd to bit ftojraJ Highneu the Crwn 
Prince, hy the eommandcr in cbief, OUett fUchcr 

** Oq th3 fim of April, at half past thpet In the afternoon* 
tiro dlviuoni of the Eoghib £eet, under the cortnoanJ of Vice- 
Admiral Lord Nelson, and ■ Rear-sAdmual, neighetl anchor* 
tnd stood caitvard. and bf the south of the middle paasage 
if the road, whese they anchored. This force coniii’-td of 
\rtlrc ships of the line, and sereral large fngates, gtm- 
Mau, tod other itnaller rersels ( in all, thirt) >onc call. 

** On tie id of Aprif, at tftrec qwrcert past ofere/otie 
nomlng, the wind S. E., both ihr m els to lie south, artd tie 
rcsjcls to the north of the middle road, weighed anchor, 
rhe ships of the line and beary fripatea order Lord Nelson, 
tetrtd for the Konigs iefe, to lake ihrir nations ia order 
ilong the line of defence, con£ded to roe. The gon-hcats 
jsd smaJl rcsseli took thnr stations near the town, and il.c 
Lsiilon of Admiral Parker, eoasisting of eight ships ef 
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stood any'serious attack. Many^sbips in tbc Bri- 
tish lincj it cannot be disputed, had sustained 


the line and some small vessels, steered with a press of sail 
southwards to tlic riciit wing of defence. 

*' At half past ten, the foremost ship of Admiral Nelson’s 
division passed the southernmost ship of the line of defence- 
I gave those ships that were within shot, the signal for battle. 
The block sliips, iVovestean and V.'agncr, and immediately 
after thc.'C the Jutland, between which and the block ship 
Dannebrog, the leading English sliip (of 74. guns) fi.vcd her 
station by throwing out one of her tear .anchors, obeyed the 
signal by a well directed and well supported fire, lly degrees 
the rest of the ships came up, and as they sailed past on both 
side? of the ship? already at anchor, they formed a thick line, 
which, as it sti etched northward to the ship c f the line, the 
2ie!and, cng.agcd not more than tuo*thirds of the line of de- 
fence committed to me, while the Three Crowns -nttcry, and 
the block ships, Hlephan: and Mars, with tijc frigate Hiclpc- 
Tcr., did net co;r.c at all into the action. 

" Tn half an hour the battle -was general. Ten ships of 
the line, among which was one of So guns, tlic rest cl.iefly 
sevanty-foar’s, .and from six to eight frigates on the one side. 
On the ether, seven block ship?, of which only, one of seventy- 
four, the rest of sV.:y-fcur end under, two frigates, and sis 
small vectel?. Thi: ’w.as ih.e rctpcctivc rirengtii of the two 
parties. The enemy had, on the whole,” two ships to one ; 
and the block ship, Provesteen, had, besides a 'hip of the line, 
end the Rear-Admiral, f.vo frigates r:ga:r.st her, by v/hich 
she was raked the whole tLm.c, vs'ithcut being able to re- 
tom a shot- 


» If I or.!r 
sad aloas: vi:h 
and Ecrope ha? 
tombar, which 
^ad ahilf vritL 


recapitulate historically what your h'ghncts, 
ycu a great porti''-.': ’orthecitl7.erjs of h/enr.nrk 
m teen, I rr.cy vcrturcto call t" at an ;;neqr3l 


was mnir.tai.ned r.r.d snoported for fo::r near* 
L aarzanoiad cos:r;":c ar.d eifeot, in '//.jicasae 


L ' 
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‘vfery materia] damage j W,. there ■were' Btilj 
remaming, a sufficient number of them to present 

fir^ of the »apcrior force ws« to raach weakeoed for m hoar 
before the end of the battle, that icreral EngUih ihipi, md 
ptiticnUrly Lord Kelion'e, Verf obliged to fire only linglo 
ihoti ; that thb hero hiihtelf, in the middle and my heat of 
the battle, tent a fiag of troce on ihore to pjopow a ceiiadoa 
of Utilities j if I'aJio add, that it wai tnnonoced to m'e that 
t^oEngliih ihipi of the line had ttrod;, but being ropporttd 
by freah ihipi, again houied 'Utelr flagi | I may, in fuch clr- 
comtancei, be permitted to tty, ao^ I believe I nujr appeal 
to the enemy’* ovm confemon, that in thii engagement Den- 
mark'* annent naval rcpaudon^blaied (prth with ineh iecredl. 
ble^eodocr, that, I duak Heaven, all Enropc arc the wit- 
JJCHM of it, ' 

*' Yet the *cale, if not equal, did not decline far to the din 
advaotige of Densark. T^he ahipa that were fint axid meu 
obttinately attacked, even torroonded by the enemy, the Id- 
cotEparaUe Prorcateen fooght till almost -til her gona »cje 
ditmotmted J but theic rejtcU were obliged to give way to 
ntperior force, and. the DanUb fire ceased along the whole 
line from North to Sootlu 

At half-|jait eJeren, the Danoebrog fhip of the Uec, 
which lay along tide Admiral Kelson, wu Kt on fire. I re- 
paired, with my flag, on board tie Hohttia, of the Eae, 
belonging to the north wingi bat the Dionebrog long 
kept her flag flying in *p»ie of tbit ditarter. At the end of 
the battle ihe Lad two hundred and levcniy men killed and 
woonded. 

** At half ptit twe, the Holstein was *o ihattcred, and 
h ad (o many killed and wouodcJ, and to many gout di>- 

hsoented, tbit I thencamty tiepeccaoi to behobted iwttad 

of my flag, taifwmt on ibore to the battery of the Tkne 
Crowns, from which 1 temmanded the nenh wing, wKcJt 
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^ new and formidable line of attack, much nearer 
to the town, tharl that which had been occupied 

Wa3 slightly engaged. \Vith the division of Admiral Parker, 
till about four o’clock, when I received orders from your 
Royal Highness to put an end to the engagement. 

“ Thus the quarter of the line of defence, from The Three 
Crowns to the frigate Hielperen, was in the power of the , 
enemy'; and the Hielperen finding herself alone, slipped her 
cables and steered to Stirbfeir. The ship Elwin, after she 
had received many shots in the hull, and had her masts and 
rigging shot away, and a great number killed and wounded, 
retreated within The Crowns. The gun-boats, l^yebrog-and* 
Aggershuus, which last towed the former away, when^ near 
sinking, ran ashore ; and the Gurnarshe floating battery, 
which had suffered much, together with the block*ship Danne- 
brog, shortly after the battle, blew up, 

• , t 

“ Besides the visible loss the ' enemy have suffered, I am 
convinced their loss in killed and wounded is consider- 
able. The advantage the enemy have gained by their vic- 
tory too, consists merely in ships which are not lit for use, . 
in ‘ spiked cannon, and gun-powder damaged by sea- 
water. ' 

The number killed and wounded cannot yet be exactly 
ascertained ; but I calculate it from i6 to 1800 men. Among 
the former it is with grief that I mention the captain of the 
block-ship, Infoedstratten, and "the frigate Cronenberg, cap- 
tain Thura, and first Lieutenant Hauch, with several other 
brave officers. Among the wounded the commander of the 
Dannebrog, who besides other wounds has lost, his right, 
hand. - ' ' 

“ I want expression to do justice to the unexampled 
courage of the officers and crews. The battle itself can 
only enable you to form an idea of it. 

. “ Olf?rt Fischer,’’ 


T 
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in the first instance ; added to this circumstance, tht 
division still remaining under the orders of Sir Hyde 


The anpocoi Utt of the Danuh oaral forcci is oppOM^ to the Bd 
tUh fleet, under the comtmnd of YicMdmiral Lord Neljorj, intk 
memorable engageroem off Copenhagen, being copki of a pamphici 
pabliihed in ihafdty, in the BogUah language, foon after the aeden 
wiU very appropriately cloie the *00x011. 

No. I. 


FreratccQ, 

Vafnen, 

Radbotj, 


Blod^tUf, 

IKtw, 


f Ttb* tad b«tr 
I j€ 5.5^ giSi « 


i * ^ DtO®- 


« d* 

Ccjc Lt. Extde, 3 la aj 64 ibnbvtad hwa 


•Nlthiof, 

lyUaoi, 

* 8 iwrfbh<ea« 


fhtookvi, 


Dteo, 

lUCM, 

Bbclc< 4 Ur, 


Vri^cacar 

cn-U-R^ < 1. 

Ct|C Bmdt, 5 4 t < 


Ttltt 9 ,dKtV<nit 

e 6 r*i. 


LIM S<»»«.J j ^ TU«.«=>. 


P moAt ot 


Radoa, 

Block-cUr, 


kUt, 

tinro Ilanth, 
liort. Metier, 


7 aa 196 T«^ 4 Ia»- 
I 1 * t 5 { Ttkrotdico* 

5 C»itbt cJ 


D-"- .. s 1. Era«i- ' 

*Grctikr’iK*St«,Na. !• LVat.VB!m««» 11 »4 m Diitt. 


Acftnhaii* 

SyjQittt, 


fraiBi, 


Um. Ftxm. «> *• at! 5 ^?^^ 
EUreftheEae, CtfLlLuM*, 13 


1 tnt. 

\ *fiTT «t* t-ru- 
( tv.trtieaW'ti- 


OurtotteAnelU, CtrcKotri, *« tif 




Ridtn, 


LoMUJkV*, IS il it« ChnK 

AWtJ O • «• 

t^r 

• . tT*^**^***^ 

leJfjeJstmtc, CtttTHr*, t7 N k*na. 


ILdittic, 


irnlrn,. m^--. 

T»nJ •»> 4VI 
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Parker, liad ilever been in action ; the ships 
which composed it were entirely fresh, while the 

The force remaining in the road to defend the harbour, un- 
der the orders of Chamberlain Stein Billc ; 


Nitnct of SI Ipi. Dttctlptlon, 

Commindtn. 

voi 

OaSla 

Elephanten, Block-ship, 

Capt. Von Thura, 

19 

70 

Mars, Ditto, ' 

Cajit. Gyldehfcldt, 

2 o 

64 

Danncmark, Ship of the line, 

Chamber. Stein Bilie, 

21 

74 

Trekroner, Ditto, - 

Capt. Riegelsten, 

22 

74 

Insj Frigate; 

Capt. W. Brown; 

aj 

40 

Sarpen, Brig, 

, , . — . ..1 


18 

Nodclvcn, Brig, 

, 

— 

iS 


Twelve chebecks, each of two 24 pounders j two of ditto, 
of 12 pounders j the great Trekroner battery, of thirty 24 
pounders j ditto, thirty-eight 36 pounders, and one 96 
''pounder carronade, provided with three furnaces to heat 
balls. 

The ships and- vessels marked * were placed a little behind 
the others, on account of their weakness; but in the evening 
of the ist of April, commodore Fischer seeing the great 
number of the enemy, ordered them to co.mc into the line. 

It can easily be perceived, that this defension was to an- 
swer no other end, than to keep a wise enemy at too great 2 
distance to bombard the town, or to make an audacious ene- 
my so great a resistance, as would cost them many men, and 
endanger their ships in such a degj'ee as to render their future 
proceedings of little consequence. 

The result has answered these expectations. The enemy 
taking advantage of the defension being, immoveable, attacked 
.the weakest part thereof ; but were so warmly- received, and 
met with such along and unexpected resistance, that they pre- 
ferred negotiation to hostility. 

_ " No 2. ■ 

Soutli Wing of Defension. 

^hat state the ships were in, which composed the line of 
defension, with the number of guns, and weight of metal 
, . each ship carried. . . ' 


T 2 
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Danes t>n llieir part bad no effective opposi6on 
to offer, except from two ehip?, and as many 

ProniTXiir, — An old tlirte decter, cot dotm to two 
deda, dii mantled ud condemned; twtnty-dght gost of 
36 poondco* and twcnty-^glit of *4 poonden. 

VaatYEir.— An old two decker, quarter deck cot down, 
condemned ; tQ her grms of 24 poundeTY4 

Riitoiiaio. — An old ptEam Jor the traniport of'camlry, 
with malts ibd lalli, her gQnioftwenty>roarpooaden. 

NTtBtob.— Ditto, coosplclcly rigged; herguoi ofl*cBty* 
four poonden* 

IVLtAKD.'— An old t^ro decker, condemned; wiihoutpoop 
or maid. Twenty-fottf gun* of poonden, and twenty- 
four of ta pounders. 

SotaritcKK.—Sqoare doating battery with maiu; t&o 
guns of tS poondert. 

Ktoaaaoo.^An old condeioDed Oigate, cut down and 
dbmanded ; the guns of 14 poonderi. 

A battery, like the SuerEdten; the guns of 16 

pounden. 

DasMiBaoQv'An old condemned two decker, cot down 
and dismantled; the guot, twcoty-fonr of *4 poundcri, 
twenty-four of la poouders, and fourteen of 8 poundcri. 

Etvajr,— A small repcadog yeiiel rigged 1 the guns of 14 
pounderi. 

GaxHiia’s Float. — Old, andwuhout main ; the guns of 
04 pounders, 

, AcoiasHuct.— An edd aealry transport, wiihoatEUUi 
or sails; berguns of 34 pounders. 

StvcLtAKO.— A nro decker condtinbed andnan'fg^dt 
the guns, thir^ of 34 pouitden, thirty of |9 pounden, sed 
foonetoof 8 pounders. 

CKaatoTTi Aiiii.iA.-»A condemned ladumsni cun* 
draned and disnastled ; the guns of pqoadcrt* 
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> liulks, mooreH in such manner as to protect 
■ the entrance to the arsenal. The city and its 

■ SoHEsTEM. — A battery like the Suerfisken ; the guns of zf 
pounders. 

, Holstein. — A two 'decker newly repaired, and able i to 

'Oerve for twelve years ; the guns, twenty-four of 24 -pounders, 

twenty-four, of 12 pounders, land 12 of 8 pounders. . . 

lKFOEDSTRATTKN.~An old condemned two decker, cut 

down and dismantled j twenty-six guns of 24 pounders, 

twenty- six of 12 pounders, and twelve of 8 pounders. 

Hiclperen. — A good completely rigged frigate; the 

guns of 36 pounders. 

’ \ 

Nortli Wing of Defension'. 

Tlie ^Battery or Island of Trekroner, 

Mars — df 64 guns, an old two decker, condemned, with- 
out masts. 

• Elephanten — of 70 guns, ditto. ■ 

This wing, which properly defended the entry of the har- 
bour, was likewise supported by the advanced battery of the 
citadel, and' by a movable squadron, situated behind, which 
' consisted of the Dannemark, of 74 guns ; Trekroner, of 74 ; 

• the Isis, of 40 ; and the Sarpen and Nidelven brigs, of 1 8 guns 
^ach ; under the orders of Chamberlain Bille, 

No. S. 

■ Remarks. 

■The frigates that raked the Proyesteen fore and aft, were 
at anchor opposite the battery on Araak island, at about 
. 3400 Danish feet distance. 

The guns of the outermost fortifications, at the S.E. of Co- 
penhagen, being 4000 Danish feet distant from .the nearest 
ships of defen§ion, were of no service while'the action lasted ; 
they began to fire when the enemy took possession ol the 
-abandoned ships, buf it was at the same time that the pirley 
appeared. • 
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inhabitanU would, in a very few hours, have 
been completely exposed to the'dreadfiil thtmdcr 
of the British bomb vessels. 

Pirker'f dMcoo wu eagagto^ «c s gr«tc dactoce. Tbe 
bloctilapi of the north wlog and the Trekrcmti battery kept 
himiaavciuwell It to Out Ferker'i mouoot 

coold hare no o^ier tertdenoy than to hinder tiili part of the 
~ defestioa from auUdng the otben» and to keep Steen BUk't 
Kpudron from coming oat to take posacakto of thote Eng- 
liih aUpi which bad urack, or to loccoar the nevett part 
of the fighting wing, 

Ttm citade], too £ir betind to nte !ta great goes, threw 
•evenl ahellit ^t ^aoon lef; oS* pn acconnt of iu gnat 
diituce. 

The foe tod pot only the adranta^ of the wind* which 
sent the tmoke on oar thtpt* bet UJtewiae of the corrtnts 
which permitted theta to ttop where they thonght proper> by 
means of a item anchor, aod thereby were enabled Jadklonaly, 
ti Commodore Fucher mentioBi in his report, to anltt, corer, 
or draw back thdr ahlpr, in order to dutribaie the damage 
to etpally on all, that none thoold be iDtaTly loit, bat that 
they might all, at leait in tppeaiance, tafely come oot of lo 
' warm a fight, . , 

The Danes had the mbfortone, half an hoar after iheec- 
tion began, to hare the Rcndcsborg praim'f cable itot cf, 
which earned him to drlre on a bank behind the Cone, with 
her bows towards the enemy, so that she became melnr. 

The second odtfortnne, which happened alm^t lomediife- 
ly, «u the Dannebrog's catching fife. The third, that the 
SyrlUdd's cables were shot away,, The fourth war,^ that the 
chief of the Infbcditnticn killed by ihc same fire from 
the ettttuy. 

The fight was, BCTerthelcsi, contlnaing, and the fire cf 
the sonihaaly fortificaucm of the town became efettltc# 
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The candour of Denmark itself adrtiits the vic- 
tory to have been complete, and that future re- 
sistance would bav^e been vain, and futile. Ad- 
mitting, however,' for a moment, and merely for 
the sake of argument, this not to have been, 
strictly the case, our admiration, our wonder, and' 
bur applause, in viewing the conduct of his lord- 
ship, would, paradoxical as, if may appear, rise 
at Jeast to the same height it would have done, 
had he been in the actual situation of giving laws 
to the vanquished. We know not how suffici- 
ently to. admire that greatness of mind, which, 
when surrounded by the most imminent perils, 
can form the most glorious and extensive plans, 
nor can we appreciate sufficiently high the value 
of that wonderful intellept, that, in the precise 
and critical moment, can seize the happy oppor- 
tunity of deciding the fate of battles and of king- 
doms. He came, , he saw-, and'he_pxexcame, 
rni^t longTTave been considered his lordship’s 
motto, and* the tale of his 'conduct; but his. 
northern opponents had the felicity of experi- 
encing, in their antag onist, tliej?onducUGf a truly 
brave, generous, and 'benevolent maq. 

well as that of the block-ships, the Mars and Elephanten, 
and the Trekroner battery, by the approach of the enemy; 
when Lord Nelson sent a.parley on shore ; he thereby gained 
time to succour those of his ships that had sthick ; to help 
- othert off that were aground, and to take a quiet -possession 
pf those wrecks that wof^ either surrendered or forsaken, ’ 
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It has been already observed, that negotiations 
between persons of honour, having a firm reliance 
on the conduct ofeach othcr/arc, gcnenill) speak- 
ing* quickly concluded, and never umduly pnn 
crastinated for the purpose of furthenpg the pri- ‘ 
vatc views ofi either party, -^uch was the case in 
the present instance , for after a negotiation^* 
'which continued only seven da}-3, all the prclinii- 
Haiy*lcrra8 ^rc^mplctcly airanged of a treaty 
which promised fair *to rcsttJrc tranquillity to 
northern Europe.^ , ► 

* The Dmlih £t»vcmmcot on the one hand, and Admlnl 
Sir Hj'dc Pwker, hoight, cotmmndcr in chic/ of bw Bntin- 
ade Majcity'* fsrcei lo the road of Copenhagra, on the other,, 
iieicg, from medrea of haauoitr, equally ansioos to pot a itop 
t(^ the further cSaKonorhloodi and to lare the city of Copenha-^ ' 
gen from the dimtrooi comeqaencet « hicb nay attend a Tor- 
ther prosecouOQ f f houiHtie) ogaanat Out city, b^re mota* 
ally agreed opon a military anniiuce, or loiperuioo of armii 
Ha Danuh MaJeir/hanDg for Out porpoie aprointcd Ma- 
jor- Q cp en l Emat Fredenck Walteniorff, Lbambcrlaip to 
hit Danuh Majeny, and CcioocI to a regunent, and Adjo« 
tant-GcDeral Ham l^indholm. Captain In hii Danuh f»1ajaty‘i 
navy, hu Commlwlanen for agreeing ahoot the tenni of the 
aaid artnUdee t and Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, kmght, har- 
ing, with the nrae rir*-, doty amhomed the PaghtHoTitwr* 
abU Horatio Lord NeUon of the Nile, Kn ght of tic moit 
honoarahle Order of the Bath, Doke of Drontc In Sicily^ 
Knight of the Grand Cron of the Order of St. Fpdiea^d 
and of Merit, and of the Imperial Order of the Crriccnt, 
Vice-Admiral in the fle« of hb Btitanruc Majoty, an 1 ibe 
lIoBOorable WlEam Etewart, Li«teiunt»CoIaiifI la bu Pn- 
tannicMajeity’i lerrkejacd commairfing a deuchmcni cfhti 
^litaDoic Majeity’* fortHcmhaikedi the raid Contriw oncit 
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However writers and assertions may vary in re- 
spect to the reception his lordship experienced 


have met thh day, and having exchanged their respective 
powers, have agreed upon the following terms ; 

Article I. l''rom the moment of the rignaturc of tins ar- 
mistice, all hostilities shall intmcdialcly cease between llic 
fleet unucr the command of Admin.l Str Hyde Parker, and 
the Ciu of t openhagen, and all tlic' armed chips and vesscle 
of hi'; Danish Majesty in the road, or harbour of that City, as 
likewise between the different islands and protdnccs of Den- 
mark, Jutland included. , 

Article II. The armed ships and vessels belonging to his 
D."‘msh Majesty shall remain in their present actual situation, 
as to .armament, equipment, and hostile position 5 and the 
treaty, commonly understood as the treaty of armed ncutra- 
, lit)', shall, as far as relates to the co-operation of Denmark, 
be suspende 1 while the armistice remains in force. 

On the other side, the armed ships and vessels under the 
command of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, shall in no manner 
whatsoever molest the City of Copenhagen, or his Danish 
Majesty's armed ships and vessels on the coasts of the differ- 
ent islands and provinces of Denmark, Jutland included j and 
in order to avoid every thing which might otherwise create 
uneasiness or jealousy. Sir Hyde Parker shall not suffer any 
of the ships, or vessels under his command, to approach within 
gun-shot of the armed ships, or fore of his Danish Majesty in 
the road of Copenhagen. This restriction shall not, however, 
extend to vessels necessarily 'passing and repassing through 
the Casper, or King’s channel. 

Article HI. This armistice is to protect the City of Co- 
penhagen, as also the coasts of Denmark, of Jutland, and. is- 
lands included, against the attack of an/ other naval force 
which his Britannic’Majcsty may now, or hereafter, durihg its 
remaining in force, have in those seas. 
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■when he first landed at Copenhagen, all accounts 
seem to agree m one point} that the reserve, or 

ArtidelV. The 0e«t 6f Admiral Sir Hjrdc Padcfrilall 
be permitted to proride tudf tt Copenh^eo, ted tloflg tte 
coatti of the different Iiltndt and prOTinca of I>tniiurl(> and 
Jntltod included, with ewy thing which it toijr rttjiriie for 
the health and comibrt of lu crewt. 

Article V. Admiral Sir Mydc Parlctf ihtll lord on »hore 
alt tneh tabjecta of hit Diniih Majercy aa are now on board 
the BritUh fieet, dzrder hi« (omsund, the Danhfa goremsest 
^S^gtng to gire an acknowledgment for them, u idto for all 
each woonded aa w e re permitted to be landed aAer the ac^on 
-of the ad inataot, b oi:der that they may be accounted for ia 
faronr of Great Oritab, in the nn/orttinate ertnt of the rt-y 
newal ofboiuUtlet* 

Article VI.^ The coating trade carried on by DentBart 
along all inch parta of her coast u art incloded in the opera- 
tion of this insmUe, ehall be nnmolested by any Bndsh ihlpa 
or reneh whaicrer, and tnetrocuoni gtrea actordingfy by 
Admiral Sir Hyde Parker. 

Article VIL Thbannaiiccb tocontmoeoninteTTtiptedhy 
the contracting pirtin for the apace of feortcen weeks, from 
the ilgnatore hereof, at the expiration of which time It shall 
be In the power of cither of the aald panin to declare a ctiti- 
tion of tie tame, and to rccomtnencc hostfliciff opcttglrisff 
fourteen days preriota notice. 

The eondrtimu of tilt armbdcc art npoo all occadom t» 
be explained m tb* molt bberal and loyal manttf r, to w to if* 
more all ground for further dbptote, and &cnifiie the means 
of bringing aboot the rrs'oratloij of harmony and good XEdcr* 
ctandirig between the r*o kbigdoai. 
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sullenncss, (ifso coarse.gi word be allowed,) dis- 
played, by the Danes when they first beheld him, 
quickly disappeared. His presence ever seemed 
to produce hilarity; and the joy of the populace in 
a very few hours could hardly have been exceeded 
by that, which his’appearance would have excited 
in any country where he was most popular, or 
even in his own. He passed through them, not 
elated by the pride of victory, but with all the 
humility and affability of a courteous stranger, 
whose chief, and only wish appeared to be that of 
desiring to be pleased himself, and contribut- 
ing at the same time to the pleasure of others. 
The various instances of conspicuous conduct 
which had taken place among the Danes during 

i 

In faith whereof, \vc, the undersigned commissioners, in. 
•virtue of our full powers, have signed the present amusticc, 
and have affixed lo it the seal of our arms. 

Done on board his Britannic Majesty’s ship the 
London, in Copenhagen Roads, April g, i8oi. 

(Signed) (£, S ) Nelson and Bronte, 

(L S ) William Stewart. 

' , ' . (L 5) Ernest Frederick 

' Walterstoff. 

{L S ) Hans Lirdholm. 

In pursuance of my above-mentioned authority, I ratify 
• Tthis document with my hand, ' ' 

{ L ' S ) Frederick. 

Ratified by me, • ■ 

( L . S ). Hyde Parker, 

Admiral and commander in chief of 
his Britannic Majesty’s fleet. • 
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the late encounter, his ever active and penctratmj 
mind revolved with carcj and the bsiduity he 
used in informing himsejf who thoic penom 
were, who had distlngnishcd themselves, together 
with the warmth he is said to have recommended 
them to the Prince of Denmark,* could not have 
been exceeded, had he Itself been the Admiral 
who comnu^ded them. Of this a singular in* 
stance is given in an Account written bf a modem 
travclicr, Mr, Carr, not only of the action itself, 
but of his lordship^s rcccplion -by the Crown 
Prince. 

*• The dlizens of Copenhagen in a moment 
flew to their posts, aU distinctions were lost in the 
love of their country j nobles and mechanics, 
gentlemen and shopmen, rushed together in 
crowds to the quays, the sick crawled out of 
their beds, and the very lame were led to the sea 
‘side, imploring to be taken in the boats which 
were perpetually going off with cro^*rds to the 
block-shtpi; a carnage at once tremendous and 
novel only served to increase their enthusias'm- 
A\'hnt an awful moment ! The imtikcd \engcancc 
of the British nation, with tlic fury and velocity 
of lightning, was falling with terrible havoefc 
upon a race ofgal/ant people in their vciy capital, 
whose king* were once sealed on -the throne of 
England, and in the veins of whose magnanimous 
Prince, flowed the blood of her august family. 
Nature must have shuddered ns she contemplated 
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such a war with brethren : the conflict was short, 
but sanguinary beyond example^ In the midst of 
the slaughter the heroic Nelson dispatched a flag of 
tnicc on shore, with a note to the Crown Pi'incc, in 
which he wished that a stop should bO put to the? 
effusion of human blood, and to avert the destruc- 
tion ofthe Danish' arsenal, and of the capital, which, 
he observed, that the Danes must tlien sec, were at 
his mercy. He once moreproposed their withdraw- 
ing from the triple league, and acknowledging the 
supremacy of the British flag. As soon as the 
Prince’s answer was received, a cessation of hosti- 
lities took place, and'Lord Nelson left his ship to 
go on shore : upon his arrival at the quay, he found 
a carriage that had been sent for him by Mr. D., a 
merchant of great respectability, the confusion be- 
ing too great to enable the Prince to send one of the 
royal carriages. In the former the gallant Admiral 
proceeded to the Palace, in the Octagon, through 
crowds of' people, whose fury was rising to 
frenzy, and among whom his person was in more 
imminent danger than even from the cannon of the 
block-ships 3 but nothing could shake the soul of 
such a man. Arrived at tfle Palace in the Octa- 
gon, he calmly descended the carriage, amidst 
the murmurs and groans ofthe enraged concourse, 
which not even the presence of the Danish 
oflicers who accompanied him could restrain. 
The' Crown Prince received him in the hall, con- 
ducted him up stairs,- and presented- him to the 
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King, whose long ihatteied state ol^mind, had left 
Km but very little sensibility to display upon "the 
trying occasion. The objects of this impressire 
interview were soon adjusted, to the perfect satis, 
fiction of Lord Nelson, and his applauding coun- 
try ; that done, he assumed the gaiety and good 
humour of a visitor, add partook of some refit- 
ment with the Crown Prince. 

“ Daring the repast. Lord Nelson spoke in rap- 
titres of the bravery of the Danes, and particularly- 
requested the Prince to introduce him to a very 
jopng officer, whom he described as having per- 
formed wdnders during the battle, by attacking 
his own sKp immediately under her lower guns. 
It proved to be the gallant young ^'^llemoeJ, a 
stripling of seventeen : jhe British hero embraced 
Km svith the enthusiasm of a brother, and deli- , 
catcly hinted to the Prince, that he ought to make 
him an Admiral) to which the Prince very hap- 
pily replied, “ If, my Lord, 1 were to make all 
my brave officen Admirals, I should have no 
Captains, or Lieutenants in my service. This he- 
roic youth had volunteered the command of a 
praam, which is a sort of raft, carrying sire small 
camron and twenty-four men, who pushed offi from 
shore, and in the firry' of battle placed them- 
selves under the stem of Lord Nelson’s ship, 
which they most successfully attacked in such a 
rrranner, that although they were below tlic reach 
of the stem chasen, the British marines made 
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terrible slaughter among them ; twenty of these 
gallant men felt 'by their bullets, but their young 
commander continued, knee deep in dead, - at his' 
post, until the truce was announced. He has 
been honoured, as he most eminently deserved to 
be, with the grateful remembrance of -his country, 
and of his Prince, who, as a mark of his regard, 
presented him with -a medallion commemorative 
^ of his gallantry, and has appointed him to the 
command of the yacht, in which he makes hishn- 
nual visit to Holstein. The issue of this contest 
was, glorious and decisive ; could it be otherwise 
when its destinies were committed to a Nelson ?” 

His affability prompted him to examine, and to 
applaud withouffiattery, the diligence and abilities 
. of those, who had not as yet reached a sufficient 
'age ' to contribute towards the defence of their 
country. Viewdng them with the eye of bro- 
therly love, -and wishing to fan the early rising 
flame of genius, he accompanied the praises he 
.bestowed, with presents, certainly rendered .incal- 
culably valuable, when the character of the donor 
was considered. In short,' the page ' of Danish 
history will in all probability candidly record^ to 
future ages, that, Copenhagen, considering him' 
as a foei she' had never , felt one, whom she had 
more occasion to dread; and- viewing him as a 
friend, had' never found a man who more impres- 
sively demanded her 'veneration- and love. 

Although the British nation had been accus- 
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tomed to contemplate with pleaiure on the heroic 
detds of his lordship, yet there was a variety in 
the present exploit which, if it conld not raisi 
his greatncBs beyond that height it had already at- 
tained, at least placed his abilities and intrepidity 
in a new light. Scientific skill, prof^ional know- 
ledge, and manual expertness, were all out of the 
question. The assault on Copenhagen ap- 
proached as near to a military attack, and the act 
of storming a fortified town^ss it was possible it 
could do, even had hutaan invention exerted it- 
self to the utmost, to render the cases as clokly 
parallel as possible. In defiance of the floating 
batteries used on this odcasibn, as the succeda- 
neum for trenches, he bore down like a torrent 
every obstacle that presumed to oppose him j and 
his countr)'mcn felicitated themselves, that h 
would be only necessary to place him in new and 
varied points of danger, to call forth the latent 
energies of his mind, which were equal to every 
ekertion the service df his country might in fu- 
ture demand of him. 

The British Parliament, on the first news of the 
victory, were warm and affectionate in their tri- 
bute of gratitude, and of praise- Individuals oT 
the most distinguished rink paid him the highest 
compliments on his conduct. In the House of 
Peers, after a motion made on the i6th of April, 
by the Earl St, Vincent, that the thanks of the 
House should be given to Sir Hyde Parker, the 
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commander in chief, Lord Nelson, Rear-Admiral 
Graves, and the rest of the odicers and seamen, 
for their very exemplary bravery displayed on 
the memorable occasion alluded to. The Duke 
of Clarence, among other observations and 
compliments, when speaking of Lord Nelson, 
said, That fortune seemed to back his courage 
and intrepidity in every enterprize he engaged j 
and acknowledged his own personal obligations, 
as a Prince of the Blood, to the gallant comman- 
ders, and to the whole fleet, for the accomplish- 
ment of a victory, which, probably in its effects, 
would restore the possessions on the Continent 
to his family, together with the peace and secu- 
rity of the British empire and of Europe." 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Addington, at 
that time Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
made a motion of the same tenor and effect with 
that of Earl St. Vincent, declared, that no action 
had taken place in the course of the present war, 
which contributed more to sustain the character, 
and to add to the lustre of the British' arms. 
For its execution. Sir Hyde Parker, Lord Nelson, 
and Rear-Admiral Graves, three most distin-, 
guished officers, had been selected ; and thus pre- 
pared, the armament proceeded to the north. To 
enter into all the particulars of the service was 
unnecessary : it was sufficient therefore to say, 
that the fleet, after passing the Sound, advanced 
to Copenhagen. .Such was the situation- of the 

_ u 
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enemy’s force, that aU our ships could not possi- 
, bly be engaged. In these circumstances. Sir 
, Hyde Parker had, with a degree of judgment 
which reflected the highest credit on his choice, 
appointed Lord Nelson, whose name has already 
been covered ^dth splendour and renown^ to the 
ciecufion of the important enterprize. Great, 
howeVer, as was the courage, the skill, and the 
success which bad been fonnerly displayed by 
this illustrious commander at Aboukir, it was not 
greater than that which had been exhibited in the 
attack upon the fleet moored for the defence of 
Copenhagen i but this was cot all ; after the line 
of defence was destroyed, and whilst a tremen- 
dous fire was still continued, Lord Nelson redred. 
to hU cabin, and addressed a letter to the Prince 
Royal of Denmark ; he then asked that a flag of 
truce might be permitted to land, adding, at the 
same time, that if this was denied, he must be 
obliged to demolish tbc floating batteries which 
were in his power, and that in such case he could 
not answer for the lives of the brave men by 
whom they had been defended. To the an- 
swer, which required to know the motive of 
such a message, bis reply was — that his on!) mo- 
tjve was humanity j that his wish was to prevent 
the further effusion of blood, and that no victoiy 
he could possibly gain, would afford him so much 
pleasure as would result from being the instru- 
ment of restoring the amicable intercourse whlclt 
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Imii so lonp existed between his Sovereign and the 
government of Denmark. Lord Nelson, in con* 
sequence, went on shore, and was received by a 
brave and generous people — for brave they had 
shewn themselves in their defence, and generous 
in the oblivion of their loss ; with the loudest 
and most general ncclamalions, the Prince Royal 
of Denmark had also received his lordship in a 
manner conformable to his high character: the 
negotiation wlfich ensued between them it would 
be highly improper for him now to state; but 
this he muse observe, that Lord Nelson had shown 
himself as wise as he was brave, and proved, that 
there may be united in the same person, the ta- 
lents of the warrior and the statesman.” 

The 'rewards he received, however, were not 
merely confined to the applause bestowed on him 
by the legislative body, and which he so honestly 
merited j for on the -19th of the ensuing month 
his elevation to the rank of Viscount of the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, by the 
name, stile, and title of Viscount Nelson of the 
Nile, and of Burnham Tliorpc, in the county of 
Norfolk, was announced in the London Gazette? 
an addition of worldly honour which, contrary to 
the effect too frequently produced by stich marks 
of royal favour, excited envy in no one ; the only 
symptom of disapprobation which was heard ,1 
being a species of sorrowful repining, that the 
reward had been no greater. 

U/ia 

\ 
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Not\\ithstanding it was known to all, that, in- 
dependent of that event, which would^ccrtainly 
ha\c annihilated the northern confederacy, evch 
if no action had taken place" with the Da- 
pish fleet, the cause of the allied powers had re- 
ceived a -most fatal, and perhaps decisive, blow 
by the encounter; yet it was also evident there 
still remained rhuch to be done. The season of 
haval .warfare in the Baltic is confined by Nature 
herself to a very short space; the utmost alacrity 
and promptitude were therefore necessary ; Rus- 
sia, the most formidable power in the whole 
league, hitherto remained, ay well as Sweden, to- 
tally unattached. The commander in chief, there- 
fore, proceeded td the east^rd in a very* short 
time after the convention already poticedwasagn- 
ed, with such ships of the fleet as were in a proper 
condition for service. L.ordNelsoh rcraaiped at 
Copenhagen under ordert lo follow him with 
‘ such ships of the fleet as he should judge fit for 
further operations i when those whose damages . 
were trivial had b^en repaired in the best man- 
ner circumstances would permit, and the nc- 
ccBSzry snungements had h^n made for the rc~ 
turn of their companions to England, with such 
of the captured ships as should be fit to under- 
take that voyage. The list of the bttcr was ex- 
tremely confined ; for w ith the single exception of 
t)ie Holstein of 64 guns, which was commissioned 
as an hospital-ship, dicy were all ordered to be dc- 
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stroyed, as being completely unfit for services 
Tlie progress of the fleet was continued with ac- 
tivity and diligcnccj although accompanied' willi 
danger. In its passage through the narrow chan- 
nel that divides the islands of Amak and Saltholm, 
the greater part of the ships touched the ground, 
and two or three of them actually stuck fast for a 
short time : no very serious inconvenience or dis- 
aster, however, took-place, and the arrival, of the 
..British armament in the Baltic struck the still un- 
assailed confederates, Russia, Prussia, Sweden, 

✓ 

■with dismay j and Denmark, who had so lately 
felt its effects, with astonishment. The attack of 
the Russian fleet, the most formidable member 
of the league, and which then lay atanchor at Re- 
vel, was intended to be the first operation ; but the 
• commander in chief having received intelligence,., 
while on his voyage thither, that the Swedish 
fleet had put to sea, in the hope of effecting a 
junction with- that of Russia, Sir Hyde Parker 
' immediately steered for the island of Bornholm, 
in the hope of intercepting it. He was in some 
' measure not disappointed ; the Swedish fleet 
■were actually discovered, but its commander fear- 
ing it might experience a repetition of that dis- 
aster which he had j ustleafnt had befallen his allies, 
retired on the first instant the approach of the Eng- 
lish was perceived, and sheltered himself under 
the protection of the' numberless ibrts and batteries 
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ercctcd^on'^dic island at the 'entrance of Carh . 
scrona, for the. defence of that port. 

During this interval. Lord Nelson was most , ‘u 
actively and unremittingly employed at Copen- 
hagen j *ahd on the iSth of April, ^having pro-- 
vided for the most pressing ^cmcrgencie* of the ♦ 
service, be caused the guns of (he St. George, into I 
which ship he had again removed after the 
action of the 6th, to be taken out, and put on 
board an American ship, the passage over, the 
grounds not being practicable for so large a ves- ' 
sel as that which then bore his flag, unless she ^ 
were previously lightened. An adverse wind pre- 
vented his lordship, however, from moving} but, . 
on the same evening, having received information 
of the relative situation between the Swedish and 
British 'fleets, as well as that an engagement, or 
attack might be expected, and burning with that * 
anxious, energy which so strongly charactcru'fd 
his actions on every similar occasion, he ordered ‘ 
bis boat to be manned, for the purpose of follow- , 
ing the fleet, although it was thep nearl^ ted 
leagues distant from him, and the unfred oppersr- 
tion of the wind and ci^nt, threatened most 
powerfully to impede his passage, 

Two or three anecdotes are related concerning 
him on this occasion, strongly indicative, as^ 
well of the state and strength of his mind, as 
pf t|)at wonderful enthusiasm which he at all 
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times displayed in the service of his country* In 
his hnstc he had quirted the St, George without 
being provided with that ncccssnry,nnd customary 
defence n^niust the incleinoncv of tltc wc.ithcr, a 
boat cicah. 'i'his circumslnnce was discovered 
soon after they left the ship, to which he refused 
to return ; nolwiflistanding it \eas then night, the 
wcaiiK'r extremely cold, and it was foreseen that 
some hours must unavoidably jxass ere he could 
reach the commnrider in chief; the master of one 
of the ships belonging to the squadron, who lind 
been ordered to attend him, happened to he fur- 
nished with a great coat, whicli he in vain attempt- 
ed pressing his lordship to make use of j even 
jtis refusal did him honour, v.hcn the terms, .and 
tenor of it arc considered. His answer was neither 
that of a contemptuous arrogance, norliintofan 
assumed- pride, urging a man to acts, and vords 
contrived for the ])urpase of acquiring celebrity : 
men possessing less minds luve sometimes, acted 
in this manner. Tlic reply of Lord Nelson to 
his companion’s affectionate olier w.as in perfect 
unison with every other action of his life : “ I 
thank you, said he, very much ; but to tell you the 
truth, my anxiety keeps me suflicicniiy warm for 
the present 1” 

“ Think you,’' said his lordship presently af- 
terwards, “ the British fleet have quitted Born- 
holm ? If it has/’ added he, without \yaiting to 
have his question answered, ‘‘we must follow it 
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to CarlscTona i” as though he had known instinc- 
tively the thoughts of his, commander in chief 
and the measures he would pursue. Thus we see, 
that in every varied situation of danger^ difficulty, 
inconvenience, and distress, he was equally 
great. That no pressure in either of the forego- 
ing instances, let the magnitude be what it 
might, could abate the ardour of his mind, or di- 
vert it, even for a single moment, from that tract 
which the public service appeared to demand. 

His lordship happily reached his former flag- 
ship'^ the Elephant, about midnight j and, as 
if his arrival had been waited for, being the ab- 
solutely required prelnDioary to the attack, the 
pursuit was continued with such success during 
the ensuing morning, that in a few hours the Swe- 
dish arraamenr, amounting to nine sail of the 
lirte, moored, as already described, under their bat- 
teries, were clearly discovered from the 'deck of 
the Elephant, and her companions. Sir Hyde 
Parker, the commander in chief, anxiously wisl^ 
ing to prevent all unnecessary effusion of blood, 
dispatched the Dart sloop of war, under a flag 
of truce, to the Swedish admiral, \\'ith informa- 
tion of the different events which had so recently 
taken place j the destruction of the Danish line 
of defence, the apparently pacific disposition of 
Denmark, and the armistice which had been 
agreed on with jhat court j requesting, at ihcsame 
time, to be mformed whether the Britisli fleet wai 
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to consider that, of Sweden in the light of friends 
or of foes? The answer was appropriate; it pre- 
vented for the time the co'minencement of war- 
fare, and the arrival of the King of Sweden 
himself at Carlscrona, served to prolong the pub- 
lic tranquillity 

• C:irlscrona, April 23. 

On the 19th the English appeared ofF the entrance of this 
harbour, and sent a frigate with a flag of truce, and a letter 
in the English language, to the Governor, of which the follow- 
ing are the contents : 

, On board the London, April 18, 1801. 

“ The Danish court having been induced to conclude an 
armistice, by which the unfortunate disputes betweeh the 
Courts of Denmark and St. James’s have been accommodated; 
and as I am directed to require an explicit declaration from 
' the Court of Sweden, relative to its intention to adhere to, or 
to abandon the hostile measures which it has taken against 
the rights and interest of Great Briuin, I have the honour to 
, transmit to your Excellency this letter, that I may receive in 
answer a declaration of the resolution of tlic Court of Swe- 
den with respect to this important object, and shall conduct 
my future operations according to this answer, which I expect 
to receive within forty-eight hours. 

** I have the honour to be, &c. 

I 

" Hyde Parker, 

; Commander in chief of the British 

fleet in the Baltic.” 

Vice-Admiral Cronstadt, who has now the command here, 
by order of his Swedish Majesty, who was then at Malmo, 
immediately returned a provisionary answer to the following 
effect : ' ■ - ' ' • 

“ That being, only a military officer, he could not under- 
take to answer a question which did not come within the par- 
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The behaviour of his Swedish Majesty was 
magnanimous, though raildj spitited; though 

tkliUr Circle of tui <Iaty» bat tbat hi* Swedljb bad 

declared he ihould »ooq be at CuUctddj, and that he voold 
then Doafy»to the Admiral hi* Tcaolirtioftr'* ' 

Teatcrday afternoon his Majcnj arrlred here, and catzsed 
the foDowing official -aoswer to be tranjosritted to AdairaJ 
Parker, by Vlce<Adciurtl Crotutadt: 

** ADutaat, 

The Klttg, my martery his commanded me to codmtml- 
cate to yoQ the ioDoviog oSicii] answer to the letter which I 
bad the honow to rrcdre from yon on the j8th iiuttnr. 

<( Convinced that yottr EteeUency is jieHtetly sennh'U of 
the u^ponntice aod acred nature of ptombei vhen once 
made* bn Majesty concefree that the foQosring explicit de- 
■ciantion cannot be attexpeeted by your Excellency ; via* That 
im Sareduh Majesty will not for a moment £tij to fulffi with 
£dcnt7 and sincerity the engagements he has enured Into with 
jbu alUes ; and that, vithoot any refcmce to the parpcabj 
rctcrvenDoa of another penrer, nnder whaurer name it my 
be, and the eSects of which can never be extended to the 
common interests of the hitherto neutraJ powers* This Is tha 
firm and onalteriblc rerolntjon offals Majesty ; equally induc- 
ed by iocEnadon and doty to consider the aSaiis of hb frith* 
fol allies as his own. His Bweduh Mijaty> hosreTcr, wiIT 
not rtfoK to listen to eqahablo proposals for tccommodadjig 
the present dlipatei, made by depatles forniihcd with proper 
anthohty by the King of Gieat Britain to the united nortijero 
power*. 

*• C, O, CaOMiTADT, 

** Adjatant'Gcncral to Hs Swedish Majesty for 
the fleet, and Commander in Chief t? 
CarUctona,** 

■<« Carlscrona, April *$**' 
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inclined to peace ; and the general complexion 
of his conduct convinced the British admiral of 
the sincerity of his assurances, and the rectitude 
of his intentions. Satisfied of these, the continu- 
ance of the fleet oft the const of Sweden was no 
longer ncccssar)'. It was almost in the act of 
proceeding to the gulf of Finland, when a dis- 
patch-boat arrived express from the Russian 
ambassador at Copenhagen, bringing the fol- 
lowing declaration from the emperor of all the 
Russias to the commander in chief of the British 
fleet ; — 

By tlic decease of his majesty the emperor, 
Paul the first of glorious memory, the sceptre of 
the Russian empire has descended, by right of 
birth, into the bands of his imperial majesty 
Alexander the first. One of the first events under 
this monarch has been, that he has accepted the 
ofrer which the British court had made to his 

f 

illustrious predecessor, to terminate the disputes 
which threatened the speedy breaking out of a, 
war in the north of Europe, by an amicable con- 
vention. Faithful to the engagements which he 
has entered into with the courts of Stockholm, 
'Berlin, and Copenhagen, his imperial majesty 
has signified to them his resolution not to act, but 
in conjunction with his allies, in whatever may 
concern the interests of the neutral powers. His 
imperial majesty could not have expected, that 
the British court would have undertaken an hos- 
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ii7c attack upon Denmark, at the very tiqe whm 
Its envoy at Berlin was authorized anew to enter 
into conferences widi the Russian miniiter re- 
siding there. 

** The measures taken his imperial majesty, 
were only in consequence of his wish for peace, 
and the welfare, of mankind ; and to avoid a 
destructive misunderstanding between the con- 
tending powers. The hosdlirics commenced 
against Denmark, and the arrival of an hostile 
ficet> would have frustrated the wish of his impe- 
rial mSjesty to maintain peace, had not this at- 
tack upon his allies been made before his prh- 
posaJs were known to the court of London j but, 
85 the British fleet had sailed for the Sound before 
his Majesty bad ascended the throne, he will wait 
the measures of ttic British court, whai it shall 
be informed of that event. ' 

“ The undersigned general of cavalry, and 
minister of state for foreign affairs, desires there- 
fore in the name of his illustrious sovereign, that ^ 
the admiral in chief of the fleet of his Britannic 
majesty shall desist frpm all further hosolincs '' 
against the flags of ^hc three united powers, till 
his excellency shall have received further direc- 
tions from his sovereign j otherwise the admiral 
must be personally rcsponriblo for the conse- 
quences that may ensue, from the prosecution of 
the war. 

Tliough prepared to repel force with, force. 
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Ills imperial majesty persists in his pacific senti- 
ments; but the justice and moderation of the 
cabinet of London must enable them to reconcile 
the demands of humanity: v/ith the duties 'which* 
he owes to the honour of hi& crown and • the 
interests of his allies.. 

V / VoN Der Pahlen.” 

Such was the state of affairs, when Sir Hyde' 
Parker, after having proceeded with the fleet to 
Kioge Bay, a short distance to the 'eastward of 
Copenhagen, ' resigned his . command to Lord 
Nelson. He could not have confided it in abler 

, • i 

hands ; for although the flames of war had ceased 
to rage, the science of preserving peace, after so 
recent an interruption of amity, with all the 
different powers concerned, became a-task of no 
small difficulty. The placid temper of his lord- 
ship was extremely well suited to the occasion, 
as the following correspondence, between him-" 
self and the Swedish admiral, will fully testify 
' Sir, _ - “ May pth, i8oi. 

“ The former commander in chief of the Bri- 
tish fleet in the Baltic, having, at the request of 
the empetor of Russia, consented not to interrupt 
the Swedish navigation, it would be extremely 
unpleasanf to me, 'should any thing happen, 
which might for a rnoment disturb the returning 
harmony and friendship between Sweden and 
Great Britain. Yoiir excellency: must therefore ' 


I 
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permit me,to inform you, that I am not directed 
to abstain from hosrilities, should I meet with the 
Swedish Beet at sea. As it Js 'therefore in yonr 
power to prevent this, I am convinced that you 
■will consider this intimation as a friendly measure 
on my part, and communicate the same to his 
Swedish majesty. I entreat your excellency to 
helieve that I am, with the utmost respect, 

“ Tour most obedient servant, 

Nelson andJlEoHTi.” 

“ On board the Prince George, 

in the Baltic.” ' ' 

(Answer by Vice-Admiral Cronstadt.) 

“,ADMlaAL, 

“ I have had the honour to receive the letter 
of your excellency of the 8th instant, and hate 
transmitted it to the king my master, who is 
gone from hence to StocVhoIm. When I shall 
receive his answer, 1 will do myself the honour 
of forwarding it to you immediately. 

" C. O. CaoNaTADT, 
Admiral and Commander in Chief of the 
Fleet at Carlscrona." 

“ Carlscrona, May loth, i8oi.” 

Xetter from Lord Nelson to Admiral Cron- 
stadt, Commander in Chief of the Swedish Fleet, 
received at Carlscrona the a^th of May, 1 8 oi : 
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■ ' St. George, at- Sea, 

“Sir, “ May 2.3d,' 1 801. 

y I > 

'' “ In the correspondence "vvliich your excel- 
lency had with the late commander in chief 
of the British fleet, in the Baltic, whb notified to 
you that the Swedish trade in the Cattegat and 
the Baltic should not be molested by British 
cruisers, I find no counter’ declaration on the 
part of Sweden ; I must therefore request of your 
excellency an explicit declaration, that the trade 
of Great Britain in the Cattegat and the Baltic 
shall in no manner be molested by Sweden. 
Your excellency will perceive the necessity of 
such a reciprocal declaration. 

“ I am, wdth the utmost respect, 

“ Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

' “ Nelson and Bronte.” 

To this the following answer was returned: ' 

^ ‘ \ 

Admiral, 

, '' I have to-day had the honour to receive the 
' -letter of yOur excellency of the 23d instant. As 
my instructions do not permit me to issue my 
orders relative to the conduct to be pursued with 
respect to the trade of Great Britain, I shall 
transmit the letter of your excellency to the king, 
my master j and when I receive the commands 
of his majesty on the subject, shall immediately 


( 
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have the honour to conihiunicate to you an official 
answer. I remain, with the utmost respect,' 

* “ Crokitadt.” 

On the following day his lordship had the sa- 
tisfactioa of receiving the subjoined note : 

Carlscrona, May 04. 

Admiral Lord Njjlson, 

''Thave this moment received the'ordcrsof 
the king, my roaster, for taking off die embargo 
of the trade and navigation to England, a copy 
of which I herewith transmit to your excellency, 
as your excellency, in your excellency’s letter of 
yesterday, requested it of me, and as I am now 
enabled, according to my promise, to return 
you an official answer. I am, &c. 

" Crokitadt.” 

A subsequent letter, dated on the 17th of 
June, but which did not reach the fleet till after 
his lordship had quitted the command of it, con* 
eluded the cpistola'ry correspondence in the hap- 
piest manner. 

** Admiral, ' 

** With the gracious approbation of the king, 
my master, I have the honour to sigpify to jouf 
excellency, that, according to the latest accounts 
from St. Petersburgh, his excellency. Lord St. 
Helens, has arrived there, and that the present 
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differences will soon be adjusted in an equitable « 
and pacific, manner, t am hereby. afforded a new 
opportunity of assuring your excellency of my 
sincere and high esteem. 

CrojistadtJ 

'^His majesty’s adjutant on board 
the fleet, arid cotrimarider at 
Carlscroria*” 

The fatigue his lordship had undergone, had 
fconsiderably impaired his health, a circumstance 
Whichji added to the tranquillized state of public 
affairs in the Baltic, caused him, not long after 
the departure of Sir Hyde Parker, to solicit his 
i'ecall also^ but, previous' to his quitting the com- 
mand, he put forth. the following public orders ; 
orders as generally, as they are deservedly ap- 

' V 

plauded. 

“Lord Nelson has been obliged, from the 
very bad state of his health, to apply to the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty, for leave to re- 
turn to England, which their lordships have been 
pleased to comply with; but Lord Nelson cannot 
allow himself to leave the fleet without expressing 
to the admirals, captains, officers, -arid men, how 
sensibly he has felt, and does feel, all their kind- 
nesses to him, and also how nobly and honour- 
. ably they have supported, him in the hour of 
. battle, and the readiness they haVe shewn to 
maintain the honour of their king and country^ 
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on many occanons which have offered ; and had 
morc,opportuniti« presented themselves. Lord 
Nelson is perfectly persuaded they would hare 
added more glory to their country. 'Lord Nelson 
cannot but observe, with the higl^est satisfaction 
which can fill thd breast of a British admiral, that 
(with the exception of the glaring misconduct 
of the officers of the Tigress and Backer gun- 
brigs, and the charges alledgcd against the Iteu- 
tenant of the Terror bomb,*) out of 18,000, of 
which the fleet is composed, not a complaint has 
beefi made of any officer or man in it; “and be 
cannot but remark, that the cstraort^ory health 
of this fleet, under the blessings of Almighty 
■God, is to be attributed to the great regularity, 
the exact disdpline, and cheerful obedience of 
every individual in the fleet. The vice-admiral 
assures them, that he will not fail to rcpfcscnl to 
the lords commissioner* of the admiralty their 
highly praise-worthy conduct ; and if it please 
God, that the vice-admiral rccoven his health, 
he will feel proud, on some future da\, to gb 
with them in pursuit of further glor), and^to 
assist in making the name of our king beloved 
and respected by all the world. 

** Nelson and Brokte." 

“ To the rcspccrivc admirals, captains, tcc. 

St. George, Kiogc Bay, June iSth." 
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' On ‘ the following day * his lordship resigrled 
the commai^d ‘ of the squadron to Sir Charles 

* Four days previous to his quitting the fleet, his lordship 
having received a commission from his majesty to invest Rear- 
admiral Graves with the military'order of the Bath, perform- 
ed that ceremony on board the St. George. 

His Majesty’s ship St. George, Kioge Bay, June 14. 

A chair was placed on the gratings of the sky-light,- on the 
quarter-deck, with the royal standard suspended over it, shew- 
ing the J^g’s arms; The chair Was covered wkh the union 
flag ; a guard was ranged on each side the quarter-deck, con- 
sisting of the.marines and a detachment of the rifle corps ; and 
the captains of the fleet attended in their full dress uniforms. 
The royal standard was Hoisted the moment of the procession 
beginning, which took place in the following order ; 

, Lord Nelson came up the ladder in the forepart of the 
quarter-deck, and made -three reverences to the throne; he 
then placed himself on the right hand side of it. Captain 
Parker, bearing the sword of state, being that which was 
presented to Lord Nelson by the captains of his majesty’s 
fleet, who fought under Ids command at the battle of the 
Nile, followed Lord Nelson, and placed himself on his right 
side, a little in advance, making three reverences to the 
throne, and one to Lord Nelson. His lordship’s secretary, 
Mr. Wallis, then followed,- bearing in his- hand, on a satin 
cushion, the ensigns of the order, making similar reverences to 
the throne and to Lord Nelson. 'Captain Parker then read the 
Huke of Portland’s order to Lord Nelson ; which endedj Rear- 
admiral Graves was .introduced between Captains Hardy and' 
Retalick, making three' reverpe'es to the throne, and one to 
Lord Nelson. The rear-admiral then kneeled down, antT 
Lord Nelson, in the name of his majesty, laid the sword on 
the shoulders of the rear-admiral; the knight elect then rose, 

^ and bending his body a little forward. Lord Nelson, with the 

X 2 
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Morice Pok, who |hid been sent out to relicTe 
him, knd immediately returned to England, . He 
arrived at Yarmouth on the ist of July j and it 

ouutonce Clptalni^ Hirdf t&d RitiBck, pat Uk nbod 
tbc wv km^btS n^bt <honldgr> tnd pj «EM tho ttxr oo Ut 
left bretft : Lord NeUoo tbes soAde a fidt3lde4pect}i oa ibe 
occuk>D^ vldch fimihcd> tKe proctftioti rttirod si tbc 
nste uumer h omct except the new bdfbti wbo went fint} 
miHng OM rercrence to Lord KelKm tnd three to tW 
timnej ' 

The moment the ribtttd wm pet ottr SlrThomti Grtm*! 
•hcmlder, the tigrnl beuig tntdfi prepmore, the whok fi^et 
fired a talottf of twenty-one gtmi i when the certtoemf w« 
Enithedf tbc itasdard WuLttded down* 

The troop! and ouruiea, on hoiiting the mhdttd, proented 
thor trmi. tod the dnune beat a march* tht troope kept thdr 
Ami jtftxnted daxiog the ce remony* and on the standard 
being hauled down & march waa'Dkeviae beau 

The fblloving wu the tpetcb pi.-tdw by Lord Kelion oo 
the oCcason: 

” Sir Thotnaa Graves— Haring folfilla} the exMamani* nf 
hli majesty. In InTeetiog yoa with the endgw of tbo most 
bononrable and mlUury fhda of ibe Bath* 1 cannot bat* ex^ 
press how much I feel gratified that it ihoold hare ftUen to 
my lou to be diretfled to confer this Justly merited beflow 
and special mark of royal ftroor upon you; for I cannot bet 
reSeot, that 1 was an eye-witnew of ytmr high merit 
(Hstingiiished gilliniry on the memorable ad of ApfB, a^d 
for w^h you are now lo hoaouraWy rewarded. 

«• I hope that these bonouri conferred upon you# wIH prore 
to the officers in the service, that a itrlct pciseitnndr la 
jmrsmt of glorious aedems, and the Imitation of yvnr bra« 
and landaHe condact, win ever ensure them the ftronrs a» 
Ttwaids of OUT most gradont tovcrelgn, and the tb«ki a" 
gratitude of our coonuy*” 
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might naturally have’ been ' supposed,' that thp 
same cause which' compelled him tO' solicit his 
recall from the Baltic, "vvould have operated in 
preventing his Jordship from entering into active 
service again^ at least till he had enjoyed, some 
relaxation' from fatigue, and had acquired a most 
perfect re-establishment of his health. 'Thi?, 
however, proved by no means the case ; France / 
finding the ingenious project of the northern con- 
federacy, to which her intrigues originally gave 
birth, and which had been artfully fomented by 
her emissaries, had completely , failed, and that all 
' those sanguine hopes, which had been formed of 
• the advantages that would result from it, were 
now ho- more, now resorted to a second project, 
for the purpose of amusing, if the term be al- 
lowed, the indignation of England, and prevent- 
ing its falling oh some devoted spot, where, in 
just retribution for the horrors which ' Buona- 
parte and his predecessors had spread over the 
face of Europe, jt might pour jts most terrific 
' vengeance, \ , 

I * 

It has been reiteratedly , remarked with the 
greatest justice, both by historical, and political 
writers, that the phantom of invasion has in all 
instances of this sort, proye.d the best adapted to 
answer theyiews of France. In repetition, there- 
fore, of the same measure, which e'jqjeriencc 
had- proved so often successfnl, .a considerable 
nijmber of French troops were 4mwn down to the 
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’ different parts of the opposite coasts -nearest to 
England; and a flotilla extensive, in point of 
numbers, and in report, as to its equipment, highly 
formidable, began to be collected in divers of the 
minor ports, during the early part of die summer. 
The accumulated reinforcement of soldiers, and 
the additions made to this new fanglcd marine, 
began at length to cxdte the attention of the 
Bridsh ministry j a considerable military force 
’ marched towards the coast, the counties of Kent 
and Sussex were warned to be constantly on 
the alert, and extensive additions were made to 
the armament of light vessels, which, during the 
whole of the war, had" been stationed in the 
Downs, and its environs. . * ' 

system of mere defence was by no means 
suited to the ideas of the Bridih government, or 
the wishes of the people j and although it might 
have been considered an act of madness, or folly 
to h&vc threatened a retaliation of warfare equally 
extensive with that vainly menaced by France, it 
was nevertheless thought political, and judicious 
to make desultory attacks on such of these marine 
d(ip6ts as appeared most vulnerable, and attempt 
the destruction, not only of the vessels them- 
selves, but of the batteries which protected them. 
The project was wise, and appeared to promise 
success; it was supposed, and properly so, that 
no enterprize could be more degrading to France, 
or could clcv ate the situation of Britain to a greater 
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height in the- eyes -of all Europe and of thc' 
world, than an happy seizure of the critical mo- 
mcint .of commencing the attack^ when their 
preparations were brought nearest to the' summit 
of supposed perfection, , 

The eyes of ministers were impulsively turn- 
ed with unanimous concurrence on Lord Nel- 
son : ’^the command was offered to him \ an(f 
he disdained, notwithstanding the deJifcate state 
of his health, and his recent return from a most 
fatiguing service, to hesitate a single^ moment in 
accepting of it. Some persons have asserted that 
. his lordship not only made a voluntary tender 
of his services on this occasion, but was the ac^' 
tual proposer of the project. The matter is im- 
material, which ever way the fact stands ; but 
-although the propriety of the choice must have 
forcibly struck all ranks of persons, there were 
not wanting some individuals, who affected rather 
to disapprove of his lordship’s appointrhent on this 
occasion. It was very extraordinary, however, 
that few, or none of' them agreed together in 
the reasons they gave for this dissent. All, how- 
ever, reflected the highest honour .on his lord- 
ship. It was urged in one place, that, the general 
character of the service was hurt by the appoint- 
ment ; in as much as it appeared to shew the 
world, from his lordship’s being again so sud- 
' denly called into service, that England- could 
produce no other person capable of conducting 
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so arduom an attact. In the opinion of others, 
the appointment was considered an hardship, 
owing to the fervjcfs his lordship had already 
performed, the dangers he had encountered, Ih^ 
fatigues he had tfndergonc, and the injury his 
health, ^ his constitution luturally weak, musf 
have sustainnd from artijety apd extraordinary 
^ertion. The third opinion was, if possible, 
more flattering to his lordship’s character, thap 
either of the foregoing; the expedition waj 
thought of too humble a nature, fo demand the 
services of this great ippn ; many persons held, 
that it was a degradation to the conqperor at 
Aboukir, to be employed on an enterprise againtt 
a paltry flotilla. Expeditions, added they, qf 
the first class only, should be confided to heroes, 
whose character was so indelibly stamped as his 
own; and by a very apposite quotation declared, 

** Nec D«ti 4 lotemt) nl dignia nndkc Dodof 
Iwercrit.’^ 

Notwithstanding these difierent grounds of dii- 
pgreement, all united in one point of opinion t 
ihat 3 fitter insttumenr so sveh so occasion could 
not have been chosen, than Lord Nelson; that 
his veiy name was a tower of mighty strength ! 
arid that eveiy thing which the power of man 
could eflect, was not only to be naturally ex- 
pected from the skin at well as gallantry of hH 
conduct, but success was considered as the al- 
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most inevitable consequence resulting from hi? 
appointment. , ' ' . ■ 

To return, however, for the present, to 
simple narrative : his lordship, as has been al- 
ready related, landed on the ist of July, at i Yar- 
mouth, where he was received, if not with all 
the honours due to his great name and renown, 
with such as the magistracy, the inhabitants, and 
the military, were capable of displaying, to evince 
their high respect and esteem. On this occasion 
too did his lordship, never relaxing for a' single 
moment from those firm and genuine principles 
of benevolence and humanity, w^hich so indelibly 
marked his character, again exhibit to the world a 
fresh proof of both. His first occupation, after he 
had reached the shore, was to visit the hospitals, 
which contained those unfortunate persons who 

• had been wounded under his command at the 
attack of Copenhagen. He inquired with the 
attention of a parent, and a friend into the state 
pf their health, their wants, and their situation ; 

• and in all cases, where his advice, his intcr- 
' ference, or his assistance became necessary, his 

aid was afforded with the affection of a true phi- 

• ianthropist, and with the tenderness of a foster 
parent. Previous to' his quitting the town, the 

' volunteer cavalry assembled, and insisted, as 
' an humble token of their esteem, on escort- 
^ ing his lordship on his journey as far as Lowe- 
stoffe. 


I 
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In a very few days after hU arrival in London, 
he received his new commission, which appointed 
him commander in chief of a squadron, em- 
ployed between Orfordness and Beachyhead; 
together with the whole Bodlla of gun-brigs, 6re- 
shipj, bomb-fetches, and vessels of every other 
description, together with the sea-fencibles, em- 
bodied within the same district, and all the bpats, 
or floating defence vessels, on board which they 
were appointed to act. He, accordingly, pro- 
ceeded almost immediately to Sbeemess, and 
hoisted his flag on board the Unit£ frigate of 32 
guns. He sailed from thence in a very few 
days afterwards, and, as if it was determined by 
fortone, that every action of this great man’s life 
'should be accompanied with celebrity, in his 
passage from the Norc, instead of pursuing the 
usual course, and proceeding through the King’s 
channo’, 1 e chose to attempt, using the proper 
precautions for the safety of the ship, a passage 
which had always been considered impracticable 
for ships of war, bat which proving otherwise, 
has ever since been appropriately termed Nel- 
son’s Channel. 

As a proper preliminary to the intended entcr- 
prizc, a general and strict embargo was imposed 
for the pre\ ention of all intercourse whatever, bc- 
tw cen the ports of England and those of the oppo- 
site ebasts*, the most positive orders were also given, 
tlmt no person of any description, or rank what- 
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ever, should be permitted to land from France, the 
ports of Flanders, or of I lolland. Notwitlistand- 
ing, however, this strictly enforced precaution, 
either that jcaiousy, naturally’nttcndant on timidi- 
ty, had excited apprehensions in the mind of 
France, or she had been, with more truth, per- 
haps, might it be asserted, corrcctlv informed by 
her trusty, and treacherous emissaries, of the blow 
with which she was menaced. Every precaiitio]i 
was immediately taken on her part, to secure 
herself, far as her powers permitted her, from 
the violence of it. From Brest to the Texcl the 
shores were lined with troops ; immense bodies 
had been purposely marched from tlic interior on 
the occasion, with astonishing rajridity ; batteries 
■were erected, and furnaces prepared for the pur- 
pose of heating red hot shot ; in short, nothing 
was 'left undone, or untried that the knowledge 
of the soldier, or the skill of the engineer, could 
suggest, for the purpose of presenting the most 
' formidable obstacles to the success of their as- 
sailants. 

It was remarked with correctness, on this oc- 
casion, that the vvar between France and Great 
Britain assumed a new but highly interesting ap- 
^ pcarance to the individuals of both countries. 
That in former wars, and indeed in the preced- 
ing part of that which then existed, the distant 
colonies of both had most severely felt its terrors, 
while their vitals had remained nearly untouched 
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and unmolcstcdr now, however, the enCfimp- 
mend of France on the coast of Picardjr, and 
those of England on the shores of Kent, revived 
in idea the days of.thc Henrys and the Edwards, 
when s single battle frctjucntly determined the 
event of the war, and prescribed the terms of 
future peace. 

On the 30th of July, his lordship, who had 
then reached Deal, hoisted his flag on board the 
Eeyden, of 68 guns, from whence he very sooij 
afterwards removed it to the Medusa. His force, 
independent of the Leyden, consisted of the 
Ruyter and York, of 64 guns each) the Uls,' of 
505 the Hind, Brilliant, Medusa, and seve- 
ral other frigates, with gumbngs, fire-ships, and 
different vessels, raising the amount of the whole 
arraaraent to forty sail of various descriptions. 
As the limits of the command were in consonance 
with the abilities of his lordship, cxtcntivcj so 
were the powers also, on which he was on this ^ 
occasihn invested, unusual. To remedy, ai far 
as human aid could render its assistance, the dif* ^ 
ficuUy under which bis lordship laboured, in 
consequence of the loss of his right arm, he bad 
the extraordinary allowance of three marine aides- 
du-camp, and, in short, experienced every 
other possible respect that could be shewn him by 
the board of admiralty, in regard to his suite, and 
appointments. 

Though public opinion had for some dau 
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' jirognosticated the*gcneral destin'iition of tlic ex- 
pedition, yet the spot destined! first to feel its 
fordc, remained unknown; so that expectation 
was raised on Up-toe, when; on tltc ist of Au- 
. gust, his lordship quitted the Djowns, and stood 
over to - the coast of France.'; Bjoulognc sur-mcr, 
it appeared, was fixed on as the' debut of the cn- 
terprizc; it had long been the principal point of 
rendezvous on that coast, for the gun-boats and 
other^small craft, destined, acdording to report, 
for til e invasion of Britain. It | had been, more- 


over,, a. receptacle for the nest of small privateers/ 
which had at different periods vdiry severely injur- 
ed ,the coasting trade of Britain^ carried on, gene- 
rally speaking, in vessels totally jdcfcncclcss. On 
both these grounds, therefore, the destruction of 
this port, with its contents, wis judicious in re- 
spect to the attempt, and ,would have been ex- 
tremely grateful in the success laf it. The flotilla 
which had' acftially been prepared within itself, 
had lately received a very considerable rcinforcc- 
, ment from Calais ; and it apjicared, that owing 
to its very shallow' draught of water, as well as 
the proximity which it was Constantly enabled 
to keep in respect to the shore], that it w^s a mat- 
ter almost amounting to impolisibility for the Bri- 
tish cruisers, with all their alCrtness, to prevent 
such a junction, or any subsequent measure of the 
sarne kind, in respect to vessels of the same de- 
scription, that might be attempted by the enemy. 
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The coast in ^hc neighbourhood of ^ulogne 
runs in a direction nearly cast, ind west. To 
the eastward a ‘point of land juts out, which 
forms a bay, in' the centre of which is the 
mouth of the harbour opening to the north. The 
floating force of the enemy, consisting of six 
large brigs, two schooners, and twenty gun- 
boats, were anchored in R Jinc^ along the shore, 
at little more than a qi^arter of a mile’s dbtance 
from it. The vessels were formed in two sepa- 
rate divisions; the largest of thete was stationed 
to the westward of the entrance into the port, 
the remainder to the eastward. The mist power- 
ful \csscl belonging to the enemy was moored 
off the mouth of the harbour, which was still 
farther protected by a strong battery on the 
beach, and a second on the eastern pier-head. 
A considerable encampment was discovered on 
the heists, extending on each side of the town. 
Such was the formidable positioii of defence, 
which presented itself to his lordships view, 
when he arrived off Doulognc on the 3d ot 
August. 

llic whole of the day was unremittingly em- 
ployed in rcconnoitcriug, and in making the 
necessary arrangements for immediate attack; 
and in the evening a trial was made by the bomb- 
vessels, Qs to the extent of the ranges the shells 
tl cy thre.v, would make. The trial proving 
completcl) satisfactory, the signal \\as made to 
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call them off, andLthe/vvhple armaraprit came to 
an anchor,, at a distance of four miles from the 
town. At.b'reak of day, on the .ensuing morning, 
the preparations . for commencing the attack 
began. ’ The vice-admiral himself at four o’clock 
stationed 'thfe bomb-vessels, which were five, in 
number, extending in an oblique line from, the 
western, point of the enemy’s position. They all 
reached their several stations, and the bombard- 

r' 

ment‘ actually, commenced a little before five 
o’clock. Behind, and in support of these terrific 
assailants, a line, composed of ships of war, was 
stationed under weigh, ready to protect flrem on 
the instant,, should any unforeseen molestation’ 
. take place.- . His lordship himself, having his 
-flag on board the Medusa,- took his post 
directly ih -the front of the harbour ; a dine of 
small ships of war extending from . his right; 
behind, and in ^support of these, the Leyden, of 
' 64 giins, was stationed. 

It had at first been his lordship’s intention, to 
have made the attack with the bomb-ketches only; 
and the motive, for this determination v/as judi- 
cious in the extreme. Tlie range of shells being 
infinitely -greater than, that of- shot, the vessels 
from, whence they were .thrown, were capa- 
ble of being placed at - such a distance, that 
they could carry on their operations and attacks 
„ completely undisturbed by the enemy. At si.x 

igh water. 


o’clock, however, it being then nearlv bir^'* 
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superiority to the world, by making the attempt | 
and France had confessed her impotence^ and 
her fears, by the exertions she had felt herself 
compelled to mate, in order to parry the attack*. 
In the official account given by hb lordship of 
the transaction, we again trace all those benign 
sentiments of benevolence and philanthropy 
j "Which on every preceding oycasidn had marked 
■ his conduct. He warred only with those who 

• .Medina, off Bonlofuea 

*• The cnem 7 *i vcuel*, brig*, tod fl*u (logger rigged)» 
tnd ft tchooner, twenty-foor m nomber, were ihl* mondng tt 
. dayU^ht UKhored io ft Hoc in the froat of Bcelegne. The 
modi being fiiroorthie ibr Ute bomb} to acty I mule the 
rignal for tbra to veigh, aod to throw^ iheUi it the Tcmh J 
but ftj lictk fti possible to tniioy the fown. The ctptftin 
placed tbdr thipi In the best potslhk pnidoQ, aod in ft fev 
boon three of the Hftti tod « brig were rok | ftad m the 
coirte of the laQreiflg ex- were oo thore, evidenriy »ech d>* 
ffiftgeda At ftixin the crening, being high water, fiVe of the 
TCftftclft which hftd been igroond, banled with difficulty into the 
jnolcj the otben rcmiined under water* I btlicre^ihe »bole 
of the reoeli would lu»e gone ionde the pier, bat for ^arit 
of W4tcr. Whftt dstrigc the eoemy bit ic^ioed, beyond whit 
we Kc, it a im^ostible to tclL The whole of thb affiir 1* 
of no farther ccnscqoencc, than to show the tnetay they c*> 
not, with impunity, come outside the poru. The officers of 
the ftrtlllcry threw the ihelli with great thill | and I »m sorry 
that Captain Fyer>, of,ihe royal trtille^, is slightly woondrJ 
by the bunting of an enctny’ft shell i and tw o letmeo are abo 
woonded. A gun*Tciiel It this moment innh. 

S' Iftai,&e. &C. 

<* NfttioB and Dfto»Tft.** 
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opposed him ; the unolTTendlng inhabilants he 
assailed not : on the contrary, he issued the most 
positive orders, that every possible precaution 
should be used by those under his orders, to pre- 
vent their sustaining an injury. It is a matter of* ** 
sufficient triumph to British humanity, that the 
conduct of her commanders, when contrasted 
with those of France, should cause the rest of the 
universe to shudder at the comparison. 

But however unequal to the wishes, and perhaps 
expectations of his lordship, the event had proved, 
he most magnanimously desisted from showing the 
smallest mortification, or disappointment; j on the 
contrary, he bestowed the highest encomiums on 
the conduct of those who acted under his orders’^* 

* “ Medusa, off Boulogne, Aug. 5th. 

** Lord Nelson has reason to be very much ';alisricd with 
the captains of the bombs,' for the placing of their vessels 
j^esicrday. It "svas impossible they could have been better 
situated ; and the artillery officers have shown great skill in 
entirely disabling ten of the armed vessels, out of twcnty.four 
opposed to them ; and many others. Lord Nelson believes, are 
much damaged. The commander in chief cannot avoid noticing 
the great zeal and desire to attack the enemy in a closer and 
different c mbar, which manifested itself in all ranks of per- 
'sons ; and which Lord Nelson would gladly have given full 
scope to, had the attempt at this moment been proper : but 
the officers and others may rely, that an early opportunity 
shall be given them, for showing their judgment, zeal, and 
bravery. The hired and revenue cutters kept under sail, and 
performed the duty entrusted to them with a great deal of 
skill. ' ' . , . 

' (Signed,) “ Nelson and Brontb." 
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On the 6th of A-oguat, his lordship quilted his 
station ‘qff Boulogne, -and repaired with the 
gitatcr part of his flect.to Margate roads, leaving 
a sufficient force to watch the motions of the ene. 
jny : the gun-boats and smaller vessels pro- 
ceeded however no farther than the Downs t 
and the return itself was, in reality, one of those 
ingenious feints, so frequently practised in uar, 
for the purpose of deceiving, or perplexing the 
attention of the enemy. In the hope of carrying 
this ingenious stratagem ta its fullest extent, his 
lordship, after continuing two days in Margate 
roads, during which he never once came on 
shore, again put tdiea;»bot, as if Flushing, or 
some' other port on the Dutch coast, had been 
marked out as the intended object of'h’iS attack, 
he steered an easterly course, though the real 
object he had in view stiU remained the same. 
The fotcc under his orders became considerably 
augmented, by the arrival of a number of small 
vessels, which had been fitted out with the ut- 
most expedition, for the purpose of joining in the 
second attack ; so that it now amounted, including ^ 
all rates and descriptions, to seventy sail. The 
enemy, £)n their part, had been no less diligent 
and active. The former attack had been of 
essential use to them : it enabled them to con- 
template all the weak, as well as the stronger 
and more advantageous parts of their position, 
and erect batteries wlicre\cr they were considered 
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likely to be serviceable. In addition to ibcsc 
measures^ ^varned by the fears which had agitated 
them on a former occasion, their army in the 
neighbourhood liad been again considerably rein- 
forced ; so that the heights, to the extent of three 
miles in length, were completely covered by 

encamoments. 

▲ 

Although the object, for the destruction and 
defence of which such mighty prc])nrations were 
made, was so extremely insignificant, that the 
expenses incurred on both sides 'more than tri- 
pled that, whicii the fiotilla itself had cost in the 
■ equipment •, yet it appeared one of those nugator)^ 
points which frequently occur in the course of 
war, for the maintenance, or ruin of which, con- 
tending nations, without any plausible, or per- 
haps ostensible reasons, frequently make the 
strongest exertions. France had long boasted 
throughout Europe, and indeed every other quar- 
■'ter of the world, of the hieditated mischief which 
was about to fall on, Britain, under the fostering 
•protection of this contemptible armament. Bri- 
tain, on her part, felt herself rather teased into 
acting the part of a froward child, tormented 
Vvith the threat of an imaginary bugbear, than as 
called upon to make exertions for the actual 
preservation of her subjects, -from the ravages of 
a banditti. • It was not sufficient for her to be 
convinced in her own mind, that the threat 
itself was probably nothing more than the mere 
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eiRision of French arrogance and vanity, without 
any real intention of- prosecuting the attempt 
beyond alarm j but she thought 'herself in some 
measure called upon to manifest her own 'dignity 
and consequence, to prove the arrogance, and 
the emptiness of the threat. Such conduct, on 
the part of an adversary, frequently excites those 
feelings, - - • 

In respect to the views and the wishes 6f his 
country, whatever mighthave been the first mov- 
ing cause that gave them birth, no person could pos- 
sibly have entered into them with more zpal, and- 
.animation than his lordship. He appeared as if 
roused almost above his customary ardour. To 
an active and daring mind, it bait been justly re- 
marked, a mind habituated 'to overcome all 
obstacles offered to impede the pursuit of victory 
and glory, the late success, in disabling only a por- 
tion of the flotilla, appeared as a defeat, or at best 
a disappointment, rather than in the light of 
a triumph. In brief, the destruction, or the 
capture of the flotilla moored off Boulogne, was 
*n ohjecf 3S dear to hh Joriisbip'r mind, notaidt- 
standing its insignificance, as the successful 
atchicvcmcnt of the most arduous enterprise in 
which he ever had been engaged. 

His lordship onived off Boulogne on the 
ijth, and immediately formed the necessary 
arrangementa fdr the Intended attack. The ot^ 
Stacies to success. It is certain, appeared fornu- 
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dable, ,buc by no means insuperable j and the 
cause which' ultimately prevented that success, 
in its fullest extent, as it was one of those minutite 
which a brave mind would' almost . invariably 
overlook^ so did the adoption of the precaution 
reflect on the enemy' as much disgrace, their 
defeat would have done. On the evening of the 
15th, the vessels composing the fleet were ordered 
to form themselves, so soon as it became dark, in 
four divisions The French line of vessels were 

'**' Copy of Lord Nelson’s dispatches. 

• Sir, “Medusa off Boulogne, Aug. 16. 

Having judged it proper to attempt bringing off the ene- 
my^s flotilla, moored in front of Boulogne, I directed the at- 
tack to be made by four divisions of boats, for boarding, under 
■ the command of Captains Somerville, Cotgrave, yorieo, and 
Parker, and a.divisibn of howitzer-boats, under Captain Conn-, 
The boats puf off from the Medusa at half past eleven fast 
night, in the best possible order, and before one o’clock this 
morning the firing began ; and I had, from the judgment of 
the officers, and the zeal and gallantry of every man, the most 
perfect -confidence of complete success ; but the darkness^of 
the night, with the tide and half tide, separated thfc divisions, 
and to all not arriving at the same moment with Captain 
Parker, is to be attributed the failure of success. But I beg 
to be perfectly understood, that not the smallest blamp at- 
taches itself' to any person ; for although the divisions did not 
' arrive ' together, yet each (except the fourth division, which 
could not be got up before day) made a successful attack on 
that part of the enemy they fell in withj and actually took 
possession of many brigs and flats, and cut their cables. But 
many of them being aground at the moment of the battlelc 
peasing oi> board; thefn, the vessels were filled with- voUiei: 
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defended by long poles, headed with spikes of iron 
projecting from their sides j they were guarded also 

upOQ voIUm of miutrtry, tic eoemjr bong perfectly rtgard- 
lejs of tbeit own men. who most hifc toffertd e^^ojJly -»lth 
nj I it wu therefore impo»ibIe (o remun on board eren (o 
bom them ; but iHow me to who hare lecn much iernce 
thii war, that more determined pemercriog connge I nertr 
witneuedj and that Dothmg bat the ioipoaiibility of being 
•ucceufal. frtna the cauea I have mentioned, ccold have pTc> 
vented me from having congratiiUtcd ti\eir lordibipi. Ba( 
althoagbiQ point of value the Iota of lucb guIUntrj and good 
men U incalculable i yet, in point of number, it ha> ialleo 
abort of my cxpecaaoni I moit al*o beg leave to itate, 
that greater zeal, and ardent deaire, to duongnuh tbemielTea 
by an attack on the enemy, were never ibows than by all the 
captaini, o Sc era, and erewa of all the different dacnptiow of 
Tciteli under my command. The eommandert of the Hopter 
and Greyhoued rerenue'Cattera went in their boati in the 
moat haidiome and gaHont manner to t£e attach. 

Among themany bnre men woonded, 1 have, with the 
deepen regret, to place the name of my gallant good iriced, 
end able aaaiitaiit, Captain Edward T. Parker j alio my flag- 
Iteuteiunt, Frederick Langford, wbo has lerrtd ^ith me 
many yean. They were both wounded in attempting to 
board the French commodore. To Captain Gore of the We* 
doia, t feel the higbeii obi gallons | and when their krrdihtfa 
look at the loai of the Meduaa on thia occasion, they wiH agree 
with me, that the hoixnir of my flag, and the came of their 
king and co<intry, could Dcrer have been placed in more gd* 
lantbanis. Captain Bedford of the liCyden, «ith Capuln 
Gore, very bandromely offered ibdraenricei to serve under 
a master and commander^ boc I did not think it fiir to the 
latter, and I only menuon It to mark the ical of there oS* 
cen* From the aattrre of the atuck only a few prboten werp , 
pidej a Ueutenant, eight icamco, and eight aoldltn, are all 
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from the attempts of boarders^ a species 'of 
attack which they feared more than any other, 

tlicv brought ofF. 'Herewith I send the reports of the several 
pommanders' of divisions, and a return of the killed and 
\vounded. 

'‘I have the honour to be, See. 

Nelson and Bronte.” 

P. S. Captain Somerville was the senior master and com- 
mander employed.” 

I 

“ My Lord, “ Eugenic, off Boulogne, Aug-. 1 6 , iSoi. 

In obedience to your lordship’s directions to state the 
proceedings of the fust division of boats, which you did me 
the honour to pl.icc under my command, for the purpose of 
attacking the enetny’s flotilla in the Bay of Boulogne, I beg 
leave to acquaint you, that after leaving the Medusa last 
night, I found myself, on getting ashore, carried considerably, 
by the rapidity of the tide, to the eastward of the above-men- 
tioned place ; and finding that I was not likely to reach it in 
the order prescribed, 1 gave directions to the boats to cast 
each other off : by so doing I was enabled to get to the ene- 
my’s flotilla a little before the dawn of day, and, in the best 
order possible, attacked, close to the pier-hc.ad, a brig, which, 
after a sharp contest, I carried. Previous to so doing her cables 
were cut, but I was prevented from towing her out, by her 
being secured with a ch.-iin ; and in consequence of a very- 
heavy fire of musketry and grape-shot, that was directed at us 
from the shore, three luggers, and another brig, within half- 
' pistol shot, and not seeing the least prospect of being able to 
get her off, I was obliged to abandon her, and push out of 
the bay, as it was then completely day-light. The undaunted 
and resolute behaviour of the officers, seamen, and marines, 
was unparalleled ; and I have to lament the loss of several of 
those brave men, a. list of whom I enclose herewith. 

, “ I have the honour to be, &c. 

“ P. Somerville.” 

Lord Viscount Nelsoni K. B.” 
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by strong nettings braced up on the upper tide to 
their lower yards. The smallest vessel contiuncd 

I' iflr 1.0Lk( ** Medafx, off BoutognCj ^og 16. 

Alter the complete ■mogemdat which wu nude, tie 
perfeu good noderttaoding and rtgnlinty whh which tht 
boiia joa did tne the honoar to pot onder mjr command left 
the WcdnJi» I hare an anxiooi ieeliog to otphnn to jiKt 
lordthip the 6ulare of oor cnterpmct that) on its otttset, pro- 
mised CTcry socces* Agreeable to yow lordship’s initroc- 
tiotu, I proc e eded with the aceond dsniion otthc bojts oedrt 
my dirtcoofi, 'the half of which w'as onoer the directwn 0/ 
Xientenant WUlhims, lerror o'* the Medaaa> to attack the part 
of the enemy's floulU appointed for me, and at half past 
twelve had the good fonente to End mjrself cloae to them* 
when I ordered Lienteonnc Williams, with bis mbdinsioB, to 
, pesh on to attack the Tctsels to the northward of me, while T, 
With the otben, rao alongside a large bHg oS the Mole 
Head, wennng the commodore’s pendant. It u at this mo- 
ment tba,i 1 feel tnysrlf at a Ion for words to do justice tn the 
officcra snd crew of the Medusa, who were m the boat with 
me, and to licatenant Langford, the officer* and otwofihc 
sime ship, who nobly seconded os in the barge, uliU all ter 
crew were killed or werandeJ 1 and to the Koaourabk Wiflum 
Caihcart, who comroarded the Medoia's cotter, and smuiocd 
the attack with the greattit intrepidity, Dotll^lhe deipciat® 
simatioD J was left in obliged me to call hun to the ittiitaBCt 
of the lofferers in my boat. The beau were no aoontr alocg- 
sjdc, tHan jrc aitempted 10 board) but a very suoog nettia| 
traced up to her lower yards haffied all our htdeaToon, anJ 
an ioitantancoci ditchsrjc of her guna and iniaJl arm*, froo 
about two hundred loldien on her gunwale, knocked niy*clf» 
Mr. Kirby, the mauer of the Medou, atdMr, Gore, a mid* 
ihlpman, with two-thirdi of the crew, opoo «r backs loto 
the boat, all either killed, or desperately w ounded ) the borjc 
and eetter being on the outside, steered ofi" with the ude 1 
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onC hundred and fiftv, and some of them two hun- 

' ^ ^ 

dred soldiers ^ added to which, thc’line they were 

the flat boat, in which I was, hung alongside, and as there was 
not an officer or man left t'o govern her, must have fallen into 
the hands of rhe enemy, had not Mr. Cathcart uken her in 
tow, and canicd h^er off. 

Mr- Williams led his subdivision up to the enemy with the 
most intrepid gallantry, took one lugger, and attacked a brig; 
while his crews, I am concerned to say, suffiered equally with 
ourselves 3 nearly the whole of his boat’s crew were killed or 
wounded ; Lieutenant Pellcy, who commanded the Medusa’s 
launch, and the Honourable Mr: Maitland, midshipman, were 
severely wounded ; and Mr; William Bristow, master’s mate, 
in the Medusa’s cutter, under Lientcnant Steward, was killed- 
I now feel it my duty to assure your lordship, that no- 
thing could surpass the zeal, courage, and readlne:s of every 
description of officer and man under my command-; and I am 

•V 

sorry that ray words fall short of their merit, though wc could 
not accomplish the object wc were ordered to. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ EnwAan T. Parker.” 

“ Lord Viscount Nelson, &c.” - 

. My Lord, (jannet, Aug. i 6 , 3801, 

“ On the night of the 15th instant, the third division of 
boats, - which I had the honour to command,\ assembled 011 
board his majesty’s ship Vork, agreeable to your lordship’^ 
directions, and at eleven p. m., by signal from the Medusa, 
proceeded, without loss of time, to attack the enemy’s flotilla 
off Boulogne, as directed by your lordship ; and as I thought 
it most advisable to endeavour to reduce , the largest veswl 
first, I lest no /time in 'making the attack; but in conse‘- 
quence of my leading the division, and the enemy opening 
a heavy fire from {several' of the batteries, thought it advis- 
able to give the enemy as little time as possible, cut the tow- 
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moored in, was eo close to the shore, that they 
were protected not only by the land batteries, 

rope, tnd did not for the other btmi, w that it wu tome 
little droc before the hetry boau conld g« op ; rtetited » 
nuioT ihoo through the bo»u’* botiom, tl«t I won fijoad irr 
3Q ft tiokiog itate } ftod ft> u wit oot posdblc to nop to may 
ftbot hole*, fu obliged, with the mca, to wl-'r to 
boftt; and hare the plcaroro to acqnmot your lorditip, that I 
received panicolir npport from the boau of hb majtrty'i 
fthip York, uhkh *Qcra caune op with the re« of the dirWoe 
1 bad the hoooor to corngupd ; boi fiodrog oo p n apect of 
tacceu, and the number of tocc killed and wounded in the dif- 
fetent IktUS, aod the cpiutant fire from the iSore of gnpe ard 
aoull ajtat, thooght it for the good of bii laajmy'i ftrrrice, 
ID withdraw the beau between two tod three in the momhig, 
M we coold not board her, althongh erery e£brt wai made. 

*• I have the honour to be, &c* 

(Signed) •* Ii*ae Ccnrcuri." 

*' laOrd VUcount KcUon, R. 


** Hu Mijcaty’iShipIiib 

**MTLoftD, Aogtut i6, iSoi, 

•*In conargncHce of direOtloDarcc d r r d from your lorditofi 
1 latt night, on the tigtnl being made on board the Medoa* 
I:fi thii ihip, with the boati of the fourth diriiioo, /nntfd 
•with two cloic Iinei, and immedutely joined the other dUi' 
liont under the ttem of the Medina, tod from thence pro* 
ceeded to put yonr lordihip'e orden into eiccutioo, attack* 
lag the wcitCTtiiDo« part of the cceayU flotilla ; bet nowitk* 
funding every eaenion nude, owing to the rapidity of tte 
tide, w c coold not, until near day-Ught, get to the wetjward 
of ftoy pan of the enetny’i Dne; on approaching the ewum 
part of which, in order to aatitt iht fint dtritlwi then cn* 
gaged, we rect {hem reiurolog. Under there 

and the day bieaJdng ftpacc, I judged It prudetilto dutci f 
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but also by the musketry of .troops stationed 
in, or near .them. The assailants were provided 

officers commanding tlic different boats to return to their re- 
spective ships. 

** I have the honour to be, &c, 

Rodert Jones.” 

Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B.” 

" P. S. None killed or wounded on board any of the fourth 
division.” 

Discovery, off Boulogne, 
My Lord, August i6, i8oi. 

I beg leave to make the report to your lordship of the 
four howitzer boats, that I had the honour to command, in 
the attack of the enemy last night. Having led in to support 
Captain Parker's division, keeping between his lines until 
the enemy opened their fire on him, we keeping on towards 
the pier, until I was pground in the headmost boat, then 
opened our fire, and threw about eight shells into it ; but, 
from the strength of the tide coming out of the harbour, w.is 
not able to keep off the pier-head, but continued our fire on 
the camp, until the enemy's fire had totally slackened, and 
Captain Parker’s division had passed without me. 1 beg 
leave to mention to your lordship, that I was ably supported 
by the other boats. Captain Broome and Lieutenant Bcem, 
of the royal artillery, did every thing in their power to" an- 
noy the enemy. The other officers of artillery were detached 
in the other four howitzer boats. 

•* I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Conn.” 

** Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B.” 

Total amount of officers, seamen, and marines, killed and 
wounded in the boats of his majesty’s ships and vessels on the 
attack of the French flotilla, ipoored before Boulogne, on the 
flight 'of the i 5 'th of August. 
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moored in, was bo close to the shore, that they 
were protected not only b> the land batteries, 

Tope, Rud did not vnt for the other boat*, so that n wjj 
little time before the hoTj boau a>o^d get op , receited w 
joiny ibou ihron^b the boau** botioaj, that J joon foond ber 
in ft tiokmg lUte ) and u u vaa not poutble to stop >o nany 
ftbot bolct, yw obliged, with the men, to take to Mother 
boit j ftnd hare the plctanrc to acqnftlnt yoor loidilup, that I 
rtcavxd parpeoUr npport from the boau of hi* majerty’t 
*hap York, which toon citne op with the r«t of the dirmofl 
I bad the boDour to cometaad , bat fiodtog qo prospect of 
•occen, ftod the Dumber of men killed and voDoded in the dif- 
feroni boats, md the cptuunt fire from the ihort of gnpc ftcd 
UQiU ftnoi, tboagbt It for the good of bu Siajrti;r‘» serrice, 
to withdraw the boou between two tod three m the inommg, 
ai we coold not board her, ilthoogh erery eflbrt wn oiade. 

*' 1 hare the hoDoor to be, le. 

(Signed) IiAAC Ccrrcftftv t,” 

^ Lord Vitcount Nelson, tL B " 


" Hu Mijctly’iShip hn, 

•' Ml Lofto, Angtmifi, x8ot. 

In comeqococe of directioiw recoTtd from yonr lordihlp, 
1 tm mght, on the signal being made on board tic Medwa, 
left thu ship, with the boats of the fourth dmnoD, formed 
with two dote Imcs, and immediately joined the other divi 
siotu nndcT the nem of the Medusa, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to put your lordship’* order* Into caecuuon, attatk- 
Img the wciterrimoit part of the enemy's flotilla t but ootwnb- 
etanding every eacriion made, owing to the rapidity of tie 
side, we could not, until near day light, get to the wcrtwaid 
of any part of the enemy'* line ou approaching tie eaitero 
port of which, in order to asiiit the fir*t dirulon then eiw 
gaged, wn met |hcm rcturulog. Under these Hrcsnuuccrs, 
ftitd the day breaking apace, I Judged it pnRlcni to duett tic 
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torily forbidden, lest a fire, casually began, in 
spite of every precaution, might have alarmed 

kept at a distance, which \ve estimated at i goo fathom from 
the line of our division. 

. The English fleet attempted several times to advance ; 
our soldiers requested leave to board ; and three battalion* 
embarked in the three sections of the division ; the other di- 
visions of the light flotilla were in port ready to proceed to the 
assistance of the van. 

“ Our flotilla kept up a well supported fire, and at noon 
the enemy was obliged to resume his first position without 
reach of our canhon ; he however continued to throw bombs ; 
the number of those thrown in the course of the day amounted 
to more than nine hundred. No person was either killed, or 
wounded by them. Two gun-boats, which they had da- 
maged, .were immediately put in a state of service. 

Yesterday, the 5th, in the morning, the English fleet dis- 
appeared ; Rear Admiral Latouchc could have done more 
hurt to the enemy, had the weather been calm. • 

** The intention of the English Admiral was to compel 
our van to return into port; he did not accomplish that 
object: this combat took place in sight of both countries. 
It is the first of the kind : the historian will have cause to 
make this remark.’' 

French Ojjlcial Account^ from Rear-Admiral Latouchs, to 
the Minister of Mar ine. \ 

Citizen Minister, Boulogne, Aug. 't6. 

I had the honour to inform you, by ray dispatch of the 
_ 17th Thermidor, of the battle of the 16th (August 4), in. 
which the leading division of the fleet of small vessels under 
my command, of itself frastrated all the efforts of the English 
fleet, and kept the enemy at a sufficient distance from Bou- 
logne, to prevent the bombardment of the port, and to ward 
off all danger from the other divisions of the fleet. Admiral 
Nelson, seeing that all his efforts were ineffectual, disjppeaicd 
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svith boarding pikes, tomahawks, and cutlasses 
only, the use of muskets havingbeen most peremp- 

4oEccn, 3 J taunen,; ntsnita, killed; — i4Q£cen, eighty- 
four tcim tti, thirty iruinet, woonded toUl, lya, 

Tothe preceding xccotmu m well of the Uit, uofthefor- 
incr iciiott, the toncxed detki]<» fimuxhed by the enemy, will 
form 1 rery ^iroper lupplemennl ctmirxjt ; but thongh we nuy 
ridicnle the vanity, and doplic the anogance as well ai the 
£dsehoodi 'Which perrade them, it is inciunbcnt on us to 
tcnow ertry tribute of applause on the oondoct of a gtner- 
oos enemy: such was one of the indiridoals agaiett whom 
the British amilanti had to comeod i for It is reported on the 
tMat indispotable aathoritpr that when the fir« of the Britiih 
boats approached the French ooramodo re, or commander of a 
diemon, that officer hailedi and'iaid in tolerable good Eag- 
Ij‘‘h, *' Let meadrise you, my brave Engluhaent to keep your 
dli tc ace, yon can do nothing here, and it is only oieleiily 
shedding the blood of brave nren to make the atttmpu" !&•' 
deed It VO lid hive been stogoUrly cruel to have wpposed 
that every penon employed as an officer in the service of 
Prance should equally disgrace tbemselTci. It would be D- 
Eberal also to itriagine, there ire not several indmdaali, who 
ttilf posKis virtiie enoagh, to rescue the once lO much boasted 
honour of the French military eharacter, from Infajny and 
contcropi. 

French AcoMti tf the Attack ct Btukint tn the 41^ t/ 

«* The day befoic yesterday, Augnft the 4th, at diybreat, 
Admiral Nelson, with thirty vessels of war of aH Acet. np- 
peircd btffnrr floalognc. A dlrlricn of oor Bghi fiotHIa was 
■i>chored, at the dlstaoct of 500 fathom*, before the cauante 
of tic port. The three s-ctioiis of ^ dirii'oo 'tere pU<ed 
close to each oihcT, mithooiany laterral. The Fvglbh boob 
Ttss-Is beg.-m the Cre, which was returned 1 bet the enemy 
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continuance, cannot be betier related iban in the 
official detail annexed: it tvill prove the com- 
pletesl refutation of any malicious attempt, to 
blame bis lordship’s want of a more extended 
success, or bis merit in bavihg deserved :;,_if 
such, -owing to the strange depravity 0. ir.t 

buiBcLii mind, should ever Siart up. 

Perhaps the true principles of greatness vrtre 
never so inanifestly conspicuous in Ins conduct, -as 
in the present Instance. MortiEed and chagtined 
as he must -have been, tbat a victor}*, tlie most 
decisive in its nature, bad not crowned his at- 
tempt, yet be sought not to shelter himscif, even 
from his own reflection, by resorting in the smallest 
degree to' the customary, though truly scandrilou; 
mode of inventing blame, and attaching it to 
points and to persons, with which it ought by no 

at Algeslras, the English were die depet cf this rr.£r.c:-VTt. 
Oar boats accotnpanied the retreat of the tme::!'/ -.vlsr; a htkry 
cannonade, which did notecase till four in tr.t tnorxir;?, vhtn 
the English had got beyond gnn shot. Of the cnenty’s bctti, 
eight were run down, and fonf were taken: I Tr,ust be within 
bounds, whfen I state their loss in killed, wounded, ar.d pri- 
■ isoners, at four or five hufidred men. Every moment the dead 
bodies of the English are cast upon the beach ; the battalicm 
ofthe46th,57tb, and loBth, embarked in the leading dlv^ 
Sion, covered themselves with glorj’. I shall not fail to send 
you the names of thosfebrave fellows, who deserve to be f?sr- 

^cularly distinguished by the Chief Consal. On ottr sliest 

had ten men killed, and thiity wcanded," 

Z 
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the enemy too soop. The mode of artact, dnd 
the different events which took place danng its 

OQ the 17th, no donbt to proenre reujforcemmti, ^ to by 
in immimiaoa. He egun made hu xppetnncc yenerday 
with *crenl ihipj of the lae, aod « great nomber of fngatw, 
bng»R pinnace*, gun boat*. See He anchored at the duaoco 
of 3000 toue* from the landing Hit laon, which *tDJ kept la 
onguul poatloD, abont 500 louei from the monih of the har- 
bour. I had augmented It by one *ctaon, and huTrrength- 

ened it by the addition of terctal bomb ihlp*. I con'd eaiily 
perceive in the crening, that the enemy meditated an attatki 
their thip* being larroandcd with boat*, and rm«q craft of 
all iixes( I had thereibre ordered levcnl boat* to keep 
watch, that I might have timely nodee of the approach of tha 
enemy. Aboot three qoancr* of an boor after twelve, one of 
the boau ducorered the enemy, and wa* immedlitely attack- 
ed. The £rt opened with oflcomiBoo bmkoeo 00 both lidett 
the bomba, the cannon, and tbeimukeny, preKOted,ajiildthi 
warn, a ipectacle truly grand » the land bauenn could be of 
no auutoncc to oi, for fear of firing on onr own boat*. The 
enemy had embaiked from two to three thooiand Tnen, in 
pinnace* and boat*. Six of tbete attaclrd the Etna gen- 
boat, carrying Captain Peirenx, who commanded the dlviiion, 
and lulled two Engruh (aJori with hli own hand. Ahnoit 
all the gon boat* of the leading divulon were at the ia»e 
time boarded by the Engluh pinnace* 1 but the** every where 
foand thcaime rwiitanccj every where they were repfll**d. 
The bravmt of the Engluh who atrempted to board, were 
either thrown into the lea, or made pmooenj the futheit 
off gon brig on onr nght, the Volcao, wa* attacked agnln 
ptid again, bot alway* repnljed the enemy. The gon^boit, 
the Sorpriie, commanded by Lientenant Carrao, down 
four of the enemy'* pinnace*, and took a cowWerablc rember* 
■While the*e ihbg* were going 00 in front, a ditnion of the 
enemy attempted to get between b» and the ihete 
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person, in a way \Vhich will completely annihilate 
the whole of them. Lord Nelson is convinced, 
that if it had been 'possible for men to have 
brought the enemy's flotilla out, the men that 
were employed to do so, would have accom- 
plished it. The moment the ^nemy have the 
audacity to cast off the chains which fix their 
vessels to the ground, that moment. Lord Nelson 
is well persuaded, they will be conducted by his 
brave followers to a British port, or sent to the 
bottom. 

(Signed) Nelson and Bronte.” 

•While his lordship, on his part, was using 
every possible means in his power, to sooth the 
feelings of others ; to the high praise of the 
admiralty board, be it added, that it was no less 
solicitous to afford the same species of conso- 
lation to him ; and the first lord, forgetting the 
natural severity of his situation, and the customary 
coolness, too often, very injuriously shown to the 
most gallant men, where the success has sunk 
below the expectation which attended the enter- 
prise, is said to have written his lordship the' 
annexed letter; a letter, which we consider as 
bearing sufficient testimonies within itself of 
its being authentic, to authorize our saying 
we believe it to be so. 

Extract of a Letter from the Earl of St. Vincent 
to Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B., dated the 
17th instant. 


z z 
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means to be connected* His lordship pal'd the sin- 
ccrcst tribute to all engaged under his orders j he 
stated the most satisfactory reasons, in full ex- 
culpation of those, whom fortune and, natural 
impediments prevented from joining in the 
attack j and he candidly recounted the causes 
which opposed hii triumph: one of them was 
extrerpely singular, and to a generous, a spi- 
’rited foe, must have proved as fully mortifying, 
as the most perfect defeat could Have done. On 
thc,i3th, his lordship seizing the earliest oppor- 
tunity in his power* to quiet the hanassed feelings 
of those he so ardently expected to have led to 
unqualified victory, issued the following general 
orders, than which, It was impossible, perhaps, to 
contrive any, that would have mhre eficciuaJI^ 
contributed -to the desired purpose. 

** Medusa, Downs, August i8. 

“ Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has the greatest 
satisfoction in sending to the captains, officers, 
and men under his command, that were craplo) cd 
in the late attempt on the enemy’s flotilla off Bou- 
lo;gnc, an extract of a letter which he has rccchcd 
from the first lord of the admiralty ; not only 
approving of their zeal and persevering courage, 
but bestowing the highest praise on them. The 
vice-admiral begs to assure them, that the enemy 
will not have long reason to boast of their secu- 
rity; for he trusts, ere long, to assist them m 
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person, in a way v^diich will completely annihilate 
the whole of them. Lord Nelson is convinced, 
that if it had been 'possible for men to have 
brought the enemy's flotilla out, the men that 
were employed to do so, would have accom- 
plished it. The moment the ^nemy have the 
audacity to cast ofF the chains which fix their 
vessels to the ground, that moment, Lord^ Nelson 
is well persuaded, they wnll be conducted by his 
brave followers to a British port, or sent to the 
bottom. 

(Signed) Nelson and Bronte.” 

.While his lordship, on his part, was using 
every possible means in his power, to sooth the 
feelings of others j to the high praise of the 
admiralty board, be it added, that it was no less 
solicitous to afford the same species of conso- 
lation to him ; and the first lord, forgetting the 
natural severity of his situation, and the customary 
coolness, too often, very injuriously shown to the 
most gallant men, wdiere the success has sunk 
below the expectation which attended the enter- 
prise, is said to have written his lordship the- 
annexed letter; a letter, which we consider as 
bearing sufficient testimonies within itself of 
its being authentic, to authorize our saying 
we believe it to be so. ' ■ 

Extract of a Letter from the Earl of St. Vincent 
to Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B., dated the 
17th instant. 
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It IS npt given us to command success.— 
Xmtf lordship, and th4 gallant ofEcers and men 
under your orders, certainly deserve itj and I 
cannot sufficitnily exlprets my admiration of the 
zeal and persevering courage, with which this 
gallant enterprize was followed' up, lamenting 
most sincerely the loss sustained in it. The 
manner in which the enemy’s flotilla was fastened 
to the ground, could not have been foreseen. 
The highest praise is due to your lordship, and 
all Under your command, who were actors in this 
gAHant attempt." 

The tofl and dangers attendant on the encoun- 
ter itself beipg concluded, his I.z>rdship’s atten- 
tion became^ as it were, naturally, directed to the 
care of those, who had received wounds while 
fighting under his orders. Almost immediately 
on his arrival at Deal, nay, the very first occupa- 
tion in which he was enga^d, was that of suiting 
the hospital ; and it is needless to add, that this 
kind and cordial proof of iffcction, not only 
afforded the brave sufferers the most sensible con- 
solation and pleasure, but that his all-penetrating 
eye, scrutinizing every iticonvcnietrce under « bkh 
they laboured, enabled him, where circumstances 
would permit, to apply the best palliatives, and 
remedies towards them. Several anecdotes arc rc- 
rclated of his conduct on f hisocension ; ohe of them 
in particular merits attention. On inquiring of one 
man whom he recollected, what his ailment was, 
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heieamt that he had lost an arm j Lord Nelson told 
him never to mind that, for that he himself had 
lost one also, and perhaps should shortly lose a leg; 
but that they could never be lost in a better cause, 
than in the defence of tlieir country. This had a 
Wonderful effect on the seamen ; several of tiiem 
exclaimed, that they only regretted their wounds, 
as they prevented them accompanying him in 
another attack on their enemies. In fine, he 
treated each individual with all the affable 
attention he could have done, had he been his 
intimate friend, or his relative. After inquiring 
into their^ several cases, left them, with the most 
cordial expressions of his wishes and confidence, 
that he should soon bring them good news, and 
find their health perfectly re-established. 

The preceding instances, and display of a ttuly 
noble and generous mind, were by no means new 
in his lordship j as will appear by the anne:Jted 
anecdotes relative to him, which are reported to 
have taken place in the preceding year. During 
his lordship’s visit at Salisbury, in the month of 
December' 1 800, he discovered a sailor among the 
crowd, before the council house in that city, who 
proved to hdve been one of the persons who had 
fought under the orders of his Lordship, at the 
battle off Aboukir ; the recollection of a man, who 
had hazarded his life in company with himself, 
and had contributed thereby to the service and 
the glory of his country, connected with the idea of 
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his having been one among the humble in- 
BtrumenCS of his own exaltation, affected him 
cltxemely ; he cal!^ to him, and after most 
tvarmly expressing the satisfaction he should 
always feel, on meeting any person ^ ho had borne 
an active part in the transactl9ns of that proud 
day, made him an handsome present, to which be 
added the most hearty wish, for his future welfare 
and prosperiqr. Another man afterwards pre- 
sented himself, who had experienced at the Hol- 
der Point, a similar misfortune of the loss of an 
arm, to that which had befallen his Lordship off* 
Tcncriffe: no thought attached to the distinction 
of rank, appeared ever to have taken possession 
of this brave man’s mind j he found himself as to 
•bodily injury, in a similar predicament with the 
poor individual he then beheld ; his sympathy was 
awakened ; and the only difference in their con- 
dition his benevolence allowed him to recollect, 
was that, of his own better fortune! a proof of 
which his fellow sufferer immediately cspcricnccd, 
by the liberal token he gave him of his generous 
compassion for his misfortunes. The third anec- 
dote is^ if possible, much more interesting than 
either ot the preceding: it is a fact, though cer- 
tainly a very singular one, that he should next 
discover, amidst the huxzaing multitude, a person 
who had attended him at the time he lost hii 
arm, and had assisted at the nmputadon : the 
noble Admiral beckoned hinvupthc stairs of the 
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council house;, and meeting him as he approached 
the room, took him by the hand with a present 
in his own, with looks expressive of the remem- 
brance for the tender services he had experienced 
from him, on that melancholy occasion : as the 
man withdrew, he took from his bosom a piece 
of lace which he. had torn from the sleeve of the 
amputated arm, declaring he would preserve it to 
his last breath, in memory of his late gallant com- 
mander,' whom he should always deem it the 
honour of his life to have served. Lord Nelson 
bade him farewell, with an emotion which no 
effort could stifle. 

In consequence of the preliminaries of peace, 
which were signed ' presently afterwards, the 
important services of his Lordship during the 
current wa!r, were’ closed by the attack on Bou- 
logne. While he was engaged in it, the following 
hotification, as to the extension of his Barony, 
appeared in the. London Gazette, dated August 
the ist; “'Rjo-ht Honourable Horatio Lord Vis- 
count Nelson, K.B.,, Vice-Admiral of the .Blue, 
Duke of Bronte, ih‘ Sicily, Knight of the Grand 
Cross of the Order of St. Ferdinand and of Merlt^ 

. and of the Imperial Order of the Crescent, created 
a Baron of the united Kingdom of Great Britain 
and ' Ireland, by the name, style,, and title, of 
Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of Hilborough in 
the county of Norfolk, with- remainder to the 
heirs male of his body lawfdJly begotten; and in 
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defenlt of Eoch isine, to Edmund NcUon, Citric 
Sector of Burnham Thorpe, in the said county of 
Norfolk, iTather of the said Horatio^ Vircount 
Nelson, and the heirs roalp of his body lawfully 
begotten, and to the heirs male lawfully begotten, 
and to be begotten, severally and successively, of 
Susannah, the wife of Thomas Bolton, Esq, and 
sister of Ae said Horatio Viscount Nelson j and 
5 n deftult of such issue, to the heirs male of 
Catherine, the wife of George Matcham, Esq., 
another sister of the said A'isconnt Nelson.” 
The preceding was followed by a second nonfi, 
cation on the latb of the ensuing month, which 
stated, that Lord Viscount Nelson had been per-i 
mitted, by his Majesty's warrant dated January 
yth, I Sot, to adopt for himself and heirs, the 
title ^of Duke of Bronte, with the fief of the, 
Dutchy annexed thereto j and also to receive tho 
Great Cross of the Order of St. Ferdinand and of 
Jilerit, all conferred on him by Ferdinand the 4th, 
King of the two Sicilies.” 

Such is the mteresting catalogue of the impor- 
tant serricfs rendered by his Lordship to. his 
cormtry, during one of the most bloody wars in 
which England had been engaged, for the space 
of centuries. In respect to the length of its dura- 
tion, it had rarely been exceeded t in the impor- 
tance of its object, never j the prrnciplcson which 
it had began, ^came changed Indeed, during the 
pmtinuaace of it/ but were >1 rm degree Icia 
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horrible than they had been in its commence- 
ment. The preservation of the internal tran- 
quillity of f'rancCj the restoration of the Bolirbon 
family to* their just rights and functions, and the 
arrangement of an established form of govern- 
ment, framed according to the- wishes of the 
people, provided that arrangement did not inter- 
fere with the peace and domestic safety of every 
other state and government in Europe, were the 
motives which first induced Britain to draw the 
sword of war. 

These motives however were soon put an end 
to, by the fury of the savage banditti who had 
usurped the French government Not content 
with the annihilation of order throughout the 
extensive dominion.s of that country, .once called 
France, they boldly avowed, they menaced' their 
intention and determination, of carrying the same 
infernal purpose into effect, through every coun- 
try that presumed to oppose them. The war 
ceased to be conducted according to those regu-t 
lations, which had ever been considered as invio- 
lable laws, in all contests between Christian and 
civilized nations; and -Britain found, with the 
sincerest sorrow, that if she wislied to place her- 
self .on ^n exact and equal footing with her 
opponent, she must totally' divest herself of her 
humanity, and call forth her druids from their 
graves, to attend her armies, as they were wont to 
4o dn the' days of barbarism, that they might 
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commence -.their dreadful and sanguinary sacri- 
fices to the god of battle, by the'immolation of all 
those unfortunate persons whom the chance of war 
threw into their hands. 

The ravages of the horde spread like a ■pes- 
tilence, no country where they were once able 
to obtain a footing, could withstand themj 
where force failed, corruption succeeded i so that 
in a few years Britain had the dreadful mortifica- 
tion of beholding the whole of those states, which 
were strongly allied to her at the commencement 
of the dispute, either leagued in arms against l«r, 
or compelled to submit loan ignominiousquieiude; 
She herself stood alone, great, and un&ppallcd j 
nor will cither the present, or any future age ven- 
ture to deny, that among the first causes that 
created her greatness, and removed her fears, 
was the conduct of Horatjo Neliok. 

When Spain, cajoled by the promises, or ter- 
rified by the threats of that self-constituted body 
of tyrants, called the French Directory, deserted 
the honest cause in which she had been engaged, 
her energies were paralyied on the instant of their 
first exertion; she fell, as if awed by the interven- 
tion of some preternatural power, and shrinking 
within herselfi made no efforts whatever to 
remedy the disaster, of palliate the disgrace, 
which she had sustained in the encounter off 
Cape St. Vincent’s. To whom could she attribute 
this disaster, this humiliation, and thii disgrace? 
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It was imputable to only one cause ; and it would 
be an insult to the understanding of thfe world to 
prescribe the answer : At eighteen minutes 

before one,’’ says the journal of the Captain, 
“ that ship having passed on the starboard tack 
the last of the enemy’s line of nineteen sail, which 
were on the larboard tack, the Spanish admiral, 
in the Santissima Trinidada, bore up, evidently 
with a design to join a division of his fleet of 
eight sail of the line, which were on the Cap- 
stain’s bow; on which the commodore ordered 
the ship to be wore : when passing between the 
Diadem and the Excellent, she was immediately 
engaged by the Santissima Trinidada, a four- 
decked ship, and two other three deckers, and 
several two deckers; so that, at one time, we 
were engaged by nine line of battle ships, in 
which we were most nobly supported by Captain 
Troubridge, of the Culloden : the Spanish admi- 
. ral desisted from his attempt of joining his other 

division, and hauled to the wind on the larboard 

1 

tack.” Although the journal has been already 
given at full length, yet the repetition of the pre- 
ceding extract will not perhaps be considered as 
a redundancy, as it tends so effectually to explain 
the circumstance, on which the event of the battle 
turned. It will be seen also, on referring to the 
short minute, written by Lord Nelson himself, of 
the same transaction, with what peculiar modesty 
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he passes over an occurrence so high'l/ hSncmraMi 
to himself, and displaying the iltmosl sjlendoiir of 
his character, aftribu(e4 his success as almost 
entirely proceeding from the chtidUct of others j 
in justice to whom it must be osvned, that as the 
example of their leader seemed calculated to 
inspire them with erery proper con/idence in 
their own strength, so did they manifest to their 
antagonists, and to the world, that their magnani- 
piity appeared to Hsc to an unusual and unpre- 
cedented height, as a counterbalance to those 
Fearful odds, to which they were opposed. 

Hit Lordship’s conduct in the action just 
referred to, iqcontrorertibly evinces the strongest 
and most active comprehension of mind, together 
with a quickness of ability in nautical manmu- 
vies, which certainly had never been exceeded on 
any preceding occasion whatever. The delay, the 
hesitation of a moment, would hav4 placed vic- 
tory beyond his reach r and although by the act 
itself, he incurred a most heavy and serious 
responsibility, a responsibility which, had his 
measures failed of success, might have materially 
affected himself; he nevertheless seired with 
avidity, what he considered the glorious oppor- 
tunity, and led his brave companions to conquest, 
without coldly conforming to the antient code of 
discipline, and waiting for orders, when fortune 
offered him on opportunity of confounding the 
plans invented by the encnucs to his country. 
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The battle of Aboukir placed his Lordship’s 
nautical conduct and a.bilities, in a new point of 
view. He there became the cool and deliberate 
commander in chief ; weighing his future plans 
with the utmost care and circumspection ; pro- 
viding for every difficulty that his sagacity and all 
penetrating mind could foresee. He arranged dif- 
ferent modes of attack, for every different situation 
in which the enemy might be met with ; so that 
it would be no empty vaunt to say, that however 
the mortified pride of France, may attempt to 
cover her disgrace by imputing it to the misfor- 
tune of their fieet having been surprised at anchor; 
flimsy as the pretended apology is, it avails them 
nothing. It appears on the most undeniable 
testimony, that whether they had been discovered 
at sea, or in port, at anchor, or under sdil, en- 
cumbered with a convoy of transports, or freed 
from any impediment whatever to their best' 
exertions, still was his lordship equally well pro- 
vided against every case, which could possibly 
occur; and arguing from what we kpow, it would, 
almost be a libel on his character, to doubt, that 
in every case he would have been equally sue- 
cessful. . ^ 

If, OH' the former occasion, victory produced 
the effect of rendering the Spanish navy an inac- 
tive spectator of the war, its influence on the pre- 
sent, was equally advantageous and serviceable to 
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Britain. The motley iiorde, denominafcd thd 
army of , "France, had subdued^ Baly, overran a 
coruiderable part of the continent of Europe, and 
had either conquered, or.ncutralired, almost every 
state, and government which it contained. The 
voracious appetite of conquest was not even yet 
sufficiently glutted; India, and in particular the 
possessions of Britain in that quarter, appeared to 
hold forth a mine of wealth, equal in hs actual 
and accruing value, to the aggregate plunder 
which France had till that time carried off from 
aH the other countries she had attacked, and sub- 
jugated, or bad extorted as the price of a meanly 
purchased, temporary quietude. Thoic who had 
assumed the govemment of France had the 
audadty to declare, that the jatc of India was 
irrevocably fixed; that the possession of its trea- 
sures was decreed to Fmnce ; vrith a myriad of 
other expressions, bearing the same tendency, too 
w’cak, too ridiculous for repetition. Such indeed 
were the hopes and expectations perhaps of that 
country, and its governors, and thccficctof tho'c 
hopes and expectations being realized, would 
have been so dreadful, that the contemplative 
politician shudders almost at the recollection of an 
event, so important j an event which, in all humtn 
probabilit)', depended on the termination of the 

battle off Aboukir. 

The- modem Kouli Klian felt his progress 
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arrested ; he found himself deceived in thd 
romantic idea he attempted to promtilgc, that he 
bore. in his hand the destinies of the world j when 
his army ceased to be stationary, it was defeated, 
and his’ own ridiculous and frantic folly increased 
its disasters. Europe considered the spell as bro- 
ken ; nations now no longer deemed the power 
ofFrance invincible ; many of them flew to arms, 
for the recovery of their rights, and, aided ,by 
Britain, ■ freed themselves from the yoke of ty- 
ranny and oppression. 

The next action, the attack on Copenhagen, 
again varied, in the circumstances that attended 
it, from either of the preceding, and required a 
distinct line of abilities, to render it in any degree 
successful 3 for though various naval attacks on 
preceding occasions, and in forrner wars, had 
been made on' towns and fortresses, and had 
proved fortunate in their conclusion, yet none of 
them were attended with the same disadvantages 
as the present : the Danes themselves were so 
w’ell satisfied of the • impregnability of their posi- 
tion, that they considered the arrival of the Britisli 
fleet, rather as a vain attempt to intimidate them, 
than as one seriously intended for, their chastise- 
ment. The success frequently obtained by ships 
when opposed to fortresses, has been attributed, 
with the strictest truth, to the great superiority of 
fire, which the former, are always ^capable of 
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tomantic idea he attempted to promtilge, that he 

bore in his hand the destinies of the world ; when 
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his army ceased to be stationary, it was defeated, 
and his’ own ridiculous and frantic folly increased 
its disasters. Europe considered the spell as bro- 
ken ; nations now no longer deemed the power 
'of France invincible ; many of them flew to arms, ' 
for the recovery of their rights, and, aided by 
Britain, freed themselves from the yoke of ty- 
ranny and oppression. 

The next action, the attack on Copenhagen, 
again varied, in the circumstances that attended 
it, from either of the preceding, and required a 
distinct Jine of abilities, to render it in any degree 
successful 5 for though various naval attacks on 
'preceding occasions, and in former wars, had 
been made on'' towns and fortresses, and had 
proved fortunate in their conclusion, yet none of 
them were attended with the same disadvantages 
as the present : the Danes themselves were so 
well satisfied of the ■ impregnability of their posi- 
tion, that they considered the arrival of the' British 
heet, rather as a attempt to intimidate them, 
than as one seriously intended for their chastise- 
ment. The success frequently obtained by ships 
when opposed to fortresses, has been attributed, 
with the strictest truth, to the great superiority of 
hre, which the former, are always ^ capable of 
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TOintainiBg against the defences of k fortification. 

, To be explicit, thiity-seveh guns, being the imm* 
her contained in the broadside of a battering ship 
pf a medium ciass^ are probably opposed to ibur, 
or at most six which the fortress itself is capable 
of bringing to bear on hcrt m the attack of Copcn- 
hagen, however, no such supcrioruy existed ; her 
ships had all the force of batteries, for they were 
purposely prepared for the occasion, and rcndcrctl 
superior to their assailants, by every artificial aid 
scientific ingenuity could contrive; the number 
of guns mounted on board them, equalled as itear 
as possible those in the British fleet ; added to 
which, they derived the most important support 
from the T rekroner, or crosvn batteries, on « hich 
were mounted eighty-eight pitfees of heavy cart- 
non. These obstaeJes all gave way before the 
assiduity, and spirit of Lord Nelson ; and it werd 
difficult perhaps to decide, in which particular 
his transcendant merit appeared most conspicuous; 
whether in his care and attention to the discovery 
of the proper track, or course wlu'ch It was ne- 
cessary his squadron should take previous to the 
commencement of the contest, his firmness ns an 
hero during the continuance ofit, or his pbiliues 
ns a statesman, after its conclusion. Taken to- 
gether, they ccrtninly cfTccted a service to the 
nation, which perlups has never been equalled i 
bejond all possibility of dispute, or eatil, never 
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exceeded. ' THe effects of the former victories 
have been already scaled ; those produced by the 
present, were not' less important. ' ‘ . 

. The visionary Conqueror of India, foreseeing tho , 
ultimate, and peihaps not far distant termination 
to his Egyptian expedition, returned bnCe more to 
renew the scene of blood, of corruption, and every 
base act of political chicane, on the political theatre 
of Europe. What effect, or rather what was the 
extent of the effect, which the secret machinations 
of his diabolical emissaries, and hinisclf, produced^ 
in giving birth to the northern confederacy, and 
fostering it, till it arrived at mischievous inatu-* 
rity, it is impossible to say, with any thing like 
, precision ; unless the perfect history of- those 
intrigues were fairly to be developed, and made 
known 'to the world. ‘Eritain felt the influence, 
andknew the source from whence it sprang, though 
the eye was unable to, trace- the channel through 
which .it passed. 'It- is sufficient to' say/ that, 
however warily this plan' of humiliation and 
destruction might be laid, the geniiis of Nel* 
soli -appeared as. selected by. Providence^ ; not 
• to circupivent and oppose, but to .bverwhelniiit. 
Thus, for the. third time, did thb 'Supreme Dis* 
poser of all human events, place the preservation of 
England within His te^ich ; "and thus,' for the third 
time, did he nobly perform' the -trust reposed % 
him* . • ■ , ^ .. j ^ ‘ 1 . 
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Fortunate as tfae exertions of his lordship 
proved on aH occasions to his country, there arc 
few persons who have been less subject to dis- 
aster than himself. To recapinrlate the'numbtr, 
and the natnre of }he wounds which he received, 
would be truly aflSicting to humanity itself. Were 
' not the facts incontrovertible, future ages would 
scarcely credit the fatigues he underwent, the 
frequent indispositions induced, by a consUtution, 
naturally of a most delicate texture, which he 
bore ith patience, and the bodily injuries re- 
ceived in the exercise of his profession, which he 
had survived. He appeared, if the expression be 
allowed, to be all soul ; and that soul, to be un- 
shakeably devoted to the service of his God, and 
ofhiscountty. ' 

The honours that were conferred on him, were,’ 
it must be confessed, numerous j they exceeded 
far perhaps his own wishes, and expectations, but 
not his mcritx: they %ete such, however, as the 
usage ofhis country warranted; and had they been 
less, his lordship would have accepted them 
with grateful content. That they were not in- 
firlitely isuperior, 'was his misfortune, and not 
the 1 crime of thdse, who directed toward him 
Ihe favour of, his oovereign. To have exceed- 
ed .those limits, which the long oablishcd 
usage in bestoyring honoQrs had erected into a 
law, would have constituted a precedent highly 
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censurable, ,and from which, the honour of the 
.noble person himself, feeling itself insulted 
and disgraced, would have turned with indig- 
nation. • • ■ 

The fact was, that at an age, when many men, 
and of excellent characters, too, had risen to no 
public and .pre-eminent command, Commodore 
Nelson had, bv a continued series of the most 
brilliant actions, raised himself as a child of the 
highest expectation, and was most deservedly in- 
vested with the command of a squadron. In this 
capacity, he surpassed the highest expectations 
that had been formed of him, and the power of 
Spain shrunk beneath his grasp. Great as the 
service was, and superior as would have been 
his reward, had his rank in the naval service, and 
the station he then held, permitted it, the inten- 
tions of' those, who would willingly have confer- 
red on him the highest honours/ reluctantly felt 
, those'intentions thwarted and cramped, by what 
is quaintly termed the etiquette of the service. 

He became a flag officer; he was selected to 
command an expedition, on the success of which 
the fate of Europe depended; he overtook the 
armament of the enemy, and he atchieved a vic- 
tory, which, in' respect to extent, had never been 
equalled. He was honoured with a peerage : on 
this occasion, for the second time, v/as the muni* 
ficence and liberality of his prince cramped by 

A A 2 
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tujtnm. Notwhtstsndmg Ire -was a flag officer, 
die -waa one of the ycmngcjt class, he commamied a 
detacTitaenl only, and, consequently, acted in t su- 
bordinate capacity. Under those circumstances, 
ibere svaLS no precedent for bestowing on him asu- 
■peridriank. At Copenbagcn,thetame cause, for a 
•third time, produced the same elTect; and he 's'as 
taisid from the rank of baron to that of viscount 
‘'Only,-' Thus it was, that with the most perfectly 
■acknowledged claim to the highest honoun, for 
^he fcaceilcot service which be had rendered, in 
the first, and every other of the instances just 
related, he did not, owing to the peculiarity of 
his situation, five to attain that honour, which 
har^been bestowed, we will not say undeiervedlf, 
oh the man, who, at the bead of ninelj'-ntne ships 
of the line, vns represented as the saviour of 
■England, because he had defeated that of France, 
which consisted of forty-four only • 

‘ The cessation of hostilities, the only event, 
perhaps, that could have caused his lordship's 
quitting the line of active service, afforded him 
the means of renovating a constitution shattered 
arid enervated by the long, and very laborious 

• Tin coffiVmtd Ben of E«e)hiJ and IlotUed, vnter lie 
waattod af Adjnlrit Raircl, as sic bilile efts Hocae, fee- 
Vised otatnfiy-aiBc litps, aD of lien of two, or tirw dcci'i 
ud Coaudered of tie Une. ' 
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occupations in vhich he had been engaged. In 
peace, however, he by no means sunk into ob- 
scurity. In civil life he constantly displayed all 
those virtues and qualifications, which vender die 
private man honourable, and the honourable man 
great. To the courtesy natural to an equal, he 
added an afrability, conjoined with the dignified 
demeanour of a prince. Thus did he render 
himself beloved, admired, respected, and adored 
by all parlies, and by all ranks' and conditions of 
men. In his retirement at Merton, he displayed 
the genuine character of an old English baron j for 
benevolence -and hospitality marked every action 
of his life and without possessing the revenue of 
a prince, he exhibited, so f.ir as his means per- 
mitted, the munificence of one. Here it was, as 
has been justly remarked, that bis unaffected 
philanthropy first found an opportunity ofrender- 
ing him intimately known to those, who' before 
knew of his viitucs, only by report As a senator, 
he constantly manifested the integrity, and the 
firmness of an honest upright legislator. When 
he spoke, he delivered himself in the most dig- 
nified terms ; and if he thought be discovered any 
thing injurious, or reprehensible in a measure, he 
paade it his constant rule to state decidedly his 
objections, without suffering his mind to receive 
the smallest bias from th<? opinion even of men 
who, on every ' other occasion, he thought most 
highly of. He afforded the world a strong- and 
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singular proof of his stficl candour in this rtipcct, 
daring the debate which topk place m the house of 
lords on the list 'of December, 1802, on the bill 
for the appo'mtmen'l of a commission to inquire 
into abuses, committed b/ certain boards em- 
•ployed In the naval department of public service, 
and by prize agents. It would have been an act 
pt injustice to the character of h'is lordship, had 
pot the speech made by him on that memorable 
occasion neverbeenrecordedj andit wouldnowbo 
pne, were it omitted *. The subject of debate his 

* Mf Lcrdt, la the ibter^ of mjr noble ^esd, who tt tt 
Oie head of the tdfliirxl(7» I think h raj darjto uj a few 
trordi to joarlordiUpi) in regard to a bUh of which the ob« 
Jecti have aa erpren refcrcsee to the intcftfi) of raj profe** 
itOQ, u a efimag. It aadoabudlj ongiiuiei b the feelbs 
of jhe admlnltj, that ihej hare not the power to remtdj 
^ertab iboacsi which thej perceirf to be raoii injsrbat to 
the poblle terrice. Ererj man knowi that there arc loch 
abnatj) and 1 hope there it none among »» who wcmld not clad* 
Ij do all that coold be cooititvtkmillj eSectr J to correct tbeiDt 
Yet, if I bad heard ofanj objecuoo of weight nrged igalcJI 
the measore in the pretent billt I ibonlJ ccrublj hare hni* 
tated to do aaght to promote ita pmjreii through the fortni 
ofthbhotue. Bat fcoi rtcoUeci but one thing with which 
i haje been ttruck, ai potiihljexteftioajbJe b ill feort. It 
aothorlirt the cooaaiinonen to call Ibr, and uupect the book| 
of merchinti» who nuj hare bad traniictiooi of bwbrtt with 
anj of the boarda* or priie agenti, bio whote coodoct ihej 
are to b^nlre. Bat the credit of the Brimh ncrchrftt Ii the 
lappoj t of the g nn i n g| iLg of the world) h'li hooka are not 
^htlj^ nor for injr ordbarj paipow« to be laita out of fb 
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lordship was extremely conversant with jhe knew, 
perhaps, from his own personal experience,, the 

own hands. The secrets of his business arc not to be too cu« 
riously pryed into. The books of a single merchant may 
betray the secrets, not only of his own affairs, but of those 
with whom he is principally connected in business ; and the' 
rcciprociU confidence of the whole commercial world may, 
by the authoritative inquiry of these commissioners, be shaken ; 
all this, at least, I should havr: feared as liable to happen, if 
tlic persons who arc named in the bill had not been rhen 
whose characters arc above all suspicion of indiscretion, or ma- 
lice, I may presume it to be the common conviction of the 
merchants, that in such hands they will be safe : since they 
have made no opposition to the bill in its progress ; and since 
they have offered no appearance .against it by counsel, .at 
your lordships’ bar. And truly, my lords, if die bill be thus 
superior to all objection, I can affirm, that the neccffitics, the 
wrongs, of those who are employed in the nav.al service of 
their country, most loudly call for the redress which it pro- 
poses. From the highest admiral in the service, to the poor- 
est cabin boy that walks the street, there is not a man but 
may be in distress, with large sums of wages due to him, of 
which he shall, by no diligence of request, be able to obtain 
payment; not a man, whose entreaties will be readily answered 
with aught but insults, at the proper places for bis applica- 
tion, if he come not with particular recommendations to a 
preference. From the highest admiralty the. meanest sea-, 
man, whatever the sums of prize money due to hiin, no man 
can tell when he may securely call any .part -of it his own. 
A man may have 40,000!. due to him in prize-money, and' 
yet may be dismissed without a shilling, ' if he ask for it at the.-' 
proper office, without particular Tecommendation. Are these 
things ro be tolerated ?, Is it Tor the interest, is it for the ho- 
nour of the country,' that they should not as speedily as pOs-- 
sible be redressed ? I should be as unwilling as any man to 
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cnonniti^ ihat the agent* for prizes had on some 
^ct^idns been guilqr of, and he ftlt alt proper 
warmth for the interert of hit profession. But it 
IS to be o'bservcdjthat he confinfd himself entirely 
to that single principle of the bill, without interfer- 
ing in the Bmallest degree with any of the remain- 
ing pobt8,‘_ which it was its object to eihbrace.- 
Like a cautious and prudent swimmer, he \ entured 
not beyond hi* depth, nor did he presume to ha- 
zatd his opinion on matters he did not thorough,ly 
Cotnpreheild,and understand. On such points ah4 
parts of the bill hi* lordship displayed dignity, for 
he preserved silence. Even the constitutional 
objections started in opposltiori to it by no means 
tended to depredate hi* cbaiacter, or his dlscem- 
nient in having supported it : unversed in legal de- 
dnitionsand distinctions, be sought only to rcctiiy 
an abusi, which, he was certain had erdSlcd j and 

giTC an orenroutinj preference to tie laiertui of ay 
profeiriotu Bat 1 cionot help tilnUo^* ilui orwUr tU tie 
ciicncsftioccs'of tie aiTUr* joor lordiiipi will be ilronjt/ 
dupoicd to Idraoce thii btU bto a law* u ipeeiUf u tnty be 
crarfrcwf wfcA die fcir ^eocc^agt, 

prodeoccofdebbentioo.*' • 

On tie third rending of tie biH* whkh took pJitt on tie fol- 
Ifawlog diy, Lord Nelron etprened Umj hj* detire* 'tint the 
necemry btjBiftc* iato lie ftaglait iVjiei by prire 
Digit be nude the lobjeci oT e tepamte »ct- Hit letdii'p 
tt tbe aamc time owoed, that there might be bttasen b 
which the delayi of tie payment cf prut aerxy rrioltcdj 
not feom lie nDaby of the acetiro'r not 

eitily nroldable In tic eotamon nwne of hemio iffib*. 
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^jfconsidering, though no lawyer, Rnd spurning the 
incomprehensible, jargon of legal debate, that he 
had an undoubted right, even though redress had 
Been perfectly unconstitutional, to shelter his 
opinion from disgrace, or Gbntumely,' undei* the 
universally admitted maxim, that in a free coun- 
try there can be no wrong, without a rerriedy. - 

Thus far, the merit and the praise of hiS lordn 

* ^ .. .* ' > ‘ . i ‘ 

ship may be considered negative ; but im the 
pourse of his speech, we shall find his opinion 
expressed in the most manly .stile, entitling hii|i 
t0 the highest veneration ' and respect. ^ 'His pb- 
jecdonS the powers intended to be given by 
the bill, authorizing inquiries, at which his mih4 
reydlte’d, as' .improper, were such, as must, "to the 
latest moment of parliamentary discussion, en** 
d tie hint to veneration as a seriator, and to thp, 
|oye of every man, who feels himself ' warm in 
the welfare of his coundy, and in ,h'is wishes fdr" 
^he prosperity of its' co.mrhercO. ' ' . 


The relaxatioh frorn' the fatigues of" service, 
proved, unfortunately for’, his lordship, .bfit 'of 
short duration. ■ The^ turbulent' and ' ihsatikbly" 
pirtbitious; 'character of the French’ governrheiit, 
again dragged .his; lordship, frpni his.dbmesdc re- 
pose, ^ after it Had continued for’ a peribd ’ of eigh- 
'' teen mbnths. THeindanf it was foreseen that 

tilities were likely to recommence, the eyes and 
'tuajcsty’s ministers vy'ere stroiigiy 
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impelled toward hjs lordship, as a person to wbom 
the most intercsthig andimportant services muW, 
le conBdcd. The ‘former theatre of war, where 
be had T acquired 'SO much glory, the tranquillity; 
of the Mediterranean, was the station on which he 
was destined to act, and the object he was sent 
to attamj ensure the latter, it wm necessary 
for to keep a constant watchful eye over 
Toulon j the port from whence, in a former war, 
that fieet had issued, which he had so gloriously 
annihilated* ^ t 

The renewal of hostilities was announced in 
thchoQs^ of comraoDfi on the i6th of May', 1803,- 
and^in four days afterwards, having previously 
boist^ his Bag on board the Victory, of 100 
^ns,^ hjs lordship proceeded to Gibraltar. Ren- 
deredj ^ry by experience, and intiraickted by 
that terror which bis very name carried with it, 
the French armament was conlcnt to owe its 
safety to its continuance in port ; so that, notwith- 
standing every fiti?tagcro, every allurement his 
loniship could contrive, in the hope of* drawing 
them from their ignoble security into kk and" 
n^anly ^contest was had ^recourse to, the eflcn^y^ 
constantly shrunk from dw challenge, as though* 
honestly sensible of their own inferiority m skill 
and actual strength, bowo’er numerically’ nrpenorj 
tfeelr force might appear. In this unmtcrcstuig 
itete of tranquillity did the naval operations in the 
M^iterranean continue, during the space of 
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twelve months ; and the inty occurrence Which' 
then took place, that could afford' any variety to 
the scene, ^ was a skirmish of the inost trivial na- 
ture, for it was not thought sufficiently important 
to render the publication of an official account 

of it necessary^, 

^ * 

t 

** This will, however, be supplied by the following d?- 
^ails, transmitted tp England by'private hands. 

Extract of a letter from an olRcer on board the Canopus, oiF 
Toulon, dated May 24th, 

“ Yesterday, in company with the Donncgal apd Amazon, 
we were nearly brought to action by a very superior sq^ua- 
dron 'of the enemy, whom Admiral Campbell had been sent out 
by Lord Nelson to reconnoitre. The mAip body of the fleet 
remained far out of sight of the land j but the weather was so 
very fair, that the rear-admiral was tempted to stand in close, 
to get a good view of them. To the eastward of the harbour’? 
mouth, in which direction the road is open, on our near ap- 
proach it Tell nearly calm, and the gnn-boats immediately 
pulled towards us, and commenced 'firing, when we tacked, 

' but at such a distance that their shot 'fell short. The admiral 
ifired in return. • A moderate breeze by this time sprung op, 
and the squadron in the harbour were soon under sail after us, 
and in less than an hour consisted of five sail of the line, and 
three heavy frigates. They appeared determined to make a 
grand push put after us^ The frigates, arid one of the line of 
battle ships, appeared to gairr considerably ; and the head- 
most of the former, which was the same fellow that the Ama- 
zon chased into Hieres Bay during the winter, opened a 
distant teasing fire On the'Donnegal, which ,was our stemmok 
ship. This was not to be borne -Ipng patiently by Sir Ri- 
. phard Strachan, who, watching his opportunity, luffed up, an 4 
gave a broadside, which made the headmost gentry heave 
fheir sails aback, quicker than ever I tfiem execute any 
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I The vigilance of his lordshipidid not, however, 
felax tn conseijnenc'e of the intrtnesb of the 

. I * 

JWOKcnTre, The CjtDOptn >tK> tbmr »on>e tiot it ibe *»fl39 
timer, h) a good direction Although ihit &re vu u tuch a 
Amhec, that I hare great dpi^ts whelhcr aajr ihot tcoV 
effect, jret it erldeiuly ierred to check tie progrcti of the 
headmost lerenty'foQr, nippoted to be the Swlfborei for 
&octnth*tanding'the «u coouog op fktt, and oith foor of her 
own clau at her heeli/ Instead ofclonng wth the Docmtgalj 
tiic moment she came withtn random shot* she rdtmdcd to^ 
to fire her broidnde, bj vluch ihn lott a gr ea t deal of yrt^* 
thoQgh perhaps this wu her objects The ig^adron that wat 
itov in parmt of or, and coming op fast, was w sapenor aa 
Co pfeclode aU chance of doing asf thiog w)th them Ad^ 
tnlnl Campbell therefore made saHi and thej ctmdnvedv to 
|cdlow os tome tiffie» ander a crowd of casvaii mil keepmg 
^ adTxntige ef oiling t bat fearfhl of bdeg dnwa off too , 
&r, and decoje^ into the Jawa of the Vunoant, by the- tunft 
they were about fire Icigoes from TdoJpb, they were rccaikd 
by their signal post from the hUJ, and all Hood in igain^ 
*iliU was aboot three qaattcia of an hoar pau thrte o^Iodc 
f’-M. At aix wc saw oar ffeet to Ictwaxdi -and joined them 
^bont half past tune, They heard the fire indntJocUy, aod 
the Xerkthan was detached towards Toolon, but had 
pocceded fisr on her yray befot? af wme petecired man*’ 
fajg.** 

7 , An ex ln t ct of a letter from on board the CAnopo»> Adnurtl 
Campbell's fiag-abip, dated off Tooloct May sfth, says, 

** As It u possjWfl yoQ will see In the paf*r» »n accotmt of 
a ihghj action with the French, magnified no doobi bf them 
fntp a retreat of ific whole Britnh fleet, I »41 gi« ^ 7°^ 
as it rpaDy was. The CsnDpns, the lX>nncg*l» end a frigarct 
yrero dctach«f frptn the fleet to look into 
did yester day momiogy and alter being some boon as ncaf 
the mouth of the harbour •» their batteries woold iHoW ns^ 
we were rejoiced to see them Is inotioo, and, ere long, ihtey 
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enemy, and their apparent fixed .detei'minatlon 
■of avoiding all encounter. Their commence, was 
distressed, their privateers captured, and,'in' fiile» 
the British f),ag;waved over all parts of the Medw 
terrahean,: and 'along the coastSfOf -France itself; 
triumphant, and unopposed. ,The most distin- 
guished enterprize, undertaken during 'the re- 
mainder of the .year, Was the destruction’ of a 
number of merchant vessels at laVanddur, in 
Hieres Bay ; of which transaction Lord Nelson, 
fully impiessed with his invariable practice of 
rendering justice to every ofRcer he commanded, 
makes the follovdng concise and handsome rfeL 
'mark*. — The importance of the service may be 
but little, but the determined bravery of Lieu- 
tenants Thompson, Parker, Lumley, and Moore, 
"and the petty 'officers, seamen, and marines, em- 
ployed under them, could not be exceeded.” 

So mortified was his lordship, at his compul- 
sive state of inactivity, that in consequence of the ' 

* i ' 

-line of battle ships, and three frigates tame Out: we imme- 
.diately tacked, in order to draw them frohr.the Jand, bat went 
.Hnder an easy sail; and'they soon came within range ofonr 
,shot: ^yheri they began to fire, we were just sat down to 
.dinner* which we took quietly, and then returned their iire, 
meiriingjto bring them to oloffc action, though so fsrsnpericr, 

; We were hbwevec disappointed, forattHs comtnt we pst- 
.ceived.two more, ships of the line ana rrerrignte coming ” 
their.a'isistance. This wa* :or gre. i oi-i, under thrir rrr- 
' .batteries, we therefore were vb to sheer oSi 
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corporation of London having voted him thants 
/br^e service he had rendered his country, by 
Wocfcadfng the port of Toulon,’ and thereby 
preventing 'the enemy’s fleet in that quarter 
JfroiD putting to sea, he returned the subjoined 
very characteristic answer*, which embraced 

"Mr • *« Vjctorj.AngBrt t, 1804. 

•* TH* da/.f* ttB hoooerred with jonr lonJilup*» lettef of 
April 9th, traanmttui; me tlie reidtftstuu of tbe corpontKn 
of tlie cit/ of London^ tluitking me, *j co mmandin g tiip Sect 
^locludlag Tooloo. 1 do Attore your lordiiup^ tint there b 
jiotthAt msQbrauhtQgvfao teu ahigberrAloe upon the thui)U - 
of hu fellow ctoxei^ of Loodoo thu mjKLTj hoc I jhoald 
feel u math luiumed eo receive them fc't a ptrticakr •erriee 
BUrited u cherrioladoD* if J feh thet J did pet tome with^ ' 
thacCae or<«en4c8. u I choold fedl hah it Juriog a greU 
victory pmeJ orer withtmt notice, 

** Ibegtolqform 70Brk>rd*hjp,thAtihr port of Totalon lui 
■ever been bloclouied b/me 1 qmte therererre 1 erciy oppor- 
tooity ho been offered the enemy to pvt to tea, for it u there 
thit we hioj% t6 retiree the bopettnd czpectttihUj oronreoDo- 
try ; tod X trU(t thtt they wUl oot be diuppoiiited. ^ ^ 

Yoor lordihip win Jadge of my fccUngi, opon aeeiiig that 
kU the jauor fltg oScen of other fleets, end ereo tome of the 
htco Tcccived the thmniaor tfaecoiporxdoa ofLoo- 
doa^ whOrt the jomor flag officera of the Jdedtterraneaa fleet 
■rc enttrely omitted, I oim it hu •trock me rery fordblyi 
for, ■where the jnformadon of the Jonior officers tod c*ptiint 
of other fleets waa obtalBcd, the atme iofbrnutioQ could hare 
been given of the officers of tfJi fleet, tnd the 
ud it was my datp to atitc, that more able and sealoos bfficer* 
and gaptsrni do not grace the British navy, than those I hive 
the honoQx-and happhien to command. It Ukewuo appetn. 
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muny points extremely interesting, and Honour- 
able to his character, and at^onccrcxplaincd the 
real state, of the ease, logctlicr with his opinion 
of the- situation and temper of the enemy. His 
spirited, though modest species of remonstrance 
to the city, in consequence of their supposed 
neglect in not bestowing their thanks on the 
officers joined with himself in command, would 
cause a repetition of culogium, winch British .gra- 
titude might not, perhaps, conceive a redundancy, 

my lord, a most extraordinary circumstance, that Rcar-adn;i- 
ral Sir Richard liickcrton should have been, .as second in 
command in the INIcditcrrancan fleet, twice passed over by tlic 
corporation of London : once after the Egyptian expedition, 
v.hea the first and third in command were thanked, and now 
again; consciousness of high desert, instcadof neglect, made tiic 
rear-admiral resolve to let the matter rest until he could have 
an opportunity personally to call upon the lord mayor to ac- 
count for such an extraordinary omission ; but from this second 
omission, I owe it to that excellent oIRccr, not to pass it by ; 
and I do assure your lordship, that the consmm, zealous, and 
cordial support I have had in my command from both Rear- 
admiral Sir Richard Bickertoh, and Rear-admiral Campbell, 
has been such as calls forth all my thanks and .admiration. We 
have shared together the edristant attention of being more than 
fourteen months at sea, and are ready to share the dangers 
and glory of a day of battle. Therefore it is impossible that I 
can ever allow myself to be separated in thanks from such fup- 
porters. ■ I have the honour to' remain, with the very highest 
respect, your lordship’s most faithful and obedient servant, 

■ ■’ ** Nelson and lir.ONTi;.’* 

To Ae Right Hon, the Lord Mayor." 
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But -wMcli becomes mmecessaiy, because tie act 
itself was so truly great, as to render itnnnecessary 
that the merit of it should be pointed out During 
the’ remainder of the year* •* every thing continued 
in the same passive state. The month of January, 
however, .appeared to promise a renewal of mori 
acdye scenes. Spain had entered herself as an 
ally in the dispute, and the ports of that coun- 
try claimed equal attention on the part of his 
lordship with those of France. The fleet which 
had so long been in a State of complete equip- 
ment at Toulon, anxiously watching for the first 
apparently safe opportunity of putting’’ to sea, 
pushed out of the harbour on the i jth of January, 
its force consisting of eleven ships of the line 


* In the Chrotucle, toI. xilf p.49i< tlie {oQowiBg 
tufcdote a giren of bts lonUlup, wUcH rtfieou fts m noch 
cralic on bla u> be omitted* 

•* Od the 1 ith of September^ • teiman of tbe VictoTjr# of 
1 lo gcEiUy Lord Nebon'i ftli frooi tbc Ai^ecutle 

into tbo fcti. on beiriDg tbe cry of a man orerboairL Mr* 
Edward Flin, a rolonceer, jomped £mn. the jqitarter-dcck 
•ftcrhimj Jtttl had the .good fijitnne p 3 arc the man, notwith- 
•tmdlng the eatreme darkaew of the bight, and the «hlp at 
thcdme being under aaU. ’nie,n< 3 tC raomiug Lord Neb®® 
(jent for Jdr. Flin, and prcfcnted hlna with ft ikntenaptb 
commiaiion, appointing to the BUten tioop bf war i 
at the nmg dme tald. ho wonid rtitruglf recommend him 

to the lordi of the admiralty » in cocteiiBcnce of which, th^b 

lordeUpi hare anArmtd bia^ that appomtmfflt*^^ • 
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tind iv.'o frigates. Current report had assigned 
Egvpc as the most probable place of its destina- 
tion ; and Lord Nelson, who, according to his 
wonted custom, though out of sight of Toulon, 
in continuance of the system of decoy, which he 
had so long pursued without success, was, never- 
theless, at no great distance from iti he was there-' 
fore quickly informed, that the temerity of Vilie- 
neuve, or positive orders sent to him for that pur- 
pose, had at length induced him to quit port ; and 
the British squadron, whose force was not superior 
to that of the enemy, instantly shaped its course to 
the much wished for scene of future encounter. 
Villeneuve, however, and those under whose orders 
he acted, had far different views, than the renewal 
of an expedition to Egypt. His lordship pursued 
him in vain. He traversed the Mediterranean with- 
out effect, and the force under his orders being 
unfortunately mistaken in various places, parti- 
cularly on the coast of Sicily and Egypt, for that 
of France, ' the inhabitants of those countries 
felt their fears alarmed to the utmost, dreading 
a renewal of the same ravages from their new visi- , 
tors, which their conduct, on preceding occa- 
sions, taught them so much to apprehend. 

The armament of France' having encountered 
a storm, not long after it quitted port, returned 
back' to Toulonj while his lordship, deceived 
by the reports and false intelligence that bad 

B B 
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but which becomes -UUnecessaiy, because the act 
itselfwas 60 'truly great, as to render itunneecssary 
that the merit of it should be pointed out During 
the remainder of the year* every thing coirtinned 
in the same passive Mate. The month of January, 
however, appeared to promise a renewal of more 
active scenes. Spain had entered herself as an 
ally in the dispute, and the ports of that coun- 
try claimed equal attention on the part of his 
lordahlp with those of France. The fleet which 
had so long been in a State of complete equip- 
ment at Toulon, anxiously watching for the first 
apparently safe opportunity of putting to tes, 
pushed out of the harbour on the 15th of Januaiy, 
its force consisting of eleven ships of the line 

^ * In iBc Ninl Chromclc, vol. liL p.494^ il« fdJairing 
coecdocc if gtreo of iib lordflup, «]ud: rr£ecti far UxJ tOBch 
credit on him to be omitted^ 

«* On the iith of September, t louaan of ibt'^cwrfi of 
1 to gDiu* Lord Kclcon'i fell &oa tbe^ fmecude 

Into tbetcii on hceriog tbo cry of e nun orertoird* Mr» 
Ldwerd KSn, a rolonteer, joaped Srem the qiarter-deck 
after htm> -tnd bid tbe ,good fbrtone to i**e the map, nottriti- 
^nrl^ng f dirkixesi of tbf iiigbt, ind the iblp it 
tbe time being coder uiL Tbe ,iici t fflomiug Lord 
•#ent for Wr. Flin, pf o em ed him with p UeutenaftV 
ff^rnTtKiiowj ippolnting him to the Bfttcni iloopof W I 
at the nme dme md, hr vocld '•trOnglf recoauoeod him 
to the lordiof the idminliy 1 
lordihlp* hire eottfirjntd him in ihit 
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knd two frigates. Current report had assigned 
Egvpr as the most probable place of its destina- 
tion ; and Lord Nelson, who, according to his 
wonted custom, though out of sight of Toulon, 
in continuance of the system of decoy, which he 
had so long pursued without success, was, never- 
theless, at no great distance from it i he was there- 
fore quickly informed, that the temerity of Ville- 
neuve, or positive orders sent to him for that pur- 
pose, had at length induced him to quit port j and 
the British squadron, whose force was not superior 
to that of the enemy, instantly shaped its course to 
the much wished for scene of future encounter. 
Villeneuve, however, and those under whose orders 
he acted, had far different views, than the renewal 
of an expedition to Egypt. His lordship pursued 
him in vain. He traversed the Mediterranean with- 
out effect, and the force under his orders being 
Unfortunately mistaken in various places, parti- 
cularly on the coast of Sicily and Egypt, for that 
of France, the' inhabitants of those countries 
felt their fears alarmed to the utmost, dreading 
a renewal of the same ravages from their new visi- 
tors, which their conduct, on preceding occa- 
sions, taught them so much to apprehend. 

The armament of France having encountered 
a storm, not long after it quitted port, returned 
back to Toulon 5 while his lordship, deceived 
by the reports and false intelligence that had 

B B 
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been conveyed to him, ^ pursued his frmtless 
ecarch. On^he 30th of March Villcncav^ again 
put to sea; andbnding.on his arrival off Cartha' 
gtna,. that the Spanish ships in that port vrere 
not in a state of equipment sufficiently forward 
to join him itnmedUlcIjr, he pursued his voyage 
to Cadiz, off which port he arrived on the 9th 
of April*; and being reinforced by the Aiglc, of 
74 guns, a French ship of war, with six others be- 
longing to Spain, under the orden of Admiral 
Gravina, he proceeded, without -a moment’s loss 
of time, to the West Indies, 

The escape of so considerable a force as that 
of the combined squadrons bad now become, ex- 
cited the highest emotion and anxiety in^glaod ; 
an anxiety not a little increased by the in- 
formation received, that the enemy’s ships had 
n land force cihbarked on board them, amount- 
ing to upwards of ten thousand mem Doubt and 
Burmiie served but to increase apprehension, and 
in the beginning of the month of May, the latter 
was iconsidcrably heightened in England, on its 
being discovered that they had proceeded to the 
West Indies. His lordship, in the interim, .was 
waiting with the utmost impatience for the ar- 
rivd of the enemy in the Sicilian seas : his usual 

* Blr John Orde, Trtu) wis ftatiooed off ibat port, with* 
iqiudroii of fire ilrip* of the line, rcdiing on bU approith, 
munolesttd, and onpiinaed* 
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. good fortune appeared at length t6 have forsaken 
him ; for though he had been a long time baffled 
in his former pursuit to the same shores, yet suc- 
-ces had ultimately crowned his wishes i but in the 
pesent instance, Providence appeared to have 
placed it beyond his reach. The middle of April 
arrived ere he received any information that he 
could depend on, either of the enemy’s return 
into port, or of their subsequent movements ; not 
an instant was lost, in the endeavour to trace the 
track of their flight ; and having found they no 
longer existed in the Mediterranean sea,- he pur- 
sued his course to the Straits of Gibraltar, and ar- 
rived at Tetuan early in the month of May, The 
additional intelligence he received at that place, 
and on his passage thither, confirmed his opinion, 
that the combined squadrons of the enemy were 
proceeding to the Westindiesj and notwithstand- 
ing the inferiority of his force, and various other 
plausible objections that might have been started 
by an Officer less warm in the cause of his coun- 
try than himself, he hesitated not a moment in 
determining to pursue' them, not only thither, but 
to any other, even the-mbst distant quarter of the 
world, whither they might direct their flight, or 
where they might attempt to carry on their, mer-' 
ciless depredations. The genius of the British 
.colonies appears,, on this occasion to have been 
peculiarly active, in affording that. limited pro- 

' ' ' ^ B 2 ; 

\ 
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^ tection'^-w'hich Providence permitted her to extei^ 
to the countries over which the watched No 
Oliver line of conduct could possibly have pre- 
served them from rum j and the adoption of such 
a measure was such, that few, very few, even of 
the bravest men, would have considered it proper 
for them to pursue. 

To attack, even at the most unequal odds, an 
enemy soppo^d to have a great and particular 
object Jn view, is an act of gallantry most highly 
praise- worthy j and had liis lordship, with his 
squadron of ten sail of the line only, fallen in 
with the combinbd force of France and Spain, 
amounting, as it did, to eighteen, cither in tbe 
Mediterranean sea, the Straits of Gibraltar, or 
any where in the vicinity to the westward of 
them ; had he engaged them, and without cap- 
turing a single ship, crippled so great a part as to 
have arrested their further progress, tint act might 
have vied with any that occurs in the naval his- 
tory of Britain j but on the present occasion, and 
on his present conduct, the mind f^els itself com- 
pelled merely to contemplate the tribute of ap- 
plause it wishes to pay, owing to the want ofterms 
sufficiently expressive of its truly grateful feelings. 

No man, perhaps, who ever bore, the charac- 
ter of an officer, ever took on himself so heavy a 
rrcaponsibility j had he been decci\'ed in his infbr- 
-matioD, had he bdea impeded in Ids voyage by 
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any of those accidents to vdiicb navigation is 
subject j had he experienced any. of those disasters, 
which no prudence could foresee, nor any atten- 
tion could prevent j what would have been the 
outcry, the clamour that would have been raised 
against him ? He would have been stigmatized 
in the most opprobrious terms, for his folly, his 
frenzy, and his disobedience, in not continuing 
in a station where he was placed by the orders 
of those, whom it was his duty implicitly to 
obey j all his former laurels would have been, 
blasted by the envenomed tongue of malice, and 
he himself would have passed through the shat- 
tered remains of a painful life, with a constitu- 
tion worn out in the service of his country, neg- 
lected and forgotten, even by those, who owed 

him the highest tribute. This would have been 
. • ‘ ‘ 

the slightest punishment he would have felt. It 
is unnecessary to enlarge further on 50 hateful a 
subject. 

Let us view, with this prospect before his 
eyes, what his conduct was: conscious of his 
own integrity, he despised to entertain appre- 
hensions of incurring censure in the event of the 
most calamitous circumstance that could occur ; 
and thus did he, with all the fervent zeal of pursuit, 

nobly trample on 'the cold system of prudential 

\ 

caution. Ingratitude, however, is a national 
.crime too frequently committed^ and the man 
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■who ii hrm enough to despiie it, displayj s chaV 
racUr endued with a peciUiar and undescribable 
quality, superior to heroism itself. > 

His lordship having detenmned bn the raea- 
sure, lost no time in carrying it into execution ; 
, and his activity renderfd it incalculably v^uable. 
He remained in Tetuan Bay no longer than was 
merely sufficient to enable his ships to recruit their 
water, and take on boafd such articles' as were 
of the first necessity, that they might be en- 
abled to pursue their voyage without endanger- 
ing the lives, or the h^Iths of their crews. He pro- 
ceeded immediately to Lagos Bay, where, ai'if 
forlune specially favoured him, he found severe] 
transports and store-ships, which had been in 
companywich Sir John Ordc, when diat officer 
retired with his squadron from before Cadiz, *on 
the approach of Yill^neuYc and bis fleet Here ' 
the most pressing wants of the diffetent ships in 
respect to stores and provisions were stdl further 
relieved, and his lordship having recened * 
ditional confirmation of thej-eports already trans- 
mitted to him, in respect of the course steered by 
the tombmed squadrons, finally put to sea ih 
pursuit of them on the nth of May, 

His passage was by no means linpropitious, 
pit the 4th of June he came td an anchor in Car^ 
lisle Bay, offBarbadoes, without having experi- 
enced any sinister accident during his voyage. 
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To a people dispirited and alarmed, as the in- 
habitants of that island were, on receiving, infor- 
mation of the very formidable force belonging to 
the enemy which had arrived at Martinique on the 
14th of the preceding month, the sight of the 
British squadron operated as a gift bestowed on 
them by = Heaven, for their deliverance from cer- 
tain ruiiij for though the timid might express 
their fears, that an attack made by ten ships of 
the line on a squadron consisting of eighteen, re- 
cently equipped, and fresh out of port, would be 
an act exposing them, not only to imminent 
peril, but_to absolute destruction j yet those who 
had weighed well the character of his lordship, 
together with that of the officers and men serving 
under his orders, and knew how to appreciate 
their value fairly, felt no such terrors. Although 
the fleet of 'France had reached Martinique near- 
ly three weeks before the arrival of his lordship,, 
it had never yet attempted any further act of 
hostility, than the attack of the Diamond Rock : 
it was known, however, that the Spanish 'division, 
under admiral Gravina, had separated from Vil- 
leneuve, and was supposed to have proceeded on 
a secret expedition ; report had selected the island 
of Trinidad a? the devoted place of attack. His 
lordship, whose fleet, after his arrival' at Barba- 
does, had been reinforced by a junction with 
Rear-admiral Cochran^ and two ships of the line, 
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lost not a moment in maJdng the>l>est arranger 
ments in his power for dispossessing the invad- 
ing enemy. TTVcnty-foiir hoars onij were con- 
sumed in watering the fleet, and in taking on 
board a body ofland troops under the orders of 
Sir Win. Myers, amounting to two thousand men. 
On the 5th of June his lordship quitted Barba- 
docs, and shaped bis course tp the southward! on 
the 7th he arrived off Trinidad, where he found a 
repetition of his former disappointments still pur- 
suing him, and that the report of the attack was 
equally unfounded with those which bad so per- 
plexed, and harassed him previous to his quitting 
the Mediterranean. 

The terror of the inhabitants was violent in the 
extreme j they considered their visitors as the 
enemies whom they so much dreaded j and so 
strong was the delusion in which they were', 
held, that every exertion made by his lordship, 
to convince them, by signals, of his identity, was 
unable to effect that purpose, and prevent the 
troops, posted in an advanced fort, fiom blowing 
up the works, and retreating to the capital. As 
it was now evident that nothing had been at- 
tempted to the southward, hie lordship quitted 
Trinidad on the 8th, and having arrived oP 
Grenada on the following day, received informa- 
tion that the combined squadrons, consisting of 
seventeen sail of thfc line, had quitted ilartmiquc 
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that very morning, and pursued a northerly course. 
It immediately occurred to his' lordship, that the 
fury - of this formidable fleet was. destined to fall 
upon. Antigua, for he was as yet unacquaintr 
ed with the French admiral’s being aware of his' 
arrival; nor, had he been informed of that cir-- 
cumstanee,- \yould his modesty perhaps have 
allowed him tq suppose, that the fleet of au- 
epemy, purposely fitted out for a particular ex- 
pedition, and nearly doubling his own force,, 
could be induced from the knowledge of what 
his active- mind had effected, and the apprehen- 
sion of what it might in future contrive, to quit 
its object, and absolutely seek its safety by flight, - 
apd return to Europe.- 

On his reaching Antigua, he found his expec- 
tations of en.countering the enemy there, still dis-. 
appointed ; but though his patience was tired, liis 
.hopes were not extinguished : it was how reduced 
to a certainty, that fearing to contest the domi- 
pion of those seas, they were absolutely on their 
return homeward: his lordship, with the utmost 
expedition, landed those troops he , had taken; on 
board .for the purpose of .supporting , any islands 
which might have been; attacked, and, prepared, 

, -vyith all his accustomed - alacrity, to pursue them, 
consoling himself -with; the pleasing idea .of being 
even yet enabled to overtake them, ‘W'hen on their 
■passage. ' ■ v ^ ■ ;• ;. 
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In the midst, however, of the huny and cenfii- 
sion, 'which might have been ^ naturaily expected 
to ' prevail, while such rapid movements were 
adopting, the coolness and circumspection of 
bis lordship never failed him for an instant. On 
the 13th of June he dispatched Captain Bettes- 
worth, in the Curieux sloop of war, to England, 
With information of the movements made by the 
cnfcmy, together with hit own operations, and the 
ffleasuresadoptedtoovertakethem. ThatnOmeans 
whatever might be left untried to apprtxc the squa- 
drons employed in watching the different ports of 
France and Spain, that the enemy approached, his 
lordship dispatched Captain Rutherford in' the 
iDecade frigate, on the 1 yth, to Lisbon, with in- 
structions to order any light vessels he might 
find there, to sail immediately for the purpose of 
effectually spreading the alarm, and to proceed 
aflerwards in the same line of service herself; 
the Martin sloop was almost on the same moment' 
with the Decade, sent off, on a similar errand, to 
Gibraltar. 

The eipectation of Britain had, perhaps, never 
been raised to an higher pitch ; but the genius of 
disappointment appeared to have not even jet 
sated her malice, in counteracting the operations 
of the pursuers. His lordship reached Gibraltar on 
tberpth of July, after haying trarersed ibe space 
qf ocean stretched between Europe and America 
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within a period almost . incredibly short; for it 
will be found, that from the day he quitted 'Te- 
tuanBay, to proceed through the Straits, to that of 
his return to Gibraltar, after having made a regu- 
lar tour of the Leeward West Indian Islands, in- 
cluding all the time unavoidably consumed in tak- 
ing on board stores' and provisions, embarking 
and re-embarking troops, together with that ne- 

V 

cessarily wasted in the pursuit of false intelli- 
gence, or in waiting for sdch as might be deemed 
authentic, includes a period of seventy-eight days 
only. This display of activity was certainly Un- 
paralleled. The necessities of the fleet imperi- 
ously requiring a recruit both of water and pro- 
visions, his lordship’ once more repaired to his 
original place of departure, Tetiian Bay, where 
he'anchored on the zzd.- Having used every possi- ' 
ble expedition to supply those wants which press- 
ed on him most grievously j he again put to sea 
on the 26th, and repassed the Straits, in the 
hope of meeting the long expected fugitives off 
Cape St. Vincent 3 or, failing in that, by pursuing 
a northerly course, falling in with them in some ' 
higher latitude.* H^re ^gain were the expecta- 

*■ The force under his lordship at this time amounted to 
eleven ships of the line, and two frigates ; the Victory, of 
100 guns ; the Canopus, Donnega!, and Tigre, of 80 ; the 
§upcrbe, Spencer^ Spartiate, Bellelsle, Conqueror, Leviathan, 
^nd Swiftsure, of 74. j Amazon and Amphion frigates ; all 
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tions of this inaefetigablc nian still frustrated; 
he. approached the port of Cadiz on the a7th,‘, 
near enough to ascertain they had not as yet 
sought refuge there. He immediately steered for ^ 
Cape St, Vincent j he traversed the Bay of Bis* 
cay 5 jbut the enemy still remained invisible to 
him. As the last source of disappointed hope, 
ho pursued his northerly come to the North-West 
of Ireland ; still they appeared not ; and his lord- 
ship considering it useless to attempt following 
them farther, whde such an uncertamty prevailed 
as to the destination or present station of the enp- 
my, adopted, to the last moment, every measure 
that prudence could suggest to him, as likely tq 
become serviceable to hie country. He detached 
nine ships of his squadron to reinforce Adihiral 
ComwalliSj who commanded off Brest, under die 
idea of its being possible that the enemy, shaping 
their course to the northward, and keeping close 
along shore, might approach Brest, and, aided 
by a diversion made on the part of the Frencl\ 
Sect, wTiich had so long been blockaded in that 
port, attempt, by placing Admiral Cornwallis 
between two fires, to facilitate cither the escape 
of the latter, or, at least, their own junction with 
it, a* a reinforcement. 

thctbip* of the line had beco rooml wjth him to tbfi Wejl lo- 
diei, the Spaxtutc excepted, which Utter be hid bnmgbt 
from thence ai ti rciofoTtetnent to hia eriginil itrtogtb^ 
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His Lotdsliip himself, in the Victory, accom- 
panied by the Superbe, of 74 guns, came into 
Portsmouth, where he arrived on the 1 8th of Au- 
gust ; and notwithstanding the great length of his 
voyage, the sudden change of climates. So de- 
structive to the health of mankind, which his ' 
people had experienced, and the additional cir- 
cumstance of his fleet having visited the identical 
spots in the universe from whence the importation 
of a malignant distemper was most to be ex- 
pected; such was the healthy condition of the 
crews of both ships, that they were immediate- 
ly released, without a demur, on the receipt of 
his lordship’s report respecting the existence of 
this fact. 

Among thfe various requisites necessary to form 
a perfect naval officer, particularly one invested 
with a chief command, no one perhaps can be 
fpund more valuable than that which has been 
just mentioned. History furnishes a variety of in- 
stances, in which the most formidable enterprizes 
have been overthrown, merely by a neglect of 
this so necessary duty j but it was not in the day 
of battle only,' that the talents and abilities of 
his lordship were particularly distinguishable; 
they shone forth unclouded and undiminished in 
every action of his life; but the world was ac- 
quainted only with the more -splendid class of 
his deeds, and the generality of mankind knew ’ 
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not half hit \vorth, or half his value. Nothiag ia 
short escaped him j even those imnuds; of the 
service, which some persons, who have lived to 
acquite .eleyated characters, have aff(;cted, very 
strangely, to treat below their attention, were re- 
garded by him with as active as penetrating a mind 
and eye, as those which arc considered among the 
most serious, and important duties. 

An anecdote is related of him, which places his 
character, in this respect, in so strong a point of 
view, as to render it unnecessary to apologize 
for the digression. When a private captain, his 
ship, which had been detached from the Beef on 
some particular service, rejoined the fleet, ne^- 
ing no inconsiderable refitment and recruit of 
stores, atf well aS provisions, ere it could be again 
pronounced in a fit condition to put to sea. The 
coinroander in chief, after having received the 
report, is said to have taken hit barge, and pro- 
ceeding to the ship in question, hailed her, and 
inquiring for Captain Nelson, told him he should 
expect his ship to be ready by day-light the ensuing 
morning. In the ordinary routine of service, 
many days, at least, would have been necessary 
for the purpose of re-equipment. Captain Nel- 
son was struck with the magnitude of the task 
imposed on him, and answered, without giving 
himself time to recollect, " that it was impossi- 
ble.” His superiar officer, with rather unwar- 
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ranted peevishness, replied, I dont care fof that, 
ril have it done.’^ Captain I'^elson put an end to 
the conversation, by answering with the greatest 
spirit, and still more laconically, then it shall 
be done,” and quitted the stern gallery without 
adding another word.- 

To jeturn, however, to the transactions of his 
lordship’slife, ,On the 20th of August he reached 
London, and had the satisfaction of experiencing 
that kind of reception from all ranks of people, 
which very rarely attends the want of success. 

. Such is the fiailty, the intemperance, or perhaps 
the natural depravity of human nature, that the 
disappointed man, instead of meeting with that 
consolation and comfort which would tend to 
alleviate his misfortune, seldom fails to be treated 
at least with neglect, if not with insult. His lord- 
ship, however, stood as a singular exception to 
this general rule j his recent exertions appeared to 
raise him in the minds even of those who were 
not benefitted by them, to an higher pinna- 
cle of fame and renown than he had before 
reached,- and the general congratulation shewed 
that the public mind not only sympathized with him 
in his disappointment, but that the energies which, 
he had displayed in the hope of acquiring victory, 
entitled him to an equal share of fame with any 
he could have derived from the most perfect - and 
unalloyed success. 

Almost instantaneously on his arrival, and while 
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Ae situation, ai ayell as the intentioh of the enemy/ 
appeared uneertairt, jhe command of an arma- 
menf, intended fo oppose them, in whatever goar- 
fer of the world they should hppear, wSs offe/wi to 
hislorcfsbip : 4 few days dispelled tie mist which 
enveloped the conduct of the enemy, and decided 
the point of his future destination. After the 
encounter off Cape finiifcrre, the rVorsted squad- 
rons of the enemy took shelter in Ferrol, not 
only for the purpose of ptocuring the refitment 
they wanted, hut also of forming a jundtion with 
a considerable reinforcement of ships' sf hich lay 
ready for sea in that port. On the 13 th of Au-i 
gust, the enemy having accomph’sbed their neces- 
aary objects, were discovered by 4 British frigate 
stationed to watch that p 6 rt, in the act df puni'ng 
to sea, and amounting, notwithstanding their dit- 
comfiturej and the numhef of theit ships disabled 
in the_ late encounter, to at leatt twenty-serdi 
ships of the line, with eight attendant frigates, fit 
smaller vessels. No doubt was nOtv entdrfatned 
as to the future scene of probable contest. The 
squadron already ernpioyed on the station wak 
commanded by Vicfi-Admiral Collingwood j hot 
its force was, comparatisely speaking, so exttcroe- 
ly trivial, that the utmost fears wfiuld most proba- 
bly have been entertained for its safety, had not 
Britain rested satisfied that the diligence and gene- 
ral abilitiea of the commander were fully adeqhate 
to supply the place of numbers. Not only the 
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goV-emment itself, but the people, as if with one' 
accord, turned their eyes on Lord Nelson, as the 
person selected, as if by Providence herself, to anni-> 
hilale, for the fourth' time, the- gigantic, efforts of 
a desperate and enraged foe. The public suf- 
frage elected him to the fatal honour, and his 
lordship,- enfeebled as he was by fatigue, had too 
much patriotism to decline complying with its 
wishes.^ 

Reinforcements from Various quarters were ra- 
pidly'jdispatched to join Admiral Collingwood, and 
prevent, if possible, the entrance of the enemy 
into their much desired port; they reached bini 
not, however, in sufficient time to effect that pur- 
pose, and the strongest exertions were unremit- 
tingly made in the ports of Britain to fit out 
different ships, in particular, to refit the Vic- 
tory, which was again destined to bear, unhap- 
pily for the last time, the victorious flag of Lord 
Nelson. Pending this preparation every tribute 

* It is reported of him, we know not with what truth, but 
it is extremeljr probable that it is a fact, that he said to hie 
, friend. Admiral Stirling, just before he went upon the ser- 
vice which has terminated so hononrably for himself, but 
' so lamentably for his country,' * ** My health is so bad, that I 
ought tO' retire, but as my generous countrymen seem to 
think I could do something if I were to meet the enemy, I 
fed it to be a duty to-do v/hat I can ; I shall therefore go, 
and hope I shall be able to meet and conquer them, and J 
shall think my life gloriously sacrificed in such a icaase," 

jC C 
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of applause hu grateful countrymen could -rendet 
to his condu^ was Hberally^offered i nor wis th*t 
tribute confined to the wild efiiisions of -the po-, 
pulac?, but persons of the highest rank bore 
their ' part, also^ in augmenting, if possible, the 
value, as they certainly did the extent, of the* 
-honour. 

j On the a8th of August, a deputation from the^ 
West-India merchants, planters, and other per- 
sons connected with those islands, which his lord- 
ship had so lately preserred from the fangs a 
rapacious enemy, waited on him with an addiw 
of thanks, for the perscv^crance snd vigour which 
he had displayed in the preiection of those valu- 
able possessions. The answer returned by his 
lordship was dignified and appropriate ; perfectly 
consonant to the greatness ofhis cbaiactcr, and the 
patriatisra of his mind.. After tbankipg them,ia 
the most polite and modest terms, for the honour 
they had done him j be ndded, that disappoint- 

ed as he was, by the late escape which the enemy ^ 
had effected from him, he was perfectly ready to 
take uponhim any duty biasovwign might think 
propcf to command, or the interests of his roun- 
try appear lo require.” ifc^condodcd by saying* 

“ I leave to express to you, and the conunit- 
lee of Wcst-India mcrchanU, the great satiifac* 
tion I feel in their approbaoon of ray condiKt. It 
was, I conceived, perfectly clear, that tthe com- 
bined •squadroni were gone to the West Indies, 
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and tlierefpre.it became my, .duty ;to, follow thetn. 

• But : I assure you, from the .state of defence in 
.\yhich our large Islands are placed, with the num- 
. her of regular trpops,; a numerous, .well-disci- 
plined, and zealous rnilitia,- I was confident, not 
any troops which their combined squadrons could 
carry, would make an .impression upon any. of 
our large islands before a very superior force 
would arrive for their relief.” 

Early in _the nionth of September, positive inr 
formation having been received in England, that 
the/combined fleet, with the reinforcement it had 
. experienced, had effected their entrance into. Ca- 
diz on the.2ist of August 5 the exertions of Britain 
were, if possible, redoubled, to augment the forc6 
already stationed off that port 5 the inferiority of 
which was 'such, that it might be' said to have been 
employed rather in Watching the motions of the’ 
enerhys thah ih preventing their putting to sea. 
Early iff the nionth of September the Victdry .was 
completely refitted, and'on the.i 3th dropped down 
to St.' Helens, that she might be . ready to sail. the 
instant his lordship -might arrive; . , The ! confen- 
ences with the admiralty board, as to the future 
.planjof operations, and other necessary arrange- 
ments, occupied the whole of his lordship’s time 
previous to his quitting London on the 14th he ‘ 
reached Portsmouth i and although five ships of 
the line and a frigate, then in that port, were un- 
der orders to join him, yet as they Were not com- 
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•pletely tesdy, he resolved not to lose a momedt's 
•time in waiting for them, but put to sea on the 
following day, accompanied hy the Euryalus fri- 
‘gate only. Wheh off Plymoiith, on ijie t^th, he 
was joined by the Ajax and the Thunderer of 74 
_ guns each, and from thence finally proceeded 
with all expedition towards the dreadful scene 
'of his future gloiy. ’ ' ' 

As the nature of the lemce, on which hit lord- 
ship was employed, was, perhaps, ihorc import- 
ant, considiting all ita circumstances, than any 
that had ever before occurred in the naval history 
pf Britain! so were the powers, and the extent of 
command entrusted to him, greater, perhaps, 
than had ever before been confided to any naval 
commander whatever. Of the prudence and the 
•activity which pervaded his lordship's conduct, 
the proofs bad been innumerable I andthe tnow- 
Jedge of his possessing those valuable quaJifica- 
rions, procured the most unlimited confidence to 
be reposed in him. He was fully empowered 
to use his own discretion on all occasions, snd 
follow the enemy even to the most distant quarter 
df the world, without being, on that account, 
subject, to the slightest blame, or reprehension. 

On his arrival off Cadix, he found his antago- 
nists, though still in port, most actively employed 
fn the refitment of tbfcir ships; which bore every 
ippdatance,ai far as could be collected from obf n 
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vatloDj or intelligence, of being very nearly ready 
for sea3 the idea of a blockade he totally dis- 
approved of; he' was confident, that it was the 
•intention of the enemy to push for the Medi- 
.terra'neari, for the purpose of collecting together 
•in one body all the naval force possessed by 
France and Spain in that quarter, and forming an 
immense armament, in the hope of overpowering 
any opposition that could be made to it by Bri- 
tain. This project, however it might ultimately 
fail, would, if carried into effect, have proved ex- 
tremely injurious he interests of Britain'; and 
the system of blockade would, on account of the 
extensive force necessary to be employed, have 
proved little less ruinous, if required to be ex- 
tended to any great length of time. His loYdship, 
thereforej ' again had recourse to stratagem, in the 
hope of drawing the enemy once more from their 
lurking place of security. A frigate was constant- 
ly stationed off the harbour of Cadiz, for the pur- 
pose of communicating, at a moment’s waming, 
any motion she might perceive among the. ships 
of the enemy : at a more ' remote distance, but 
still within sight of the port, a detachment of 
several ships of the line was placed in con- 
stant readiness to act, against any single ships, 
or small squadrons, that might attempt to pusli 
to sea, in the hope of eluding the vigilance and 
observation, of their naval besiegers. Between 
the detachment just mentioned, and the main 
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body of tlie fleet, with which >hi5 lordship tc- 
mained off Cape St. Mary's, a hue ofirigatea was 
'posted, Euiflciently close , to each other, jo that 
they could communicate by signal ; and. by these 
means, his lordship become lacquainfed, with any 
movementj or change of position ;tnade,by the 
enemy, in a fe w minutesnfter it, had taken plaeej 
^ On the other band, .thS British-flceq^as well 
in regard touts numbbrt, as its movements, was 
completely concealed jfrom the view of their 
antagonists. Lord Nelson.labout the middle of 
Octobet, received advice, that by the unreniitting 
assiduity of the admiralty board, a squadron, con- 
sisting of seven ships of the line, - was on its way 
from England, as an additional teinforctmenti 
pnd would, to a certainty, join him in one, or two 
days. , Under these circomstancesy.'blt hesitated 
not to detach Rcar-admital Louis with a fouth 
part of the force then actually under .hi*, com- 
mand, and executed the meaturd so,publickly 
and openly, that his allied fees became perfect- 
ly well Acquainted with it; hoping, that the defal- 
cation of bis strength might inspire the enemy 
with confidence in their own superiority. The 
event completely answered his expectation : .Vil- 
leneuve put to sea from Cadia on the 19th ;^a 
circumstance that gaye birth to the gteatest event, 
that ever yet graced the annals of Britain. '* 
The most laboured narrative would but de- 
grade its importance ; it rc*ts, }ike the diamond, 
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solely on its native brilliancy, and needs not tlie 
mechanical aid of literary labour to enhance, or 
embellish it. Let then that narrative speak for 
itself. 

” Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar, 

' “ SIR, - October, 22., 1805. 

** The ever to be lamented deatl^ of Vice-Admi- 
ral Lord Viscount Nelson, who, in the late con- 
ilict with the enemy, fell in the hour of victory, 
leaves to me the duty of informing my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the iptli 
instant it was communicated to the Commander 
in Chief from the ships watching the motions of 
the enemy in Cadiz, that the combined fleers had 
put to sea; as they sailed with light winds west- 
erly, his Lordship concluded their destination was 
the Mediterranean, and immediately made all 
sail for the Straits’ entrance, with the British 
squadron, consisting of twenty-seven ships, three 
of them sixty-fours'; where his' Lordshijp was in- 
formed by Captain Blackwood, (vvhose. vigilance- 
in watching and giving notice of the enemy’s 
movements, has been highly meritorious,) that 
they had not yet passed the Straits. 

On Monday the 21st instant, -at day-light, when 
Cape Trafalgar bore E. by S. about seven leagues, 

' the enemy, was discovered six or seven miles to- 
the eastward, the wind about west, and very 
light. 'The Commander in Chief immediately 
made the signal, for the fleet to bear up in two 
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columns, 13 thejr formed in the order of tailing j 
a mode of attack hit lordship had previously 
directed •, to avoid the inconvenience and dehf 

• The ame gnad ettergj of mind, to ttrongljr duccnriblc in 
ererynct of hu lordiMp'i life, ncrer thone forth wich^reuer 
brilT^nqf then in the: Arrugeffientt he tstde, tnd the orden 
Be iittied, prepintory to the grat impending coctett. The 
tenor of thote order*, tDcontxofertJBl/ ttrengthcni the'opmlon 
veluve ilrcndy promolged, iha BU lordthl^ vu the firtt 
mm, whoxe 'ibiUaes toaring fix iBore the cocnaon uuunHt 
of prqodice, rendeml the eytiem 'of nani enconnter in 
sBeolnie toetteex Thn, we benere, wii nerer before it- 
ceoipted bjr uf of che gretteit turil duracteri that Bits 
preceded htm. It remalneil for I,rord Ndion to fbm ut 
indiuolahU neLton betw ee n gtlUnux and abUltj | an enlon, 
trhkh Britain tsif had u the loorte of f cm ir e victaries} tad 
to which the may reiott, on aQ aabaegaent ocqtibaa, to pre* 
•erre her fitMa the cssanlta of any con g reg a ted foe that may 
ncteiDpt to oppreti her. 

t Hkuoaavdum. r 

Vtettry, Cadiz, Oct, lo, ilo;» 

** Thinking it alffiort impocchle to bring t 0eet of forty 
fid of che line into battle, in mriable winda, thick weather, 
end other cirennutaaco which unit occur, without aoch t ku 
of time, that the opportunity would probably be Icut, of 
bringing the enemy to battlci to inch a marriKr as to make tha 
bntiptia deemre, I hare therefore made my rru nd, to keep 
the fleet in that posHcm of sailmg, with the exception of tlie 
£m and second In command, that the order of sailing b to bo 

the order of the battle | placing the Beet la two Knes, of sixteen 
ship* each, with an adyanerd squadron of dght of the fistejt 
sailing two decked sinpi, whihh will always m at e , if wanted, 
a line of twenty-four tall, on whkh erer line the eemmandtr 
jn chief may direct. The second in conuT ia n d wW, afiet my 
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in forming a line of battle in th6 usual manner. 
I'he enemy’s line consisted of thirty-three ships, 

intentions arc made known to him, have the entire direction 
of'his line, to make the attack upon the enemy, and to follow 
up the blow, until they arc captured or destroyed. If the 
enemy’s Hcet arc seen to windward in line of battle, and that, 
the two lines and advanced squadron could icteh them, they 
will probably be so extended, that their van could not succour 
their rcan» -I should therefore, probably, make the second in 
command’s signal to lead through about the twelfth ship from 
their rear, or wherever he could fetch, if;iot able to get so 
far advanced ; my line would lead through about their centre, 
and the advanced squadron two, three, or four ships a-hcad of 
their centre, so, as to ensure getting at their commander in 
chief, whom every effort must be made to capture. The 
whole impression of the British fleet must be to overpower 
from two or three ships a-hcad of their commander in cliief, 
supposed to be tlicir centre, to the rear of their fleet. I wiH 
suppose twenty sail of the line to be untouched, it must be 
some.time before they could perform a manoeuvre to bring 
their force compact to attack any part of the British fleet, or 
succour their own ships, which indeed would be impossible, 
without mixing ^Vith the ships engaged. The enemy’s fleet 
is supposed to consist of forty-six sail of the line, British 
forty j if either is less, only a proportion of the enemy to be 
-cut off; British to be one fourth superior to the enemy cut 
off; something must be left to chance. Nothing is sure 
in a sea-fight beyond' all others ; shots will carry away masts 
and yards of 'friends as well as foes; 'but 1 look with confi- 
. dence to a victory before the van of the enemy could succour 
their rear; and then, that the British fleet would be ready to 
- receive the twenty sail of the line, or to pursue them, should- 
they endeavour to make off. If the van of the enemy tacks, 
.the.captured ships must run to leeward of the British fleet. 
If the enemy wear, the British fleet must place themselves 
between the enemy ah'd the 'captured; and disabled British 
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^(of ^hicTi eighteen were French add fifteen 
Spaniih), commanded in chief by Admiral Vilfe- 


lbp<l toJ ibonia tio meajr clott, I hart no Tear u to tic 
lewlt. The Kcond in commiad wiH, b ill ponlble liingt, 
firtet the moremctit* of hb fine, bjr Jeer^g^ bem ai co®- 
pacl u tbo nittirc of the ‘crrauniauieei wiU iHmit. -Ciptiitu 
are to look to tbdr pamcuUr Unc u tfawr bHyrog^^Inf^ 
hot b cue tigiuU ciDsot be icen, or clorlf' muferttc^, 
so CAFTlfW QAW t«> WlOMO if HE fLACCl Hit jtilf 


AlOKOSIOl TtTAT C-T AH tJtlMT 


' Entjjh 
Dinriotu 


{ 


Advanced Mjaidioir* - 
Weather itne • . 
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'8 

id 

x6 


Eoetuy • j » r . t 

** The Ditmooi of the Bnu*h fleet wiQ he brought Bexrlf 
WTthiti goo-iHot of the eoeffij*! cestre, the ilgoil will mott 
cheo be made for the k« lice to bear up together, o 
tet ill thetr ul!i. eren their ateniog uiU. >n order to get ab 
quickly u potiible to the eneroj’* Ime. and td cot throogh, 
begiBXUOg It the twelfth ihip from- the e^ODy'i rear* Sotoe 
•hipt may sot get thnmgh their expected pUccf but they erill 
ilircyi be «( bird to uxut tbor fiieodi. /f any arc throwj 
in the rear cf the enetry, they wBl cooipJcte the bcsam 'of 
twelre ml of the enciny. Should the ereay wcir together, 
or beat* up and ml luge, ttSl the twelro thlpt» compoeiDg b 
the- &nt poiitton the eiiemf*a rear, are to be the object of 
attack of the lee lioc» aoleu othervlte directed by the co(&* 
mander m chief tihich U tcarcely to be cipccced, ii the 
colire auLTogfuini of the lee lioe, after the btendons of tl c 
commasder b chief are algniflcd, u btended to be left to the 
admiral cotomaoc^og that hue. The remainder of the 
eoemy** fleet, thirty-fire tall of the hue, are to be left to the 
rnanagement of the conmander m chieL who will endraroer 
to tahe care, tliat the moremenu of the Kcond b commai^ 
art aa little btempted u potaible. 

« NiLioa and Beomti.'* 
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^ (of. which eighteen were Freiich and 'fifteen 
Spanish), commanded in chief by Admirsl Vilie'-' 


•Wpt j and ibonld the enemy cIo<e, I hare oo'ftirif tD tie 
reejt. "The second io eomouiad wfll. In *11 postlble ihlngi* 
direct the nioTeoKiiu of hh Biter by keepfeg^ thcot a* cotD* 
|act u the nitme oftthe-eircniracence* will » 9 nut. ^’Captihu 
Ore to look to their yarttcnlir line 14 tbe^ raTTyrngpfnnf j 
hot in cue dgnal* caottot be Ktn, or cle*ri3f”TOildntooi, 
jto capTaIw cab do wAono ir Mi'etACt* Hii'iuir 
AtOKOIlOl TffAT cr A* KMtHT. h"’ *’ 

^rirJjh* 

. DlTltioQi 

Eoemy • ., - 46 ^ . .1 

♦•Tbc DjtUiottj of the Britiih fletnrill btbroo|htnt*il7 
mthln gon>thot of the eoeny't cesm; the will joort 
prehohly then be lude for the lee lux to bnr up to^etheft ta 
eet an cheir rd!s eren their j^tlog a*iU, m order fo get u 
qvicli^7 u pouihle to the eneroy^a rroe, jtnd to cvt throogh, 
begiecing at ihs twelfth atup from the eijeioT'a rear. Some 
ahlpt may o<x get through their expected pUcci but they .will 
ilwcyi be at hard to unit their Ineoda* ifaayarc chroar^t 
in the rear cf the eneiry, they wlH coapJete the bexmett .tif 
twclte nil of the enemy. ShonU the enemy wear together. 
or hear op and aail Bugc, >uU the tvclre >hip«> compoalDg h) 
tie fcrat poaltkm the cikcnjy*a rear, are to be the object of 
atack of the fee ftoc,' oofea otherwue directed hj tie corn* 
maodcT in chief, wh»ch 1$ icarctly to be eapected, •« the 
entire manageneot cf the lee line, after the iorentiom oTfJe 
coaHnandeT in chief are algnlhed, b Intended to be left to tic 
admiral conmao^log that line. The remainder of th* 
eoany'* fleet, ihirty-fire tail of the line, ate to be kfi to the 
managtmcBt of the commander In chleli *ho will endearoof 
to lake care, tlat the moremeou of the Kcontl in commarJ 
art at little intempted ax poxrible. 

** Nitioa and BaoBTi."^* 
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^ (of whicTi eighteen were 'French and'fifticn 
SpanUh), comminded in chief by Admiral Vilfe- 

itripi I *Bd ihonU the enemy cloic, I lare no'feer i* to the 
jeiolt. The tccond in commimj vrlU^ in iD ponDile thing*, 
firtct tbe ffioTctneou of bit Hne# by ktcptog tbesi m conW 
JittCl at tbe ottnre oRthe 'arcunn»nce» will *'C»pt«ini 

JUB to look to thdr pmJcuUr Doc m tbcU ralljTnppolirfi 
bat is cue ilgnali citmot tccrt^ or deAriy.tLodenti^, 
xo CATTim CAB oo w»o«o tr Mt'rtACci Hii'mir 
AVSHOttOt THAT cr AN tXlMT. ' V”": 

' ^nib 
> DiTuioai 

Epemy - . 4« . , 

**Tbe Birhloot of tbc Brituh fieet wiU bebrooibtscsr!/ 
-trthui gcDV-shoc of the eoetsy** ceotn ^ tkt ngnal will mo^ 
|tfobsbI/ thea be toAde for the lec lioe^to btu op together* 

Kt til their ttlW their iteeilog uili* io order to get ^ 
qvictiy u poMible to the enemy'* rinir, snd tp ett throogh, 
bcgiNiuBg u the twelfth iblp from the enetay'* rw. Son>c 
tbjpi may hoc get ihrottgh their expected pltce* bat they .will 
alwcyi be tc herd to ttritc tbor fricDdi. If any arc threrw^ 
in the rcir cf the enemy, they wHl cempJeto the bwiiim .of 
twdre nil of the coeiny. Shoold the enemy ww together* 
CT bear op and call large, *1111 the twelrt ship** cotnpotlsg Is 
the £nt potluoB the enemy'* rear* are to be the object of 
attaclt of the lec Vjae* nnle** otherwiaie diiected by the cOTw 
mandcT in chief, which b »carcely to bo eapccted, i* the 
entire manageiseot of the lee Gne, after the lAtentioii* of il c 
commander in chief arc tignlfied, b intended to be /cfc to tht 
admiral commanding that Hne, Tbo remainder of the 
enemy'* fiect, thirty-fire uU of the line, aro to be left » the 
managerDCtit of the commander in chief, « ho will endraronr 
to take care* tlut the rooremeat* of the •ccood b tocjmaaJ 
art Ai liide intcrrnpted a* poitible* 

« Nilion and BtoaTf.'*'- 


f Advanced njeaditm * • ‘f '• ' 
Weather line. i . i6 
Lce,liac - . jtS 
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Hevive. • ' The Spaniards, under 'the direction’ of 
’Gravina, wore, with their heads to the northward, 
,and formed their line of .battle with- great close- 
ness and correctness';' but as the mode of attaekf' 
was unusual, - so -the structure of their line was 
new ; it formed a crescent, convexing to leeward'; 
so that, in leading down to their centre, I had 
both the 'van arid fear abaft the beam; Before 
the fire opened, every alternate ship w'as about 
a cable’s length to windward- of Ter second a- 
head and a-stern, forming a kind of double line, 
and appeared, when on their- beam, to leave a 
very little- interval between ’then! ; and this with- 
out crowding their ships. Admiral Villenenve 
was in the Bucen'tanre,’ in the centre, and the 
Prince of Asturias, -bore Gravipa’s flag in the 
rear ; but the French and Spanish ships were 
mixed, without any apparent regard to order of 
national squadron. As the mode of our attack 
had been previously determined on, and com- 
municated to the 'flag- officers and captains,- few 
’signal's were necessary, and none were made' ex- 
cept to direct close order as the lines bore down. 
Tlie Commander in Chief in'the "Victory led the 
weather column, and the Royal Sovereign, which 
bore my flag, the lee. - ' ' ‘ 

The action began- at twelve o’clock, by the 
leading ships of the column*? breaking through 
the enemy’s line!, the Commander in Chief about 
the tenth ship from the van, the second in com- 
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^pand^atouttie twelfth from the rear, leaving the 
van bf the enemy unocc^ied ; the succeeding 
chips breating through in all parts a-stem of 
their leaders, and engaging the ^ enemy at the 
muzzlcj of their guns. The confiictwas severe ; 
the enemy’s ships were fought with a gallantry 
highly honourable to their ofiicen: bat the at- 
tack on them was -irresistible ; and it pleated the 
Almighty Diaposcr of all events to grant hit 
Majesty’s arms a complete and glorions victory. 
About three P. M., many of the enemy’s ships 
having struck their colours, their line gave way. 
Admiral Gravina, with ten ship% joining, their 
frigatei to leeward, stood towards Cadiz. >Thc 
fire headmoit ships in their yan tseked, and 
standing to the touthward, to windward of the 
British line, were engaged, and the stemmost of 
them taken ; the others went off, leaving to his 
Majeity’s squadron nineteen ahipi of the line, fof 
which two arc first rate*, die Santissima Trinl- 
jdada, and the Santa Anna), with three flag offi- 
cers 5 viz. Admiral Villcncuvc, the commander in 
chief ; Don Ignatio Maria d’Aliva, Vice- Admi- 
ral i and fhc Spanish Rear-Admiral, Don Balta- 
zar Hidalgo Citneros. 

After such a victory, it may appear unnecessary 
to enter into encomiums on the particular parts 
taken by the several cortmandert ; the conclu- 
sion sap more on the subject than / have lan- 
guage to express ; the spirit which animated nU 
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was the same ; when all exert themselves zea- 
lously in tlicir country’s service, all dcser\'e that 
their high merits should stand recorded 5 and 
never was high meric' more conspicuous than in 
the battle I have described. 

The Achille, a French 74, by some mis- 
management of the Frenchmen, after her sur- 
render, took fire, and blew up : tsvo hundred 
of her men were saved by the tenders. 

A circumstance occurred during the action, 
which so strongly marks the invincible spirit of 
British seamen, when engaging the enemies of 
their country, that I cannot resist the pleasure I 
have in making ic known to their Lordships, 
The Tcmeraire was boarded by accident, or de- 
sign, by a French ship on one side, and a Spaniard 
on the other 5 the contest was vigorous ; but in 
the end, the combined ensigns were torn from 
the poop, and the British hoisted in their places. 

Such a battle could not be fought vvithoul 
sustaining a great loss of men. I have not onl) 
to lament, in common with the British Navy .and 
the British Nation, in the fall of the Commandei 
in Chief, the loss of a hero, whose name will b-s 
immortal, and his memory ever dear to his coun- 
try f but my heart is rent with the most poignant 
grief for the death of a friend, to whom, by man) 
years’ intimacy, and a perfect knov/ledge of the 
virtues of his mind, which inspired ideas superioi 
to the common race of men, I was bound by the 
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strongest 'ties nf affection j a grief to which eren 
the glorious occasion in which he fell, does not 
bring the consolation ythich perhaps it ought : 
his Lordship received a muiket ball in his left 
breast, about the middle of, the action, -and sent 
ap officer- to me ,immedUtely-with his last fire- 
well i and toon afterwards expired*." 

• Eilnct from thcLog Boot ofhu Msjaty’i Shipi 
Victoiy. 

** Toejtfif, October 1805'. 

** Light wn ud cloadj, tundiog toward* tJwtsffin/** ruj 
with all aan tet. At four Quoatta pait twdre o;)eBed oor fire 
00 the eiteuiy*# ran, ia patneg down thttr Ime. At tweotjr 
ainntei pa*c twelrvp k utemptiog to pati through the 
eaecQj'i Uoe, ieli on boinl the tenth and elertuth ahjp»> when 
the letioQ becuae genetaL Ahoot £/t«en muratci tAtx one, 
the Right Hoo. Lord Vtfcoost Nelieop «sd cosaander/ia 
chief, wu woitoded La the ihoolder. At ib. the 
Ecdoflbtahle banog ttrock her coloortp we ceared finsg oar 
mrboard gonip bat condaoed engaging the S^disiina Tii- 
mdada, and eome of the eoemy'a thlps on the larboard ilde* 
Obwriwed the Tcmcraire between the Redoohtable and 
aztother French thip of the hoc, both of which had itneh. 
OhserTcd the Ro^al Soverogni with lot* of her mala and 

Twtwi maiOf and ttrer a l of the esem^’t ih^ itmnd her db' 
nmted* Av 3b. iota, obterred fbor uH of the eoein)f*i ru 
tach, and ftasd along oor ike to windward 1 fired oar lar> 
board gtms at those wnhia reach. At 3I1. 4001. made the 
tigoal for oor ahJpr to keep chetr wind, and esga^ the 
eoemy’i ran comiog along oor weather line. At+h, ijm. 
the Spanhh Rcar-AdminJ to windward ttrock to tome of cer 
ihipt which had tacked after theta. Obaerred one of the 
cjoeittf'i ihlp* blow op» and foorteca lall of the enemj'* dupi 
itaoding toward! Cadiij three uii of the enewf* !luju 
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' :I , have also to iamerit the/los's of those excel- 
lent officers,' Captains Duff -of the . Mars, and-' 
Cooke of thc'.Bellerophon ; I have yet he.ard 6f 
none others, - • ■ ' 

I fear the numbers that have fallen will be 

. • ' > - 

found very great when. the returns come to me; 
but it having blown a gale of wind ever since the, 
action,' I have not yet had it in my power to col- 
lect any reports from the ships. 

■ The Royal Sovereign having lost her masts, 
except the'tottering foremast,’! called the,Eury- 
- alus . to me, while the action continued, wffiich 

standing to the southward; partial firing' continued till 4.h. 
^om. when 'a victory having beeen reported to' the Right 
Hon. Lord Nelson, K.B. commander in chief, he then died 
of his wounds.' ' At 'five the mizen-mast fell about teh feet 
above the...poop ; the lower mast yards, and -bowsprit all 
crippled j rigging and sails verj much cut. The ships around 
U5 very much crippled. . Several of our ships pursuing the 
enemy to leeward, and our Vice-Admiral Colling wood’s flag 
fiyihg-on board his Majesty’s ship Euryalus, and some of our 
ships taking possession of the prizes. Struck top.gallant- 
masts, got up runners and tackles to secure the lower masts i 
employed clearing the wreck of the yards and rigging ; wore 
, ship, and sounded in thirty- two fathom, sandy bottom. Stood 
to the- southward under the remnant of the fore-sail and 
main-top-sail; sounded from nineteen to thirteen fathom; at 
midnight* moderate breezes, and cloudy. At ah. 30111. -wore 
ship, at daylight saw our fleet and prizes, forty sail, in sight ; 
still closing with our fleet ; at six Gape Trafalgar bore S.E; 

' by'E., distant four ot five leagues ; at 6h. 30m. saw three of 
the enemy’s ships standing towards Cadiz. 
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ship lying within hail, made ray signals, a service 
Captain BUckwopd* performed with great atten-’ 

• THi g*lltot officer Is the desceodant of an Irish fumljr, 
being t yoongcr son of the late Sir John BJackweod, B*Jt» 
whose widow was, on the 50th of Jiiij, 1800, created « pw. 
os of that Lingdom, b/ the ritle of Extoqcm Dofferin and 
Cl aneboy, of BsD/leidjr end KflUleeh, hi the county ofDowa, 
with remainder of the barony to her heirs mle. On his £iti 
entrance into the oarai serrke, he had the happiness of pro£u 
ing by the profetrionsJ koowledge of Admiral Macbridc,aod, 
during the war with America, eiperienctd frtt^DOt opportnai* 
ties of reducing to pacoce what he had before stmTcd theorttl* 
cnily, haring been engaged In semalbrilliantactloss. After 
Itaring serred under Ttrioat commaoden, he was sppoiated 
rignal .npdsJupmaa on board the Royal Charbtte, theflag*, 
ship of Lord Hove, at the time of the Spanish aitoamat, tad 
sfis by hlffl promoted to therank oriieotanat. In the tcrioa 
of the ad of Jade, 1794, he was first fientoant of thelnrin*^ 
dble of 74 guns, and on the return of the fleet to Fortsmocth 
was made maicer aad commaoder, and sppojoted to the 
Mcgeri flrC'ihip, ftnm which be was oAerwards adraaced ^ 
to be aedag captain of the JrlHunt, of eSgnns. In this, 
ship be dtsringuiihed himself by his gallant conduct Is ancn> 
counter with two^Frcnch frigates of su perior force, each of 
them mounting 44. guns, which be engaged. with so aoch 
BQCcrts as to compel his enemies to desist fjom their attack* 

As a reward for his cooduct on the preceding occasioa, he 
Vas rtised to the rank of post eaptain in the year 1 795, sed 
commsssiooed to the Penelope, a frigate on service in the 
Mediierranean, in which hecoutinned for some ihae. Bring 
siatiotttd by Lord Nclion off Malta, his leal and asilduhy 
were dhplayed in the highest degree. By his eacrtioeaed 
gallant pertetcrance, le GoUIaame Tell, which hid escaped 
from the battle of Abookir, and taken shelter in Malta, from 
which post she attempted to elude the atlchftl rigrfstce of 
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tion. After the action I shifted my flag to her,, 
that I might more easily communicate’ rhy orders 
to, and collect the ships, and towed the Royal 

. . . ^ -k ' 

the Britisli commanders,' 'was arrested in her course, and noN" 
•withstanding her manifest superiority, was attacked by thd 
Penelope so advantageously, that it.ihaymot be too much to 
say, he was at least thd-primary instrument ofher capwrc: He, 
afterwards served witli equal credit to himself arid benefit tO 
his country under Lord Keith, on the coast of Egypt; Iri.the 
year 1 799, he sailed with a convoy to. the West Indies, and 
in February 1 800, took a Spanish zebec, mounting 1 8 guns, 
off Malaga. In the year 1803 he was appointed’ to the - com- 
mand of the Euryalus, in which frigate he accomjpanied Lord 
Ndlsbn from Portsmouth ao the Tate scene, of .glory off Cape 
Trafalgar. In this action he had his full share of duty, so far 
as his station in a frigate permitted, and he acquitted himself 
with* a gallantry that called forth the higkest approbation of 
his deceased commander in chief, Lord Nelson, and his succes- 
sor, Lord Collingwood. On the' Royal Sovereign ‘being dis* 
mastedjtbe latter hoisted his.flag on board the Euryalus, which 
'took her in tow,- and assisted her to] heave her head rounds 
by which means she gave the Santa Anna, her- opponent, a 
broadside, th'at drove her side almost in. During the heat of 
the action ^ptain' Blackwood’ rowed down -in' his own boat 
between thert->YO concending'fleets in order, to learn the site* 
ation of Lord Nelson; and- is said to have got on hoard the, 

~ Victory through one of the ports, at the' time she was engaged 
with, the Santiwima I'rinidada: nor were his services discon- 
tinued with the. engagement, he being appointed’ to carry oa 
the communication which took place between the British Ad- 
mirali and the Governor of Cadiz, relative to the distribution 
of the prisoners and wounded men. In that employment he 
fully justified the trust confided to him, and gained not only the - 
approbation of his country, -but the esteem of the enemy- 
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Soverei^-out to uawari. The whole flijet were 
pbjy in a perilous ritiratjon ; many dismist- 
ed^ all shattered 5 -in thirteenjfethom water, off 
the shoals of Trafalgar; and when I made the 
signal to prepare to anchor, few nf the ships had 
an anchor to let go, their cables being shot j hot 
Ihe- same good Providence which aided ui 
through ■such a day, preserved us in the night, 
by the wind shifting a few points, and drifting 
ships off the land, except four of the cap- 
tured disnjast«;d ships, which arc now at anchor 
off Trafalgar, and I hope will ride safe until 
those gales are over. ' 

. *! Having thus detailed the proceedings of the 
fleet oiJ this hccasion, I beg to congratulate their 
lordships on a Vit'toiy which, I liope, will hdd a 
hyr to ihe glorjt of his Majesty’s crown, and be 
att^edriwith public beneBtlo our country. .. - 
il ' . I -W / L .c“ lino, 8rc " 

.crrai n i i (Signed,) " "C. ConiiMowoon.* 
e WilliSm Marsden,' Esq.” 

t'The^orderdn ^hiclnriie British Squadron at- 
*" tacked llit Corabined Pleets on the list of 
^ 'Octohri', iSor. 

< -7 C-rv. j « ' l-’‘» 

VAN. , MAA. ^ . 

r Vict(^ - - Rojral Sovereign 

' /Temeraire 

^ Neptune ' Bellcisle 

* Conqueror Tonnant 

' pcllcroplion 
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his Majesty’s -tquaHron now under my command, 
for their conduct on -that day; but where can I 
find language to express my sentiments of the 
valour and skill r^ch were displayed by the 
officers, the seamen, and marines, in the batde 
with the enemy, ^here every individual appeared 
an Hero, on whom the glory of his country de- 
pended 1 the attack' was irresistible, and the 
issue of it adds to thtlpage of naval annals a bril- 
liant instance of what Bntons can do, when their 
king andicountry need then assistance. 

To the Right Honourable Rear-Admiral the 
Earl of Northesk, to the Captains, OffiderSj’ond 
Seamen, and to the Officers, Non-commissioned 
Officers, and Privates of the Royal Marines, I 
b(% to give my sincere'and hedrty thanks (or their 
highly meritorious conduct, both jn the action, 
and in their zehl and activity m bringing the 
captured' Ships ouPfimm the perilous situation In 
which tliey weiV after their surrender, among 
the shOalS of Trafalgar, m bo'isterous weather, 
r -t‘ And I-dfcstre that the respective Captains will 
be pleased to communicate to the Officers, Sea- 
men, -and Royal Mnrinea, this public testimony 
of my high approbation of their conduct, and 
my thanks for it. 

(Signed) " C. Colunowoop. 

P To the Jit. Hon. Rear-Admiral 
. the Earl of Northesk, and the 
■ respective Captains and Com- 
manders." 
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: “general order, . - • ! ■ . 

“ The Almighty God, whose arm is strength, 
having of his great mercy been pleased to' crown 
the exertions of his Majesty’s fleet with success, 
in giving them a complete victory over their ene- 
mies on the 2ist of this month ; and that, all praise 
and thanksgiving, may be offered up, to the Throne 
of Grace for the great benefits to our country 
and to mankind, 

“ I have thought proper that a day shoiild be 
appointed of general humiliation, before. Gbdi 
and thanksgiving for this his. merciful goodness, 
imploring forgiveness of sins, a continuation of his 
divine mercy, and his constant aid to us,- in the 
defence of our country’s liberties and . laws, wifhr 
out which the utmost efforts of man are nought-j 
and dfrect therefore that .. be appointed for 
this holy purpose, . 

“ Given on board the Euryaliis, off Cape Trap 
falgar, Z2d October, 1805, . . ■ I : 

(Signed) G. Colling.WPPP.” 

“ To the respective Captains , , /. . ; : -i 

and Commanders.-’ , ; ,, ; 

. “ N. B, The fleet having been, dispersed in a’ 
gale of wind, no day has yet 'been, able to be apv 
pointed for the aboye 'purpose'.’?. 1 : 

, • ’ “'Euryalus, off.Cadiz,^ 

' .“sir, ’ 'detober 24, 1805. J 

“ In my Ictteriof the a^2d, 1 detailed to you, /oij 
thp information of the I^rds'Comissioners of the 
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Admimlty, the (procttdings of his Majeity’s 
siijuidron in the dny ’of the notion, nha that (itc- 
ceding dt.iidnci! , which 1 havc'hnd n oontlnuod 
Kries’uf.fniifortuhcii.bui (hey ire of a kind ihit 
'human ifiniden(;e''coidd not posiibfy proridn 
apihT^(iidf n‘;j'tkitl'fittJvtnt,'i ' ’ ' m 

'ifOri flioiadt'ihdho inofnlng.'ti'iitWing wuihhl^ 
wind blew, with itjtially denlhcr, which lioutre^did 
'not prevent the nciiviiy of the olfithrs nnd ib.hlitn 
of siiili slilps tU wete hillnJgMlrlc ftom'gHtihijlioM 
tif rhhny: of the pVlithi (thirteen t)f foilribcn), sod 
lowlilg tlicfn off to the westward, where 1 oVtlcr- 
td tliem to rcndejVoMt round the Uojnl SnV^ 
reif;ti/ lti‘to\V by the Neptune : but on (he 43 d 
the' gale Intrfcascd, and the se.Vrnn’so’ Idgb, ihst 
fn'aiiy of them broke the tow rope, nnd drifted 
fat* tO'decVvrttd before' they were got bold' of 
again i and some of them taking advantage of the 
dntli end briistcrous bight, got before the bind, 
and have perhaps drifted upon the shore and 
siifilfl 6'rt the afitrhbdh of that day the remnant 
of tlic combined fleet, ten tail of sliips, who had 
not been much engaged, stood up to loedard of 
my 'shattered'and straggled charge, at If meaning 
to nllnck lhtm,wliioh obliged nib to collect a fore* 
nut of the least ilijured'Ships, iiltd foriii to ItC' 
ward for liiclr defence j all this retarded the pro- 
(^K'ls oftlic iudktj a^td the had weather conliau- 
inj^', deicthdiicil'iuc tn destroy all the lecaiudmo't 
thnt'.ciiuld lie cleared of, tl>e inen, consiurimlj 

It . , 1 , ‘ i 1, . 
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r!;«uLcecon,pared™.Ktke.bance^^^^^^ 

f,lVm« again into tke hands of the enemy/, but even i 

;!: « arduous task in the..hi^^ 

rr^as running. I hope, however, .fhush.e^nnc-, _ 

comulishcd to a considerable extent I entrust 
it to skilful otBcers, who would spare no pams> , 

execute what was possible-. .The, Captains Q ;• ^ 

the Prince and Neptune cleared the Trinidad,. 
and sunk her. Captains Hope, Baynton,'.and. ^ 

Malcolm , who joined the fleet this moment front ’ 

Gibraltar, had. the charge of • destroying 'four 
olbcrs. The Redoubtable sunk a-stem;of the 
Swiftsutc, while ill tow. The- Santa, Atina I 
have no doubt is .sunk, as her .side was almost; 
entirely beat in j and such is jhe shattered con- 
dition of the whole of them, that unless the wea- 
thcr moderates, I doubt whether I shall be able 
to carry a ship of them into port-*.'" I hope their 

• iSotsviUiJ^awding \tie roodcsty andappicheasions of his lord-. 
'I’np, ihc acuvhy and perseverance of -the Briush officers and 
reaaicn enabled them to preserve onp Frenchrand three Spa- 
mdi tldps, of icvcntj.four guns each; the, Rayo, a Spanish 
fint-ratc, one of the squadron, which came a second time out 
o« Cali, under r^ldmiral Gravina, in the hopes of rescuing 
!cmc of \U prizei from th& possession of their captors, was 
on ihatoccesion dismasted, arid fell into the hands of, the ' 

tt:h, hat w.i.nficnvards unhappily lost ; so that ahhough the. 
-truAma, and some other ships, contrived to effect -their, , 
mrtst into C.!di7, notwithstanding their actual surrendir', yet' ' 
Uu of „.c oocm-.. in At bank Wlf, nnd on'At two.fok 


di)}, amovintcd to nineteen shins. 
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lordships wffl approve of what I (haring only in 
coniidcradon the distruction of the enemy’s fi«t) 
have thought a measure of absolute necessity. 

I have taken Admiiy VflJcncuvc into this 
flhipjV^ce-AdmiralDQnAJivHfsdead. VtTicncrcr 
the temper of the ureathcr will pemiic, and I carr 
spare a frigate, (for there were only four in the. 
ecoon with the -fleet, Euryalus, Sirius,- Pbeebe, 
and Naiad j the Melpomene joined the azd^'and 
the Eurydice 6nd Scout the a3d), I shall collect 
the other flag officers, and send them to Eng- 
land with th^ir flags,, (if they do not all go to 
the bottom), to be laid at his Majesty’s feet, 

'* There were four thousand troops embarked, 
under the command of General Conuroio, who 
was taken with Admiral ViHcncuve m the Bo- 
centaure. 

" I am. Sir, 6:c, 

► (Signed) C. Colli>iowood 

Icn 74 gOM* To the« nay bo *dd«!, u ■ copif* 
^’^qococe rtwltinjj froca ibo »me bnflUat wree, li* iijuadroo 
ConditiDg of otto of 8o» and tlirto of 74 gomtaci, oif* 
witb Roar-Admiril O(tcaooir, tyr ibc iqaadroB SIf 
R. Stnehtn. 


• TICI-AVUnut. totp fOlUnOVOOD 
V7u tic rtlidTe of Commodore Tbomaj CoIU/j'roo^» 
who, after iarlBg Krrcd witi tic moit diitiDpiaboi 
patadon on the W«i lodU ftatioo, ondor tic Uu ' 
Admiral Byron, and Sir Goorfo Brydgrt Rodoff* 
wdi Lord RodDcy. war eooF«ned to rttam to 
fof lie TCCOTtry of hU ioWi. bot oniappfly dkd 
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, * - ' ' ' 

Of an event -so recent, so 'great> so uriparal- 
' |eled, a biyriad of anecdotes; ^nd circumstances 

:jyhen on Jiis passage home, on, the ^^4 ;i78o. The 

- noble Lord,. of ^y^hom we are. speak jijg, appears to have been, , 
from his earliest: years, . connected '_npt orjly in-service, bu? • 
in the closest tics of intimacy, and affection, with ‘the late ' 
Lord Viscount Nelsqh.. Numerous, and.indeed innumerable 
are the testimonies rendered by the deceased hero to the 
abilities, the .goodness, the intrinsic worth of the survivor; 
he constantly named hini with .the affection, not jnerely of 
a friend, but of a brother. The intimacy commenced in 
their earliest yoifch ; and continued* unabated, unalloyed, till 
the death of one friend left nothing to the survivor, but. to ' 
mourn unceasingly the loss he had sustained ; aggravated, if 
possible, by his private feelings, bdyond that . which the 
rest of^his country were compelled to feel in sorrow, ^nd in 
silence. After the requisite probation and service in the 
' subordinate capacity of, lieutenant, he was appointed to be 
commander of the Badger sloop of war ; and singular as it 
may. be thought, when compared to, the subsequent events of 
. his life, was the successor of the late Lord yiscount Nelson 
in the command of that vessel. In the following year, 1780, 
be was advanced to the rank of post captain, but met with no 
opportunity of displaying that gallantly, good conduct, an4 
zeal for the service of his country, which has ever been con- 
> spicuoiis, in every action of hi? life, \yhere the smallest op- 
portunity, appeared to present itself, of his displaying either, 
pr. all of them. In the encounter of the first of June, 1794, 
between the British fleet commanded by the. late Earl Howe, 
and that of .France, he served as Captain on boarfl the Bar- 
fleur, which ship had the honour of bearing the flag of Reaf- 
Admiral Bo^yyer. Though no ship in the fleet was more ably, 
or more bravely conducted, yet the noble commander in chief, 
either through inattention, or for some reason which has ne- 
yer yet been public|y explained, omittefl to include Captain 
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.»te rcl»tid> it! which .truth and lictkm, simple 
fafet, and -ova^eralion, are so iiithnatelp ihtdr- 

CotiiocroO^l in tho hmnbCT tif i1m>« officer* to,wIifcra bo re- 
fflrowTbli tKankj, fSr tfitlr CAnddet 6ii that ©ctinotu Al^ 
fiKnJgh it mtf btt tfiniidkrcd by looit p«r»oiu, ». jantiul tmi 
fcm, fo otter k brtith of ccuBre m tbs coodoct -of E«il HovCr 
%re cannot altbjund the t^oaest Iftipnlie df dor owt^ftcUn^Vr 
«rfuch coetpeU catodec£ixe,ilmifsBcH oiourtoQ mu tfaccoa* 
IftjofntC of b^teetj k ccmnwhlc jn tlie WgbdK 

if of irttentkitt, impatdotLaUe. EaH Ho«b U no irbre^ nny hk 
£iUm,i iritf hh faafti pertib t^itbfiira^tvbd tboKnftsfii wliicb 
miy*iiiU ietn>Tfl in pBbllc'rtcoUecdofi, rarrirc loall ewfoitj’- 
It Were nredlm' to enter Loto «ny dnail of t>tf gilUBt and 
It-rotc eoadflct by Cipcoln CoIUo|iro3d in tbe encooeier 
with iheB^kb fl<ito€ St. VtacrntiD the BebtS of February 
ir-whleh Kiae he 'cdtemnded the Facellnb, Loti 
K^Uon rendered the aoit nobte» end at the ntoc up>« the 
fcoK heixH (riiwte of priite* In the priroie siemorxDdain 
h ge t d ed by klio of the chtomtuja* he gude dimng thu rn* 
gigdineBl } <ee page 75, tft «eq. To tdd aay forlhcJ caIo» 
^■m wotiW be ridiCbUiB* and Imyertintnt. On the fourteenth 
of February 1799, he wai promoted to lie rank of Rear* 
Admiral of the white, and noi long aftmranh houttd hU flag 
bn board the Triimph,. being eypoinizd lo commind In tho 
channel deet. st that deie tmdCr the order) of I^ord SrtdpOrt. 
It nay be rtmembered, that dansg the Utter pan of ibe wut 
the fleeb of Fftote nerer met tbote of Eejlaod ea the Au 
linilt, CoiwetjacnUy no oppottonlty wia affwrdcd, diher to 

the flag officer*, Ofoptalm emp'oyeJ in that quartet, of par-. 

tlcnhrly tTirtlngoUhinj tbeauelra. He ccniinncd on board 
Ihe Triamph till the conlh of June tfoo* when be rrtioird 
fo‘0 the Barftnrr, a *«onJ we, obi ntalonl hii forcer r Hue 
Oftofainand till thTCOTicIi.*rcnorttc wari durirj »Ueh H- 
ilad be wu. On ibc £rit cf JioBtry iBcb 
lVtif»Adgiral of the Red. Af^r tLe jccocrterctcrti of 
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•>voVen ■with each other, that it- would require 
-'almost an age of investigation to separate one 
from the other. In, point of fact, to adopt the 
'Crhphatic words used by Mr. (now Lord) .Col- 
• lingwood, on whom the command devolved, we 
knaw,“ that it pleased the Almighty Disposer of all 
Events, to grant his majesty^s arms a complete and 
glorious victory.” Let us now bestow a few riio- 
mehts in observing oh its extent and its conse- 
quences. In respect to the former, it stands 
unequalled. The memorable victory off Cape 
la Hogue, by which the aspiring gigantic power 

of Lewis- the XiVth was hearlv crushed into 

¥ 

obscurity, s'inks,' before the battle of Trafalgar, al- 
most into a petty skirmish. The fleets of Britain 
•and ofHolland rhore than doubled that of their an^ 
tagonists : the number of the ships destroyed can- 
not be raised with any degree of truth, or authen- 
ticity-, beyond seventeen sail; several of which were 
under sixty guns. 'Such is the real state of-thO 
loss sustained by France \ for however it may b'e 

hostilities with France, he was, on the twenty-third of April, 
1804, advanced to be Vice-Admiral of the Blue. In 1805, 
he ‘was invested with the command of the fquadro'n stationed 
off Cadiz. 'Bis noble conduct iii the 'encounter With riie Fi^ehth 
and Spanish fleets oS^Tra^Igar, has^ready been redo ihi^nsfed' 
,by his ddi^ancemeht to a peerage by the title of Baroh Colling* 
wood, and his promotion in the service to Vice-Admiral of the 
- Red’ squadron. France and Spain must long lament the ciFccts 
of his gallantry, and we trust as well as hope, that his coun- 
tr/meh will ever have sufficient gratitude not to 'forget them.' 
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extended m some 'of the mannscript jounuls *; 
which have been preserved to the present diy, it 
appears from the strongest concurrent testimonies; 
those accounU. cannot, in the smallest de^e, be 
depended upon. In the battle of Trafalgar, thd 
fleet of Britain ^d to -contend, -not only with 
ships in the most pertcot state of equipment, on 
the veiy instant of_ their issuing from their own 
ports, but, also pgjinst a superiority of no less 
than sht ships of the h'ne i yet against thc« 
mighty odds, the transcendant abilities of his 
lordship, and the bravery .of those whom he comi 
pianded, acquired a victory, which would pro- 
bably have extended much farther than it realty 
did, had not the elementa themselves risen, as it 
were in opposition to the mighty conqherots. 

It is related, and certainly it a chcumstanco 
highly interesting, that dtc inilant the French 
admiral observed the ntatmerin which the British 
fleet was formed, together with its manner of ad- 
yanciqg,.he hesitated not to exprcuhis appre- 
hensions of the approachmg discomfilure : he 
foresaw that a stroke, which be was unprepared 
for, was meditated againsthrm r and he knew farm- 
self unable to parry its effects. When Vice-ad- 
miral Collingwood, at the head of .the division 
rmder his orders, began the attack, and broke 
ihrough the French line. Lord Nelson, turning 

'• S« BlejiapUa NaTalii, Vol. I, i*'- 
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round with the highest cxultalioii and joy, said. 
Look at that noble fellow ! observe tlic style 
in which he carries his ship into action !*' Such 
an eulogium, and from such a man, surpasses 
in value the most laboured panegyric. , ' 

In respect' to the consequences of the victor}% 
it may perhaps be diflicult to appreciate them to 
their full, or proper value. Had the ruined 
armament effected its passage into the Mediter- 
ranean in safety, it is impossible to calculate the 
extent of the advantage that might liave 'accrued 
to the enemy. The increased distance, of its 
station would not only materially have aug- 
mented the difficulties under which his lordsliip, 
or any other commander who had been emplo3'cd 
in watching its motions, would have lain, but the 
accumulation of force it would have acquired, by 
thejunction of such ships as had long been pre- 
paring and were ready for sea, at Cartbagena, to- 
gether with those belonging to France left behind 
at Toulon, would have required a considerable 
reinforcement of ships, the necessity of wffiich,- 
■ even the gallantry and ability of his lordship 
could not Have obviated. 

But, amidst all these cheering events, the death 
of his lordship intercepted the rays of conquest, 
■'and threw a cloud over the whole transaction, 
which prevented the eyes of his countrymen 
from contemplating otherwise than with sorrow 
and regret, honours and triumphs 'which Lad. 
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beoh pUrdiasedot id ineitimable a price.-Iclrai 
been B remnrk, too obvious indeed wa* it' fori to 
be neglected, that hi? lordship fclVlitc'thc im- 
mortaj Wolfe, in the arm* of victory hertdf. 
There was irideed the closest similarity, not only 
betrveen their fetes, but in their habits and their 
tempers. 'It would be improper to relate the se- 
veral circumstances which arc reported to have 
been connected Vdth it, on account of the diffi- 
culty that miist, a> already observed, attend ascer- 
taining the nathcnticityof them. Those which ap- 
pear best entitled to public notice and attention, 
are given in the Gibraltar Chronicle -of the sd and 
9th of Noverribet lait, and reprinted in thd Naval 
Chroniole/Voll ^IV, pages 45^^ 4S4, \ 

*■ / *■ . 1 . a I 
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li ippcar^, «Ter7’ ^^coont wblcii Hsj bf*o rtcelrtd 
SjtaolsH oScen, wbo l^tre tekSn prodaeTf) 
that AdmI^*VlUcncqTe cerWnlj- nhed from CnJU'iriflt »- 
ildtinulttatlcm -or-fiiinf b»lUo <0 tbb'^gllkh 
ii, boWerer, thfl Jtnmjwt r««»on to cfeeh^Te, -tiat this tDP»- 
larp WM evp^raij both tcK the ilvft Md fautnitylopi^ oj * 
Baonspfcft^, Trboie iatenhonj wervy thit combiaed fleet 
ihpeld proceed from to Ttnjlon, iorming a jMcthm 

With the Cw^bt^onfi iqanUon la their rraj, lh*t he ip^bt, 
bj there tnetiiJ, hute the grfiat part of the Sptnbb nhtj 111 
e Iprcnch port, and ImmodiattJy la hb powttr, In’ cue ao]r 
rerene of foHune might tempt the Spinlih gOTemment 
to ' tth* a-ferot{rablfl opportonlty to thm* *1** 

hp ^ implied ppon It VCjcnooTe fctsnsM hart 
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'^een impelled by motives of persori&l fcscntment^arid -Nvoundi _ 
«d boapnr, 'to act in opposition to the .wishes of-his master. 
He had been deeply stung , by a severe remark, in the 'Moni- 
teur, upon what the conduct of the. French fleet would be, if 
comlnanded by a man of abilities; the ‘ Span iatds > bad .alfed 
openly upbraided him Avith notsupportuigthcm in thcacfion 
off Cape Finisterrc;* Buonaparte,, he. likewise knew., had 
publicly spoken of, him in the most sarcastic manner; and to 
complete his misfortunes, he had received .private intelli- 
gence, that Admiial Rosily was ordered from Paris to snper- 
sede him in the command of the combined fleets at Cadiz. 
.Under such circumstances, he naturally felt, that even a 
defeat could add but little to his disgrace; whilst, on the 
contrary, a victory over a British fleet, commanded by the 
first Hero of the age, would wipe off eveiy supposed stain on 
his .character, and cover him with immortal' honour. Thus 
situated, (he resolved tO' put to sea before Admiral Rosily 
could arrive, in . spite of ■ every remoJlstraflce of Admiral 
Gravina, and ’ other Spanish ofllcers of rank, who vainly 
attempted to dissuade him 'from his design of ghing battle 
toihe British -fleet, which they foresaw, would -be dttend'Slf 
with the. most disastrous consequences. ViUencuve^ howi 
, ever, was immovable ; and the intelligence he had receive 
of Admiral Louis, and six sail of the line, being then absent 
from, the fleet, induced him to believe that Lord Nelson had 
oi^y twenty-one sail of the line along with him, as he wa* 

ignorant of the reinforcement which had arrived from Eng-, 

\ 

land, owing to the great distanceatAvhich.the British fleet 

kept from, Cadi?:. On. this .supposition, Villeneuve’s original 

\ 

dispositiDn of ihis fleet is generally allowed to have beeiiN 
extremely judicious — ^Twenty-one of his ships were to ba 
drawn upJn the usual line of battle, to receive the first attack 
Ofibe British fleet, -whilst twelve of his select shipsy forming 
A, body ofj reserve to, windward, were to bear down, and. to 
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itmiit apott tile BriUjl lliie,iJiCT'flK Kaon InJ eirmmaiiirij 
tad ttui to pUce it between iWo fins, Enirp oflra- (weami 
Bon WK «lio tnVen Uat wm lionght mort lUceij- fa nunro 
luccm. Ten thonand. of (bar chofeot troopfwere dirtri- 
bqted throagboot the fleet t the French ihipt we fimaUha 
•with fnrj iped« of fireJbaDi and comlmjtaJc* to throw on 
botid the Engliib tUpn, fa hope> of befaf able either to bom 
them, or to prodace nreh eoaftuien umlfht great/^ fidJttate 
their deiign of boarding, where eo opportunity offered; and 
icrml of the thipi were repeatedlj i«t on fire, and man/ 
of oar leomen woro dreadfaUy acorched, from thii nnomal 
mode of warfiife. Britiih tkOI and fatiepfditj' were, how- 
crer, qnnpletel/ triomphant orer erer/ obrtade that wia 
oppoted to them : and notwiUutandmg the eneinj in gentv 
riJ, and porticnlarl/ the Spanlardi, fooght with great obtti- 
nac/, it is the opfaioo of tho ableit^o£cen in the fleet, that 
bad there been a litde more wind dnrfag the indoo, to hare 
enabled the rear of oar Heat to bare cotno up io proper Lme^ 
bardljr a ihip of the enem/ woaM hare eictpedw 

The French Admiral, on areing onr fleet bo nmeh 
itronger that Tw expected, alwndoned hli original plan, and 
formed the whole of hw rhlpa into one Une,4rniljr waiting 
the attack of the Dritiih, which -was condacted fa a manner 
fo bold and imexpected, ai to (brow them Into the greatest 
tonfosion. The Royal Sorereign, 'yTce-Adaiiral CoDfag- 
wood, In parfacnlar, whteb first broke through theeaenty^a 
Ifae, exoted the geoeral admiratloo of both fieeti. 

' << The brarery of oor seomai has ncrer been doubted 5 
but the tmeotomoa niccets and marked reperiorlty whicli 
they displaced orer tho eaeay on this glonons day, are 
chiefly to bo attribnted to that coo! intrepidity and disdldfao • 
which prorailed throaghont the fleet in a high degree! arery 
remarkable proof of which b, that wo hare not heard of any 
one accident hirnig happened on board any oS onr shlpsj 
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ftom hurry or carelessness; during the whole Ojf the engage- 
ments . ' ‘ - , , ' ' 

“ We do nd.t recollect any general actioiij where so many 
of our ships ran on , board tliose. of the enemy ^ no less than, 
five of the French, captured ships Were engaged so closely^ 
tfiat thenlttzzles of our lower-dcck guns touched those of the 
enemy] and it Is worthy of xemark, that in every instance 
^yhcre tliis .'occurred; the Frenchmtjn imiped,iately lowered 
their ports and deserted their guns on that decky whilst our. 
seamen, on the contrary, were deliberately loading and firing 
their gun? yVithtwo, aud '.often ■with three round shot, which 
. spon reduced the enemy’s ships tp n perfect wreck. 
i‘ •“ The.dreadful slaughter on-bop.rd 5 and the shattered con- 
dition pf all the captured ships, whilst it shows with'what ob- 
stinacy file enemy in general fought, is a convincing proof of 
tjie decided, superiority our seamen possess over the enemy in 
(;lose action. 

It seeiiis tp..be generally allowed, that the French fired 
with more vivacity at the commencement of ithe action than 
the Spaniards ; but that the Spaniards showwd more firmness 
and courage'to the end than the French. Amongst the Spa- 
, nish ships, tlic Argonauta and Bahama were defended to the 
last extremity^ each of them liaving aboiit 400 men killed or 
wounded. The' San Juan Nupomucena was also fought with 
tlie utmost gallantry] till her Captain and 350 *of her crew 
•were killed or wounded. 

“ The Prince A’ Asturias and Santa Anna both likewise 
showed great .bravery in the action. 

' “ HoWercr disastrous titis victory jaa,y have proved tp the 

Spanish naV}', the national character of that cauntry has 
risen greatly in our estimation even by tbeir defeat. As 
enemies, though vanquished, their gallantry .commands the. 
highest respect ; and the humanity with which every English- 
sailor, that fell into tlicir bands, was treated, exceeds al^^ 

EE , ' 


4Et) 


stEMotas OF 


** All thb Sparllth pmdnefty on the contnrjr, irBo hire 
been broogfit to thli place, to tho nmoant of opwmrdi of three 
ihoottnd, ttTO b^ch tent biik to Spoii, except oneSrounded 
bfBcef, no# "fa (ho Pfaral Ho^tof, who enniettij reqnetted 
to be tllowed-^tf remain voder the cnrfc of th6 £ogUsb mr^ 
geoaf, rtlf hft wounds were coMd * 

Wft iarh"kUo f!b« pleaiore to l«rn, that the SpanUrdi, 
tlnfee their return to Spain, hare nnhremnj e tp re u e J th» 
lirelirrt letu^ oT gratitude for the genemoitj and hananitj 
■they inrariaHjr erpenenced whOit they wore prisoDcrr on 
board of the different Englbli men of war, wheroit teemed to 
bA the itndy of their corniaeror* to mate 'them foVgtt their 
xnbforhiileij 

“ Indeed, our nary will dctcHe thu tribnfo bf appUm* 
frod tfa<dr gnemua , apVroHf of a hohdred bf oar gallant 
teaimrn imre perbhed, dimzig the gale of wind after the 
teHoD, in Iheir generoet effbrb to fare the prbbnen emt of 
the dlderent priact. To recbnl (he nmnerou and sihgnlth 
ezcrtioni that were made oa (hit oceoilon, by all the thlpi of 
the fleet, woald far exceed the Inalti preicribed to nt , wo 
cannot, hdweter, pat* otct in nlencn the heroic condnet of 
Captain Malcolm, and bo thip't company, m the DonnegaT, 
"who, at the imminent baxord of being totally loit, retcotjd 
hondred* of the enemy from i watery gtare. 

“ Two initancci of tho noblo humanity, thown br thb 
>hlp, w# tball mention — Donng the riolence of the gtlC’ 
wTien tho wa* ndiog at anchor nfcar tho Berwick, thai la 
pottetfion of the hmglUh, tome of the French prUonert, on 
board of tho pritc, in a fit of madnen, or de*peratio7if *cot 
the cablet of £h6 Benrtc'L, by which mean* *he hnowdately 

■* It h proper to acknowledge here, that General C«i- 
tonoi, commander in chief of the comp before the gOrrUon, 

ondM Abadia,Spanl»h agent forfheeichangc of prtioner*, 

^ure bnutted no exertion of thdrx to facHitata the gcaertHU 
inlcnbcHu of tho hmglUh admiral 
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droTc towards tlic dangerous shoals of St. Lnenr, <licn to Icc- 
Trnrd, u’hcre tlicrc was hardly a chance of a man being savctl* 
In' this situation, Captain Rlalcolra, witliout hesitation, 
ordered the cables of the Doniicgal to be instantly cut, and 
stood after the Berwick, to which he dispatched his boats 
with orders first to save all the wounded Frenchmen, before 
they brought off any of tlic English, which order was most 
punctually complied with ; the English were next removed, 
but, before the boats could return, the Berwick struck upon 
the shoals, and every soul on board perished, to the number 
of three hundred. 

The wounded Frenchmen, who were thiw saved, were 
supplied with the cots and bedding which had been prepared 
for our owTi sick and wounded ; and, after being treated 
with every kindness and mark of attention, they wero, sent 
'into Cadiz by a -flag of truce, with all the cots and bedding 
in which they had been placed, tliat they might suffer as little 
pain or inconvenience as possible in tlieir removal. 

The other instance we shall notice was as follows:— 
■ On the 26th of October, whilst thc Donnegal was at anchor 
off Cadiz, in a violent gale of wind, with upwards of 600 
prisoners then on deck, an unfortunate Spanish prisoner fell 
overboard. Notmthstanding the sea was tlicn running so 
high that they had not ventured to hoist out a boat for twelve 
hours before, two seamen belonging to the Donnegal immei 
diatel}'’ jumped overboard after him, in hopes of .saving his 
life, to the admiration of the Spaniards, who were lost 
in astonishment at so daring an act. The poor man, how- 
ever, sunk, and was drowned, just as one of the English 
seamen had nearly hold of him ; a boat was immediately 
.lowered, and fortunately the two gallant fellow's were got on 
board safe. 

“ The English officers who have returned from Cadiz, 
state, that the account of Lord Nelson’s death was received 
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there with atreme iomw ud tigref' bj (bt Spmitri,; .id 

• Uul iomo of (hom wera eVoi obrerred to ibed Ibo 

• otbuhra.'. They i.M, .“tt.t thooii b.h.dbrenthb reiaof 
tidr noryj yd. they cotdd not help UmonHng hi’ £.11,, n 
bring tbij'nioctgCTOT)wmifjty,Md Om gmtlttf Cotmaadsr 
ofthie igel” 

Eximcttfrvjo the SuppUmeat ta the Gihrtdtar Ckrontde 
Jar A’oe. 4, 1S05, 

WehaTeendetToared, rioca tile arriral of tha Victory, tie 
ilifp on board of wUeb Lord Nefion't flag im flyhtg daring 
' tho whole of' the late actioa, to obtain erery Information hi 
oar power oo the nbject. It was his lordship’s iatentlon 
to bare brolcen throogh the enemy’s line, between the tentK 
and eloreolh of - the eoesqy’s ships in the ran ; at the same 
time that Admiral CoUlngwood penetrated tbelrline abost 
the twelfth ship fram the rear s bat flndlag the enemy’s One 
is that part so dose, that there was not room to pan,* he 
ordered the Victory to be rtm on board of the ship that op« 
pOfcd him ; and the Temeralre, by wbhh the Vktory wu 
seconded, also ran on board of the next iMp in the enemy'i 
line, so that these four ships wero for a consHerable time en- , 
gaged together In one mass-sa It were, and. so dote, that,, 
the flash of almost erery gan fired from the, Victory set fire 
to the ELedoohtahle, to which ship she wu at that time op* 
posed : whilst o.nr seaxno, with the grealcst cool ne ss, ^nre 
at interrals employed, In the mJdft of the hotleit.hrc, in 
throwing buckets of water to axtlaguisi the flames on hiard 
of the ^em^’s ship, lest, by their spreading,' they ^ht 
inrolTo both ship* deftracdon. . Wo qaesUon If ancient 
or modeni history can produce a more striking tostanco 
of cool ahd deliberate ralour; and It certainly ..reflects tho 
highest bonoar nppn the djidpllno lujd Intrepjdl^ of that 
fWp’i crcT-- ■ ’ 
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Lord Nelson, on receiving his -wound, -was immediately 
sensible it was mortal; and said with a, smile to Captain 
Hardy, with whom he had been talking at that moment, 

‘‘ i/ze^ haze done for me at last.” He was soon obliged to 
be carried off the deck ; and as they were conducting him be- 
low, he remarked the tiller-rope being too slack, which he 
desired them to .acquaint Captain Hardy with, and have it 
tightened. His anxiety for the event of the day was such, 
as totally to surmount the pains of death, and cycry other 
consideration; he repeatedly sent to inquire how the battle 
went, and expressed the most lively satisfaction to find it 'fa- 
vourablc. Whilst bearing down on the cnemy^s line, he had 
repeatedly said, that it was the happiest dazf of his lij'e, 
and that from the plan of attack he had laid^dow'n, he ex- 
pected that he should have possession of tvoentp of their 
Ships before night.” His lower extremities soon became 

> I 

cold and insensible, and the effusion of blood from his lungs 
often threatened suffocation: but still his eyes seemed to 
brighten, and his spirits to revive, at hearing the cheers 
given by the crew the Victory, as the different ships of 
the enemy surrendered. About four o’clock he became ex- 
ceedingly anxious to see' his friend Captain Hardy ; and he 

* ^ * » * 

sent for him several times, before that gallant Officer thought 
it prudent to quit the deck at so interesting a moment. About 
five o’clock, however, when he saw that tlie victory whs 
completely decided, and the battle nearly ended,' he w^ 
enabled to attend to the last wishes of the dying hero, who 
cdgerly inquired how' many ship^ were captured ? On being 
told by Captain Hardy, that he was certain of twelve ha^ ing 
struck, which he could see, but that probably more had 
surrendered, his Hordship said, “ What, only twelve! there 
should at least have been fifteen, or sixteen, by my calcula- 
tion: however, (after a short pause, he addel), twelve are 
pretty well 1” He now said, “that he fdt death fast ap.. 


preaching, and tliat ho-had bot a foir mJaotc/ id tirfej i/e 
coaid hare iriihcd to lurrVo a little longer, to We twn 
/he flwrf in ^cl/ , bnt, u ibit wm irapcuribli^* iie tfcaaked 
6od that ho hid ontJiTod the action, and hid been enabled 
to do da^ lo hfi cottnbj-" Ahont thti tfmo ho wii 
romrf bj" another cheer frob the crew of the Vlctorj*, it 
ihejr teeing tome mon of iho en£nij''f (hip* (Mho iboir 
ioloun , it which be eiprcned tho hiphett latli/iciloQ on 
learning llie came, and ihort)/^ after expired witboot a proan 
The i^rcnchmin h/ whoie hood thb matdilesi hero fell, was 
roon iflonrardi ihot by Mr Poilard, hUdsbipoian of the 
Victor/, and vat 'icen to falloat of tho niiien4op. 

It wu bis iordkbip’t Intendon to hare engaged the Be. 
cen^nre, the French commander in chlefi ahlp, at hnt, If 
iie could hare dirtinguiibed bert bnt lingaitT &i it may ap- 
pear, no penon on board coold dltcorer the French ad- 
jnlrai’i flag (o be flying dartng the whole ef the day } tboogb 
the Vietory was for a couilderable tus* vllhlo pUtolohot 
of her, and bandied her to screrely, at to render ber inea. 
pohle of talUng any share in ibejcngagenent afterwardt. * 

Three of (be French ships (n the ran, who bad no pfrt 
1 a the action, and one of vUch carried a Rcsrmdmind’t 
I flagj hid the inhumanity, and cowardice, as they were 
maVlng their cscspe, to fire for a ctmilderablo thne npon 
the Santmlma Trinklada, and seienU others ol' the crippled 
Spaobh priacij after they had sunTodered to ns, •rfhkh, from 
their sffaaffon, w ere incopofiib mifier of oppotftfpir or 
and an nomber of the Spaobh were kflied-tnd 

•woanded, from thb onprecedeated and bloody deed of their 

^ood and eUiei. 'VVe solemnljr pledge oar credit for ^ 

(bo troth of thb oitmordioaiy fiict, to which emy oflcer 
on board of oar Ttetorioos sqaodron now In the bay on bear 

witnets. Indeed such wiu the iadlgmUion felt and eiprested 

by the Spanurdi, at tie condnet of the French, that when, 
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two days after tlic action, -seven of titc enemy’s sldp^ came 
out of Cadiz, in hopes of retaking some, of the disahled 
prizes, tim Spanish c'rtw of (he Argonauta, in a body olfet cd 
their services to tlie British oflicer wlio liad charge of (lit; 
prize, to man the guns against any of the 1' rencii ships 5 and 
they were actually stationed at tlie loucr-deck guns for that 
purpose, whilst the Knglish seamen mantled (hose of tiu' tip- 
per deck. The. English ofiiecr on hoard rot timed nil (lie 
Spanish oflicers their amts, and placed (he most implieit con- 
fidence in the honour hf the Spaniards ; which lie had no rea- 
son to repent: for though their numbers were so supeiior, 
as ca.sily to have enabled them to retake the ship, yet (hey 
on every occasion showed the utmost submission ai;d good 
conduct, and declared, tliat if a Spanish ship came alongM'de 
" of them, they would quietly go below and leave tlm Eng]i>h' 
to act for themselves.— Ilis ]Majcst)’s ship -Prince, of OS 
gtins, Captain Grindall, is come ni here, Imving on hoard 
Rear-Admiral Don Baltasar Hidalgo do Cisneros, M-ith tlie 
. Captain add 500 men belonging to the Santissima Triuidada. 
Also the ilcTcngc, of 74 guns, Captain jMooraon; Aga- 
tnemnon, 64, Captain Sir E. Berry ; Tliiinderor, 74, Eieii- 
tenant Stockam; Bellcrophon, 74, Liciilciianl Cumbv ; 
-Colossus, 74,' Captain IVlorrice j and Victory, 100, Cujif.iin 
Hardy, on board of whicli is the body of Lord Nelson. Also 
just ardved his Majesty's ships Coiujiierof, 74, 'JVmerairt\ 

’ 98, Royfd Sovcrmgii, 100, Defence, 74, Orion, 74, and 
Phoebe frigate, with two of the prizes, the French Swiftsiire, 
74, and Ildefonso, 74. 

Though it is highly honourable to the bravery of tin- 
Spanish natipn, we most sincerely regret to fmtl, that tlielo.ss 
both in ships and men on this occasion has chiefly fallen upon 
them; they were unwillingly dragged into the contest by 
their good and failhful allies t],e French ; who were, 
u'suai, the first to fiy-, and desert tlicm iit the middle of t'-‘ 
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•clion; It ipporijjg from uroij icroimt Hit fonr of fto 
Froncli ihijx iTcre icm numloj oiroj-, »boal two, ionn 
nd u half afler the Zicttle bid begin,'* 

In respect to what^immedfately preceded the 
horrid event, which the. trembling^pcn^of his- 
tory almost feels iucif unequal to the melancholy 
task of recording, it appears, that immediately 
pTfvious to the dreadful shot being fired, which 
deprived his country of its brightest ornhmentj his 
lordship was standing on the quarter deck of the 
. Victory, moving, as was his'eustom, whenever he 
wat much pleased, the shoulder, or rather sleeve of 
his right arm, up and down with the greatest ra- 
pidity, but having unfortunately remaioed too 
long in the same posture and ritoation, he afibrded 
sufficient time to a raarkaman on the pooprof 
the Bucentaure, which then lay on the Victo- 
jy*8 quarter, to take a deliberate, add unhappily 
too correct an aim at him. Captain 'Hardy, 
who was standing near his lordship, observe 
him in^the very act, and had hardjy time to 
exclaim, “ Change your position, royl^rd 1 J seen 
rascal taking aim at you,” the fatal shot unhappily 
took place st die same imtsiit, ^ 

I ’ 

I' COME to JJtTEY C^AR, MOT TO P1118E DIM, 

For he possessed all the nobleneti conspicuous 
in Ctesar’s character, those' JineailieDts only wh ch 
destroyed the perfection of its symmetry, beirg 
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wanting. It might be truly said of him, this was 
A MAN. • He sought not to raise himself on the. 
stilts, of popularity, by assuming a temporary 
patriotism, foreign to the feelings of his heart ; 
or pretending to qualifications, which, when in 
reality possessed, serve only to degrade the mind, 
in other respects great, and noble. That he was 
ambitious, no person acquainted with his cha- 
racter will venture to deny ; but his ambition 
was of the mildest quality, and. nourished only 
by the reflection, of its becoming serviceable to 
his country. Venerated with a degree of en- 
thusiasm, nearly equal to idolatry, he disdained 
to render that advantage, so much envied by 
many, but which, he had so honestly acquired, 
subservient to the cause of faction, or the clamour 
of party. His ambition, let the term be repeated, 
would have induced him to undertake the most 
dangerous, and desperate service, if he thought 
his abilities could be useful. Had he considered 
the. interests of his country demanded it, he 
would, even, at the latest moment of his life, have 
acted with pleasure. in. the most subordinate capa- 
city, or exulted in taking.upon. himself the danger, 
and the responsibility, of commanding half the 
naval -force of the universe. . , , ' 

I ' * , 

As a naval officer, in whatever rank, or com- 
mand he .appeared, he, was greeted by the 
acclamations, and followed by the reiterated ap- 
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pliasesi.of. those he was sent • to 'protect. The 
• shores of the Mediterranean bailed Kiin as their 
fricfldf and the most valoableicolonies, of Britain, 
85 their deliverer. Benevolent,! humane, and 
‘gentle, even in the hour of conquest, the terrors 
of his arms ceased on the same moment with 
rcsisUncc; the foe became instantlj conrerted 
into tbe guardian, and instead of being followed 
by the curses, he was blessed in the ^ prayers of 
the vanquished. ' 

It could scarcely be denominated his good 
•fortirae, that although a conquerot, he uniformly 
escaped the charge of having encouraged ex- 
tortion, or connived at plunder, and therein 
alienated the affections of the newly-acquired 
subjects of tbe British government* Such ideas 
•were foreign to his soul ; and his captiv-cs, freed 
from 'their imaginary chains, constantly beheld 
their victor converted into their parcnt,-and friend. 
Of the commerce, and true interests of hb 
-country, he formed the most correct ideas ;^he 
was aware, tbat independent of all speculative 
opinions, and abstracted from the wild, the ro- 
mantic effusions of a distempered, and ^Icnetic 
party, the commerce of JBritain had become so 
intimately connected with its welfare, that the 
intcmiption of one, must ■inevitably cause-the 
destruction of the other. Impressed ^ih thi» 
•truth, his exertions were so ’actively, and unre- 
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mittingl}' made, that he may be said, at the same 
time, to have increased the commercial wealth, 
while he advanced the naval glory of his country. 

But come — no time’s for laracnutlon now; 

— ' ' Samson hath quit hinuclf. 

Like Samson, ami, heroically, hatlt JinisliM 
A life heroic ; to his enemies 
Hath left years of mourning 
And lamentation : to Israel 
Honour hath left, and freedom : 

To himself, and fatlicr’s house, eternal fame. 

Samsos’s Aoovjsnts. 


FINIS. 


JOYCE COLE, rp.rxrF.R, i. 
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Of all evidence whatever, there is none pcrhapi more 
JnterciHDg, or fatitfafiory, than that which is collcaed 
from letters, written irfameduucly fubfetjuent to the event 
they record } they hecotne particnlsrly fo, when pro- 
ceeding from the pen of a mmn, who never fuppofed, or 
expelled they would meet the public eye; fuch is the 
harry and carelenhd&, which the generality of the \vorld 
accuftom tbemfclvci to, in cpillolory correfpondcnce, that 
there are pcrhapi but few infUnces/ where the publication 
of fneh docnmcnti, would reflet. material honour on the 
writer. This, however, is by no means the cafe, in rrfpeft 
to Lord Vlfccunt Nelfon ; fo general, aid fo uuaffeflcd 
a fprrit of piety, benevolence, philanthropy, perfercr- 
ance, loyalty to bis forereign, and love for the true in- 
tereiU of his cotratry, pervades every line, that to with- 
hold them from Ihe loi^icflion of the world, would be 
an a& not of ingratitude, hot of injuflice. 

Let mankind read the letters, and judge for themfcives: 
whether, in the detail of the virtues attributed to the 
noble writer, the fmallcil trace is djfcernible, cither of 
flattery, or cxaggerailotu 

2^. B. Thcfe letters, without exception, were adcfreilW 
by Lord Nelfon, toWiUiim Locker, Efq. Utc Licotenant- 
gov em or of Greenvrtch Holpital. 


S. Primer, Little Gaern Stit«- 
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No. I. 

Page 27# — On ihc fcUcivnig day he received n ccmmijfion <is 
fecoud lieutenant cf the Lciucjlojfc* 

JjAveficJJ'cy at Sea, 

MY MOST WOnTHV FRIKNP, jdl'g. 12, I777. . 

I AM exceedingly obliged to you for the good 
opinion you entertain of me, and will do my ulmofl lhat 
you may have no occafion to change it. I hope God 
Almighty will be pleafcd to fparc your life, for your 
own fake, and that of your family ; but fiould any 
thing happen 'to you (which I finccrcly pray to God may 
not), you may be affured lhat nothing fltall be wanting 
on my part, for tlic taking care of your cffeiSts, and de- 
livering fafe to Mrs. Locker fuch of them, as may be 
thought proper not to be difpofed of. You mentioned 
the word “ confolation” in your letter — I fiall have .t 
ver)" great one, when I think I have ferved faithfully the 
bed of friends, and the mod amiable of vvomcn. 

All the'fervlccs 1 can render to your family, you may 
dje affured fhall be done, and diall never end but with 
my life ; and may God Almighty of his great goodnefs 
keep, blefs, and preferv'c you and your family, is the 
mod fervent prayer of your faithful ferv.ant, 

Horatio Nelson 

P. S. Though this letter is not couched in the bed 
' manner, be affured it comes from one entirely devoted to 
your fervice. H. N. 

[It is needlefs to add, that this letter was written J.-, eenre- 
.. quence of Captain Locker’s extreme ill health, a drcur;.f;ancc 

' ' ' A % 
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tt JfflgUi cwoptUed him to Icarc the Jtnulci fiiUan,^ nd 
rthmi to Eojfaad for bit rccorery two yean iftenrirdi : fore- 

going letter 'fpeak* for hfidfi" It oeedl ocithrr comiacnt. ' nor 
pr^.J ' 

No. n. 

35.— Hr ufoj tflh-umrds prmtted to th< Badjer 
. oj awr. 

DCAE SIR, Itiaj \‘^y 

I AM very forry f imdc you fo pneary ab<Jut 
\ht men that were prelTcd from the Amify HaU ; bnt I 
■will rtlale the ftory in partiaiUr for Mr. Taylor't fa- 
fiifaftion, whom I fhould bo rcry fony to dlfoblige, not 
only b«aufe he ha# bcca fq cjtceediogly dril to me, hut 
alfo upon your account. 

When I firll faw the £bipi in Port Antoruo, I took 
them for pari of ‘the Cork flrti, and feni the boat for 
>mch, with orders not to prcls from hocnewird-bound 
fliips ; they, went on boarrl two, and did not meddle with 
their people ; but as there were ibirty-fivc men on 
board the Amity Hall, they s»cre tempted to brlo^ away 
five 'y I was not pleated when they came on board, and I 
returned into port on purpofo to releafe theni> for I en- 
tertained tjof a thought of detaining any one of them * 
the mailer came on board, and aQcd in a mcrft Imperti- 
nent irumner. In very ftbuCtre language he told me be 
ihotild take the law, &C:. I cannot fay but I war raiiier 
yvartn at being talked to jn fuch a manner ; howarer, I 
immediately returned two men and a neutral, but told 
him I fliould keep the other two, on actctmfof hU Itn- 
pertinent bcbavioqr, (Thta la the whole of the matter.) 
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, If you tell the (lory, I beg you will.mcntioii, that the 
mafter forgot to adveriifc he had on board two deferters 
from the Badger-^- 

The mafter is juft coming on boards fo I muft flop a 
little. He is juft gone, and I never was more furprifed 
than at his denying the advertifement, and faying that ' 
fcveral circumftances were not fucli as he had written 
about, either in regard to the number, or, that it pre- 
vented his proceeding with the convoy ; he fays he wrote 
to a- gentleman in Kingfton his account of the affair, 
and begged he would get his men releafed, or take fuch 
methods as might preferve him from blame, if he did' 
not fail ; he tells me he never defired the bufinefs to be 
advertifed, he has begged my pardon for his behaviour 
on that day, and • we are parted very good friends 
(though I believe all he told me is falfe) ; however, it will 
. convince people what fort of man he is. I have now com- 
pleted our water, and ffiall fail in the morning. 1 intend 
going off the eaftern end, to fee if the report of the four- 
teen-gun brig be true. 

Since I wrote laft'I have loft a very fine brig, which 
we chafed twenty leagues to leeward of the ifland, and loft 
I am fure, for want of a might-glafs. I intend to come 
' in again on Tuefday to fave pbft if poffible, but for fear 
I Ihould not, 1 leave this here. 1- fee you are quite deter- 
mined about going home, and in all probability nftay 
fail . before you can hear from me again ; but I fhall 
always write to you in England. I hope you will, have 
a good voyage, and find Mrs. Locker, together with all 
your family, in good health: I hope you will foon re^ 
cover when you get home. The friendfhip you have 
fttewn me I fhall never forget ; and though I lofe my 
beft friend by your going, T' would not have you ftay a 
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■Jay lorigCT in this comitiy. I im rtryfony ioderf 
Captain Dant i, ilf) I beg you will gire him my bell 
wiDic* for bn fpeedy recovery. May health and bappioc& 
attend you u tho fincerc wi/h of your 

Much obhged ojid filthfol firmnf, 

Horatio Necson. 

I am afraid the admiral baa got the irrong end of the 
flory ab^t the mcnj if you ihiok proper, mcotlan it : I 
bej you mil return Mr. Taylor my {jneetr thanks, for 
the kind part ho ha* taken In this affiur. 


No. HI. ' 

fage 3J.— .Ptf frtjmd $f mnd frtjtrvtd from dtJhHttion 
Cafteun LUjJt <atj oil ih* errw of tht Gla/gfW, a twenty^ 
gun Jbrft commoJuitA hj tbol lentlmon, tchUb hod ten’ 
ftrionoitlj (ohn jirt, 

DEAR SIR, Badgtr^offSt. Jirn'ty Janfjt t779* 

I 8DPP08E before this you have heard of ’thd 
fate of the poor OUigotr ; indeed it tras a ino/l /hocking 
Cght ; and had it happened half an hour later, in all 
probability & great many people vronid have been loft : 
fho anchored at half pall three, and at Cr flic wa* In 
flames, owing to the fleward attempting to ftcal rum out 
of the after-hold. Captain Lloyd u very melaocholy 
indeed on the occaflon, and I Cnccroly wlfii I was at 
Port Royal for his lake, and that of the fhipV company, 
for the men are falUng’fick very /aft, owing to the bin- 
ftant rains wo have experienced Cnee we left Monte|o 
Bay ; for we have no place on board the Badger to /belter 
fuch-a number of men. I fuppofe I have letters at Port 
Antonio from you, but I have not been there thc/c three 
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pods ; and am much afraid |’fliall be obliged to go rouhdi 
the weft end, and attempt the fouth fide,- the current 
having fel us. nine leagues to leeward thefe laft tw/^nty- 
four hours, although we have had favourable winds: for 
I' have heard of no packets arriving, and hope. to fee you 
at Port Royal. 

I beg you will remember me very kindly .to Mr.Rofs, 
,and Captain . Deane,, .who I hope is recovered. May 
health and happihefs attend you, is the real finccrc wifli 
of 

Your moft humble fervant, 

Horatio Nelsoit. 

.The lieutenant of the Glafgow v/ill lake care of this ; 
he is a very good young man I believe, and has not faved 
a rag but what was on his back. 


No. IV. 

"Page 36 . — An attach upon the tjland of Jamaica heiug then 
daily apprehended ^ &c, - 

DEAR SIR, Vort Royaly AugiiJi 12, 1 779. 

Jamaica is turned upfide down.finCe you lefl 
it ; the Count d’Eftaing is at the, Cape with twenty fail of 
the line, and a flag-fliip, with eight or nine more at 
Port au Prince ; the latter fleet fell in with .the, Charon 
and Pomona in the night, but they got off hy good 
Tailing. , They fay there are 20, 000. men .at. the Cape 
ready to embark, arid 5000 at Port au Prince. He 
arrived at the Cape, laft Saturday fortnight with 125 
fail, men of war and tranfports. .He pafled Captain 
LamberPs fquadron, which arrived here yefterday, in a 
very thick day j fo that all our fliips are in port, except 

^4 
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the Hitichlnbrole, Hound, wid Porcqpine, wtlch xn 
btTc reafon to believe are taken j u rcporti arc very 
ftrong from the Bahama iflands, Now 1 have toU you 
what we cxpefl, 1 will tell you the mctfurea tal^ to 
(iefeod the iHandt 5^^ men jue encamped betwe en the 
ferry and Kingfioa, 1000 In tort Aognfta, 300 at tbo 
ApofUea* Battery, and we expefi to have 509 jn Fort 
Charier, ‘where I am to command. The XJod, SaJIibary, 
Charon, and Janus, are moored in a line from the Point 
to the outer fhoal, the Baby and Brlftol m the nan o wa 
going to Kingdoa, to rake any Ihips that may attack Fort 
Angufta \ the Pomona and Speke Xndlaman above Rock 
Tort, and the Loweftoffe at the end of the dock-wall. 
Expreffia go jo-morrpw morning to all quajlCTi. ThcRc- 
fource tivd Penelope are to crullb off the (aift end : four fif?- 
ihips are down here, two of them commillioDed. 1 bare 
fairly dated oar fitoation, and leave you in England to 
jnJge what dand we £haU make., J thick joa mod not 
bo furprilpd ip bear of my learning to fpeak French* I 
hope you have had a good paOage, ai^d arc now in peace 
Tyl plenty with your family. Rofr has behaved in a 
very poblic-fpiriied manner, baa fent the Gayion and 
hiJ veflcla to the adonral, to be employed aa he may 
think proper, and has even fent a conOderable part bf 
hi* n^roca to the different batterrea ; aa the packet fallf 
to-morrow, and that circuroftacce haa been kept a focret, 

1 hmvp not timp to fay any moiej I knpw we fliall have 
your wilhc* for fucceli. May health, peace, dnd happl- 
jicft, alwayt furround your good fiumly» to whom I beg 
bp kindly rememhefed^ U the conflint wilh of, 

ppRATp NitaoHi 
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No. V. 

y 

page 40 . — On his arrival in England, he happily veedved 
fo much hetujit, &c. 

DEAR SIR| Bath, Fck 15, T781. 

' It is'really lo long fmcc I -wrote to you, that 
I am almoft afliamed to write at all ; but I know your 
goodnefs will forgive me, although I hardly dcfo'rvc it. 
My health, thank God, is very nc.ir pcrfc6lly rcflorcd, 
and I have the complete ufe of all my limb?, except 
my left arm, which I can hardly tell the ailment 
of; from the Ihoulder to my fingers’ ends it feels as if 
half dead ; but the turgeon and doftors give me hopes it 
will all go off, I moll fin'ccrcly wifli to be employed, 
and hope it tyill not be long, I have thought fevcral 
times you were appointed to a fliip, clfe you would 
have written, if only to Ijcold me for my neglcfl : if I 
am not employed, I intend coming to town the begin., 
ning of March. I hope when I come to town to fee a 
fine trio in your room. If Mr. Rigaud has fmifhed the 
pi£lure fend word in the next letter you write to me, and' 
I will fend you an order upon Mr. Paynter. When you 
get: the pidlures I mull be in the middle, for God 
knows, -vt'ithout good ■fupporters*, I fhall fall to the 
ground. 

Yours, &c. 

Horatio Nelson. 

* The portrait alluded to ivas placed by Captain Locker, to 
whom it was prefented, between thofe of the prefent Admiral 
peorge Montague and Sir Charles Pole. 
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’ No. VI. 

^ . •• Page 4.3 . — After a leng Mjtd failpiiffgy &c. 

Mr DEAtt am, Tkrsuath Jieads, D(c.22, 

1 WOULD have wriuen a Hoe before thi*, bat I 
exposed every moment vroold have brought a wind, that 
vroold have feet me to the Down*, whither I am bound 
with a large convoy 'of norc-lhipa for Portfmemth and 
Plymouth. I aflure you I have almoft been froze on the 
plhtr fide of the water, here we find 'it quite funimct{ 
w have not met with any focceft, indeed there ii nothing 
yon can meeti but what Is In force ; the Dutch have not 
a Cngle merchantman at fca; one priratder was in our 
fietV, but it was not pofllble to lay hold of him ; I chafed 
him an boar, and came fa/T op with him, but was obliged 
to return to the 6eet. 1 find fincelt was the noted F0JI, 
the Pirate. Mttcbride failed frOmiience yeflerdoy with his 
two Chitch prizes j they arc privateers fehooner rigged, 
but very different from what you would foppofe by hii 
letter; whoever getsthem as fine Hoops of 'war, will bo 
very much difappointed when th^ fee them. Diclcfon in 
tfie Sampfon was our commander. What fools the Dutch 
muft have been not to have taken ci into tbc TexeJ ) the 
convoy confided of-a6oftil; they behaved at all convoys 
that ever I faw did } fiiamcfully parting company every 
day: no fail are now in the El6ads. I hope to bear you 
have a fbip, at Icail that your health will permit you to take 
pne. 

The Albemarle, although you abufed her at Woolwich, 
bai fome good fiuhng in her ; the Argo, a new forty-four, 
we CT” iparo a great deal of fail^ and I think wc go full 
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ss well as the Entcrprlfc. If you write a line to. the 
Downs, I fliall get it there, ‘&c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


No. VII. — Extract. 

Page 43. — He was fcnl to Htwfoimdlatid. 

MY DEAR SIR, PorlfiHouih, April id, 1782. 

I OUGHT to be fcoklcd for not having wrhtc to 
you for this long time -pall. I can make very lame excufes. 
The weather has been fo very bad for thefe ten days, and 
foutherly winds fo ftrong, that 1 have not been able to get 
the old Albemarle out of the harbour. 1 am ordered to 
Cork to join the Daedalus, Captain Pringle, and go With 
a convoy to Quebec, where worfe than all to fell, I 
underhand I am to winter. I want much to be off froifi 
this voyage, and believe if I had time to look a little about 
me, I could get another flaip. Mr.' Adair, who attends 
on Mr. Keppel, might tell him that in fuch a country I 
Ihall be laid up, for he has told me that if I was Tent to a 
cold damp climate, it would make me wmrfe than cVer ; 
many of my navy friends have advifed me to repr'efent my 
fituation to Admiral Kcppel, and they have no doubt but 
lie would give me other orders, or remove me ; but as I 
received my orders from Lord Sandwich, I cannot help 
thinking it wrong to alk Mr. Keppel to alter them. 

J hope to hear by next poll you have a ftiip. 

• Farewell, &c. 

, > 

Horatio Nelson. 

- [Tlie parts omitted are fucb as relate to private family concerns 
only, therefore totally iininterefting to the public. The preceding 
’ extrad proves the fhattered ftate of his conltitution, even at that 
early age, and the zeal with which he chofe to encounter the in- 

4 
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tnnperiliiic, *«i iodanaw^Dfaar dUtutewfutirTer, ratbertiM 
mate a complaint vhich he thcra£ht could fa the moft 
depx€ tffi^the ferrice-] 

No. VII. 

St. John's ITarhur-j NrufwtdlsnJf 

ITT DBA*. IIB, ^jou iji, 1782. 

W’b arrired at tbltdiragrceablc place lafl Mon- 
day al flaylight (the a;*!))- with fottr fail of tfw coaroy ; 
wt parted from the D;edalua 6n ihc 7th of May, 300 
league* to Breft^racd of Caph Clear in ■ hard gale of 
wind; u the wind b« blown ftjong from the eaftward, 
cm fince onr arrival here, I lotagioc that Captain Pringle 
could wt fetch tbii port, and !• therefore gwo on to 
the weflward ; if he it, ihii wind will cany him to Que- 
beC| while I am fo unfortuDate to be kept here with a fair 
triodj for the entrance o ( thii harbour ii fo narrow, that 
yoa cannot fail unlefr tbe wind blow* right out; u tooa 
a* the wijid change* I fljall faU. The Lcccadra anived 
here three day* before u* with the fait flilp* from Lifbon. 
Captain Hope dJllres hi* complimenU j he took a fliip 
piivatccr, the day he made the land, of fourteen gun*. 
We have beard the new* from the Weft Indie*, but not 
the particular* ; it i* reported that the Dol.c blew up In 
the aSIon * r I hope to God it 1* not tme^ I had rather the 

If’rench wereat the deril, than hare loft Captain t^ardncri 
he i* * real Joli to the fenricc. Yoo know the particular* 
long before this. My fecond Ijcntpnant left the fbipat 
Cork^ the other lleuicoant not having joined the Dup, I 
gavo Bromwich an order to aQ a* a licutcuaDt i in all 
•probability It will get him fomc prize-money, and I hope 

Ttfr refen to the eocorartcrbctwfaj Eb Getej^Rndney 
the Coufit de Graflc, 
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get him confirmed a iicutenant^ he docs his duty exceed- 
ingly ivcll as an officer : indeed I am very well olT. As to 
myfclf, the voyage agrees with me much better than I 
cxpctEicd. — I think the chance is much againft your letter, 
as it goes by the way of Lifbon. 

Jitr.c 3. The remainder of the Qticbcc ficct arc arrived 
at a harbour a few leagues to the leeward of this, and I am 
now getting under fail to join the other part of the fleet 
from this place. The Irifli Newfoundland fleet arrived 
here on the ifl of June, and the Arcthufn with the Eng- 
lifli fleet at a place, where the Qiicbcc fleet arc, oji the 2.d 
inftant, with their 'whole fleets ; not a fliip taken in any 
of the fleets. 

F.nrcwcll, t^c. 

Horatio Nelson. 


No.vm. 

Page 43 .' — Being ordered on a crulje ojjf Bojlsn, &c. 

Albemarle^ JJlc of Bee, River St. Lawrence, 
MV DEAR SIR, 0 < 57 . 1 9//;, 1782. 

My letter from Newfoundland, by way of 
Lifbon, if you ever will receive, you have got long before 
this time j but this I mofl finccrcly hope will not find you 
at Gray’s Inn ; but that Old England, at this time of need, 
will'have the fervices of fo good an officer. We arrived here 
with the convoy on the ifl; of July, and failed upon a 
cruife the 4th, and returned to Quebec on the 17th of 
September, knocked up with feurvy ; having myfclf for 
eight weeks, together -with all the officers, lived upon fait 
beef ; nor had the fliip’s company a fingle frcfli meal fince 
the yth of April. In the end, oUr cruife has been ao unfuc- 
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Celiful one ; \Te hare takeo, fnai, aod dellrojed more 
cccmics than 1* fcldonj done lo the £uuc fpace of time, 
but not one arrired in port , | do not repine at our lof»: 
^ve hate in other TefpeOa been very fortunate, for on the 
I44h of Auguft iTc fell m nub, in Bofton Bij /our fail of 
the line aitd the In* French man of war, part of Monf. 
Vaodreuil’a fquadron, who gave ui a pretty dance for 
nine or ten hoar$| but we beat all except the frigate, and 
though we brought to for her, after we were out of fight 
of the line of battle fhipt, fhc tacked and ftood from us i 
out cfcape I think wonderful , they ^eie upon the clear- 
ing up of'a fog within fhotof ui, and chafed n* the whole 
time abotit one point from the wind the frigate I fancy 
had not forgotten the dreffing Captain Salter had given 
tbe-Amason, for daring to leare the Irae of battle Iht^ 
A fortnight ago when I was at Quebec with no other 
expedition, or defirea than to return to England, amve 
the Drake floop, and Cockatrice cuiier, with orders for 
the tranfport* to be fitted for the recepaon of troops, and 
to be fent to New York: in confcquencc thereof old 
Worth has given me orders to carry the fleet to 
New Yofk~a very fretiy yth at this late feafon of the 
year, for our liib are at tbi* moment froren to the yards- 
Xhe vnodhis this moment flown round from the caflward 
to the weft, and I have joft made the Cgoal to unmoor: 
you fhill hear from me again when I reach New "^orki 
Adicu^ &c. 

flORATlO NXXSOK. 

pThat fiogaUr njod^y, which pcrrided CTcry i^on ofbli Loui' 
Clip's life, is ranarkaUy xoit^jictHnii In the foir^nj IcUcr, il- 
though hlsconduS had been fo cianpUry andpUantemthe pre- 
cedinf occafloo j frt, eren in aprirete coruBraflUathMi to * 

fHcrd, he forbore not only from allhinlPK the CMBeft 
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merit to himfclf, but attributes the conclufion of that event to the 
braver^' of another officer, on an o'ceafion totally unconnedled with 
himfelf.j 


No. IX. — Extracts. 

Page 45. — rHc proceeded fro?n thence to the JFcjl Indies, "Sic. 

' MY DEAR SIR, Albemarle, New Tori, Nov. 1782. , 

I FOUND Lord Hood here 

upon my arrival, and I have rcqiicftcd him to lake me 
■with him, to the Weft Indies ; he has written to Admiral 
Digby for me, and I was to have failed with the fleet this 
day, but for fomc private reafons, when my fltip was 
under fail from New York to join Hood, J was fent for 
on ftiore, and told I was to be kept forty-eight hours after 
the failing of the fleet : it is much to my private advantage, 
but I had rather have failed with the fleet ; if there 
is wind enough tliey fail this day ...... 

I am a candidate (with Lord Hood), for a line of battle 
Ihip ; he has honoured' me highly by a letter, for wifliing 
to go off this ftation, to a ftation of fervice, and has 
promifed me his friendfliip : Prince William is with him, 
I think it, is the prelude to the Digby’s going off this 
ftation ; money is the great objeft here, nothing elfe 
attended to. ' • ' 

The French arc ftill in Boflon. The packet fails to- 
morrow, and r have beeh fo much employed in fitting ray 
fliip, -that I could not get time to write before to-day, and 
you muft excufe me for not faying more ; though I could, 
- fill another fheet very well ; When I arrive in the Weft 
Indies you will hear immediately from me.' / 

Farewell, See.- 

Horatio Nelson^ 
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Pjfie ImtnUrrJ hMmJh'u lilihufu 

' , Jihiinbrfty Cafe Tibgrttb, Ffh 35* lySs* 

IVIt Ctuarion in Lord Hood’i fleet) mud be ill 
the highed degree flattering to a young man. He treati 
me as if I tras hit /bn, 'and wJIl, I axn convinced, giro 
me any thing I can aflt of hhn ; nor ii my fitttation with 
Prince Wilfiam le/i flattering. Loni Hood wai fo kind 
as to tell him (indeed I cannbt make ufe of eiprcffions 
flrong enough to dcfcribe what I felt) that if he vriflicd to 
a/k qoe/lioDi relatikv to naval tadict, I could give him « 
much information os any officer in the fleet. He will be, 

> 1 am cerCaio, an ornament to oor fervice. He is a fcaman, 
^hich, perhaps, yoc wonld hardly fuppofe. JEtery other* 
qtndificadoa yon may expert from him. A vad deal of 
notice has *been taken of Mm at Jamaica ; be im been 
addrefled by the Council, and the Hoof© of Aflerablywere 
to addrefs him the day after I failed. He has hU lerees 
at SpsnIQj Town f they areall highly delighted with him. 
With the befl tempCT, and great good fenfe, he cannot 
fail of being plcafing to every one. 


No. XI. , . 

Rige rftsnud frtm tbftut tt EngUtnd^ &c. 

SMltJhurj Strvftt Strfndt y*iy J7®3* 
1|Vhih I look at the date of your letter I 
received at Portfmouth, I ought to be a/hamed at not 
having written to you, but yoo always knew I was a 
carclcls fellow, although, be affbred, my great efl«ni 
and rcfpefl for ^ou can noTr be IcOeDcd. My time, ever 
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, Ellice i Arrived in town, has been taken np in attempting 
to get the wages due to my good fellows for various fliips 
they have ferved in during the war. The difguft of the 
feamen to the navy is all owing to the infernal plan of 
turning them over from fhi^ to fliip, fo that men cannot 
be attached to their, officers, or their officers care twopence 
about them ; my fliip was paid off lafl; week ; and in fuch 
a manner as muft flatter any officer; particularly in ihcfe 
' turbulent times : the whole (hip’s company offered, if I 
could get a (hip, to enter for her immediately, but I have 
no'thoughts of going to fca', for I cannot afford to live on 
board (hips, in fuch a manner as is going on at prefent. 
Yefterday Lord Hood carried me to St. James’s ; the King 
was exceedingly attentive; on Monday, or Tuefday, I 
am to be at Windfor, to take leave of Prince William, 
previous to His embarkation for the continent. 


No. XII. 

Page 49. ' He immediately went over to France ^ &c. 

MY DEAR SIR, ' St. Omer, Nov. 1783. 

OuR,travels, (Ince we left you, have been extended 
to much greater length than I apprehended; but I inufl: 
do Captain Mac the juftice to fay it was all my doing, 
and in a great.meafure againfl: his advice ; but experience 
bought is befl: ; and all my experience I have paid pretty 
dearly for. We dined at Canterbury, the day we parted 
from you, and called at Captain Sandys’ houfe, but he was 
ju'ft gone out to dinner, in the country, therefore we did not 
fee him : we flept at Uoveri and next morning at fdven 
o’clock,, put to fca with a Bne N. W. wind, and at half 
■ part ten we were fafe at breakfafl in Monf. Grand fire’s 
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houfc C»Iaii HU mother kept it whcp Hogirth 
wrott insGflic pf Caliai StcmcU'Scpiimcntil Journey it 
tlip bcfl: dcfcppllop I c*a give of our Mic adnfcid 

me to go firft Sf pmcr, at he had experienced the 
of atteny5tjng ro fix iiranj place where thwtarc 
no Eoghfli , jjfter dipper wc fet off, iptcndlng logo to 
Mop^f|cp), mdc« frppi Calajt i they told oi Wc tra- 
velled but I am fuic we did not get on mote than 

fonr milii an honr 1 vtoi highly diwrted in looking 
what p curioni figure the pofl^lioDS In theiTjack boot*, 
ami thttj" rati c^f horfes opidc together Their chaifa 
iuve no fpriogs, aod the road generally paved [ikc London 
ftfceti, therefore yoa will naturally fyppofe v^e *weie 
pretty vvelj l)|tkcn tc^ethcr bytb^ tifao jfo h*d trarelled 
two poff I and ■ half, yvhich u ^ftecn mllei; to Marqutti , 
iiere we were fliewn Into an inn, coUtJ'jtJ I fbonld 
have called it a pigllie , we were fliewn into a room with 
two ftraw bedi, and with great difficulty they muftcred up 
clean Iheets , and gave us two plgeoru for fupper, upon 
a dirty cloth, with woodcn-handled knivei — O v/hat a 
iraiifUirtfrin b*j>py England! But we laughed at there 
pafi, and went ta bed whh the deierminatioo that nrtbing 
fliould ruffle pur Icmpeff Having flept very well, wo fet 
off at daylight for Boulogne, where we hreakfafted 5 thli 
place vyaa full of EngIKh, I fuppofe bccAofo wSne U ft> 
voj cheap } p'C wept on oftclr breakfaft to MontrfcuJ, 
and palled thrptigh the fineft coro country that tny eyei 
ever beheld, divcr(Ificd with fine woods foowtiaic* for 
two mile* together, through noble forefia- roadi 

mofilywcre vVcll planted with irceijWhjchmadeaifioean 
^V’enuo M to any gentleman * cooutry feat Montrlcul is* 
thirty miles from Boulogne, Ctuatedapoo a fmall-Hlb lO 
^ the middle of a fine pliin, which ratched as far M the eye 
4 
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could carry you, except toward the Tea, which is about 
■ twelve miles from it. We ^ut up at the fame houfe, and 
with the fame jolly landlord that recommended Lc I'lcur 
to Sterne. Here we wi/licd much to have fixed, but ilci.* 
ther good lodgings, or mafters could be procured ; for 
there is no middling clafs of people ; fixty noblemen's 
families lived in the lo\vn, they owned the vail plain 
round.it, and the reft arc very poor indeed. This is the 
fineft country for game that ever I was in j partridges 
.are fold at twopence halfpenny a couple, pheafimts and 
woodcocks in proportion, and in fliort every fpccics of 
.poultr}\ We dined, fupped, lay, and breakfafied next 
day, Saturday ; then We proceeded upon our tour, leaving 
-Montrieul you may fuppofc with great regret j we reached 
J\.bbeviUe at eight o’clock : but unluckily for us, two 
Tngliflimen, one of whom called himfelf Lord Kingjlandf 
I cannot poffibly fuppofc it to have been him, and a Mr. 
Bullock, decamped at three o’clock that afternoon in 
debt to every' fhopkeeper in the place. Thefc gentlemen 
kept elegant houfes, horfes, &c. fo that we found the 
town in an uproar. No mailers could be had at this place 
that could fpeak a word of Englilh, and all mafters that 
iCan fpeak Englilh'grammatically, attend at the phaces fre- 
quented by the Englilh, that is to fay, St. Omer’s, Lille, 
Dunkirk, and Boulogne, to the northward of Paris, fo 
that as I had no intention of travelling to the'fouth of 
France till the fpring at any rate, I determined, with 
Mac’a advice, to fleer for St." Omer’s, where we ar- 
rived Jaft Tuefday.; and I own I was furprifed to find, 
inftead of a dirty, nafty town, which I had always 
heard it reprefented, a large city, well paved, good flreets, 
and well lighted. We lodge in- a pleafant French fa- 
„ tnily> and have our dinners fent from a traiteur'i* There 

B % 
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arc two very agrecabid yoang ladjo, daughter*, 'v.ho kt- 
[ttfur Qi With tbeir company very often ond tlwajri iriakcs 
our breakfaft, and the other our tea $ and play a ^ame of 
card* in the evening Therefore 1 moft learn Ercnch 
if It ifvonly for the p]c3furt of /alting io thdaJ, for thtj 
do not fpeaL a vrord of Englifli Here arc a great nran- 
ber^of Ecghlh In thli place, bat we rWt only twofi- 
mllie* t if I did I fliouJd never fpeak French Two 
noble captain* ore litre, you do not i: no w> I believe, dither 
(of them ; they have not vilited me, and I fijallnot, be 
nfflired, cotm ihar icquamtanct If Charles Pole t* ar- 
rive, and yon wrjic to him, give my kind icfpc^ to him ; 
I eflecm him at a brother tell me where I can write to 
hmi* Yon moll be heartily tired of thii long cpiille, If 
lypu can read it, but I have the worfi pen m the world, 
and 1 can’t mend it* God btef* you, and be aOured 
I am your fincerefnend, 

^nd aScdionttL humble ferrant, 

, HoiATio Nbliok. 

Captalp Macnamara dcfirc* hi* compliment* to yon-; 
hii and mine to Mr*. Bradley, Dyn^ &c — Direfl to 
me A MonGcur MonGenr Nclfon, chcr Madame La 
Aloune, Sr. Omer, en Arloj$^ 


•No XIII 

WY DiAR vaiRJfD, St. OffirrV, AVo 32, 1783. 

Yodr kind letter I received laft night. I con- 
cluded yon were in London, a* I bid not the plcafuro of 
^lieanDg from you fooncr Sioco I wrote lift I have been 
very o«r coming to England, occaGoned by the melan- 
choly account I received of my dear Cflcr’idathi my 



APPENDIX. 


21 


father, ‘whofc grief on the occafion was intolerable, is, I 
hope, better ; therefore I fliall not conic over ; flic died 
at Bath after a nine days illness, in the twcniy-firfl year 
of her age ; it was occafioncd by coining out ol the ball- 
room immediately from dancing. Your time with Captain 
Reynolds mufl: have been very agreeable : the good opi- 
nion he is pleafed to entertain of me is highly flattering ; 
it is more than my fhort acquaintance with him had a 
right to expeft. Frctich goes on but flowly ; but pa- 
tience, of which you know I have not much, and perfe- 
verance, will make me maftcr of it. Here are two navy 
captains at this place, but we do not vifit ; they are very 
fine gentlemen with epaulets : you may fuppofc I hold 

r • , 

them a little cheap for putting on any part of a French- 
man’s uniform. Macnamara is very much obliged to you 
for the trouble you have taken about his pi£lure ; he will 
write a poftfeript at the end of his letter. Captain Young 
.vifited me to-day, and to-morrow we meet ,at dinner ; 1 
fhall certainly deliver- your compliments ; lie is come over 
to place his brother, • w'ho is a lieutenant, in a French fa- 
mily. He 'returns immediately to England. Mac was 
prefent laft night at a very elegant ball, but my mind is 
too much taken up with the recent account of my dear 
■lifter’s death to partake of any amufements. 

I am much obliged to Charles Pole for his remem- 
brance 5 I Ihould have written to him had I known 
where to have diredled a letter. When you write tc 
Captain Reynolds give my beft compliments, and to Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Gardner alfo. If I am not in England 
before the winter is over, I lhall go to Paris in the fpring; 
where I have received a moft polite invitation from the 
’ officer whom I detained off Porto Cavallo 5 I did not khovi 
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hU rant at ibtl timc» or iftcr^iIU I canjc here ; he went 
bjr the name of Count de Deur Podu. Hp is a princi of 
the Empire, a general of the French army, knight of tl»e 
grand order of St, Louis, and was fecond m command at ^ 
the capture of , York Town. Hti brother li heir appa. 
rent of the elecSorsfe of Banna, and of the Paiah'nare.) 
The prcieot ElcAor ij «ghty years of age, tlnd thia gen- 
tleman's brother ii Upon hisdeath-b^^ fo moflpfObably 
I {hall hare hid the ^honour of haring takpn|j)nfpner a 
man, who wlll^be a fovcrcign prince of Europe, andi 
bndgsMutpjtbc held ncsTj a hunjirtd tboufaod tncntiblsj 
letter ii^truly^ cxprefijvc the aticntion that ^?a| paid 
him, when on boju-d my fbip.. Tbcr^axc a vaf^ number 
of fenglifc 1^ ^is place ; I vifit but few of ibcq. ■* In 
two of them I am lery h»ppy to thciracqatintaDCe , mo 
is the brother of JvlaJIIngbeid^ who waa m the LottbL 
to^^ be IS very polite, and his lady a tery complete 
genilcwomaj\; we are quite at botnet— the otbc; Is an 
Edglifh clergyman, who has a rcry large family, two 
very agreeable daughters grown, op, about twepty years 
of age, who play and Fog to ui wbcneTcr we go. I 
mail take care of my heart I affhrejon. God blefi you, 
my dear fnend. r ' 1 1 

J am yours, rooft Cncerely, 

^OIATIO J^ELiOy, 

, EXTRACTS. •> 

Page 4g — He ttwr /ten Mfitr etmmfftntd if the Birtts. ‘ 
.M, 3, 'ZjtncMjffT Ceurtf^Afareh *7®^ 

UT^DBAH raiiNtjjj 

Not having written fpr fo long a time, I 
altaoft afliamcd of telling you I am yet In town. On 
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Friday laft I was commiffioned for the Boreas tn Long 
Reach, at p re fent under , the command' of Captaih 'VV’ells 
(Lord Keppel’s), and I am alfo forry to ,fay, 'that the - 
fame day gave me an ague and fever, which has returned 
every other day fince, and pulled me dowrt rtioft allonifii- 
ingly : I-underftand (he is going to the Le6ward Iflandsi 
and I am alked to. carry out Lady Hughes and^her family. 
The fliip is full of young miclfliipmen, .andievery body is 
alking me to take fome orte or other ; J am told fh’e is 
well officered and manned ; I have not feen her aS’ yet^ 
but (hall go down to-morrow. * ,* * * I mufl; conclude 
with faying, if there is any young gentleman you wifli me 
to take, I ffiall' have great pleafure in -paying every at- 
tention in my power to him. , - ' ‘ 

Yours, Set, • ■ 

' ' ' H0RA.T10 Nelson-. 


No. XIV. 

^ -5 - ^ . 

MY DEA-R-siR, , Portfmouth, Aprjl 21 j 1784.; ^ 
Since I parted from ypu, I have encountered* 
many difagrcpblc adventures. The day after I left you^ 
we failed at daylight, juft after high water. The d — d 
pilot, it makes me fwearto think of jt, ran the fhip aground, 
where flie lay with fo little water that the people could 
walk round her till next High water. Tiiat night and 
part of the next day we lay below the Nore with a hard 
gale of wind and fnow 5 Tuefday I got into the Downs ; 
Wednefday I got into a quarrel. with a Dutch' Indiaman 
.whOihadEnglilhraen on board, which we fettled, 'though 
with fome .difficulty. The Dutchman has made a. com- 
plaint againft me ; but the Admiralty 'fortunately have 
approved my cohdufl in the bufinefs, a thing they are not 

B ^ ' - ■ 
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ray gaUty of where there is i irtellhood of a/o-a^. 
And ycftenky to complete me, iMu ndlng a ^laci^d 
horfe that Ttin aw>7 with me at Common, earned mo 
round all the worlj into Portfciouth, b/ ^he London 
gates, through the town out at the gate that leads to Com- 
mon, where there ^^aJ a waggon In the road, which ii fo 
very narrow that ^ horfe coaid barely pafs. To ftTO 
my logs, and perhaps my Ufc, I was obliged to throw 
myfelf from the horfe^ which I did with great igUity r 
bnt unluckily npon hard froocs, which has hurt my back 
and my leg, bnt done no other rmfchicf. It Wai a thou- 
fand to one that I had not been killed To crown all, a 
youpg girl with me , her horfe ran away as well as 
rplne ; but mofl fortunately a gallant voung roan fcjied the 
horfe't bridle a moment before I dlfmounted, and fared 
her from the deflm^on ibe could not bare avoidedt 
Kingfroiil came to town on Sunday, and has taken pof- 
feOioa of bit fhip and bod fngat? again. Lady Hoghes 
II here, but I have not rcccnred my orders Give my 
compliibeDti to Aladam Bradley, &c. and rcfl allured 
I am youTT, 

Moll Cocerely, 

c Hokatio Niliojt 


, No. XV 

I ^ Bfrtat, Sfitbttdf Af^ 14, 1784 

ur z>KA% rajEKD, 

„ The Coimuiffioner u now paying my Ihlp, 

and I an making dfn of thn limc, that I may bo able to 
CtTc pod, for none gom out to monom. I wai agtecabljr 
Xnrpnfed hy your letter, for I did not eipca to heir you 
■yraa to Lotriou. I thant you much for your neie*. 
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which if . true, ■ hoftUities . muft commence foon again 
^ith the French : God iend^ I fay. But if Cornwallis 
is .goipg out, I fliall be a little vexed I 'am . not to be one 
of the Ihips. Whenever I go to Dominica, 'you may be 
affured that ■ every 'cirdumftance reIative\to your eftate 
lhall be inquired into; Jamaica is the place I wifh to 
go tp. I h^ve fcarcely time to fay, how much ! • , 

■ I^am yoiir.dcvotedj ’ . . - 

. HoitATio Nelson. 



’ AtttHOtXX , ' 

.No. XYjr..- _ v.: ••'•'i. 

. Birtas, Bitflijh ttariadr, Stfl. 14, ■ 1784.' 

■JJTjDEAll /aiEKD).' ■ ' T’ ; . ■ 

' ■ . . I WAS' in hopei tliit.ibc fiift Idler ■! Ihonid 
Trritc you frotn thli countiy/wpnld hjiro giTOi jou fome 
jnfonnition of .yoirr DocnifucA dbti, but that li not iri 
my power. I sVai onc .day in -Erince Rupert’a Bay to 
wood and water ; -tberfciyoa know I could get no infbnn- 
ation. If'Saijd^s £hould,.go to Domlnrca, I fhaH give 
Bradley*! letter to him, and .write to Orde upcui the fub> 
ColUngwood is at Grenada^ which is a great Io& to 
mo'; fot- there is nobody (l^t 1 cad make a confidant of. 

The little man li a good*naturcd laughing ertatme, 

bat no odoTc of on as ■ captain 'ihan be .wai^s a 
Uectenant. Was it ndt for Mrs.M. who is wry good 
fo, me, I Ihould almod baagisyTelf at tbit Infer^ bble. 
— • is.tolerahlc, bat I do oofMIke him/ be Mwsud 
fcr8{Sc»*too muc)t,fof me ; hU wife has an eternal clack, 
fo that 1 go hear them as Ihtlc as’poQible ; ib'lhort, I dc- 
tcA this codntry, bnt as f embarked oh {bis nalion 1 ihall 
■remain In my fliip. Oof cars are /ull of Tvars in the call j 
b there any IikcIih_o6d of a war? I am in a fine triro’for 
the beginning of one; well officered and manned* I 
have not beard from a.fioglc creature in EdgTand fince I 
arrived. I have written to every body, and to you fr^ 
Madeira, but not a line. Give ojy bell remembrance to 
Kingfmin and to friends In bb neighbourhood i and I beg 

alfo you will reft aflured 

• ■ - I am 

yoar.dcTotcd bithful friend and fervant, 

HoRATto Nttjon. 
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, No. XVIII.^ 

HiigliJ}) Harhout) Nov, 23, 17S4-*^ 

T,lV DEAR FRIEND, 

Your kind letter I received yefterday opon my 
arrival here, though I cannot fay much, as my time 
is very fhort, being obliged to fail this morning for the 
Virgin Iflands. Collingtvood is here ; he deftres to be 
kindly remembered. This flation is fat from a plcafant 
one. Coll defircs me to fay he will write you foon fuch 
a letter, that you will think it a hiftory of the Weft In* 
dies. What an amiable good man he is ! all the reft arc 
geefe. ' 1 have not had a letter from Kinglmill this 
packet : when you write remember me to him. I am in 
my way to examine an harbour faid to be fituated in the 
ifland of St. John’s, capable, it is fuppofed, to contain 
a fleet of men of w^ar during the hurricane fcafdns. It 
is odd this fine harbour, if fuch a one there is, fliould 
V not have been made ufe of long ago ; but there is an ordet , 
from the Admiralty to fend a frigate to examine it ; it is 
faid here to belong to the Danes ; if fo, they will not 
let me furvey it. I muft have done, for the -fignal gun 
is fired for us to fail. God blefs you, tnyidcar friend^ 
and believe I am 

Yours -moft affefilidnktely, 

Horatio Nelson. 

r t ’> 

No. XIX. 

Page 5 o.~ 3 ^^ Amcncansy efter having ere^ed themfihes, 

&c. 

Boreas, BaJJeterre'Road, ^an, tg, 

' The longer I am upon this ftatipn the worfe I 
like it.' Our commander has not that good opinion of 
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hi* own (cnfc which be ought to baVe. He iilcd hj the 
advice of the ifbndcr* to admit the Yankie* to a trade ; 
at IcaJl to tVink at It. 'He data not give hitnfelf that 
weight that I think an Englifh admiral ought to do. 
for one, am determined not td ^uffCT the Ytnkk* to 
come where my fliip ii ; fori *m furc, if once the Ame- 
itdan* arc admitted to any kind of intercourfe with 
thcle iflandi, the view* of the loyalifti in fettling Nora 
Scotia are entirely done away. They wiU firft become 
the carrier^ and next hare poflcflldn of our iflanda. If 
we ever again are ^embroiled in a French war, the reC- 
denti of tbefe iflandi arc Americans by connciion and by 
intcrefl, and areiinimical to Great ^nlaln. Thfey are ai 
great rebels ai ever tfere in Amerita, had they the power 
to’ fhew it. After. what I have fiid,- you will beliw I 
atnliot very popular 'with the people. TTiey have never 
v^Cted me, nor hart I fet a foot ‘In' any hemfe fincci 
have "been on the ftation, and all for doing my doty in 
Wog true to the idterefl of Great Britain. A petition 
from the gorerbor and councsl has ‘gone to the general 
and admiral, 'to reqncft the adroifljem-of Americaas. I 
have given ray anfwcr to the admiral on the fubjcil | 
how be will take it I know not': bat I am dclennlned to 
fupprefi the admlffion of foreignert to the utmofl of my 
power. I have told the enflom-hoafe people that I will 
complain if they admit any foreigner to an entry an 
American arrlm j he h« liming a leak, or a maft | he 
makes a protefl ; gcti adautunce; fells the cargo for 
ready money ; gofi to' Martinique, boys njobflcs, and 
fo round and round. But I hate tbab-alL The loyabfl 
capnot do It, confeqtrently mufl fell dearer. 
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No. XX. ^ ‘ ■ 

‘ Boreas, St. Kitt's, Afai'ch lb, 1785* . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Since my laft I have been at Prince Rupert 9 
Bay,' and with great difficulty reached the houfe, which 
Admiral Parry built upon his land ; ihe houfe is levelled 
with the ground, nor ffiould I have known it was any 
thing but a wood, had not my guide told me this was the 
eftate. I made every inquiry it was poffible for me to dp 
as to worth, or what could be done with it ; from the 
Whole I have heard it is not poffible to fell, or let it. If 
yoii claim it, the’ taxes are far more than it is worth in its 
prefent ftate, and they liave'proclamations for giving the 
loyalifts lands gratis,' fo much do they want fcttlers for 
the ifland. . The foil is bad, fo much fo, that fcveral 

/ 1 * 

" mulattoes fettled upon the cleared part after Admiral 
Parry left it, and lived in the houfe, but at laft they aban- 
doned it', not being able to’ get roots to grow' in it. Go- 
vernor Stewart has an eftate at Prince Rupert’s, but 
'quite in another' filuation ; I am told he wifhes for the 
money he has laid out upon it. And now let me tell you 
a Very extraordinary anecdote of Dominica : — When the 
' EngUfti firft took poffieffion of it,' they thought it a fine 
fugar ifland ; they built by far the beft ,W’orks of any 
ifland in our pofleffion, -but time has proved that the foil 
is not proper for fugar, as it fakes fome hundred gallons 
of juice to make a hogfliead more than at anypther ifland. 
Cotton and coffee are the only commodities it will pro- 
, duce in perfeaion. If ever I go to Roffeau, J will afk 
Governor Stewart if any thing can be done, and I will 
do what is right mthebufmefs; but from what I have 
faid little can be expefted. News from this ill-fated 


3 ® ' 

coract ypn •will not cxped j Motitny is goiie home a 
few tlaji ago, fo that ’ I lofc my only valuable friend In 
thfcfe Hlandj, ' Every day cdnViiitea how fuperior the Jju 
maica ftation i» to tins \ every thing 1* ^tiavagantl j dear, 
and no comfort*. All the navy are very unpopular, 
ixom the governor downwards, for hindering the Amc- 
lican IhJpf from.tnidiog to the Iflands. I fcldom go on 
ihorc, hardly onceTi mo^ith j Mr. .and Mr*, (^rge* are 
the only people I know upod this ifland^ riov^haircycm 
beiri tbl* cold winter ? quite flout, 1 hope, and all your 

children ; CoUlngwood recommcndi — i- be Ciyi 

vyou ought to marry her } what a charming good man 1 he 
da a valoable member of fodety. Our admiral with hU 
family are juft making ,lbc,tour of the iflandi j they find 
probably moVe ratirfadlon in viCtlng than I do, for they 
lad fet. Y^erday belhg Su Patrick's day, the 
Irifh colour* with thirteen flripe* 'll! them west hoifted 
all over the town , I Vvai engaged to dine with the Prefi- ^ 
dent, bat fent an excufe, as be fuffeied thole colours to 
fly ; I mention thii'only to flicw the pririciple* of thefq 
•vapihndt, God blef* you— Jarcwcll'j and bcliere me,' 

. .. I aM ever, 

Your affefllonatc htirnble fervant, 
Hoaario NzLSOjt. 

ColUngwood defired me to mikehU compUmenb. 

March iB. 



^Appendix; 


I , 






No. XXL 

f 

\ 

Boi-eaSj Englipi Harbour, ^ept: I785« 

MY D^AR FRIENX), 

“Our friend Kingfmill will have told vyoi\ of 
my captivity, and of all the difallers 1 have fuffered for 
having adled' with a proper fpirit againft the villanies of 
a, certain' fet of men fettled in thefe iflands from America, 
'who have brought their rebellious principles 'with them. 

If 'mlnifters do not fupport me, may they find the -want 
of officers to fupport them ! You know by this' vile note 
-that we hardly hear of the arrival of the packet at St, 
John’s before her time of failing arrives, therefore from 
this place you will not otpeCb a long letter ; indeed my 
mind has been fo much taken up with law, that I have • 
very much- negle£ted my beft friends, who I_am fure have 
great reafoil to complain of me; but I throw myfelf upon 
their generofity, and hope they will be forry for’ the em- 
ployment which has appertained to me for forae time 
paft. On the 24th laft we had a moft fevere gale of 
wind ; the mifchief is great, but not fo much as might 
have been expcfled. The men pf war rode out the gale, 
but very many frnall velTels are loft about the iflands. At 
Martinico We have a flying report that ahnoft every thing 
is deftroyed. From -Barbadoes and Grenada we have • 
not heard. I fhould hope they have efcaped. 'f wifh X 
could give you any good tidings relative to your Dominicjv 
eftate, but you muft not be fanguine about it. Farewell^ 
my dear friend, and reft aflured with what fincere re- 
gard and efteem I am 

Your much obliged friend and fervant, 

Horatio Nsr-sgit. 
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No. JwXII. 

Page 50 — nttrj agathji han<rifi h f, ^rast an 
&c* ' 

^ 0 ' 

^ Str^atf tff Martuact, Mtrd 5, 1^86, 

ItT DEAR FRl^UD, j , 

^ Yodr kind letter of December 5th I ooly re- 
ceiTcd X few day# ago at Aougua, for tbe poft-cfEccs 
here arp ladlj Carelcfe of our letter#, ajiH jf vre do not 
happen to l>c at the ifland where they arrive, they inll 
not be at the trouble of forwarding them to u#. You 
accufe me too juftly of not writing j I know myfclf to 
be a Gui careleta fellow In that refpe^, and too often 
neglefi my bell fnenda, but really for thii )all year I 
mve been plagued to death , tin# ftatlon ba# not been over' 
plealant, had it not been for CoUIogwood, it would have 
been the tnoft diCigrccable I ever law 

h*«>***«* 

a' I 

1 don ( like to fay much igainll any nun , there ha# been 
too mt^ of t|iat the late war, but a# 1 only tch h to 
you at a fnend, you will not let it go further thad you 
^inlc right Not that I care who know# it , for 1 fhaU 
produce m} orderr whenever I come home, from fome 
drcumflartcci which have lately happened It wa* near 
the hurncane monlhi when I arnved tn thi# country, 
confetjucntly nothing could be done till they were over 
in November, when the fquadron arnved at Barbadoer, 
and the fhip* were to be fent to the different iflandr, with 
orden only to examine the anchorage#, and wlrdbcr 
there wai wood and water Thi# did not appear to mo 
the rntent of placing men of war m peaceable times, 
therefore 1 alkcd CoUingwood to go v Uh me (for hu 

3 
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fentiments and mine were exaflly fimilar) to ; I 
then afked him if we were not to attend to tho commerce 
of our country, and to take care that the Britifli trade 
was kept in thofe channels that the navigation laws 
pointed out. He anfwered, he had no orders, nor had 
the Admiralty fent him any a61s of parliament. I told 
him it was very odd, for every captain of a man of war 
%vas furniflied with the ftatutes of the Admiralty, in 
which the Havigalion A6t was included, which adf was 
diredled to admirals, captains, &c, to fee it carried into 
' execution. He faid he had never feen the book ; but 
having produced and read the laws to him, he feemed 
convinced that men of war were fent abroad for fome 
other purpofe, than to be made a (how of. (The- rebel 

Americans at this time filled our ports.) then gave 

, orders to' all the fquadron to fee the Navigation Adb 
carried into execution. When I went to my ftation 
at St. Kitts, I turned away all the rebels, not choofing 
to feize them at that time, as it would have appeared a 
trap laid for them. In Dect.mber, to my aftoniflimcnt, 
down comes an order from him, telling us he had received 
good advice, and requiring us not to prevent the Ameri- 
cans from comirig in, and having free egrefs and regrefs, 
if the governor chofe to allow them ; he enclofed at the 
fame time a copy of the orders he fent to the governors 
and prefidents of the iflands. — ■— and others began by 
fending letters not far different from orders, that thpy 
iKould admit them in fuch and fuch fituations, &c. tell- 
ing me had left it to them, but they thought it 

right to let me know it. Mr 1 foon trimmed up 

. filenced. ^ ’s was a more delicate bufinefs; t 

muft either difobey my orders, or difobey ads of parlia- 
ment which was difobeying. I determined upon 

C 



,1 


^ AtFE>.DlX. 

* No. XSLlU 

PagcSO.— tulcry^t^mnji bi»iKY»fil$f* j«ai on 
bei^tf .^ec. 

1 n ' ’ / 

I Btrtoif cff AfartiMicf, Mtrch 5, r786. 

in' DEAR FKl^WD, , , 

^ Yoor kind letter of December 5th I orJ/ re- 
ceived ^ few day* ago at Antigua, for the poft-oflSce* 
here are ladly carclefi of our letter*, acd if vre do not 
fiappen to be at the ifland where they amre, they will 
oDt be at the trouble of forwarding tbcm to u*. You 
iccufc rae too juft{y of not wniing \ I know njyfclf to 
be a Gid carelef* fellow In that rtfpeG, and too often 
ncglei!^ my beft /riendi ; hut really for tht» laA year I 
hare been plagued to death , this ftation haa not been brer- 
ptaCanr, had it not, been for ColUogwood, it would have 
bedn the moft difagreeable I ever law. 

* « 4 ^ • #,• • 

f •“ ' 

I don’t like to fay much agaioA any man 5 there baa been 
too mt^ of that the late war, but a* 1 only tcU it to 
you at a fnend, you will not let it go faxlhcrihah you 
think right. Not that I care who fcuowi it , for I IbiU 
produce my order? whenever I come home; from fome 
drcmnflancei which have lately happened. It was rvear 
the hurncane months when I amved in thi* couniry» 
conlcqucntly nothing could be done till they were over 
rn November, when the fquadron arrived at Earbadoer, 
and the Qiip* were to be fent to the different iflandi, with 
order* only to examine the anchorage*, and whether 
there was wood and ^Talcr Thi* did not apF“^ 
the intent of pbcing men of war In peaceable time*, 
therefore I aJlcd Collmgwood to go v ith me (for fd* 

3 
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fentiments and mine were exaftly fimilar) to > — ■ ; I 
then afked him if we were not to attend to th6 commerce 
of our country, and to take care that the Britifli trade 
was kept in thpfe channels that the navigation laws 
pointed out. He anfwered, he had no orders, nor had 
the Admiralty fent him any a£ts of parliament. I told 
him it was very odd, for every captain of a man of war 
was furniflied with the ftatutes of the Admiralty, in 
which the Navigation A6l was included, which a£t was 
directed to admirals, captains, &c. to fee it carried into 
' execution. He faid he had npver feen the book ; but 
having produced and read the laws to him, he feemed 
convinced that men of war were fent abroad for fome 
other purpofe, than to be made a Ihow of. (The' rebel 

Americans at this time filled our ports.) then gave 

orders to' all the fquadron to fee thp Navigation A£t 
carried into execution. When I went to my llation 
at St. Kitts, I turned away all the rebels, not choofing 
to feize them at that time, as it would have appeared a 
trap laid for them. In Deci-mber, to my aftonilhment, 
down comes an order from him, telling us he had received 
good advice, and requiring us not to prevent the Ameri- 
cans from coming in, and having free egrefs and regreft, 
if the governor chofe to allow them ; he enclofed at the 
fame time a copy of the orders he fent to the governors 

and prefidents of the iflands. and others began by 

fending letters not far different from orders, that thiey 
iKould admit them in fuch and fuch fituations, See. tell- 
ing me had left it to them, but they thought it 

right to let me know it. Mr. I foon trimmed up 

and filenced. ’s was a more delicate bufinefs; t. ■ 

mud cither difobey my orders, or difobey adts of parlia- 
ment which was difobeying. I determined upon 
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the former, trufling to the uprightnefi of toy intention, 
^ and b^icvw^ that my conntry would not allow me lo t>o 

•rotted, by prtucaing het comraercc. I fent to 

txpetleted on the navigation laivt to the beft of my abl- 
Jfty } told him I was pertain Tome perfon had been gv?lng 
him advice, which he woold be fony for haring tiicn, 
againd the pofitivc dlrcfllotw of aSi of parliameBt \ and 
I Wai certain he had too much regard fo; the commerce 
of Great Britain, to fofftr our \vord enemy to take it 
from ui i and that too at a time when Great Britain wai 
draming every nerve to fupprtia illegal trade at home, 
■which only affe<51ed her revenue *; that I hoped \rt fliould 
not be fingolar in allowing a much more rumous traffic to 
be carried on under the Idng'a flag \ I added, in ihort, 
that I ffiould decline obeying bi» order*, liil I bad an op- 
portunity of feeing and talking to him, at the lame time 
waking him an apology. At firft he vrai going to fend 
a captain to fuperfede me ; but hating^entioned the mat- 
ter to bis captain, the Utter faid he believed all the fqoa- 
' dton had thought hi had fent illegal order*, and therefore 
’ did not know how far I was obliged to obey them } thi* 
being thdr fcnilments, he could not try me here, and 
now he finds I am nil right, and thanks me for having 
fet him right. I told the cuftom-honfe people I Ihould, 
oftCT fuch 0 day, feize all foreigner* I fbould find in our 
Iflands, and keep them out to the utmoll of my power 
till that time ; they fancied I could not fciio without a 
depuiaiioD, and therefore dl&cgarded my threats. In 
May lafl I feixed the firfl ; I had the governor, the officert 
' of the cufloms, all the planters upon me j fobfcriptlon* 
■were foon filled to profecute me j and the admiral flood 
neuter, although bU flag was then In the road*. Before 
the firft vcflcl was tiled, I had fclicd four others, *nd 
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having ordered the mancrs on board to cxamiiic them, 
and, font marines on board the vcflcis, not allowing Tome , 
of them to go on (horc, I had fnits taken out againd me, 
and damages laid at the enormous fum of 4d)OOo/. ftefling. 
When the trial came on, 1 was protcflcd by the judge for 
the day ; but the marllial was dcfired to arrcfl me, and the 
merchants promi fed to indemnify him for-thc a£l. ; but 
the judge having declared he would fend him to prifon if 
he dared to do it, he defifted. I fortunately attached 
myfelf to an honeft lawyer, and don’t let me forget, the 
prefident of Nevis offered the court to become my bail 
for 10 , 000 /. if I chofc to fuffer the arrcfl. He told them 
I had done only my duty, and although he fuffered more 
in proportion than any of them, he could not blame me. 
At laft, after a trial of two days, we carried our caufe, 
and the veffels.were condemned. I was a clofe prifoncr 
on board for eight weeks, for had I been taken, I moffc 
affuredly fhould have been call for the whole fum. I 
had nothing left but to fend a memorial to the king, and 
he was good enough to order me to be defended at his ex- 
penfe,' and fent orders to Mr, Shirley to afford me every 
affiflance in the execution of, my duty, referring him. to 
■ my letters, &c. as there was in them, what concerned' 
him not to have fuffered. The Treafury, by the Jaft 

packet, has tranffnitted thanks to and th'e officers 

- under him, for their aftivity and zeal in protefling the 
commerce of Great Britain; had they known what I 
• have told you (and if my friends think I may, without 
impropriety, tell the ftory myfelf, I ffiall do it when I 
get home), I don’t think they would ^ave bellowed thanks 
in that quarter,' and negleded me, T feel much hurt, 
that after all the lofs of- health and rilk of fortune, ano- 
ther fhould be thanked for .that, which I did, and againfl 
V C 2 
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liii oniOT. I either dcTcrrcd to be fent oot ftf the femai 
or at li»n: bavc'bid fomc little notice taken <y me. Thej 
have thou^ it worthy of notice, and have n^lefted 
’me ; if thU is ihc reward for a fiuthfiil difeharge of my 
doty, I {hall be careful, and licvcr ftand forward again ; 
but I hai^e done my duty, and haVe nothing to accofc 
myfelf of. 

Moft p/obably the next lime you fee me will be as a 
BenediQ ; I think I have found a woman who will make 
me happy ; I will tell you more of the matter fliortly, 
for my paper ii full. Remember me to Kingfoilll ; ho Is 
'more in praflite than rnyfelf In writing. To Lord Docie 
fay compliments ; why has he never Tent the younker i I 
ana forry be has left the Crrvice. Adieu, my dear friend, 
‘and beliere me I hm, 

With the moH udfeigned regard and cilem, 
‘Y'oOrs faithfoUy, 

Horatio Nrlioit. 


,No. XXIII. 

EngUjit Hartfor, Dec, 29, 1786. 
aiY dear RRIEND, ' 

' I AU furc it is a full twelvemonth Unco I 
hare had a line i you will lay I do not defcivc it ; oftener 
than that however ; for Coce May I knbw of three let- 
ters which I put myfelf Into the packet. If Joo think roe 
iramindfurof the favours and kindnc/Tcs I received at 
your hands, you do me injuAkc. I am at this nyjtncnl 
more thankful for them than I was when they 
granted ; then I was not capablp of judging of thar 
value. Let this be your opinion of your Horatio, and I 
truft it will be for the future. 
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' You will know long before this reaches you, that 
Prince William IS under my command. I ^Ihall endea- 
vour to take care that he is not alofer by that circumftance. 
He has foibles, as well as private men, but they arc far 
overbalanced by his virtues. In his profeflional line he is 
fuperior to near two thirds, I am fure, of the lift ; and 
in attention to orders, and refpeft to his fuperiors, I 
know hardly his equal. The iflanders have made vaft en- 
tertainments for him , but all this you will Xee in the 
Englilh papers. 

I am in momentary expeftation of Sir Richard Bicker- 
tun, from reports*, for the Admiralty are wonderfully 
fecret. ■ I wifti he was arrived, for this ftate of uncer- 
tainty is very unpleafant. The Prince is to remain in 
thefe feas tilLMay, when he returns to Nova Scotia, at^ 
which time I hope to fet fail for Old England, for I ani 
moft heartily fick of thefe iflands. 

Heaven blefs you, my dear ftiends, and believe that 
•' I am unalterably your 

Hoeatio Nelson, 


•No, XXIV. 

Page 51.— .JJ? continued on the fame Jlation. 

Boreas, EngUJh Harbour, Feb, 9, 1787. 

MY DEAR friend. 

Your letter of November 29th I received by 
E merchant-fhip ; it is the only one I have got, although 
fee you haye written feveral ; but not a line has ever 
reached me tiU now. I was fearful I had unknowingly 
otFended, but am happy to find it is not fo. I am ot a 

C3 
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lo& how to direfi: thii letter, but Hull fend it to ^oar 
ugent j for I bare ncTer heard of your rctno?al to Ktn-i 
^Ington, nor ■m I <:erUun you liTt there now, but it muJl 
take iti chance. 1 am here without fhipi enough to hold 
court-martiali5 arid difcipllne, you know, cannot be kept 
up without that rcTort, 


, Msntferraij Fei. 14 . 

I AM here with the Pcgafni and Solcbay ; the 
iflind has made fine addrdfTesandgood dinners, &c. To- 
morrow we fail for Nevis and St. Chrirtophcr'i, where 
the ftme fine things will he done ovtir again. His Royal 
ftighncfi keeps op (lri£l dlfcipline in hi* flilp, and with- 
out paying hini any compluncnt', Ibe it one of the firft 
ordered frigates 1 have feeh. He has had more plague 
with* his officers than enough ; bit firft lieotenint will, I 
bare no doobt, be broke ; I have put him under arreft ; 
be having written for a court-mariiil oo himfdf to vin- 
dfeate ilia condud, beoule hit captain thought proper to 
repidnund him In the order-book : in fliort, our fervice 
has been fo much relaxed during the war, that it will 
coft many a court-martial* to bring it up again. 

I am kept la utter darknefs who ii coming to thii 
country. Since Auguft, when Sir Richard Hughea left the 
ftation, *the Admiralty have not written me a ftngk line, 
except an order to take the pegafu* and Solcbay under 
mj s»ra.wsxwi» Maay things base ba^TCnedv and they 
have neither approved, nor otherwife, of vnf condufl— 
vlhat I^rd Howe U a ftrangc char»aei— it may he oU 
tight, but I can’t imdcrftand it. Pray remember md 
kindly to Lord Dude, aod'tnany others that may plcafc 
'to honour me with their remembrance. I amTorry for 
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your wine, but I have five doz,cn of it favcd and in-, 
bottles. , Rum 1 have plenty of on board, and, you fhail 
have -as much as 'you plea^fe, and whatever elfc 1 aiTi’in 
polTeffion-ofi being, as I ought to be, with the trueft cftccm, 

Your moft faithful 

Horatio Nelson. 


No. XXV. 

Page 51. — Ha Royal Hi ghnefs, &c. 

Boreasy 07 i>her Pojfage to Tortoloy 
my dear friend, ■ March 21, 1787. 
v' Your letter of December 26th I received z 

few days ago '; as this is the fecond I have received dated 
Renfington, I (hall diredl this thither. , I wifit 1 ^ may 
be able to procure' any of the things your friend wants, 
but I fear it is too late on the llation to expe£l much : 
, indeed, my time fmce November, has been entirely taken 
• up attending the Prince in his tour round thefe ifiands. 
However, except Grenada, this is the lafi, when I tball 
repair to Englifli .Harbour, and fit the Boreas for a voyage 
to England; happy (hall I be- when that time arrives; 
DO man has had more illhefs, or rhore trouble on' a ftation 
than I have experienced ; but let me lay a balance on 
the other fide — I am married to ah arniable v/oman that 
far niakes amends for every thing'; indeed till 1 married her 
I never knew happinefs. I' (hall have great pleafurc in in- 
troducing, you to her. Prince William did me the honour 
to (land her lather upon the occarion,''and has (hewn every 
ail of kindnefs that the mofl profelTed friendfliip could 
befibvv . His Royal Highnefs leaves this country in J unCi by 
■■ i C 4 , ' / 
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which tunc I my brderi will *mv^ or forocbody'be 
appointed to the command of thii ftation. The wonder to 
me U, that any independent man will accept h, for there 
is nothing plealant to be got by it* Farcwellj my dear> 
SIti ind bcllere me to bo 

Erer youn, 

Hoeatjo Nxliow. 


No. XXVI. 

MT DEAA fliB| Perijwwthf July 3, 1787. 

Yotfa truly kind letter J received Uft nigbt} 
you are, ai evert too kind. ^ What ]| to be my immediato 
deibnaboQ i know not, bat I rather think I (hall go out 
whh *the fleet now at Spithcad. We are oltlmatcly to be 
paid off at Woolwkb. h^y dear wife is mneb obliged 
by yoar kind taqaJrle*. I have no donbt but you will 
like her apon acquiintaoce, for allhodgh I muff be par-* 
till, yet Ih^poflcires great good fenfe and good temper. 
Wc are at a court-martial. 

Ever yoora truly, 

' HoaATlo Neuon. 

, CEarlcs Pole dedres ms to fay every thing tbit is kind 
for him. , 


No. XXVIJ. 

UT 3 JIAB. lix, Jtig^ la, 17871 

It la not kind that our native air Ihcmid treat i 
poor wanderer aa it ha» done mo fince tay arriral ; the 

rain ind cold at firfl gave mo a forc^roat and iu accom- 

panimentaj the iibt weather bar given a flow fens, not 
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abfolutely bad enough to keep my bed, yet fufliclent to 
prevent me from doing any thing. I could not have 
written a letter for the world; now the wind has fet 
iii to the weftward, and the air is cool, I am (juitc well 
again. You have but too much caufc to fcold me for not 
writing, but all my other friends have the fame caufe, if 
that is any excufe. 'However, be affured that the things 
I have for you are perfeilly fafe, and although I may be 
carelefs' in not writing, yet your former kindnefs to me 
is never out of my mind. When Boreas is to bo paid 
off feems as uncertain as ever. If we arc to have a 
buftle I do not want to come on Ihore ; I begin to think 
I am fonder of the fealhan ever. Mrs. Nclfon returns 
her heft thanks for your kind inquiries ; I fliall have 
l^reat pleafure in making her known to fo valuable a 
friend, but (he knows you already moft pcrfeftly. Charles 
Pole is gone to Southampton ; he is pcrfeiSlly well. I 
beg my kind remembrances to your fons, and believe me 
to be ever Your mod affediionate 

, Horatio Nelson. 
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S'i^'^From this time Captain Nelfony See, 

MY DEAR SIR, ' Bath, April 1788. 

.1 HAVE for this longtime been very negligent 
about writing, nor, thank God, -have I the caufe of ill- 
nefs, for never was I fo well ; but we have been for this 
|aft month at a relation’s near Briftol, and am only juft 
Teturned here in order to drink the waters another, fort- 
Dight, after which, we are going to Exmouth for a vifit 
for a month, from whence we fhall pafs through London 
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on our way to Norfolk.— .Pray remember me kindly to 
Captain Klngfimll ; I iroiild dirwS: ihu letter imdcr corcr 
to him; but I am told he hux let bis hoofe. ( hir feu-folks 
here are Etetty numerous; boi 1 am tired of this place, 
and long tov^et into the country. Our fnend Charlet 
Folc-has been fortunate m hii tnti, but the lottery is fo 
very much agaWl an officer, that nerer will I knowingly 
involve- mjrfclf in a doubttnl caufc, Pnze-nrooey it 
ddubtlcfi vtry acceptable, but my imnd would have faffered 
fo much, ihdl no pectraiory compcnlation at To late a pe- 
riod, would have made me otncDds. I am at this moment 
trader aprofecution by fomc Amencani, for fcizlng their 
vclTeU in the Weft Indio, but I have wmien them word 
that I wU have nothing to do with them, and they mnft 
tSt they think proper x GovcmmcDi, I foppofe, will do 
what is fight, and not leave me in the lurch. We have 
beard enough ’ately of the confeqQeQce of tbe A6t of 
Navigation to this coantry ; they may take my perfbn ; 
but if fixpcncc would fare me from a profecoticm, I would 
not give it. In fomc meafure I agree with you about 
tbe gttord-fhipi and fmall vcflcli, fo far certamjy, that I 
Would take half of every Qiip’a company that are cruifers 
in tbe Channel, and put thcm^into the ncw-commiffioned 
large fhips, and let the fmall ones raife more. What 
tbe papers tell ui to be the conduQ of this country towards 
RuiEa, Ji retaliation , at Icaft, if our fncndftiip is worth 
buying, wc may have our own price. Spain appears 
fixed not to let ihcir fleet come into tbe Straits; the 
armed neutrality of the Eropreb falls inoff defcrTcdly on 
herfclf ; 1 think if her fleet is able to get cut of the 
Baltic, we ffiould hare a fqoadron of large /hips in Cib- 
raltar Bay to keep the peace, or affift one fide, or other ; 
fomcihlng *»***•• 

O/mJ 
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’pgge 53.— cvfli appointed to tie Agamemnon, 

MY PEAR SIR, Burnham, Jem. 26, 1793. 

Lord Hood tells me that I am now fixed for 
the Agamemnon at Chatham, and that whatever men arc 
raifed for her will be taken care of on board the Sand- 
wich •, I have fent out a lieutenant and four midfhipmcii 
to get men at every fea-port in Norfolk, and to forward 
them to Lynn and Yarmouth : my friends in Yorkfliirc 
and the north tell me they "vviU fend what men they can 
lay hands on to the regulating captain at Whitby and 
Newcaflle. The name of the fhip Was fixed for the 
avowed purpofe of my raifing ifien for fea, therefore I 
hope if any men from London are inclined to enter for 
her,' you will not turn your back upon them, as although 
my bills aredifperfed overthis'eountry, &c. I havedefired 
that no bills may be ftuck up in London, till my commilHon 
is figned. Lord Hood has been very kind indeed. From 
wbat Lord Howe writes me, I think the fhip will be 
pommiflioned within a fortnight, and I fhall join her di- 
reftly. Mrs. Nelfon joins in kindeft refpcQ; .with 
Yopr Obliged and affefiionate 
, Horatio Nelson. 
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MY DEAR SIR, Navy Qffice, Feb. 6, 1793. 

, I SHALL join my fliip to-morrow ; and i 
poffible will get to Shcernefs to pay my refpe^s to you 
but fear it muft be Friday. The lieutenant and mafic 
join the fhip with me ; and I have to rcqucfl, as I hea 
^n admiral is coming down, that you will have the good 
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ncfc fo diTchargo Mwricc SndcUng, tod fuch men aj m»7 
be on board the Sandwich, into ibc Agamcronoo. J*nj 
have yon gat a clerk which yon can recomnircDd ? I waat 
€Jne very much ; I urge nothing ; I know your wjUiog- 
nefs to iinre. The Ouke of Ciucncc deiires me to (kj 
th^ he rcquelVi yon will difcharge jofeph Kii^into the 
Agamemnon, or that I am welcome to any other nun, to 
affift me In htting out 5 be U but poorly, but erprefle* 
the greatcfl fatiduftioa at the appointment yoo arc htcly 
to fuccted to, and in which no one rejoice* more than 
Your affefliooatc 

Horatio Neuok. 


Ho. XXXI. 

UT PEAR. 811 , ai, 1793. 

Most truly do I rejoice at your appointment*, 
and hope you will derive every comfort from it. I am 
very much dirpofed to like Mr. Fellow*, and hare toW 
him fo, and that every protefiion of mine he fluH cer- 
tainly have, againfl a wafto of hi* ftore*, &c. but that he 
muft be rtfj carcfol, that no jufi canfc of complaint can 
be nude agalnfl him, for I will not fuffer any poor fel- 
low to be IdTcncd of hi* dock : be fccmi perfcflly to un- 
dcriland me, and I dare fay we fliall do very well together. 
Don’t be In a buny about the chart* ; 1 ftiall fee you be- 
fore we lail. Remember me to your fon*, and believe 
me Your* mod affcdionatdy, 

HoaATio NtWOH. 

• "Yo be of GrccBirfcii 
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>j(ge ^3 .— prpceeded to his 'Jlation in the month of^ 

May, 

^ t 

MY DEAR FRIEND, GihraUaty June 24, 1793* 

W^E arrived here laft night from Cadiz, where 
lx fail of the line have been to water. I have got for 
fou a calk of, I hope, good fherry, which I fliall take' 
in early opportunity of fending home, and which I beg \ 
you to accept as a proof pf my remembrance. We have 
done nothing, and the fame profpeft appears before us : 
the French 'cannot come out, and we have no means of 
getting at them in Toulon. We are to be joined off 
Barcelona by twenty-one fail of the line, Spanifli ; if 
they arc no better manned than thofe at Cadiz, much 
fervice cannot be expelled of them, although, as to 
(hips, I never faw finer men of war. The Lord is in a 
hurry to get from here ; we think he is to hoift the Union, 

If any thing interefting fliould happen, you may be af- 
fured I will let you know it, for believe me, with great 
truth, 

Your moft obliged and affectionate 

Horatio Nelson-,* 

Remember me kindly toYll your family, Kingfmill, &c. 


No. XXXIII. 

- Augujl 20, 1795,. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, off Toulon, 

I SHALL fend by Troubridge, if I can find 
his (hip, a calk of fherry'^, which I hope will prove good. 
The fleet has hitherto done nothing but look intoToulon; 
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Lord Hood -went -rrith the hcct ten daji part to fpcak to 
the Gcnoefe, atout fupplylng the French 'eriib com, and 
bringing back French property under neutral paptri; 
for our being here it a fircc, ifibis trade is tlloved. By 
nil the accounts ire learn, thcddlria of Provence would 
gladly become a feparate republic under the pro<e<9:ion of 
England. The people of MarC^Uei hare fald, they would 
deftr6y Toulon to accomplifh thl* racaforc. In ftiort. 
Prance tvifl be difmemhered ; but In all tbdr mlfcry they 
have no thought of kingly government. Lutwidgc and 
Man have been very ill indeed , wi? had fean for them. 
Lord Hood ii very kind. Agamemnon Cadi well and ii> 
healthy, but ire vrant to get into pon for rtfrcJhmeou, 
Remember roe to KmgfmiU, I hope hi5 flag U flyihg ; 
alfo to all our friends, and kindly to your family. Be« 
Eete me yourt 

Moll ofieflionately. 


No. XXXIV. 

AiammM'snt Sardhtitf 
MY DEAJL FEIEHD, i)tts I, 

Your letter of Auguft 8ih I got two days pad 
in Tunis Bay , where Commodore Lincee hai been ne- 
gotiating for a French convoy under Le Duquefnc, of 
So guDf, ami a corvette. The Enghffi netcr yet fuc- 
ceeded jn a negotiation againd the French, and we hare 
not con’radltlcd our pradicc at Tunli, for the Afoalicors 
have coroplttcly upfet u$ with the Bey, and had we lat- 
terly attempted to take them, I am certain be would bare 
declared tgiinft u», and done our tiadc fomc damage. 
Lord Hood hot ordered roe from Llnrcc’t command, to 
take the command of a fquadron of frigatci off Corbca, 

3 
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■i.„a the adjornieglKoreof Bely, to look out for fome 
French frigates who- are ii St. Fiorenzo, , in Cotfi^. 
They are the ftiips T had a-little bruni with, 30ined with ^ 
one, or two others: if they are aaive, they may do our 
trade fome damage ; but to fay the truth, I beheve they 
are more inclined to be paiTive, at lead they had much of 
that inclination when I faw them. Lord Hood has 
written me a very handfome letter, and given me this 
command. At Toulon I think they will have plenty of • 
fighting this winter. Captain Toriano, of the 30t}i, I 
believe you know him, or fome of his relations at Ken- 
fington, is killed ; but (hot and Ihell are very plentiful 
all over the harbour : I wonder more damage has not' 


been done. General 0 ‘Hara, I hope, will be able to 
drive the French from the heights, near the harbour, or 
we fliall be unpleafantly fituated ; not that I think 
Toulon is in the fmalleft danger : at all events, we can. 


dcftroy the French fleet and arfenal. They are fome of 
them the fineil (hips I ever faw •, the Commerce de Mar- 
fellies has feventeen ports on each deck ; the Vi£lory 
looks nothing to her. You know Pole is gone to.the 
Weft Indies ; I have not feen him fince his order ; but I 
know it was a thing he dreaded : had I been at Toulon, 

I ftiould have been a candidate for that fervice ; for I 
think our fea war is over in thefe Teas. Agamemnon has 
had her fliarc of fervice ; we have only had our anchor 
down thirty-four times flnee we failed from the Nore,' 
and then only to get water, or proviflon. I have now 
upwards of one hundred of this ftiip’s company abreni; ; 
Wc are not much better than a fifty-gun Ihip. Lord Hood 
has fent for Suckling, who was in the Sandwich, and I 
dare fay has made him, a lieutenant by this time. The 
Ford is a very good friend to me : he is certainly the beft 




\ 





'Ofi&cer I ever (aw ; every thing foxn him is (o clear, U U 
•impoIBblo to mifundcribrid him. If I flioald go to 
iCadiz, be aCbrcd I will get yoa t boglhcad, or two of 
fberry. Troobridge will tell yoq I tCd not fee Hm, or 
hii flup, after my letter by St. Albon’i* Dec. 8. -lom 
gUd to fee hyibe papers that KingfmiU is tohoifthli 
I i pt*yj ^hen you write to him, rcnietnber meldndly 
to him f Cbj, Con I get him any tbii^ io thefc parts I if 
fo, I will do it with real plcafure. I have been in hght 
lof the French f(ju*dron all day, and we bear they have 
.been jollied by a frigate from Calvi ; and really I think 
that the frigate who received moft of our firo 4 i not here ; 

, they want one of their number U certain ; we have not, 

/ ever finctt the firing, wanted thofo who fay they faw hex 
fink. I own It iemaini doubtful. Remember me kindly 
to all yonr rooj and daughters, Mr. Bradley, and aU 
frknds. Believe me 

Yonr moft affetftionate 

Hoeatio Neuok. 


No. XXXV. 

Page 54 - — tbeJUit •/ Bafiia, 

J'^anmnvif. BsJTta, 

my deae. friekd, May 30, 1794* 

I am joft got 00 board, aficr oghl werfs 
fervice on (bore. Where I truft X have ecqaittcd myfclf 
in a manner my friends will be plcafcd with. ni<^ 
we fee of this phee, the more we ore. aftonilhcd st its 
bdng given upi but thclmtb it, thcdifFcrent parties 
afraid to truft each other i thofurTendercan be judifiedo" 
no other ground. I only yefterday got jourltucr of I 3 t 
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of December, wbieb my brother fent in a box, I have 
now on board two captams, twenty-four other officers, 
and 300 feamen of the ffiips we fell in with lafl; 0 « 5 lobcr ; 
the officers'^abufe the crews, the people their officers, all 
join agavnft their commodore for not coming down to us, 
after we were crippled ; not tlrat I have any idea they 
could have“ taken us, but they certainly behaved fliamc- 
fully ill. The Fortun6e is burned, the Minerve and Le 
Fleche taken, the ‘Melpomene is at Calvi, and I truft 
will fall into'our hands. We' are now taking on board • 
ihot,- powder, &c. for Calvi; which, although very 
'ftrongly fituated, will, I believe, foon fall ; this done, ' 
Agamemnon goes to Gibraltar to get fomething like a 
refitment, having now been without 'the flighteft re- ' 
'pair in hull, or rigging, fixteen months. Baftia is moil; 

' pleafantly fituated,- contains 14,000 inhabitants, will hold 
' -20,000; a few hours carries parties to Italy. If the' 
Corficans know their own intereft they will be happy 
with us, but they cannot bear dependance. Remember 
me kindly to 'all your family, whom I hope to fee in 
Aiignfl or Septerhber, and believe me 

Your moft obliged and affedionate 
' ' Horatio Nelson. 

Dired me a letter to Gibraltar. 

No. XXXVI. - 

^gamemnotUi St. Fiorentco^ 

■my DEAR FRIEND, 17,1794. 

^ I HAD fome hopes of feeing my friends in 
England very foon, but at prefenr they are at an end, and 
d r do not fail from this country before the fpring very 
far advances, 1 believe I (hall give np all thoughts of 

D . 
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going home tiU the ampaign i, hnifliea j for I (houU be 
trulj- forty to have the chance of tying by the -wilU for 
two or thTO momhi In the height of fommer, tad 
■when probably we fball haveafllTC fervicc in'this coon- 
try. We are a ivcefc arrived here from a enrife of three 
wcett off Toirion, daring which time vre were fifteen 
dayi nnder flomi-fbiyfiitj ; indeed fuch » feriei of bad 
weather I tievcr experienced; the ihips moil of them 
ftrained a good deal, bat fafiiined no matcml damagr, 
nor did % Angle ftip part company. Wc fiw three 
Trench frigitef) bat from the admiraJ'i Mxicty to keep 
the fleet together, he did not make the fignal for the &i- 
gatts to chafe them tif( too tatc in the day, and they 
mofl unluckily efcaped. Oije of them vra* a cxipplrri 
fhip ; Agamemnon wa* the next to them by fix or feren 
inilei^ b\it a liQe.ofwbattIe (hip oerer chafer I hare no 
,doabt bat tve fhoutd hare taken one, If not two, of 
them, for few (hips (ail e^aal to or, none I beheve at 
.prefent in this fleet. The admiral is aoxiopi to get to 
■« again, to cover our convoy and expeSed rtinforce- 
^cnti from England, and tvai only walling till the Ber- 
,Jwick, commanded by our Ihipmatc Smiib, was got ready 
for fea j but waiting for her muft now be at an end, for 
Ijfi night a very heavy fen roDing into the Gulph, 
the Berwick not having, I underfland, her tigging fet np, 
lofl all her marts, and Is now a moik contplctc wreck. 
The admiral, a* you may behete, if much out of hu- 
mour, thinking we have not a revcniy-foor to fpare, the • 
Trench fleet in the ouicr road of Toulon being as (hi* 
.lows I Sam Culotte 120, Tomumt 80, Ca Ira 80, Lan- 
guedoc 80, Genertux 74, Cenfeur' 74, Duquefoe 74, 
Certeaux 74, Commerw dc Bordcanx 74* 74 > 

. Conq^ucrant 74, Guctricr 74, Swoveraln 74* Hcnr««-74» 
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Biirras 74; i^i the inner, Hardi 64, Alcidc ^ 4 ? eight 
of ;hefe very good, fix bad but will go to fea, three very 
bad, with twelve frigates in the harbour, and five cor- 
vettes. Fifty fail of Marfcillcs fliips are fitting for 
tranfports j they have fome expedition on foot mod cer- 
tainly, I think Port Eflecia ; many others Corfica. Rc- 
member me mod kindly to all your family, and believe 
me ever 

Your mod obliged 

H. N. 


No. xxxvn. 

Page 55. — In the encounters which took place, 

Agamemnoni Porto EJlccla, • 
MV DEAR FRPEND, March 21, 1795. 

. You will have heard of our brufli with the 
French fleet, a battle it cannot be called, as the enemy 
■'vould not give us an opportunity of clofing with them ; 

they had, I have no doubt, from the zeal and gal- 
Entry endeavoured to be fliewn by each individual cap- 
ta>n, but \ve fhould have obtained a mod glorious con- 
queft. Admiral Hotham has had much to contend with, 
^ fleet half manned, and iri every refpe( 3 : "inferior to 
the enemy ; Italy calling him to her defence, our newly- 
acquired kingdom calling might and main, our rein- 
forcements and convoy hourly cxpe£led ; and all to be 
done without a force, by any means adequate to it. The 
French Were fent out as for certain conqued,, their or- 
ders were pofitive to fearch out our fleet, and to dedr'oy us, 
of which they had rio doubt, if we prefumed to come 
to a 61 ion with them ;,tben, their^troops were to have been, 
landed, and Corfica retaken : however, thank < 3 od, all 
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i« rmrred , I firmly believe they never worid hire 
(onghc ui, had not tbo C» Iralofiherfop-mifli, wWa 
enabled the Agamemnon and doconftint to clofc In iv/th 
her, antTfo ait her tip, that (he ctjuld not get a top-ntaft 
tip during the mghr, tvhich canlcd onr httJo bralh the 
next diy. Providence, in a mod miraculom inadner, 
preferring my pqor brave fcUoivs, trho tvorted the flnp 
itt cnanffiJivnng tbmit her flem atwl guarten, xvjtli m 
much cxaSticIi a* jf (ho bad been \fm)uhg mto SpjN 
head. TJje afl/on never ccahrd for upivartb of two 
hours, no of the coemy were tiUed and vrouoded on 
that day, and only fevco of ours woueded Agaoicmnoir 
had only 344 at guarten, injfclf included 1 am flat- 
tered by receiving the approbalion of mj ojvn fleet, as 
well u the handrocoefl tiflimony from oor encmie* The 
Sana Culotte at lad bore down, when the admiral called 
ine off, A gale of ^nod came 00 trvo diyr eher the 
afl/on, which forced at in here, and mofl unlnchny pot 
ihe fJIuflnoui on {borCf where flje JJei in great danger, 
our fleet, except Courageox and JllDflnous, is perfedlJy 
tc^tted, and ready for fea , v»c ful to-roonenT for Leg- 
horn to join Blenbcim and Bombay Jifllc, when the 
admiral will immediately put to ASi, to fee if vre can 
find any of ihefc cnpplcd fcllow> , for fomc went off 
towed by frjgaica, and fonie wjthout bowlprits The 
Sans Culotte i« m Genoa, otbere are m \ ado Bay* I 
think ^te arc quite up again in ibcfe fcai, sod If we 
^could only hare had a breeze, I have no doubt bat 
fhould have giten a dclirofllYc blow to the coemy * 

buthowmer, it U very well" I beg my befl and liodcfr 
remembrances totiII your family, Jofl^ it 0 Stic youog 


pian, .^nd a brave fellow. Believe me ever 
Your moll faithfiJlftleod 
Hoxatio 
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All the enemy’s fliips arc fitted with forges, and fired 
conftantly, from fome of their guns, hot fliot and fliells ; 
but they appear afliamed of their orders, wiiicK are po- 
fitivc from the Convention, and find nothing is fiipcrior 
to the old mode of fighting; I’only tviHi fome of their 
own fitips may fnftcr by having a furnace in their cock- 
pits ; that wijl end fuch a diabolical prailicc. If you 
fee 'Admiral Lutwidge, or ever write to Kingfmijl, re- 
member me to him. 


No. xxxviir. 

Page 6o. — T]}at circnmjlance led io a f^cond partial 

eacomiter. 

Agamcrnmn^ Leghorn^ 

MY DEAR^ FRIEND, yf/rty 4, 1 795, 

We have been here a whole week, cxpe£ling every 
hour to hear fomething from England, but nothing comes 
to us, neither meffenger, nor polls ; fure the people at 
home have forgotten, us. The admiral has not received 
the fcratch of a pen for a month paft ; no reinforcements 
arrived, nor have- we heard of their having failed, and 
* yet the fix'fliips of the enemy left Breft laft December 
with the grand fleet, and har'e been arrived fix weeks in 
Toulon harbour; and had we not fortunately crippled 
the mafts of tfie enemy fo much in the adljon, we fhould 
have been left here in a very inferior flate. The King 
of JSlaples has fent trs one more feventy-four, and the 
Courageux will be finifhed to-morrow. “We fliould 
ptherwife have had only fourteen fail of the line 
to twenty, now wc/ fliall have fixte'en — fourteen 
pngliflr, two' Neapolitans. But if, as reported by 
fhe French minifter -at Genoa, the preliojinaries of 
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peace are Mau^llf Cgfled xciih, SpaFo, wc fli»U of 
tobrfo }ofc 'cor N«pl<a frJcmJs j which xfiW, Id out 
prc/M( /late, be a yerj heavy ilrokc upon ui, for our 
raCnfacr at Naplea lella u», as do' Spain, fo do Naplct. 
Reports of tlic day fay, that the French fleet failed on 
thq ift of May from Toulon Vightecn, or twenty fall of 
the line i we fliall hear more, if It is true, ih twenty- 
four Jtourj; if oiiif the ftnner, 1 hare no douM bat 
we fljall obtain a compieto Ti<aory ; If the latter, wc 
CanDot crpcfl it; and what ii worfe, a battle wilhoot a 
Complete vi«2Qry ii deffroQion to ns, for we caonot get 
another tnafl this fide Gibraltar : but PfOTidcncc will, I 
tiufl, order all for the bell. Wc are likely to get an 
exchange of prifooer* ; the rciTcU arc ready to Jail from 
Toulon with EnglUh, who are to he exchanged at thU 
place-; we fail certainly from hence on Friday the Bih; 
we believe the French fleet it> bo flilJ in port, sod tre are 
to proceed to the weflward for lord Hood, or fome re- 
inforcetneefs. Vou raentioo yOur fon John having writ- 
ten rae a fetter ; I am forry never to have received it. Re- 
member me kindlj to him, and the refl of the /arally. 
'When I aiti to fee England, God knowi, and bavd In 
the prcfcnl Gtuaiion of a£iirs determined on flaying here 
till the automn, or till another aflion take# place, when all 
afiiTC fervice will probably be over, in thefe teas. Re- 
member me to our nava) friends, or fuch others as in- 
qoirc after me. I flaftcr toyfelf, if ibe profnoijon of 
flags comes very foon, f Aafl Rand a fair chance for ihe 
marine* ; if fervice* this vrat may be al'ow^ a claim, I 
may fhmd to a certainly. One hondted and fcn days I 
have been aRoally engaged at fea, and on fhorc agaioil the 
enemy ; In three aflions agaloft (hips, two againfl 
5n my fhip, four boat adlon*, and two vittages^ uten, 
together with twelve fall of veffeU burned. I don’t know 
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any one has done more, and I have had tlie comfort to 
be ever applauded by my commander in chief, but never 
rewarded \ and what is more hiortifying, for fervices in 
which I have been flightly wounded, others have been 
praifed, who at the time were aclually in bed, far from 
the feene of adlion. But we fhall, I hope, talk of the 
whole matter over the fire, next winter, at Greenwich. 
Believe me ever 

Your obliged and affeftionate 

Horatio Nelson. 


No. XXXIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Off Minorca j ^79o* 

1 RECEIVED your kind letter, dated April 15, 
on the 14th of June, when Admiral Man joined, and 
my friend William yefterday, with a book by Mr. Sum- 
mers, whom I fliall be glad to be attentive to. Great 
changes have taken place in this fleet, and more are on 
the eve of taking place, as the admiral expedls a mef- 
fenger every day^ with the Recount of the promotion of 
feveral captains here ; perhaps the Admiralty may com- 
miflion me for fome fhip here ; if fo, provided they give 
me the marines, I (hall feel myfelf bound to take her, 
much as I obje6t to ferving another winter campaign 
without a little reft. .We are now waiting for a convoy’s' 
arrival from Gibraltar, but as the winds hang eafterly,- 
they may be fome time before they arrive. The French 
fay they will fight us again, provided we are not more 
than two or three (hips fuperior ;T can hardly believe 
they are fuch fools, .pray God they may. The people 
are all fquabbling at 'Toulon, one party in pofleflion of 
the heights and fort Le Malgue, the Jacobins of the ar- 
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frail ipd .town. The fleet pot to fca for two dayt, but; 
are gone back, and foqnd the Jtrabmt, the Auflrianj, 
attd Piedmontefe, are onij waiting' for our getting to tb? 
coafl of Italy and entering Vado Bay, which will be a 
fine anchorage for tu. We hare opr waritj ud our 
wilha in the fleet ; bqt, upon th»-whol^ I belicro wp 
are much ihore comfortable than the home fleet, and our 
people very healthy, the Icnrvy not known ; ife cat 
very little fait meat. X (hall i:ecp thU letter open till 
I hear of a vcflcl going to X.cghom ; bat oar admiral 
giTca us hut Tcjy little notice.— June 19. Mr. Sommer* J* 
recommended by Lord Hood to Admiral Hotbam, and 
Holloway hai put your good wiflie* for the young man 
againft bb name ; and he will ceruioly be very fboa 
ynade t lieutetant. — June oo. A TeflcI going to L^om, 
no cooToy in fight, with klndcfl: fcmembrapce to yoof 
family, and Mr. Bradifey, bcliere roe ever your 
Mol^ obliged, aJfcflionflto 
. Horatio NeiBOK. , 

Hotham defire* bis compllmeDUi ' 

Cy ptam Helaonwi* •ppointed* In ctmfcqneoce of ^ 
promotion of fliff officer* which then took plicc, to be one of tb? 
colonels of manoesx 00 the 6th of/one irjiO 


No. XL. 

' Pige 6q. — 72a/ nram^'W hd U c JiniJ fnlst 
encffunltr, 

5?* 

my DRAB. FRtEXD, JaftS, 1795* 

, Mr. Summer* i* now fourth )ico*cnwt of the 
Agamemnon ; but « the vacancy if not by death, paly 
in the rpom of an officer invalided, it may benecdlary to 
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liavc a friend to fay a word at the Admiralty for his im- 
mediate confirmation : not tliat it is likely tlicy will fend 
out lieutenants to fuch vaeancics. I told Admiral Ho- 
tham of your good wiflies for the young man. We arc 
now at fea, looking for llic French ficclj which chafed 
myfelf and two frigates into Fiorenzo, ycflcrday after- 
noon. The admiral had fent me, with feme frigates, to 
co-operate' with the Andrian gcncr.al in the recovery of 
Genoa, when I fell in with the enemy, who, cxpc£ling 
to get hold of us, were induced to chafe ns over, not 
knowing, I am certain fiom their Inovemcnts, that our 
fleet' was returned into port. The chafe laded twenty- 
four hours, and, owing to the frcflincfs of the winds, 
in thefe feas, at times'! was hard prefTcd ; but they being 
neither Teamen, or officers, gave us many advantages. 
Our fleet had the mortification to fee me feven hours 
almod in their poflTcffion j the fliore was our great friend, 
but a calm and fwell prevented our fliips from getting out 
till this morning. The enemy went off yederday even- 
ing, and I fear we ffiall not overtake them ; but in this 
country no perfon can fay any thing about winds. If we 
have that good fortune, I have no doubt but we dial! 
give a very good account, of them, fcvcntcen fail of the 
line, fix frigates j we twenty-three of the line, and as 
fine a fleet as ever graced the feas. — July 14. Yederday 
we got fight of the French fleet ; our flyers were able to 
pear them, but not nearer than half gun-fliot : had the 
wind laded twenty minutes longer, the fix ffiips would 
' have each been alongfide fix of the enemy. Man com- 
manded us, and a good man- he is in every fenfe of ' the 
word. I had every expeftalion of getting Agamemnon , 
clofe alongfide an eighty-gun Ihip, with a flag, or broad 
pendant ; but the . wed \yind firfl died away, then came 
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. cid, ^ThIch,giTc them the Vind, and enabled them to 
' fcflch iheir otrn coafl, from which were not more 
than eight; or nine mile* diftant. Rowley and niyfdf 
were juft .gain getting mtoclofcafllon, when theidrainl 
madi the CgnaU to adl oi o/F; the AJcide, 74, flrticfc, but 
foon afterwards took 6re, owing to a box of combuflibJej 
hi hw fore-top, end £he blew up; about 200 French were 
fared by otrr fleet. In the morning I was certain of 
taking their whole fleet, latterly of fix -fail. I will 
fay DO fbip could behare better than oun ; few men 
nre killed, but oor laiU and rigging are a good deal cot 
up. Agatrtemnon, with her ufual good lock, baa none 
killed, and only one badly woouded ; by chance, for f 
am fure they only fired high 1 they pot fcreral /hot under 
water, which hta kept ui fince it the poropi. The 
enemy anchored in Frejos Bay, and we are fleering for 
Fiorenzo. ■ 

Believe me ever yoort, 

Horatio Neisok. 

The CuUoden lofl bis (opmaft as he wu getting along- 
ilde a fcteniy-four. 

ViQory, Admiral Man, Captain Recrc; Agamemnon, 
Kclfon ; Defence, Wells; Cullodcn, Troobridge; 
bcrland, Rowley , Blenheim, Bazcley; I think t^efenere 
the names of every ihip that was engaged : if I Wvc omitted 
fny, I beg (heir pardons. 

No. XLI. 

Page 60.— /» /dv n/Mtrtg tJUMlb, He. 

yY DEAR raiEHO, Fads 19. > 795 * 

I HAVE Tccelred your letter of July 8*b» 

^ Ttry litc ncwfpapcr- I hope Lord Bridpost s fuc” ’» 

4 
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and the appearances of the ctmgrh landed in Britany, 
will bring the war to a happy conclnfion. Tlic peace of ' 
Spain is unfortunate, infonuich as it lets loofc an addi- 
tional force againft the Auftriin army here ; olherwifc, 
owing to the inactivity of .the Spaniards, no benefit 
■whatever arofc to the common canfe. As the conditions 
of the peace arc not to be made public till September 23, 
we may fuppofe there are fomc of the articles by no 
means plcafant to the allied powers : I think myfclf, be- 
fides money, the Spaniards have confented to give fhips. 

I know the French long fince offered Spain peace for 
fourteen fail of the line fully flored, I take for granted 
not manned, as that would be the readiefl; way to lofc 
them again. My command here of thirteen fail of fri- 
gates and floopS’ is not altogether nnpleafant ; with the 
fleet "vi'e do nothing, not a frigate is allowed to chafe out 
of fight. As I have been fo much in the habit of fol- 
diering, the moment it was known the Auflrian army 
was coming, it was fixed the Brigadier mufl go. How- 
ever, I have fucceeded in all my attempts, and I truft 
I fliall not fail in our prefent undertaking; nothing 
lhall, as far as my force goes, be wanting on our 
parts ; but Hotham hates this co-operation. We 
expeCl Sir John Jervis to take the command, who, 
I underlland, is a man of bufinfefs. It is with real 
forrow that I fhould appear tb you fo negligent in not 
fending you wine, which I fully intended, by Cap^ 
tain Burgefs of the Argo ; but my fhort hi (lory, I hopej 
' -will plead my excufe. On the 4th of July the Argo came 
into Fiorenzo from Leghorn, and I -failed for Genoa 
the fame night : I was chafed back on the 7th by the 
French fleet, but did not go into Fiorenzo. After our 
very little bufihefs, we anchored at St. Fiorenzo at one 
P, Mr, and I failed at dark ; the Arg.o was then at JLeg, 
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ranfoxrc tf,«'army, t b>y= fear, for Pbfaoo., 
nnlcr» tho Emperor ordai nunp more, troopj tiun 
he hu a^ prcfent. I, beg you will remember mo kindly 
to every part of ytrtjr fxmfly, *0! do not forget me to 
Xocb of oor friends as you may meet witiu BcUcrc roe 
•- Yours tnoA truly, 

Horatio Nelioit. 


' No. XLin. 

Caft 4 Bn, at Sra, yunt 20, 1796 . 

Ur DEAJL PtliKDf 

For this Uft fortnight my dcIliMtion has been 
fo oftra dwnged, that I have beco rery oncertafn srhe- 
iher r 'Wit to go home, or ftay. Egmont, Captain 
Sutton, was under orders for Engiand, wiib Admiral 
Liflzee's Sag on board, and bad carried the conroy from 
X^hom to CorGca ; at tbit time orders came out for a 
third rate, the worft Clip in the line, to go home with 
the convoy ; there could be no doubt but the Agamemnon 
jDufi be the fliip. Sir John tnorring Sutton’s anxiety to 
get home, and the intcrcft which had been made for that 
purpofe, ordered the captain of the San Fiorcnxo to like 
the Egmont, and Sutton to tike my Ihip, Hben to my 
great aftoaiihment Sutton declined going home, unicfi 
his flilp went, the beii conditioned and beft manned of 
<ili thofe which came firil out of England ; for more than a 
week Agamemnon ftood for England, and had thccoro- 
flilps, which were momentarily expefled, arrired, I 
mod have gone. However, when it was known m *6^ 
fleet, many wilbed to go, and the captain of tbit fltip bH 
the preference, ho being in a i.xry bad Sate of hahh ; if 
1 hoiftiny flag here, the Goliath I fancy wUl be myflilpi 
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Oic is, I hear, wretchedly manned ^ however, I don’t 
mind, if I have but good fluff to work upon. I left 
Sir John yefterday off Toulon, in good health and fpirits; 
he mofl particularly dcfircd me to make his kindeft re- 
membrances to you, and to fay, that he would write, 
but that I muff fay the truth, he hud not a moment for 
writing : this ftaiion is particular for corrcfpondcncc, for 
our minifters at all the Italian courts arc ever writing. 
Should 'the French come out, I am faiisficd we fhould 
give a very good account of them. As to the news of 
- the armies, the French fo far outnumber General Beau- 
lieu, that he has been obliged to retreat into the Tyrol ; 
Mantua is befieged, but wc hope it w'ill hold out a very 
long time. With kindeft remembrances to every part of 
your family, believe me ever 

Yours mofl faithfully, 

Horatio Nelson. 


No. XLIV. 

Page 68 , — Hie bhchade cf Leghorn, the capture of Pprtf 

perragio, &c, 

j - 

Captain, Leghorn Roads, Aug. 2 , 

JAY DEAR SIR, 

I SHALL confine my prefent letter principally to 
the fubjed of , your recommendation, with that of many 
other friends of Mr. Summers. Very foon after his arrival. 
Admiral Hotham appointed him, in what was confidered 
' at the time a real vacancy, for it was certain Lieutenant 
Wenman Allifon could not furvive, and he died a very few 
days after his arrival in London'. Lieutenant Summers 
feels chagrined^ and fo do I,, that after having been a year 
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they paid the French for entering them, their Coontna 
•wonid hare been happy, inftcad of being filled -mth pre- 
feht mifcry, and diabolical notioni of goyeronjenn 
We left Sf Fioftirizo 6ii the ad at night, and are notr 
feeing oar Smyrna coriToy part of the way down the 
Strain, and hope to meet Admiral Man, wh6 has more 
than a month pall, known the fitnation of* our gallant ad- 
miral , order* hare been fent to him to join us, wiiUh 
fame lay* Trerc received Oflober loth, bat If that lithA 
tz&f Admii^ Man coold not have fiitled od tbt receipt 
of them 

So foon u our fieet u united, 1 have no doubt but 
we (hall took cut for the combined ficet, who I 
foppofe nre about thirty-four hul of the hoe, badly 
manned, and worfe ordered, whilil ours }* fneh a 
Sect as I never before faw at fca , there !t nothing hardly 
kwyond our retch I need not give you the cbinacr of 
^ John Jervm ycn^kt^ow him well, therefore 1 Ihall 
only fay, ho Is worthy of fucha Sect, for he know* how 
to ufe us in the moll bencBcial manocr for our coantry. 
Ifou wilt not forget me kindly to every part of your fa- 
mily, and alfo to Mr. Bradley ondoor rariJ friendf, alfo 
to Simon Taylor. A* I read in the paper St. Dotningo 
1* lo be evacuated, I hope Jamaica will be &fe. All the 
FrcDch inn, lo Itil, ■« feomg to the dml Toy fall. Wc 
kre oq fiiore, upon wAv/ —Ever believe roe 
Ypur mofl offe^ocate 

Horatio Ntnrojr 

t r, 5f Mintris* ^ 

J write this to go when opportunity offerSt 
Hare you done the bofloefir for Mr. Somar/vl 
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No. XLVL 

Page ' 74 ,.— Jhort memorandum made the Commodore 

himfelf. 

\ 

Irrejijlibley Lagos Bay, Feh. 2lj 1797* 
my DEAF- FKIENDj 

I WAS too unwell to write to you by the 
Lively j but as I know how anxious you are for my wel- 
fare, both in health, and reputation, I fend you a fhort 
detail of the tranfa^lions of -the Captain ; and ifyo.u ap- 
prove of it, you are at perfeQ; liberty to infertln the newf- 
papers 5 inferting the name of Commodore inftead of I. 
Captains Miller and Berry, &c. authenticated the truth, 
till I quitted the San Jofeph to go on board the Minerve, 
and farther than thisihe detail Ihould not be printed. As 
I do not write for the prefs, there may be parts of it which 
require the pruning-knife, which I defire you will ufe 
without fear. I pretend not to fay that thefe fliips might 
not have fallen, had I not boarded them ; but truly it 
was far from impolfible, but they might have forged into 
the Spanifli fleet as the other two (hips did, I hope for 
a good account of the SantiffinoaTrinidada ; flie has been 
feen without mails, and fome of our frigates near her. 
Sir John has juft fent me word the Rofe ^oes for Eng- 
land in a few minutes. I can only fay, believe me ever 
Your moft afleflionate friend, 

jHoRATio Nelson. 

Captain Martin defires I make his bell refpedsl ^My 
pendant is in this Ihip, 
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No: XLVil. 

''Page 185, — On hSviTt^ hyicd hu JUndard. 

- \ 

II.Y DEAk FEjzim, NefiiSy Jnlj 15, 175 

'■ AtTuiudB'’! am fo fll that I can fcarcdy 
up» yet I will not let the cooHcx go off, without affurln 
you that 'aU your kiodiiein^ to me are frefh jo mj mr 
jnory ; I ‘rertrembet. all my fneads ; I forgife, frt«n in^ 
h^rt, niy envioui cnetnlci, ^ay God Almighty grab 
y6uj my revered fricnd,^Alui health and happineft T^lc’ 
fctt never yet been obtained by ' - 

’ f ydjurdffcAjoiiate gratc/hl 6riend, ' • ^ . 

. 11 ■ iv - Nitsow. 

, ’ r 

Myjpieod‘ T«Kibiidge h a genera) of&ccj* 


e Ooi*uv,PitBter,lJuie&ttecnBtrtti/ 




